Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


Uo. 


Y 


^r^r^yN^GGi^^' 


VOL.  I. 


•''  m. 


FITZWIGGINS. 


A    NOVEL. 


BY    THE   AUTHOE  OF  «  SYDENHAM,"  Etc. 


IN    THREE  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 


LONDON: 
R(CHARD  BENTLEY,  NEW  BURUNOTON  STREET. 

1840. 


FITZ-WIGGINS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


I  WAS  the  jouDgest  of  five  children — three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  My  father  rented  a 
farm  in  Dorsetshire;  and,  though  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  yet  he  managed  to  pay 
his  rent  and  rule  his  family,  and  was  reputed 
to  be  well  to  do  in  the  world. 

My  eldest  brother,  George,  was  brought  up 
at  the  plough-tail,  as  his  forefathers  for  many 
generations  had  been  before  him.  William, 
the  second  son,  a  sharp  lad,  who  early  evinced 
an  aptitude  for  practices  more  ingenious  than 
moral,  was  destined,  by  the  paternal  forecast^ 
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for  a  horse-dealer;  probably  because  it  was  a 
profession  in  whicb  Mr.  Bill's  peculiar  cha- 
racter could  find  the  safest,  if  not  the  most 
profitable  vent ;  and,  for  myself,  as  I  mani- 
fested a  dedded  distaste  for  all  professions, 
trades,  and  occupations  whatsoever,  I  was  set 
down  by  my  &ther  for  a  good-for-notliing 
fellow,  and  by  my  mother  and  sisters  for  a 
genins. 

With  this  reputation,  I  lounged  through  the 
first  twelve  years  of  my  Hfe,  when  my  father, 
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the  bTudneaa  by  the  death  of  his  &ther,  my 
matonal  uncle.  He  was  my  senior  by  some 
yeaiS)  and  knew  the  world,  haying  trayellad 
(for  a  mercantile  house),  and  lived  a  good  deal 
at  the  polite  city  of  Bladnd.  My  mother  and 
sistera  regarded  him  as  the  very  glass  of  fiEuahioB, 
and  eagedy  swallowed  the  ideas  of  life  which  he, 
With  an  easy  soperior  air,  Touchsafed  to  o<»n- 
municate  to  them.  My  fine  cousin  espedaUy 
honoured  me  with  his  notice,  and  pronounced 
me  to  be  endowed  with  natural  capacity  greatly 
above  my  brethren.  The  latter,  indeed,  he 
could  hardly  condescend  to  associate  with; 
the  one  being  a  mere  clod,  and  the  other  a 
vulgar  sharper.  But  in  me,  untutored  as  I 
was,  he  detected  traits  of  spirit  and  intelligence, 
and  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  his  opinion,  that 
I  should  well  repay  the  pains  and  expense  of 
education. 

Such  was  my  mother^s  sense  of  her  nephew^s 
judgment,  that  she  was  for  acting  upon  Us 
advice  without  further  question,  but  doubted 
whether  the  fanner  could  be  persuaded  to 
embark  in  the  q>eculation.     My  cousin,   con- 
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fident  in  his  own  address,  undertook  to  bring 
the  old  gfentleman  round,  and  to  our  admira- 
tion he  succeeded.  My  father  consented  that, 
as  I  was  good  for  nothing  better,  I  should  he 
put  to  learo  the  rudiments  of  reading  and 
writing;  and,  at  the  instance  of  my  cousin, 
promised,  moreover,  that,  in  the  event  of  my 
taking  kindly  to  my  book,  he  would  see  about 
my  further  schooling.  In  pursuance  of  this 
arrangement,  I  became  the  pupil  of  the  clerk 
of  the  parish ;  and,  whether  it  was  that  the 
divad    of  stllcbiiii,'  or   tl..'   lovi..   i,f  ],■; 
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ascertain  "what  the  charges  would  amount  to, 
and  how  the  iftaportant  a&ir  was  to  be  con* 
ducted.  The  answer  speedily  arrived,  accom* 
pauied  hy  the  prospectus  of  an  academy,  where 
young  gentlemen  were  boarded  and  instructed 
in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  geography 
and  the  use  of  the  globes,  elocution,  and  the 
belles  lettres  (washing  included),  for  the  con- 
nderation  of  fifteen  pounds  per  annum.  This 
being  about  one-fourth  less  than  the  yearly 
amount  of  wages  received  by  one  of  his  carters, 
appeared  to  my  prudent  parent  to  be  not  so 
much  out  of  the  way;  but  being  too  experi- 
enced a  dealer  at  once  to  give  the  first  price 
demanded,  he  ordered  my  mother  to  write  to 
the  schoolmaster,  and  ofier  him  twelve  pounds 
per  annum  for  my  board  and  instruction,  as 
above  specified. 

To  this  proposal  the  pedagogue  replied  with 
some  dignity,  that  the  terms  of  his  establish- 
ment admitted  of  no  abatement,  as  it  was 
conducted  on  the  most  liberal  scale.  He 
.  added,  that  if  Mr.  Wiggins  should  think 
proper  to  entrust  master  Simon  to  his  care,  he 
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miglit  reet  aS8nred  that  the  yonOg  ge&UeinitD^ 
health  and  mords,  as  well  as  his  mental  im- 
prorement,  shoold  be  strictly  attended  to.  He 
added,  that  the  former,  together  with  the  linen 
department,  were  imder  the  personal  superin- 
tendence of  Mrs.  Sampler. 

This  epistle  gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 
My  mother  and  sisters  were  charmed,  and  the 
governor  himself  magnanimonaly  avoved,  that 
tbonj^  it  was  a  good  deal  to  pay  for  mere 
book  leaining,  yet  he  would  not  stand  ont  for 
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eoYera^  thai  I  had  fiured  better  in  my  fether^s 
hooae  thna  I  was  likely  to  do  in  my  new  sitiia» 
tioB.  In  tlie  first  place,  I  had  the  misfortiuie 
to  posBtts  a  Teiy  importunate  stomach,  the 
dsmandB  of  which  had  hitherto  been  amply 
and  sobstantially  gratified.  I  soon  fi>and  that 
this  otgam,  although  not  particnlamed  in  Mr. 
Sampler^s  scheme  of  instruction,  was  to  be  a 
prindpal  sulgect  of  dutcipline.  Instead  of  the 
jdentiful  supplies  of  bread,  meat,  and  beer 
which  it  was  wont  to  discuss,  my  noble  diges* 
tion  was,  perforce,  to  learn  how  to  enqdoy 
itself  on  doughy  pudding,  pot-wash  (called 
sot^),  skimmed  milk,  vegetables,  and  fiur 
water.  This  sudden  change  of  diet  sadly  dich 
composed  my  interior,  insomuch  that  at  the 
end  of  a  week  I  was  obliged  to  take  to  my 
bed.  While  my  master^s  wife  offered  me  medi- 
cine,  instinct,  or  the  powerful  monitor  within, 
prompted  me  to  sugg^  a  plate  of  beef  and 
a  horn  of  ale  as  a  more  efficacious  remedy. 

But  this  modest  request  proToked  the  wrath 
of  my  gouvemantt^  who  called  me  a  little  hog, 
imd  protested  that  I  should  nerer  be  able  to 
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learn  if  I  were  fed  so  grossly.  This  was  coD- 
finned  b;  my  mttBter,  who  gnmly  aasoied  me 
that  a  li^t  stomacli  and  a  foil  mind  were 
alone  compatible  with  each  other.  But  not- 
withstanding the  abstemions  system,  I  mode 
nnall  progress  in  my  learning ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  yearning  of  my  howels  after  the  fleshpot 
distracted  my  mind  from  syntax  and  prosody, 
to  which  nothing  but  the  dread  of  flagellation 
ooold  induce  me  to  apply.  Yet  a  superficial 
observer  might  have  jndg«d  from  my  meagre 
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none  partook  so  Bpsaingly  as  he  did  of  the 
frugal  &re  which  graced  our  board.  The 
freshness  cff  his  colour  might  be  accouuted  lor 
by  the  curcomstance  of  his  being  but  rarely 
tonfined  to  the  nnwholesome  atmosphere  of 
the  schoc^room,  the  business  of  which  chiefly 
deyolved  upon  the  spectral  assistant  It  was 
whispered  indeed  —  for  scandal  will  spring  up 
eyen  in  the  tender  minds  of  youth  —  that  our 
req)ected  head  was  wont  to  indulge  in  private 
refections  of  a  substantial  and  savoury  cha- 
racter ;  and  certainly  I  myself  have  sometimes 
fimcied  that  relishing  odours  firom  the  culinary 
regions  have  ascended  to  my  nostrils  ;  but  I 
would  rather  beUeve  that  these  were  halluci- 
nations of  my  brain,  vividly  wrought  upon  by 
dwelling  on  the  recollections  of  my  paternal 
kitchen,  than  countenance  ill-natured  gossip. 

When  I  returned  home  for  the  holidays,  full 
of  blissful  anticipations  of  good  cheer,  my 
mother,  startled  at  my  altered  appearance, 
hastUy  inquired  whether  I  had  been  allowed 
plenty  of  good  victuals.  Thus  questioned,  I 
told  the  truth,  while  my  tender-hearted  parent 
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and  Bisters  listened  to  the  patlietic  redtal  of 
my  privations  with  alternate  pity  and  indii^ 
nation. 

After  loading;  Mr.  Sampler  with  a  great  deal 
of  abnse,  it  was  decided  that  I  shoold  no  longer 
pnrsue  my  studies  on  the  Pythagorean  system. 
My  father,  however,  did  not  evince  much  sym- 
pathy with  my  sufferings,  at  the  detail  of  which 
he  only  remarked  that  he  would  warrant  "  I  was 
more  for  my  belly  than  my  book."  Nor  did  he 
credit  my  statement,  until  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
S.im[i]er''s  lialf-yrarly  accimiit,   swi'lU-il  to  i 
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a  Kanty  one,  was  heaped  upon  the  nnfortimat^ 
pedagogue,  i?hom  he  swore  he  would  not  paj 
one  shilliiig  beyond  the  stipulated  sum,  nnleM 
compelled  thereto  by  the  law.  ^ 

The  consequence  was,  that  the  schoohnaater 
brought  his  action,  and  recovered,  which 
wrought  upon  my  &ther  to  such  a  degree, 
that  he  conceived  a  hatred  for  me,  and  invoked 
imprecations  on  his  head  if  ever  he  spent 
another  shilling  upon  my  account.  Finding 
that  he  was  determined  to  keep  his  vow,  my 
mother  wrote  to  her  nephew  for  his  advice  and 
assistance  as  to  the  disposal  of  me.  Where- 
upon my  cousin,  being  at  that  time  m  want  of 
an  additional  hand,  offered  to  take  me  into  his 
establishment.  This  proposal  was  eagerly 
caught  at  by  my  mother,  who  thought  that, 
next  to  making  her  darling  a  gentleman,  he 
could  not  be  put  into  a  genteeler  line  than  that 
of  which  my  cousin  was  such  a  distinguished 
ornament. 

As  my  father  professed  not  to  care  what 
became  of  my  unlucky  self,  so  that  he  was  rid 
of  me,  there  remained  no  obstacle  to  the  plan. 


lie 
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I  was  therefore  consigned,  forthwith,  to  the 
charge  of  mj  elegant  cooein,  with  a  letter  from 
my  mother,  containing  an  inventory  of  my 
effects,  and  emphatic  injunctions  to  look  after 
my  health,  religion,  and  morals. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Hops  is  not  easily  daunted  in  the  breast  of 
youth,  therefore  I  betook  myself  to  my  new 
destination  with  still  more  lively  anticipations 
than  had  accompanied  me  to  Mr.  Sampler'^s 
academy.  I  amused  myself  with  the  idea  of 
spending  life  in  the  service  of  the  fair,  behind 
the  counter  of  a  haberdasher^s  shop  at  Bath ; 
an  elegant  lounging  occupation,  which  seemed 
to  be  exactly  adapted  to  my  taste  and  talent. 
I  arrived  at  my  cousin^s  house  in  Milsom-street, 
just  after  the  business  of  the  day  had  concluded. 
My  Vifigmn.n  received  me  very  kindly ;  but  at 
the  same  time  with  a  patronizing  air,  which 
seemed  intended  to  repudiate  the  familiarity 
which  he  had  tolerated,  when  he  was  a  visiter 
at  my  father^s  house.  He  led  me  into  the  shop, 
where  I  found  some  half  dozen  young  men  and 
as  many  ladies,  actively  employed  in  gathering 
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and  maklDg  up  the  goods  and  parcels,  wbidi 
bad  been  exposed  or  sold  during  tbe  iaj. 
Here  he  marked  with  a  complacent  connte- 
nance  the  admiration  with  which  I  viewed  the 
spaciona  and  splendid  shop,  strewed  with  a 
prodigious  variety  of  wares,  which  appeared  to 
my  unsophisticated  eye  sufficient  to  satiate  the 
utmost  fastidiousness  of  luxury.  But  when 
my  cousin  informed  me,  that  what  I  saw  com- 
prised only  a  small  part  of  his  stock,  my  wonder 
was  proportionably  augmented,  and  I  looked 
.  to  liim   witli  thid  .K'L'iv.;  .if  i-t-si.e.'t  almost 
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aggregaste  of  the  dsj^s  receipts,  which  in  mj 
0]^<m  amounted  to  a  great  sum,  we  passed 
firam  thence  into  the  parlour,  where  Mr.  Small- 
eombe  proposed  to  explain  to  me  the  duties  of 
my  new  atnation.  He  glanced  slightly  aret 
mymother^s  letter,  which  I  delivered  to  him; 
and  haying  pnt  it  bj  without  remai^,  com- 
menced the  conremtion  by  expressing  his 
regret  that  my  parents  had  remoyed  me  from 
Mr.  Sampler's  academy  for  such  a  trifling 
cause.  I  humbly  suggested  a  doubt  whether 
semi-starvation  was  not  a  consideration  of  some 
iittie  importance;  but  my  kinsman  cut  me 
short,  and  warned  me,  that  I  should  never 
make  any  figure  in  life,  if  I  was  not  prepared 
to  rough  it  a  little  at  starting. 

I  heard  him  submissively;  not,  however, 
without  some  emotion  of  chagrin  ;  for  it  struck 
me  that  this  hint  was  meant  to  prepare  me  for 
a  less  easy  and  agreeable  berth  than  I  had 
taught  myself  to  expect  in  my  cousin's  service. 
He  then  went  on,  at  some  length,  to  demonstrate 
my  utter  helplessness,  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
would  seem,  of  impressing  me  with  a  sense  of 
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bifi  beneficence  in  ondert^ing  to  proTide  for 
me.  This  I  acknowledged  with  man^  tlituiks, 
and  professed  my  anxiety  to  make  myself  use- 
ful to  him  in  any  way.  But  Mr.  Smallcombe 
treated  my  capacity  of  making  any  return  to 
him  in  service,  for  some  time  to  come,  aa  little 
or  oothing.  -"  HoweTer,"  said  he,  "  as  I  don't 
like  you  to  suppose  that  yon  are  altogether 
eating  the  bread  of  idleness  and  dependence, 
I  'U  try  and  find  some  employment  for  you. 
Let  me  see— you  write  a  tolerably  good  hand, 
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gaged,  leaving  me  to  lefleet  upon  what  he  had 
said.  Tlie  teuct  is,  I  was  in  some  measure,  and 
not  quite  ^reeably,  undeceived.  I  had  fan- 
cied, rain  youth  !  that  I  was  forthwith  to  com- 
mence  a  l^illiant  career  behind  the  counter.  I 
had  already,  in  imagination,  exhibited  silks  and 
satins  with  that  graceful  air,  and  recommended 
them  to  my  fair  customers,  with  that  insinur 
ating  tone,  which  my  cousin  had  described  with 
90  much  unction,  in  drawing  the  picture  (in- 
tended, as  was  supposed,  for  honseif)  of  an 
aoeom^ished  shopman,  and  which  had  made 
SQch  an  impression  upon  my  memory  that  it 
was  still  fresh,  though  two  years  had  elapsed 
since  it  had  been  revealed  to  me.  Now,  alas  ! 
instead  of  realizing  these  visions  immediately,  I 
was  to  undergo  a  long  probation,  performing 
the  duties  of  a  scribe,  varied  only  by  those  of  a 
porter !  But  I  suppressed  my  rising  discontent 
by  the  recollection  of  my  father^s  parting  words, 
that  ^^  as  I  had  brewed,  so  I  must  bake  i'*^  in 
plain  language,  that  I  had  chosen  my  lot  in 
life,  and  must  take  the  chances  of  it. 


CHAPTER  HI. 


The  oext  day  I  was  allowed  to  spend  in 
walking  about  the  city,  and  purchasing  some 
few  necessary  articles  of  apparel.  My  mother 
had  given  me  five  guineas,  the  savings  of  her 
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pronde  tnyself    with  a  few  necessaries  only, 
and  these  not  of  the  first  quality. 

I  perambulated  the  streets  of  the  beantiAil 
city  in  which  I  had  become  a  resident,  with  a 
wonder  which,  though  pleasurable,  impressed 
me  with  a  sense  of  my  own  extreme  insignifi- 
cance. I  soon  discovered,  likewise,  that  there 
were  many  shops  equal  to  that  of  my  couon, 
and  some  its  superior,  in  display.  The  gay 
equipages,  filled  with  lovely  ladies,  which  rolled 
past,  or  stopped  at  these  splendid  marts,  made 
me  feel  abashed  at  my  presumption  in  deeming 
myself  worthy  to  hold  conunercial  intercoursa 
even,  with  such  divinities.  I  returned  to  my 
maftter^s  hotise  much  more  reconciled  to  the 
humUe  offices  assigned  me,  which  seemed  to  be 
almost  as  much  as  my  present  capacity  entitled 
or  qualified  me  to  fill.  I  rose  the  next  mom«* 
iog,  therefore,  with  alacrity,  and  attended  at 
ike  counting-house,  which  was  situated  in  a 
dark  node  o£  the  back  shop.  Mr.  WatkinSj 
the  cashier^  or  derk,  a  middle-aged  man  of  a 
very  req>eotable  appearance  and  remarkably 
plaeid  oountenanee,  immediately  set  me  to  work 
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in  copying,  it  hang  reqtuate  that  I  shonld 
acquire  a  bnnness-like  style  of  hand-writing 
before  I  could  render  him  any  aaastance. 

After  a  few  days'  practice,  I  succeeded  in 
mastering  the  dear  nmning-hand  of  my  model ; 
and  having  been  complimented  for  my  dili- 
gence and  proficiency  therein,  both  by  my 
master  and  Mr.  Watkins,  was  pnt  by  the  latter 
to  regular  task-work.  My  hnfaness  was  to 
make  oat  bills  from  the  ledger,  and  write 
donning  letters.     These  last  were  for  the  moat 
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mlated  that  their  assets  would  be  barely  snf- 
fident  to  defray  the  expense  of  recoyering  the 
debt  at  law.  I  know  not  whether  onr  worst 
customers  were  not  those  who  pnnctnally  an- 
swered oar  applications  with  emj^atic  promises 
of  payment,  which  entailed  npon  us  a  present 
outlay  of  capital  in  the  shape  of  postage,  with 
a  very  remote  and  uncertain  proqpect  of  any 
retain  whatsoever. 

As  these  bad  debts,  together  with  many 
which  might  be  called  hopeless,  the  parties 
haying  been  seyeral  years  in  gaol,  or  taken  ^*  the 
benefit  of  the  act,^  amoonted  to  a  large  figure 
in  the  books,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  losses 
which  my  master  must  sustain  were  tremen- 
dous ;  and  I  could  not  help  expressing  to  Mr. 
Watkins  my  surprise  that  a  tradesman  should 
be  so  complaisant  as  to  allow  himself  to  be 
plundered  thus  easily* 

The  experienced  clerk  smiled  at  this  ebul- 
lition of  unsophisticated  youth,  and  observed, 
in  reply,  that  if  there  were  many  names  on 
the  books  against  which  the  word  ^^  doubtful^ 
might  be  written,  there  were  a  few  that  might 
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be  termed  sure  pay,  and  that  of  cootse  the 
tradeflmaD  took  care  to  manre  himself  against 
the  hazards  of  the  credit  system, — in  fact,  that 
those  who  could  and  would  were  made  to  pay 
both  for  themselves  and  for  those  who  either 
would  not  or  could  not;  which,"  added  my 
instructor,  "  was  only  fair  and  equitable." 

This  illnstiatioD  of  *'  twmeas  and  equity" 
did  not  quite  square  with  the  simple  notions 
that  I  had  learned  of  right  and  wrong;  but  I 
said    nothmg,    being    unwilling   to   show    my 
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dofied,    oad    stuck    over    with    auction    bills, 
Imded,  ^  Sale  of  Bankrapt's  6t<K^.'' 

^  There,    Simon,  my  lad,^  said   he,  *^  is  a 
pcactical  reply  to  yonr  inquiry.     The  man  who 
quitted  that  house  hist  week,  for  lodgings  in  the 
King^s  Bench,   opened  it  twelve  months   ago 
with  a  good  capital  on  the  ready  money  plan, 
ud  sold  at  a  eonsiderable  discount.     He  would 
make  no  exception  in  favour  of  any  person, 
however  substantial  or  well  known,  but  strictly 
adhered  to  his  rule  of  never  allowing  goods  to 
be  delivered  without  the  money.     The  conse- 
quence was,  that  my  ready  money  gentleman 
very  soon  figures  in  the  Gazette.      However, 
they  say  he  ^11    pay  twenty  shillings  in    the 
pound.^ 

Still  I  did  not  quite  understand  how  my 
master  could  suffer  a  deficit  of  nearly  two-fifths 
in  value  of  his  book  debts  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  yet  reap  a  sufficient  return  from  his 
capital ;  for  I  could  not  perceive  that  he  prac- 
tised any  direct  dishonesty  in  charging  different 
priees  to  different  creditors,  according  to  the 
inaans  which  each  was  supposed  to  possess. 
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"  No,"  said  Watkius ;  "  that  would  be  a 
highly  diareputable  and  dangerDUS  plan  for  any 
tradeflman  to  go  upon,  —  though  I  beliere  I 
could  name  more  than  one  house  in  this  very 
city  where  it  is  systematically  acted  upon ;  but 
we  do  buBiness  in  a  more  regular  and  respectable 
way.  In  the  first  place,  you  must  know,  we 
are  obliged  to  settle  with  the  wholesale  house, 
either  in  cash  or  by  short  bills.  Well,  what 
with  goods  haDging  upon  hand,  or  customers 
not  being  regular  id  their  payments,  we  calcn- 
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property  8o  eaeilj  to  persons  of  dabions  integrity 
orresooToes. 

*^  It  seems  to  me,^  said  I,  <<  that  if  70a  re- 
duced your  prices,  and  were  more  circomspect 
in  giying  credit,  tbat  your  profits  must  be  pro* 
portionably  increased.^ 

^  Bless  my  heart !  ^  exclaimed  my  instructor, 
'*  how  slow  you  are,  Simon  !  It  ''s  by  the  bad 
debts  that  tradesmen  ride  in  their  coaches.  If 
it  wasnH  for  them,  we  should  soon  shut  op 
shop.  Talk  of  ready  money,  indeed  !  Why, 
man,  it  would  be  the  ruin  of  us.  During  the 
time  I  \e  belonged  to  the  house,  I  could  count 
up,  I  suppose,  no  less  than  fifty  or  sixty 
people,  who,  on  first  starting,  wanted  the  bill 
and  receipt  to  be  sent  home  with  the  order; 
bat  no:  our  object  was  to  get  them  into  the 
books,  so  we  sent  home  the  goods,  but  forgot 
the  bill ;  and  if  our  customer  repeated  his  wish 
to  settle  his  small  account,  we  affected  to  be 
shocked,  begged  he  would  not  mention  it,  and 
assured  him,  that  it  was  not  of  the  slightest 
consequence.  Whenever  we  succeeded  in  evad- 
ing the  first  two  or  three  demands  for  the  bill, 
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we  felt  quite  satisfied  that  each  ill-timed  con- 
ositj  would  Tery  soon  diminifili,  and  ultimately 
die  away  altogether.  Thus  we  accomplished 
out  object  of  coDverting  little,  paltry,  ready 
money  dealings  into  bad  debts  of  considerable 
magnitude.  It  is  tme,  that  a  few  of  these 
customers  were  never  heard  of  after  a  year  or 
two,  and  two  or  three  are  quite  gone  to  pot. 
But  these  were  no  more  than  the  fair  proportion 
of  losses.     In  the  whole  of  the  transactions  to 
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Fob  tlie  space  of  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
^oonreraation  detailed  in  the  preceding  diapter, 
my  aNnscience  was  perplexed  with  sundry 
doobta,  whether  the  aiding  and  abetting,  even 
in  my  subordinate  capacity,  a  system  so  inoon- 
siitent  with  the  lessons  of  religion  and  morality 
which  I  had  learned,  as  that  described  by  Mr. 
Watkins,  could  be  conduciye  either  to  my  tem- 
poral or  eternal  welfare.  My  fi^ther,  though 
he  would  drive  a  hard  bargain,  buying  at  the 
lowest  and  selling  at  the  highest,  yet  always 
scrupulously  kept  on  the  hither  side  of  the 
boundary  which  separates  fair  dealing  from 
chicane.  He  vaunted  himself  on  ^'  never  having 
wronged  anybody  of  the  tithe  of  a  pin.'^  The 
ineguhur  propensities  of  my  brother  Bill  had 
•ffinded  him  great  concern.    Why?    Because 

c  2 


SS  FITZ-WIGGINS. 

character  was  as  good  aa  capital ;  and  thongh 
he  had  known  cheating  prosper  for  a  while, 
jet  he  had  always  found  honesty  to  be  the  best 
policy  in  the  long  run,  and  that  was  what  a 
man  ought  to  look  to ;  besides,  it  was  wicked 
to  cheat. 

These  results  of  practical  experience,  sanc- 
tioned as  they  were  by  religious  and  moral 
precept,  thongh  they  had  failed  to  make  an  im- 
preaaioD  on  my  graceless  brother,  had  sunk 
into  my  mind ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  the  flrst 
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-Bome  sordid  trade,  in  which  I  shoald  hare 
plenty  of  work  and  no  play — a  situation  most 
abhorrent  to  my  natnre.  My  principles^  there- 
fore, were  of  a  growth  too  feeble  to  resist  the 
influence  of  circumstances  and  convenience.  I 
argued  with  myself,  that  my  secession  could 
not  operate  as  the  slightest  discouragement  to 
the  practice  of  which  I  disapproved,  whereas  it 
would  be  attended  with  present  personal  inex- 
fedience.  I  contented  myself  with  a  mental 
•resolution,  that,  in  the  event  of  my  ever  arriv- 
ing at  the  power  and  dignity  of  a  mast^  trades* 
man,  I  would  make  amends  for  my  present 
delinquency  by  discountenancing,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability,  the  ruinous  and  reprobate  system 
upon  which  my  brethren  acted. 

Thus  did  I,  for  the  first  time,  prove  the 
virtue  of  sophistry,  in  plastering  the  wounds  of 
a  tender  conscience.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
however,  that  the  situation  for  which  I  made 
this  sacrifice  was  one  of  a  very  enviable  cha- 
racter. I  was  confined  pretty  regularly  to  the 
counting-house  during  the  daytime ;  and,  after 
business  hours,  my  relaxation  was  to  perambu- 
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late  the  streets,  tadea  witb  parcels  for  deliverjr 
at  different  quarters  of  the  city — a  oombio- 
ation  of  services  which  my  msster  could  hare 
imposed  on  a  poor  relation  onlf .  Nevertheleis, 
I  could  have  borne  my  lot,  I  think,  contentedly, 
had  I  been  recompensed  by  those  creature  com- 
forts which,  as  the  reader  may  have  already 
perceived,  I  was  so  well  qualified  to  appreciate. 
But,  alas .'  in  this  respect,  I  fared  little  better 
than  vhen  I  was  a  pupil  of  the  Pythagorean 
JUr.  Sampler.    My  cousin^s  domestic  eetablisk- 
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kg  lier  msetei^B  ineyitaUe  rain,  seemed  deter- 
miiied  that  neither  the  hntdber  not  baker  should 
bate  any  hand  in  that  catastrophe.  The  diy 
enists  which  her  toothless  gfoms  could  not 
masticatei,  rinds  of  cheese,  nisty  bacon,  potatoes, 
slammed  milk,  and  soar  small-beer— -these  were 
the  dainties  upon  which  I  was  nsnallj  regaled. 
I  made  a  humble  and  pathetic  appeal  to  my 
kjnsman  for  better  and  more  abundant  fiire, 
but  was  afaraptl  J  repulsed.  He  told  me  that  I 
was  a  young  glutton,  and  that  Dorothy  assured 
him  there  was  no  satisfying  me,  and  that  I 
should  eat  him  out  of  house  and  home  if  I  were 
not  kept  on  the  muzzle. 

I  was  not  surprised  at  this  rebuff,  Mr.  Small- 
combe  haying  treated  me  with  marked  harshness 
smce  I  had  turned  a  resolutely  deaf  ear  to  his 
broad  hints,  that  instead  of  portering,  I  should 
brush  his  clothes  and  black  his  shoes ;  the  boy 
who  had  had  the  charge  of  these  important 
offices  having,  like  many  of  his  predecessors, 
lately  run  away ;  because,  it  was  supposed,  that 
he  had  no  taste  for  hard  word  and  plenty 
of  kicks,  with  scanty  meals  and  no  pay.     But 
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beudee  that  I  found  the  air  and  exercise  neces- 
sajj  for  my  health  after  the  sedentary  occnpa- 
tions  of  the  day,  my  pride  revolted  from  becom- 
ing valet  to  a  man  who,  though  he  had  the  ad- 
vaotage  of  being  richer,  was  my  near  blood 
relation,  and  therefore  not  a  jot  better  than 
myself.  He  was  so  mnch  incensed  at  my  evi- 
dent determination  not  to  be  his  Uckey,  that  I 
believe  he  would  not  have  hesitated  to  tarn  me 
ont  of  doors,  had  he  not  felt  that  my  serrices 
were  more  than  an  equivalent  for  my  maintes^ 
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In  Qn^  mftnaer  a  year  rolled  over ;  and  if  Bi 
the  end  of  tkat  time  my  person  was  somewhat 
ftttennated,  I  was  snfficieutly  indemnified  by 
finding  my  wits  sharpened,  and  my  capacity 
enlarged.  About  this  time  the  foreman  hav- 
ing resigned,  with  the  view  of  setting  np  for 
himself,  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  shop,  to 
which  I  was  promoted,  with  a  salary  of  ten 
pounds  per  annum.  This  appendage  to  my 
preferment  I  had  extorted  by  a  threat  of  seek- 
ing to  better  myself  elsewhere ;  a  piece  of  as- 
surance which  greatly  astonished  my  master, 
who  upbraided  me  with  my  ingratitude,  but 
ended  by  conceding  my  demand,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  alternative. 

My  condition  was  now  essentially  amended. 
I  had  still,  it  is  true,  abundance  of  work ;  but 
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the  bustle  and  gaiety  of  the  shop  waa  an  agree- 
able exchange  for  the  monotonons  labonn  of 
the  desk.  I  had  my  evenings  to  myself,  and 
amased  myself  sometimes  in  walking  abroad, 
or,  if  disposed  to  partake  of  the  pleasures  of 
society,  I  could  enjoy  them,  together  with  a 
clean  pipe  and  a  glass  of  ale,  for  the  small 
charge  of  three  pence,  at  a  honse  much  re- 
sorted  to  -by  the  riaing  generation  of  shopmen 
and  apprentices.  Last,  though  not  least  in 
my  estimation,   was   the   improvement  in  my 
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take  my  share  of  attendance  upon  the  &ix 
dames  and  demoiselles  who  daily  thronged  our 
dkop.  I  believe  I  was  foolish  enough  to  en- 
tertain an  idea  that  I  might  perchance  steal  a 
heart,  while  measuring  a  yard  of  silk,  or  show- 
ing off  a  new  pattern. 

There  was  a  tradition  that  a  yonng  gentle- 
man of  the  house  had,  many  years  ago,  carried 
off  a  naboVs  daughter  —  a  twenty  thousand 
pounder.  The  conyersation  of  some  of  my 
brethren,  which  pretty  plainly  insinuated  that 
several  young  ladies  of  fortune  and  fashion 
fflghed  for  them,  likewise  contributed  to  in- 
flame my  ima^ation,  until  it  was  deluded  to 
this  pitch  of  impertinence.  At  length  a  ya- 
cancy,  and  consequent  shifting  of  places,  gave 
me  the  wished-for  shove ;  and  for  the  first  time, 
with  ingenuous  diffidence  and  trembling  hand, 
—  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  I  could  at 
once,  per  saltum  as  it  were,  attain  unto  the 
easy  assurance  of  my  practised  brethren  —  I 
unfolded  a  piece  of  lutestring  before  a  beauti- 
ful girl,  who,  in  a  voice  that  penetrated  to 
my  very  soul,  had  requested  to  be  shown  that 
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article.  Bnt  mj  confadon  vaa  appaiently  lost 
upon  the  fair  caoBO  of  it,  whose  ardent  gaze 
-was  intently  fixed  upon  the  senseless  ^nderj 
before  her.  HaviDg  looked  at  it  for  tome  time, 
she  expressed  her  wish  to  see  others.  I  fiew 
to  obey  her,  and  in  a  minnte  retained  laden 
with  every  article  of  the  kind  opoa  wbidi  I 
could  lay  my  hands,  and  spread  tbem  on  the 
counter. 

She  tossed  them  over  in  enccesaion,  then 
called  for  patterns  of  varions  goods,  —  all  ot 
whick    I    T)ro.iucf.l   »-it1i  uii<iiiijlni>ij.'a  ;i 
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co-mates ;  but  they  laugiied  at  me  fto*  a  gree^* 
Inn,  and  told  me,  for  my  oomfort^  that  - 1 
ihoali  find  this  a  case  of  dafly  ooourrenee. 
Th^  explained  that  it  was  a  fufovaite  anmse* 
Dent  of  ladies,  who  had  nothing  better  to  do, 
to  nmuaage  otver  a  tradesman's  most  Taloahle 
itodc,  without  any,  or  at  least  but  a  cdoorable 
intentiou  of  pnrdiasing  anything;  and  this 
diyeredon  they  call  shopping.  Long  as  I  had 
been  in  the  honse,  I  was  ignorant  of  this  prac- 
tice ;  for  the  class  of  costomers  with  whom  I 
had  hitherto  been  conversant,  though  I  might 
not  always  be  able  to  suit  them  with  the  article 
they  wanted,  yet  they  evidently  invariably 
came  with  a  bond  fidt  intention  to  bny,  and 
were  for  the  most  part  easily  pleased  and 
promptly  served.  I  had  indeed  often  observed 
at  the  aristocratic  extremity  of  the  shop  a  vast 
array  of  goods  npon  the  counter,  bat  it  had 
never  occnrred  to  me  to  donbt  that  these  were 
produced  for  actual  sale. 

A  few  such  instances  as  I  have  described 
materially  abated,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  my 
ardour  for  the  service  of  the  sex,  and  soon 


SS  FITZ-WIGGIN8. 

Bobered  me  down  into  a  steady  methodical 
sLopman.  I  acquired,  in  Ume,  by  habit  and 
observation,  a  tact  by  vhich  I  could  disori- 
minate  between  the  hidies  who  came  thopping, 
and  those  who  really  meant  trade,  and  became 
noted  for  studiously  shirking^  the  former ;  since, 
in  addition  to  their  being  ten  times  the  most 
troublesome,  they  were  jfenerally  the  moat 
haughty  and  distant  in  their  manners. 
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Neably  two  years  of  this  life  passed  away 
without  any  incident  worth  relating,  when, 
coining  into  the  shop  one  morning  at  the  usual 
hoar,  to  open  it,  and  prepare  for  the  business 
of  the  day,  I  was  stopped  by  Mr.  Watkins, 
who  told  me  that  I  might  spare  myself  the 
trouble,  as  my  master  was  a  bankrupt.  The 
coolness  with  which  he  communicated  this  por- 
tentous intelligence,  for  which  I  was  utterly 
unprepared,  made  me  stare  for  a  moment, 
under  the  impression  that  it  could  be  only  a 
jest.  But  the  cashier,  perceiving  my  incre- 
dulity, assured  me  that  it  was  a  fact,  and 
named  the  person  by  whom  the  docket  had 
been  struck.  I  held  up  my  hands  in  astonish- 
ment at  the  ingratitude  and  treachery  of  man- 
kind ;  for  the  creditor  mentioned,  the  head  of 
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a  wholesale  house  in  London,  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mr.  Bmallcombe's.  They  drank  to- 
gether, hunted  together,  and  paid  frequent 
viata  at  each  others'  houees.  I  reminded  Mr. 
WatkiuB  of  these  facts,  as  circumstantial  evi- 
dence against  the  credibility  of  hie  news. 

The  clerk  heard  me  with  one  of  those  pecu- 
liar Bmilea,  which  seemed  to  imply  more  than 
he  would  allow  hie  lips  to  utter.  He  admitted 
that  all  this  was  very  true,  and  repeated  that 
Mr.  Hudson  had  made  our  master  a  bankrupt. 
So   siiviiiL-.    uiid   aiUWw   that  )w 
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ini8  tihe  sole  support  of  invalid  parents,  and 
expected  to  receive  his  half  jear^s  wages  in 
the  ensaing  week,  was  overwhelmed  with  de* 
ipair.  Another,  who  had  for  some  time  past 
mortified  himself  in  a  thread-bare  coat,  and 
I  believe  by  still  greater  privations,  to  the 
end  that  he  might  scrape  together  the  means 
of  releasing  a  father  whom  unforeseen  misfoiy 
tone  had  contagned  to  gaol,  had  now  the  misery 
of  feeling  that  his  filial  piety  was  in  all  proba* 
tnfiiy  baffled.  The  hardest  case,  perhaps,  was 
that  of  a  poor  girl,  who  had  been  in  the  shop 
for  several  years,  and  who  had  left  the  greater 
part  of  her  earnings  to  accumulate  at  interest 
in  her  employer's  hands,  with  the  view  of 
realizing  a  small  smn,  which  might  enable  her 
to  accomplish  the  cherished  object  oi  her 
jouth,  namely,  a  union  with  an  industrious 
young  man,  whom  she  loved  too  wisely  and 
too  well  to  marry  until  the  savings  of  each 
diould  enable  them  to  set  up  in  business,  and 
meet  the  expenses  of  a  fieimilj. 

I  must  confess  that  such  aggravated   cases 
as  these  diverted  my  mind  from  the  exclusive 
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contemp]atioa  of  my  own  proper  share  in  thii 
vide-spread  calamity  —  I  mean  the  precarionB 
position  of  my  quartcr'a  wages,  amoonting  to 
two  pounds  ten  BhilUogs,  the  sense  of  which 
had  struck  so  heavily  upon  my  heart,  vheo 
the  sad  tidings  were  first  imparted  to  me  by 
Mr.  Watkins.  After  each  had  bewailed  his 
own  particular  mishap,  and  (except  in  the  in- 
stances above  specified)  indsted  upon  some 
peculiar  circumstance  which  entitled  him  to  a 
greater   share   of  sympathy   than  his   fellows, 
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eeired  by  bis  andience  with  clamorous  inti* 
BtttionB  of  assent.  He  took  upon  himself  to 
predict  like^wise  that  Mr.  Smallcpmbe  wonld 
vf^  pay  five  Bhillings  in  the  ponnd,  and  that 
before  Ax  months  were  over  he  would  set  up 
again  on  as  great  a  scale  as  before,  in  which 
prophecy  his  hearers  also  acquiesced.  For  my 
own  part,  I  could  not  believe  anjrthing  so  mon- 
strous, yet  I  heard  the  same  thing  insinuated 
by  parties  who  were  not  interested. 

It  would  be  illiberal  to  say  that  the  perfect 
cahnness  of  my  kinsman'*s  deportment  in  these 
adverse  circumstances  seemed  to  countenance 
SQch  a  rumour.  I  certainly  was  surpised  to 
find  him  bear  up  under  his  ruin  with  fortitude, 
nay,  even  with  cheerfulness.  At  first,  I  had 
not  cared  to  put  myself  in  his  way,  having 
had  painful  experience  of  his  extreme  sensi- 
bility to  the  every-day  crosses  and  petty  vexa- 
tions of  life.  But  perhaps  his  philosophy  was 
developed  only  by  great  occasions ;  so  far 
from  making  me  the  butt  of  his  temper,  as  he 
had  frequently  done,   he  never  addressed  me 
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more  gracioufily  than  when  be  gave  me  toy 
dismissal,  with  an  expression  of  re^t  that, 
the  Dnfottuoate  derangement  of  bia  afiiura 
precluded  the  possibility  of  discharging  at 
present  the  balance  of  salary  that  was  due 
to  me. 
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Being  thus  for  the  first  time,  and  at  a  mo- 
menfs   warning,    thrown    upon    my   own   re- 
sources, it  is  not  surprising  that  I  should  have 
been  exceedingly  perplexed  how  to  dispose  of 
myself.     Mr.  Watkins,    to   whom   it   first   oc- 
CDired  to  me  to  apply  for  advice  and  assist- 
ance, was  so  overwhelmed  by  business,  that  he 
coold  only  tell  roe  the  best  thing  I  could  do 
^ould   be   to  endeavour  to  get  a  situation  in 
tlie  town,  and,  if  I  did  not  succeed,  to  take  this 
consolation,    that  there  were  many  worse   off 
than   myself.      With   this   he    dismissed    me, 
somewhat  piqued  that  my  merit  and  misfortune 
had  not  animated  the  bosom  of  the  clerk  with 
a  greater  degree  of  interest  in  my  behalf 

Nevertheless,   I  took  his  advice,  and  made 
many    af^lications    for    employment:     but    I 
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found  that  the  city  was  overstocked  with  can- 
didates for  such  situations ;  and  instead  of  bet- 
tering myself,  as  I  had  proposed  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  doing,  I  could  obtun  nothing 
more  than  an  offer  so  humble,  that  I  declined 
it  with  disdain.  I  believe  I  might  have  been 
hired  at  one  of  the  "  flash ""  shops,  where  goods 
are  always  selling  "  considerably  below  prime 
cost,'"  or  at  a  "  dreadM  sacrifice ;"  bnt  sa 
these  concerns  were  looked  down  upon  as 
"  low ""  by  the  regular  trade,  I  conld  not  bear 
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humorous  Tein,  suffered  the  tortures  of  sop- 
pressed  laughter,  because,  as  a  young  man,  I 
was  careful  to  do  nothing  which  was  consi- 
dered incorrect.  Had  I  been  free  to  choose  a 
companion  out  of  the  number  of  mj  comrades, 
widi  reference  only  to  his  agreeable  qualities,  I 
diould  have  selected  Tibbetts ;  but  fiishion  bade 
me  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Piminj, 
one  of  our  gentlemen  less  remarkable  for  bril- 
fiancy  of  wit,  than  for  elegance  of  dress  and 
address.  For  a  boon  companion,  conmiend  me 
to  Tibbetts;  but  Piminy  was  the  man  one 
wonid  wish  to  be  seen  arm-in-arm  with,  on  a 
Sanday  afternoon,  in  the  Crescent. 

It  was  this  lively  fellow  that  I  encountered, 
when  my  pride  was  somewhat  ^abated  by  a 
mall  taste  of  adversity,  and  the  painful  sense 
that  neither  Mr.  Piminy  nor  any  other  ex- 
quisite would  give  me  the  smallest  assistance  in 
my  present  emergency.  Tibbetts,  though  his 
more  than  usually  seedy  appearance  bespoke 
him  still  out  of  place,  accosted  me  as  cheerily 
as  ever.  We  made  mutual  inquiries  as  to  each 
other's  success,  and  found,  as  each  had  antid- 


W  PITZ-Wie«NS. 

fMted,  that  we  had  been  both  Aqaally  lulMlC 
toBfttfl.  He  aaked  me  what  I  ptopoasd  9bi-&t! 
aod  I  frankly  told  him  that  I  wu  opea  1*  anj 
■Bastion.  -  -■■;■-' 

"  Come  to  London,  then,  with  fte,"  ■aiflMff 
"  I  Ve  got  a  friend  there  who  'H  do  isyMit 
■ess,  and  I'll  introduce  jon  to  him.  'I  Are 
My  he  cim  do  something  for  yon  M  wtt^  BM 
rtay,  hang  it !  have  yon  got  any  «w^P**  :-'a*^ 
'  I  answered  cautionsly,  that  I  waa  veijl'iitfi 
differently  off  in  that  respeot,  leet  this  qaeBtlMI^ 
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in  trcrble  tliat  whidi  be  exhibited.    At  ftil 
liwntiiiii  bift  conntenftttce  brighteiied  agpoi, 

^'XslT  cried  he,  <«  we  flball  be  aUe  to  tvmd 
Eke  ktdk  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  waBi 
i^biit  wofw  we  can  go  comfortably  ootade  the 
bmjr  m^  coach.     Well,  that's  settled.'' 

]|  would  have  been  nngracionB  to  demur  to 
Hai  aiiaagnment,  becanee  Mr.  Tibbetts  ao 
eooBy  awwmed  to  benefit  by  my  jwoper^ 
he  had  offered  his  services  to  me  in  Lon- 
Nay,  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  ad* 
a  small  matter  on  the  specnlalion  of  his 
behig  neefbl  to  me,  secretly  resolved,  howerer, 
tibat  this  pecuniary  partnership  should  cease  as 
soon  as  we  arrived  at  the  great  city.  We  pro- 
seeded  forthwith  to  the  booking-office,  secured 
•V  places  for  the  same  evening;  and,  having 
appcnnted  to  meet  at  the  coach,  returned  to 
discharge  our  respective  lodgings,  and  pack  up 
our  traps. 

Punctually  at  the   time  q>ecified,  I  and  a 
kige  square  deal  box,  containing  all  my  mov- 
ables, were  at  the  office.     Presently  afterwards 
my  friend  made  his  appearance,  with  a  very 
VOL.  I.  » 
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amall  bundle  vmdei  his  arm ;  which,  in  answer 
to  my  inquiry,  he  told  me  comprised  all  bis 
baggage,  and  oonasted  of  a  dean  shirt  and 
hoae,  a  combj  a  bnuh,  and  a  razor. 

If  I  waa  Burpriaed  at  the  diminntiTeneas 
of  his  kit,  mnch  more  did  he  marvel  at  the 
magnitude  of  mine.  After  cracking  mme  jokee 
upon  it,  not  mnch  to  mj  liking,  he  made  free 
to  ask  what  might  be  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
perty  it  contained  ?  I  enumerated,  in  a  tone 
of  gravity  meant  to  repress  onseasonable  plea- 
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wUek,  togeiber  with  some  other  tbiogs,  my 
mother  had  Btrained  a  point  to  procure  by  way 
d  ia^nag  me  out  for  gented  lile. 

Neiiher  did  I  omit  to  make  honotirable  men* 
tion  at  a  handsome  suit  of  clothes,  thkt  had 
not  been  oa  my  back  six  timee.  I  boasted 
likewise  of  some  literary  treasures,  snch  as 
^  The  whole  Duty  of  Man,^  an  odd  volome 
of  ^  Thomas  k  Kempis,^  six  yolumes  of  ^*  8ir 
Charles  Orandison,''  ''  The  Eton  Grammar,'' 
«  Ckjcker's  Arithmetic,'^  "  The  Delphin  Virgil,^ 
''  The  Fatal  Oath ;  or,  the  Sorrows  of  Sera* 
phina,^  in  five  volumes,  together  with  two 
novels  of  high  life,  in  sheets,  of  which  a  friend 
of  mine,  a  cheesemonger,  knowing  me  to  be  of 
a  reading  turn,  had  made  me  a  present. 

When  I  had  finished  my  catalogue,  Tibbetts 
burst  out  into  one  of  those  horse-laughs  which 
ofled  so  fearfully  to  shatter  the  nerves  of  poor 
Mr.  Piminy, — a  piece  of  rudeness  and  vulgarity 
which  disgusted  me  so  much,  that  I  was  half 
disposed  to  cut  all  further  connection  with 
him :  I  doubted  whether  an  introduction  by  so 
impolite  a  person  might  not  rather  retard  than 
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«dvanc«  my  prospects  in  life ;  but  the  Xfpol- 
lectioB  of  the  moneys  which  I  faad.inreited.W 
the  q>eciilatioti  opportotiely  occiin«j  to  .d«^vr- 
mine  me  to  follow  it  oat.  I  tuiiied«  ithens&i^ 
with  a  glance  of  sileot  dladaia  &oai  mjqwifr 
panion ;  and,  having  calmly  given  my  instniOi- 
tions  to  the  goatd  respecting  the  aafe.stofjsgf 
of  my  box,  took  my  seat  on  the  coach  «^ 
a  dignified  air.  I  was  followed  by  Tibbo!^ 
"who,  seeing  that  I  was  odendedi  aad.bQtiig»,if|9 
give  him  his  due,  a  perfectly  good-mM^oredjE^ 


''  Biit  eted  Chese  miserable  eircmnsianoM  e4nUd 
4ot  quell  thb  lively  magiDation  of  my  ftienclt 
Without  any  additioiiiil  oovmng,  the  only  dif^ 
ftMne  '  being  that  the  diabby  and  skin^ 
liewn  enrtotit,  his  ordinary  wear,  was  bnttoned 
efeie  io  his  body,  instead  of  hanging  IoomI;^ 
ASih  bis  riiocdders,  as  from  a  clothes-horse,  he 
irss  sb  apt  illastration  of  the  old  ditty,  the 
Mnthto  of  wliich  hnports  that  poverty  and 
Ai&fStMxtem,  when  associated  together,  will 
make  their  way  in  the  world.  Although  his 
ftsltll^s  were  pinched  np  and  empurpled  by 
fte  eold,  he  must  needs  amuse  himself  ^^  by 
ttking  rises'^  (as  he  termed  his  fun)  out  of 
two  staid  elderly  men,  who  occupied  the  seats 
tfppoAte  to  us. 

These  individuals,  one  of  whom  we  after- 
HMds  learned  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
petsoasiony  going  to  London  to  attend  a  sec- 
tatfiui  meeting,  were  as  unpromising  subjects 
for  wit  as  could  well  have  been  met  withal. 
No  pert  of  them  but  their  noses  and  eyes  was 
Yisibl^  so  heedful  had  they  been  to  defend 
timiseives  ftgamst  the  weather;  and  for  th^ 
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6nt  luJf  honr  neither  of  them '  liaff  o^jlft 
Va  lipe,  nut  csrmgt  perhapS)'  to  Bcbait'  tife 
eold  tur.  B^  that  time  m^  ociB|wmabt  &i#dff 
that  I  vtaM  not  diapoeed  to  ktiep  up  tho-bad 
bf  convenation,  tnrned  his  MteatiDik  tO'  Mt 
felltnT-traTellen  opposite.  ' 

He  began  hy  making  a  fev  geneml  v^nU^ 
of  which  the  persons  to  vhom  tiiejr  wen  -tS- 
llreBsed  took  no  fijrther  notice  than  by  a  nOd  0^ 
Btare.  He  then  eonuuenced  aaerieeef  imp4fe^ 
tinent  qnettiona,  to  which  he  could'  only  iiie<- 


{ffiMaUcii  »f,.g09at  penitence  jmi  iauxMif^ 
{f^TQithdMai  he  epntinoed  to  pegtet  Utteaii 
^^  their  aaljiye  4iihieai  proved,  too  iiiigfai]i: 
(t^^hitr^v^  9fl4  thajibegan  to  j^mbelr.  ISb* 
^dyUr.hiiMelf  wai  fhm  cdatent  to  enjoy  a  little 
repose;  but  about  the  middle  of  ihi  nighty 
^ri^eftO^ef  edaeh  eteipped  to  cdiange  horiee,  and 
jbtt  ae  I  was,  Snt  the  fiiai  tuae,  abldiig  into 
P,  fgentle  dote^  my  tioliUescmie  neigjibonr 
j^Hidgfid  ;ine^/aad  idik^eied  ia  my  ear.  tfait  In& 
mm  fmag.  to  eeU  the  pi»acher  a  bargain.  I 
pcbfidily  answered  that  I  cared  aothing  about 
flff^  begged  that  he  would,  at  all  e^rnsti^ 
^ei  me  rest  m  peacs^ 

,:«  Sefiore  I  could  te-settb  mysdf  to  deqs 
Tflbbetta  had  shaken  the  Baptist  out  of  hi% 
who,  starting  and  opening  his  drowsy  eyes  on 
the  glare  of  a  street-lamp,  was  greeted  by  the 
voice  of  his  tormentor,  pretending  that  he 
waated  to  tell  him  a  capital  stoiy,  while  he 
had  it  in  his  mind.  This  was  beyond  humap 
endurance,  and  the  enraged  dissenter,  forget- 
ting his  clerical  character,  cursed  him  for  a 
BEieddling  impertinent  rascal^  reviled  him  as  a 
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member  oP  the  swell  mob,  and  told  him  thit 
his  fate  would  be  the  gallows  in  tbla  world, 
and  hell  fire  in  the  next. 

This  dennndatioD  produced  a  burst  of  laugh- 
ter in  the  nnhapp;  subject  of  it,  wherefore  the 
reverend  genUeman  was  bo  exasperated,  that 
his  tongue  in  vain  essayed  at  first  to  articnlate, 
hot  idenching  hia  fist,,  and  settii^  hia  teadi^'he 
iwortf  as  soon  as  he  regained  his  nttuancBt 
tliat  he  would  knock  Tibbetta  off  the  etmAJt 
be  attempted   to   molest  bim  any  htthtr  i  M 
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^nTifesirm  and  myself  bring  both  fltnm^ili 
jrikoadcn,  ige  pot  up  at  the  hotel,  or  taJQm 
koflUrf,  in  the  e&jy  where  the  coach  stopped^ 
W^e^pfinposed,  of  course,  to  lose  no  thiie  iA 
mMag  mat  Tftbetts^s  friend.  I  perfermed  fi^ 
iliiition%  therefore,  and  dressed  mjself  ill  mf 
hai  doAes,  with  as  much  expedition  as  ^^ 
iniwiiitftTrtr  with  the  due  performance  of  thotiS 
operations.  On  descending  to  the  cofiee-rcMyt^ 
where  we  had  ordered  breakfisist,  I  was  much 
provoked  at  finding  my  comrade  sitting  before 
the  fire  in  statu  quo.  I  expected  that  he  would 
at  least  have  washed  and  shaved,  and  exchanged 
his  dingy  linen  for  the  spare  shirt  and  hose  of 
which  he  professed  to  be  proprietor.  I  had 
ealcolated,  also,  upon  the  brown  surtout  having 
undergone  the  discipline  of  the  brush.    I  coidd 
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not  Iielp  comtnentiDg  npon  his  fivB^  ai^MOV^^ 
aooe,  which  I  thought  signed  dtmactonstie: 
sloth  and  oaetineaB,  inaamoch  oa  it  admitted  of 
BO  easy  and  obvioos  a  remedy.  But  this  was- 
rath  sx  too  much  for  my  friend^s  good  nature  tir 
endu  e.  He  answered  tartly,  that  if  1  did  not' 
like  his  appearance,  I  might  lamp  it ;  that  ho,. 
who  was  ten  years  my  senior^  and  knew  the 
world,  was  not  to  be  taoght  by  a  chit  like  mo^ 
md  that  he  thought  himself  perfectly  competent 
to  manage  his  own  carcass.  He  would  wear  « 
beard  as  luii;?  aa  Abraliuiu's  if  lie  liked  it,  and 


itotHo-  iiMyfUm  the  flireeit  b€  I^iidoii^  «id  te: 
framt  afyt8t)Ye»  at  a  gitttt  inaaV  hotob.  Viiti»^ 
tai  ttjiag  aBOther  w<Qid^  nty  friend  Tuudieclt 
l&d,  in  ^aa  iacr^iiU  j  dbort  qpiace  of  ibhe^  oon^ 
lidttiiig  kn  acknowiedgei  want  of  piactice  in 
dbe  ioilei,  retamed  with  an  exterior  innch  isH 
proYod,  or  at  least  no  longer  unsightly. 

HaTii^  ^fiscofised  a  hearty  fareakfiust^  to  which 
my  fiiettd  (yer j  nnneoesBarily)  exhorted  me^ 
bjr  the  conaderation  that  we  dioold  pay  no 
nore  on  that  aeconnt,  we  set  out  in  search  of 
bur  expected  patron.  As  we  went,  my  ally 
explained  to  me  who  this  person  was,  and  the 
latnre  of  his  claims  upon  him.  It  seemed  that 
the  individual  in  question  had  been  the  intimate 
friend  of  Tibbetts^s  &ther,  who  had  done  him 
some  good  turns,  by  means  of  which  he  had  got 
on  in  life,  and  was  now  no  less  than  butler,  or 
house-steward,  to  a  great  lord.  Mr.  Robinson 
had  frequently  acknowledged  his  obligations  to 
old  Tibbetts  during  his  lifetime ;  and,  when  he 
died,  had  desired  the  sons  to  command  him,  if 
he  could  be  in  any  way  serviceable  to  tbem. 
"  But,"  said  Tibbetts,  "  my  brother  was  then 
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appmitioed,  and  I  had  a  very  good  idace,^aDd 
mnted  for  noUimg.  So  that,  yott  ses^  a>^  j 
haTCo'^  diawn  upoa  bu  gratitude  for  aBTtliia^ 
j«t|  I  haVe  a  rij^t  to  expect  tint  he  wJU  ndW 
do  the  haodsoine  thing,  both  by  me  and  H^ 
fiiend.     I  think  our  prospects  aie  pnity  fajrisl^ 

I  could  not  but  acknowledge  that  they  w^tat 
and  secretly  fetidtated  mjnelf  <m  my  good 
fititnae,  in  having  blkn  in  with  a  man  who  was 
wiUiitg  to  use  mch  interest  as  he  possessed  i» 

7  belialf.     Ab  wh  trmlLreil  along,  we  debated 


hekti  beat  wiA  U^dbt  of  mUtmirf* 
^eiriBg'ihat  stiflii  sbriUiMit  dealmy  tti|^ 
ifM^lilf  be  miiie;  i  poei^  fortk  a  phoAhM 
jSp^iiaks.  ^*  Pooh !  ^  oried  my  generoiiB  ftiett^ 
^^4siam  all  that.  I  'm  fit  for  me  thin;/  adl 
]fMfiEyr  t'otber-— iiiat  's  all.  Wliat  V  the  odUU^ 
80  long  as  you  ^re  happy  ?  But  I  say,  ^uaoil^ 
pa  wont  cut  us,  if  I  shcfiddnH  happen  to  l>i  in 
waA  swdl  fliociety  as  yon,  will  ye  ?^  ^  ^-^ 

'  1  Impelled  SQeh  a  supposition  with  wanilth^ 
tad  magnanimonsly  declared  that  I  wonld  irwtt 
iny  friend,  thongh  I  was  in  a  p»ty  of  wf 
gayest  acqaaintance,  and  he  was  in  a  threa«t- 
bare  eoat.  This  conyersation,  howerer  inti^ 
meting,  did  not  bring  ns,  either  figaratiydy  or 
Btearally,  an  inch  nearer  onr  destination.  We 
hid  perambnlated  varions  streets,  and  had  had 
oar  tempers  a  good  deal  tried  to  no  purpose. 
For  my  own  part,  I  was  surprised  to  find  such 
£sobliging  insolent  manners  in  the  inhabitants 
of  a  city  which  I  had  taught  myself  to  suppose 
was  the  focus  of  civilization.  I  had  requested 
of  seyeral  persons,  with  a  gravity  and  emphasis 
suited  to  the  dignity  of  the  theme,  to  direct 
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ne  iii  the  my  to  the  readenfle  af  tfas  Eati 
of  Appleshaw.  In  tuuwar  to  this  diil  inqtiki}^ 
one  had  giren  a  complicated  direotioii,  irift 
the  obvionB  inteotion  of  mieleading  hb  ;  Uiottcift 
gave  m  an  answer  whi^  was  not  onlj  wl^lly 
irteieTant,  but  extremely  insalting-.  A  HatA 
passed  on  without  taking  the  least  notioe  of  my 
qnestioa. 

My  compamon''8  applications  did  not  ttietft 
with  mnch  better  success.  Some,— ^and  these 
perhaps  showed  the  coolest  asanrance, — pie- 
ton^Ifd  tlmt  tiicv  .lid  not  know  wlirre  tlie  Earl 
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UidkpiBrds  ht  London  wlio  deBired  Ho  better 
fat  Uma  ratdnoicHng  uaBQ^diisticated  stiBiigeni. 
Be  infonned  us  ihfti  we  were  eome  dietance 
from  the  Earl  of  Apjdediaw'e  hoiiee,  we  being 
ai  Piccadilly  and  hie  lordahip  residing  in  Soho 
SqoBre.  He  gore  ns  tbe  number,  and  a  pai^ 
ticnlar  description  of  tlie  mansion,  tbat  we 
might  be  sore  not  to  mistake  it.  He  showed 
88  the  way  also  recy  dearly. 

We  both  thanked  him  very  smcerely,  and 
set  forth,  not  a  little  pleased  that  onr  vexations 
were  at  length  terminated ;  for  we  both  agreed 
that  it  was  easy  to  see  with  half  an  eye  that 
the  young  man  who  had  shown  so  mndi  sym- 
pathy with  onr  distress,  and  taken  so  much 
pains  to  set  us  right,  was  a  real  genUemanw 
But,  alas !  how  fallacious  are  outward  appear- 
ances! this  individual,  though  his  cloth  was 
of  the  first  quality,  —  though  he  wore  a  fancy 
waistcoat  of  an  expensive  pattern,  together  with 
a  massive  gold  chain — ^in  a  word,  though  his 
dress  and  appearance  seemed  to  us  to  bespeak 
the  first  style  of  fiusbion, — ^was  nothing  better 
than  a  bite. 
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..When  v«  anived  at  the  home,  vbisb  ^ 
imioediatelj  lecoj^oized  by  the  ^leamp^f^ 
thongh  it  had  not  the  imposiag  eztarios  .wl|t^ 
ve  had  expected  to  find  in  the  jxmdii^eff^gf 
a  great  nobleman,  we  knocked  modwtlf;  ait  tj^ 
fUwr,  which  WW  opened  hj  a  giavf; ,  f^^^V^ 
nun,  of  whom  we  inquired  wbethei;  ,we -onj^ 
ipaak  with  Mr.  Robinson.  The  dvDfit^  «M 
BWfired  that  he  did  not  know  i"tr,g*ffiH>pijj§. 
of  that  name ;  whereupon  we  asked  .wbet^ 
that  was  not  the  booae  of  the  Eod  of  Ag^*- 


^iliTis^iiblideflsIjr,  and  I  may^  sl^  b&t- 
flSlf^ii:l^6emjg''youi  vriAei  habits  in  the  hrtiiA 
imi'^^'^j.'  Hafe  je  not  heard  what  blii 
¥^A'  dSeikOiiiicisd  a^^ainst  those  who  stand  "iA 
•Hi  ije^ils  aiM  ihOjftbh's  bouse  ?  O  fie !  And 
jte;^  X^dniMig  Tparliciilarly  to  me,)  "  poor^  *  ittii 
Ut^yAhsiaSotti  boy !  who  onght  to  be  lear# 
iij^  f^sMM^^  of  moralitj,  instead  of  practinng 
1^^  of  ^ '  whsit  dialt  I  saj  to  yon  ?  I  ad 
it^i^frer^  At  stich  precocious  depravity.'*  *  -^ 
'Here  he  paused,  and  T,  who  had  actuaUy 
ttlteA  his  irtteily  unintelligible  and  most  im* 
fiii^bMit  harangue  for  a  new  specimen  of  that 
town  wit  with  which  I  had  been  already  so 
ttmdt  harassed,  now  lost  all  patience,  and  burst 
fcrtk  with  a  yolley  of  erery  abusive  epithet 
aUb  I  tenld  command.  Thus  assailed,  the 
&tk  atianger  diook  his  head,  sighed,  and  gave 
me-up  for  lost ;  a  sentence  which  enraged  mete 
that  degree,  that  I  believe  I  should  have  ofier* 
^  fafm  personal  violence,  had  not  Tibbetts  re^ 
Sfanined  me,  while  the  Impertinent  himself^ 
finding  that  he  had  carried  the  joke  far  enough^ 
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:  BjHUb  time  a  nnaJl  nwb  lud^  faeta'AttnAail 

by  th«  commotion;  and,  to  eflnpe  fitm.lMtf 

jeers  and  j(d:e«,  we  took  ihflltBr  in  a  nfeigttt 
bouring  ibop.  In  answer  to  our  uqnii^t  -mbA 
lired  at  the  house  to  whicb  ve  hast  beea  iif 
rectedP  —  the  shopman  infbnned  hb  tl«i''^tfal 
house  we  pointed  oat  was  one  of  ill  character ; 
and  whoever  sent  no  thither  in  search  of  a 
uobleman,  mnst  have  egreg^oosly  imposed  upon 
onr  innocence,  as  no  persons  of  qnality  lired 
in  that  quarter  of  the  town. 
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kahahmBiami^  lb  prooMd  to  Iob  ktddiip^s 
liBitte:in^m  haekney  ooach.  We  gladly  took 
tte  innt^  iiie  leoanqnBDO^  of  wUdi  was  that  iq 
Ui  Aani  lielf  an  hour  ve  were  BsSely  and 
liritiAfy  di^^o^ed   at  the  deor  of  tiie  EarK 


-      '•-.,11      ,  .    . 
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CHAPTEB  IX. 


fiAviNo  dismissed  oar  equipage,  we  a.p-' 
proached  with  basliful  steps,  the  stately' 
threshold  of  the  peer,  and  our  application  for 
admittance  was  answered  as  soon  as  the  porter' 
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flbook  me  by  the  hand  very  graciously  when  I 
was  presented  to  him.  He  did  not  confine  hi^ 
dyititieB  to  empty  profeadons ;  for  when  these 
were  ^spensed,  he  insisted  on  onr  taking  some 
refreshment,  and  ordered  a  natty  footboy,  who 
attended  his  bellg^  to  biihg  in  a  tray. 

While  the  luncheon  was  preparing,  Mr. 
Steward,  w;hose  manners  were  remarkably  po- 
liued^  exprjessed  his  hope  that  he  was  indebted 
fiic  ^e  ^plefisnre  of  seeing  the  son  of  his  ^^  exr. 
oeQent  frjend^  to  some  good  situation  whiqh 
the.  former  had  obtained  in  London.  Tibbetts 
atjailed  himself  of  this  favourable  opening  i^- 
di8c]o0e  thQ  object  of  his  visit.     Mr.  Robinson 

listened,  with  the  same  urbane  sinile  and  mea-^^ 

-ru.  ;■ .    1-  ■  •  •  .  .1 

SDred  inclipalion  of  the  head,  to  the  statement 
wUch  Tibbetts  delivered  of  his  own  views  and 


Q^fmepf  his  friend  (myself  to  wit).  When  he 
luid  fipished .  his  communication,  Mr.  Robinson 
replied  that  he  should  feel  great  pleasure  m. 
pomoting  his  and  my  wishes,  but  candidly 
owned  that  he  had  some  doubt  whether  hgi 
could  be  of  immediate  use  to  us  in  the  line, 
?hich  we  had  chicked  out.  ^   . 
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*'  I  could  name,"  be  said,  "  serenil  yoang 
meo  of  mj  acqnuatauce,  very  well  gdootoA 
joottg  men,  and  of  very  gent«el  conneotion^ 
who  would  gludly  take  a  snbordinata  sitaalioil 
in  a  second  or  third  rate  city  establidanNlll 
Bat  the  times  are  so  bad,  and  trade  is  ■• 
lan^isbing,  that  the  shopkeepers  have  been 
obliged  to  discharge  half  their  joong  nuati 
It 's  no  use  haviog  shopmen,  yon  know,  Mrt 
a — I — beg — yoor — pardon — when  there  an  no 
customers — ha  !  ha  !  ba  I     Pray  give  me  lean  t 
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fttteinlj  not  flacrifioed  to  the  Graces.  He 
iKide  taa  binsh  by  hk  Tulgar  remarks  and 
VQiidenMBts  about  ^  the  set  out,^  the  fine 
foality  «iid  deanlinesB  of  the  napkin  which 
was  flpfeead  upon  the  tray,  the  silver  forks,  with 
whi«h,  m  he  must  needs  gratnitoudy  inform 
US)  he  then  ate  for  the  first  time.  Notwith- 
atanding  my  winks,  and  kicks  <m  his  shins,  he 
wcdd  persist  in  dipping  his  knife  in  the  salt* 
oellari  and  conreying  the  food  to  his  mouth 
%Tith  the  same  implement.  The  booby  also 
refused  Mr.  Bobinson^s  challenge  to  drink 
wine,  because^  forsooth,  he  preferred  ^^  a  pull  *^ 
at  the  Barclay  and  Perkins  XXX.  I  could 
not  help  contemplating  this  unmannerly  con- 
duct with  a  feeling  of  pity,  as  the  reflection 
occurred  to  me  that  it  must  be  an  insuperable 
bar  to  his  prospects  in  life. 

A  long  fast,  and  the  vexations  which  we 
had  encountered  in  the  streets,  together  with 
some  small  degree  of  anxiety  about  the  result 
of  our  appUcation  to  Mr.  Robinson,  had  hi- 
therto repressed  his  facetiousness,  but  now, 
alas !  it  broke  loose  again.     To  my  horror,  he 
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oonuneocad  m   burlesque   hiatoiy  of  {h*  di^ri^ 

•dTentares,  which  I  would  have  ginn  a  gWBMl 
to  keep  seciet,  as  they  were  not  calcnlatad.'tA 
enhance  Mr.  RotHiisoii''B  eenw  of  oar  kaowm 
ledge  of  the  world.  -  -.  r 

Luckily  oar  host  did  not  aeem  to  taktt  kiti 
amiled,  certainlj,  but  eridentlj  beOKon  Isl 
WW  too  conrteona  to  took  gtave  at  a  miallE 
jokes.  I  concealed  my  annoyance,  and  affaotod' 
likewise  to  smile  away  the  maumtise  ptiAamti 
terie  of  my  companion,  and  took  the  fint  «p<! 
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jk^ki/tiA  MrtBiBly  Was  9^  that  finie  ^or  «««' 
kHT'.iaUnrt  to  both  of  os.    Oar  powetfy" 
fcMiiliCd.  j»t  Ml  to  renew  his  professknifl  df 
wilii|iiiMii  In  serve  us,  eonpled,  however,  witfr' 
s  red^itulation  of  the  manj  fottnidable  ob- 
iticl^.^te  the  ffMceM:  of  ^his  ekevtions  m  ^ 
bsMfri^'^AiD  he  assured  ns  thai  no  exerticmV 
tmU  betvaHtiag  on-  Us  part  to  forward  dor 
^aiiirtiitad^<  rising  as  he  spoke^  apologised^ 
UmMJM^^iMigoA  tawisb  us  good  day^  Vh' 
k^}4sf:  kiftness  haTing  anrired.    He  ^hook* 
^lA jrf  W^JNty  eovdiaUy  by  the  hand,  and  siad. 
tltcilioftli  Hi  iiriichtn^  to  see  us  at  any  tilM' 
irib«liitwli  orilrht  fike  to  drop  in,  very  haitd^ 
•Midjri  towed ;  OS  oat  of  the  apartment,  and  in 
%ifgMitipt*ry  tone  ordered  his  boy  to  show  ns- 
olitMtiie  ball  door. 
ii   :■''.•'•■ 


•-.r  . 
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CHAPTER  X. 


If  our  receptioo  by  Mr.  Bobineon  bad  not 
anrpassed  onr  moet  saDguiue  expectaiioDM  in 
it3  cordiality  and  promise,  we  coald  not  agree 
tbat  we  were  disappointed  therewith.    Aj  to 
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flich  a  Ynlgariaii  to  any  situation  which  would 
entitle  him  to  mix  in  good  society. 

Whether  Mr.  Robinson  meant  to  use  his 
interest  in  my  behalf,  I  could  not  safely  con- 
jecture;  but  I  inclined  to   hope  so,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  which  he  had  started, 
as  the  meaning  of  these  might  possibly  have 
been   to  enhance  the  favour.     I   did  not,  of 
course,  communicate  my  views,  to  their  full 
extent,  to  poor  Tibbetts,  being  unwilling  seri- 
oudy  to  damp  his  hopes,  or  hurt  his  feelings. 
I  threw  out  a  delicate  hint,  however,  that  he 
would  do  well   to   turn   his  thoughts   towards 
earning  a  livelihood  in  some  menial  capacity, 
which    I    thought   it   probable    Mr.    Hobinson 
would  procure  for  him. 

I  was  glad  to  find  that  he  took  my  sugges- 
tion in  good  part,  and  professed  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  him  what  situation  in 
life  he  filled,  so  as  it  would  enable  him  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together,  and  have  an  occasional 
frolic.  I  was  pleased  to  find  the  poor  fellow 
in  a  frame  of  mind  so  suitable  to  his  condition 
ftnd  prospects;  for  I  could  not  but  entertain 
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a  sort  of  regard  for  him,  despite  hia  lov-liTed 

manners  and  conversation. 

But  while  I  was  specukting  on  the  fiitnze, 
the  immediate  means  of  subsistence  were  want- 
iDg.  My  stock  was  now  reduced  to  a  iew  shit- 
lings,  and  these  I  must  share  with  my  comp»- 
nioD ;  BO  that  two  or  three  days,  at  the  ntmo^ 
would  bring  us  to  destitution.  With  the 
view  of  stimulating  him  to  ezertion>  I  imparted 
this  doleful  fact,  and  its  necessary  conse^UEHO^ 
to  Tibbetts,  who,  far  from  feeling  alarmed  at 
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Having  been  somewhat  awakened  to  the  ways 
of  the  town  by  our  first  day^s  experience,  we 
met  with  no  adyentore  worthy  of  record,  save 
that  a  handsome  silk  handkerchief,  (my  only 
one,  by  the  way,)  which  I  wore  half  hanging 
oat  of  my  coat  pocket,  after  the  fashion  of 
Mr.  Piminy,  was  abstracted  therefrom  by  one 
of  the  unprincipled  persons  who  infest  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  When  I  discovered 
my  loss,  I  was  strongly  disposed  to  go  before 
a  police  magistrate,  and  request  the  assistance 
of  a  Bow-street  officer ;  but  was  deterred  by 
the  information  that  the  expense  of  such  a 
proceeding  would  far  exceed  the  value  of  the 
article  stolen. 

To  these  holidays  succeeded  that  dreaded 
mom  which  was  to  usher  in  a  dinnerless  day. 
We  then  held  a  consultation,  as  to  what  was  to 
be  done ;  but  though  our  wits  were  sharpened 
by  necessity,  our  united  ingenuity  foiled  for  a 
long  time  to  hit  upon  any  device  to  procure  us 
ft  present  meal.  At  length  we  agreed,  that  our 
best  chance  would  be  to  drop  a  call  upon  Mr. 
Robinson.     We  sallied  forth,  therefore,  timmg 
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oar  visit  eo  as  to  catch  him  when  he  shonid  lid 
at  leisure  ;  and  we  proposed,  not  onty  to  ntisf^ 
oar  hunger,  but  libevise  to  come  to  eb  imder- 
standing  with  the  major^omo  leBpecting'  hb 
Vrish  or  ability  to  serve  us. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  Eari'e  hospltailile 
tnaDsion,  a  grateful  steam  of  saroary  Viands 
ascending  from  the  kitchen  afea  talnt^  ottr 
nostrils.  Our  iiatural  appetites,  rendered  matt 
eager  for  fruition  by  this  incitemeilt,  we  hastffy 
made    the    signal    for   adnussion,   atid    cnned 
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room,  I  asked  him  if  ha  recollected  us,  to  which 
he  immediately  answeied,  in  a  ngnificant  tone, 
V'  jPeifecUy.^  And  finding  that  we  stood  irre- 
acJatey  he  requested  ns  to  retire,  as  mj  loid 
was  coming  down  stairs  to  go  to  his  carriage, 
wkich  was  in  waitii^. 

.,  With  slow  and  reluctant  steps  we  then 
tamed  away;  and  scarcely  had  we  quitted  the 
door,  when,  my  rage  at  tins  disappointment 
burst  out  against  Tibbetts,  to  whose  blackguard 
appearance  I  attributed  it  that  we  had  been 
denied  admittance  to  Mr.  Bobinson'^s  party. 
Tibbetts  was  for  bursting  out  into  an  invectiye 
against  the  insolence  of  the  footman,  but  I 
warmly  vindicated  him,  and  declared,  that  he 
was  perfectly  right  not  to  admit  such  a  dirty, 
ill-dressed  fellow  to  disgrace  his  superior's 
company. 

Tibbetts  cast  a  half  rueful,  half  comical 
j^ce  at  his  apparel,  which  incensed  me  be- 
yond measure.  I  abused  him,  I  belieye,  in 
very  gross  terms,  and  reproached  him  with  the 
money  which  I  had  advanced  on  his  account. 
This  allusion  alone  seemed  to  touch  him  nearly ; 
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ftll  my  other  reriling  he  had  borne  vitlt  good 
hmnoDr — at  least  with  patience;  bat  when  I 
told  him  that  he  had  quartered  himself  npOQ 
me,  and  cheated  me  of  moaey  mider  felce  pi^ 
teDces,  he  started,  and  muttering  that  "  he 
could  not  stand  that,"  abruptly  turned  awaj, 
and,  striking  down  a  narrow  street,  was  oat  of 
■igbt  in  a  few  minntes.  My  first  refiection  was 
one  of  remoiw,  for  bavbg  suffered  mj  petulance 
to  carry  me  so  far.  I  had  do  reawm  to  doubt 
Tibbetts'  goodness  of  heart  and  honesty  of  in- 
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CHAPTER   XI. 

I  BBKAiNSD  at  h<mie  the  rest  of  the  day,  in 
expectation  of  volj  chum ;  bat  he  did  not  appear, 
and  hia  absence,  combined  with  the  emptiness 
of  my  stomachy  and  the  desolateness  of  my 
prospects,  made  me  yery  melancholy,  which 
being  perceived  by  my  landlady,  a  respectable 
widow  woman,  who  kept  a  small  huckster  s 
shop,  she  kindly  inquired  if  anything  ailed  me  ? 
At  first  I  evaded  her  inquisitiveness ;  but  being 
pressed,  I  opened  my  heart  to  the  good  woman, 
aud  told  her,  not  only  that  I  had  had  a  dispute 
with  lay  friend,  who  I  feared  had  been  hurried 
into  some  rash  act  by  my  ill  usage,  but  like- 
wise that,  in  consequence  of  my  being  dis- 
appointed in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  situation 
immediately,  through  the  interest  of  a  friend,  I 
was  reduced  to  penury :   in  fact,   that  I  had 

e5 
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not  the  means  of  paying  my  lodging,  Dor,  tf 
conrae,  of  parohaeiDg  another  meal,  nnleH  I 
pawned  my  clothee,  which  I  should  be  driven 
to  do  the  next  day,  unless  some  turn  of  fitrtoae 
should  take  place.  The  good  womaB  was 
mauifeftly  afiected  at  this  pitiiid  story.  She 
dared  to  say,  indeed,  that  poor  Tibbetta  had 
ttthcr  cut  his  throat  or  thrown  himself  into  the 
Thames ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  bade  me  hope 
for  the  beet.  Meanwhile  she  insisted  that  I 
should  take  a  dish  of  tea  with  her  and  a  Mend ; 


feeljiigs,  I  made. a  heart j  meal  of  tea  and 
buttered  toaai.  I  stayed  at  home  all  next  da^^ 
and  eYening  closed,  yet  no  Tibbetts  appeared. 
But,  at  a  yerj  late  hour^  as  I  sat  Terj  despond* 
ingly  in  my  diamber,  studying  whether  any^ 
or  ^hat  means. conld  be  employed  to  obtaiiT 
tidings  1^  my  friend,  I  recognized,  to  my  great 
delight,  hk-  step  upon  the  stair*  I  rushed  out 
to  meei  him,  but  started  back  when  my  eyes 
feU  upon  him,  so  metamorphosed  had  he  be* 
come.  I  no  longer  saw  the  shabby  brown 
coat,  the  shirt  indining  to  the  like  sombre  hue, 
and  the  half- washed  features  of  my  friend  ;  but, 
in  place  of  these,  I  beheld  his  person  arrayed 
in  the  gay  livery  of  the  Earl  of  Applesfaaw ; 
his  linen  was  fresh  from  the  laundry,  and  his 
bee  had  evidently  been  in  closer  intimacy  with 
8oap  and  water  than  I  had  known  it  for  some 
time ;  his  locks  also  had  undergone  the  discip- 
line, not  only  of  the  scissors,  but  of  the  curling- 
irons  and  the  powder-puff!  He  laughed  at  my 
obvious  amazement,  and  advanced  to  me  with 
the  affectation  of  a  footman'^s  jaunty  air.  Re* 
covering    myself  before   I  made  any  inquiry 
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rapecting  the  history  of  las  tmufbimatirai,  I 
apologized,  in  tew  bnt  strong  words,  for  my 
conduct  on  the  preceding  day. 

Tibbetts  woB  instantly  satiified,  and  aaraved 
me  that  all  was  forgotten,  and  even  claimed  « 
share  of  the  blame  to  himself.  He  said  thai 
my  uputting  bad  done  him  a  great  benefit,  fbr 
it  was  the  cause  of  bis  now  being  well  pro- 
Tided  for.  It  appeared  that  when  he  left  me, 
stUDg  by  my  reproaches,  be  had  determined 
sot  to  return  to  me  nntil  he  hod  made  himself 
iiniri>cmli.'iit   of  my  i'urtbcr  ii^e^it-tnuci.'.      Under 
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thai  it  will  about  repaj  ytm^wliat  jon  ^ve  kid 
«fti  on  my  aecouni.^ 

80  saying,  he  tendered  me  the  giittering  001114 
whieh^  on  account  of  the  unfriendly  allnBions  I 
had  80  recently  made  to  this  subject,  I  heritated 
io  take ;  but  as  Tlbbetts  was  resolute,  I  suffered 
Um  to  force  the  vile  dross,  the  proverbial 
mischief-^naker  between  friends,  into  my  waist* 
coat  pocket.  After  this  little  struggle  between 
lefinement  of  feeling  on  the  one  side,  and 
stmightforward  honesty  on  the  other,  Tibbetts 
proceeded  to  expatiate  on  what  he  was  ccmteni 
to  term  his  good  fortune. 

'^  To  give  him  his  due,"  said  he,  ^  Robinson 
has  done ,  the  handsome  thing  by  me  at  last. 
He  clearly  proved  to  me  that  he  did  not  want 
an  additional  hand ;  and  that  if  he  did,  he  could 
have  the  pick  of  a  hundred  better  qualified 
than  myself:  therefore,  you  see,  it  was  out  of 
pure  good  nature  he  took  me  into  my  lord^s 
service.  As  I  have  nominally  nothing  to  do, 
all  the  odd  jobs  fall  to  my  share,  such  as  carry* 
log  coals,  drawing  water,  assisting  to  clean 
knives,  black  shoes,  &c.    Besides,  I  find  that 
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I  Bhail  have  to  rifle  an  boor  ei^er  tbao  tba 
other  men  servants,  to  bnuh  tlie  UverieB,  «f 
which  there  are  six  suite  in  daily  weai.  I  am 
expected  to  be  clean  and  liveried  at  six  o'clock, 
to  help  the  footmen  to  lay  the  cloth,  under  the 
superiotendence  of  the  undeivbutler,  who  d-^u 
my  awkwardness  every  minute,  and  calls  this 
teaching  me  my  business,  for  which,  I  asaute 
you,  be  thinks  I  ought  to  be  very  mnch 
obliged  to  him ;  so  that  among  them  I  think 
tliey  will  take  care  that  I  shall  not  eat  the 
l.io;;>i    <>f  Ulk'iK-i>i.     Tliu  only  .li;i 


wiUi  work,  and  leqairee  to  be  valeted.  Now 
a^  I  trnfortiiBatel  J  stand  only  five  feet  nine  in 
m^  flhoes,  and  Iiave  no  particniar  beauty  to 
boast  of,  I  can  never  hope,  as  my  taller  fellow- 
servants  assnre  me,  to  rise  beyond  a  single- 
hmided  place  in  s<nne  half-and-half  sort  of  fe^ 
auly.  But  never  mind;  as  I  said  before^ 
what  "^s  the  odds  so  long  as  you  Ve  'appy.^ 

I  congratnlated  my  firiend  on  his  having  se** 
eared  an  immunity  from  present  starvation; 
and  with  respect  to  his  future  prospects,  I 
gave  him  that  common-place  consolation  which 
alone  I  could  conscientiously  afford.  It  was 
plain  that  the  good-natured  fellow  was  no 
longer  in  a  condition  to  offer  me  a  helping 
hand ;  indeed  I  felt  that  it  would  be  deroga- 
tory to  accept  the  recommendation  of  a  foot- 
man. 

While  I  was  thus  ipusing  upon  my  own 
fate,  Tibbetts,  who  seemed  to  guess  the  sul>- 
ject  of  my  thoughts,  at  once  brought  the  sub- 
ject on  the  tapis  with  an  abrupt  exclamation 
of,  '*  Haog  it !  Simon,  if  I  was  you  I  M  sink 
false  pride,  and  look  out  for  a  service."" 
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X  BDuled,  aud  might  bare  replied  in  a  puo^. 
c£  the  Mscedonian's  famong  answer,  '!  So- 
would  I,  if  I  were  Tibbetta,"  bnt  repressed  tin 
repartee,  from  a  reloctance  to  hurt  tlw  goodi 
creature's  feelings  by  the  suggestion  trf  Bit 
odious  comparisoD.  Nay,  I  thanked  him  for 
his  advice,  and  said  I  would  connder  of  it. 
He  urged  me  with  much  empliaais  to  do  so, 
and  flattered  me  with  the  aasarance  that  a 
genteel  fellow  like  me  could  not  fiul  to  get  mi 
in  service ;    for  though  my  slight  stature  di»- 
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npitoeasy  and  promisbig  to  call  the  foUawmg 
evening,  if  he  oould  get  leave  of  absence,  he 
wai  oUiged  to  hurry  away,  the  hour  which  he 
hid  been  permitted  to  spend  abroad  having 
idmost  expired. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


After  he  was  gone,  I  began  serionel^  to  A^ 
bate  in  my  own  mind  whether  I  ehonld  low 
caste  hj  passing  &om  the  serrice  of  the  pablto 
behind  a  counter,  to  the  post  of  a  nobleman'^ 
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fiiduonable  register-office,  to  which  I  was  guided 
by  adyertisement. 

After  waiting  in  an  onter  room  for  nearly 
two  honrs,  among  a  crowd  of  candidates  for 
senritude,  mj  tnm  for  admission  at  length 
came,  and  I  was  beckoned  by  a  boy,  who 
officiated  as  nsher,  into  an  inner  apartment* 
There  I  Ibiaid  an  elderly  man^  of  sour  aqpect, 
Mated  at  a  desk.  I  had  stood  before  him  m<Nr6 
thasL  a  minute  ere  he  condescended  to  notice 
me  ;  and,  when  he  laid  his  pen  behind  his  ear, 
and  raised  his  spectacled  eyes  from  a  sort  of 
kdger  in  which  he  had  been  writing,  he  &yoared 
me  with  a  scrutimzing  glance,  not  certainly  of 
the  most  encouraging  description,  and  asked 
me,  in  a  harsh  and  somewhat  contemptuous 
lone,  what  I  wanted?  As  brevity  is  no  less 
essential  to  business  than  to  wit,  I  thought  to 
conciliate  the  crabbed  agent  by  a  succinct  state- 
ment of  my  views.  I  told  him  that  I  wished 
§ot  a  situation  as  valet  de  chambre,  and  that 
it  was  inunaterial  to  me  whether  I  served  a 
iMcbelor  or  married  man ;  that  I  should  prefer 
town  to  country ;  and  modestly  added,  that  as 
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I  was  a  yoUDg  man,  and  had  never  aeoi  serrlee, 
I  shonld  be  content  with  a  salarj  whidt  wonM 
snffice  to  keep  me  on  ^ood  tenns  with  my 
tailor  and  laundress.  I  thonght  it  right  to- 
mention,  likewise,  that  if  the  dnties  of  a  BectlK 
taiy  were  to  be  superadded  to  those  of  a  Tsletj 
I  conndered  myself  competent  to  nndertdfo' 
them,  having  received  a  good,  and  paiti^ 
classical,  education ;  and  gave  htm  to  undar' 
stand,  besides,  that  in  seeking  a  sitnatioa  6f 
this  kind,  I  rather  descended  &om  the  line  dl 
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Although  I  did  not  ezaetly  comprehend  the 
itttate  of  this  compliments^  yet  the  meannesa 
c^its  description,  and  the  contmnelioue  manner 
iilrwhich  it  was  offered,  were  not  calculated  to 
gi¥^  me  a  high  idea  of  its  dignity.  Deters 
iQiQed,  however,  not  to  commit  myself  by 
losing  my  temper,  I  bowed  politely,  and  begged 
tJiBrOld  gentleman  wonld  fayonr  me  with  an 
QQ^plaDation.  My  coolness  inflamed  him,  and 
ha  bade  me  begone  abont  my  business  with 
aboat  the  same  inflection  of  voice  that  you 
wonld  use  to  an  intmsiye  dog.  I  thanked  him 
with  a  grin  for  his  extreme  courtesy,  and  wonld 
have  indulged  the  ironical  vein  still  further; 
but  seeing  the  old  mflSan  lay  his  hands  yiciously 
on  a  ponderous  quarto  near  him,  as  if  he  meant 
to  launch  it  at  my  head,  I  was  moved  by  the 
better  part  of  valour  to  withdraw  abruptly. 

When  I  reached  the  street,  my  indignation 
at  the  insult  I  received  could  no  longer  be 

*  A  clicker  to  a  slop-shop  is  probably  the  dirty  Jewish- 
ktokiog  stripling,  emblematically  clad  in  the  Aided  relics 
of  dandyism,  who  is  stationed  in  certain  alleys  of  the  city 
to  waylay  foot-passengers  with  importunities  to  buy  and 
sell  old  clothes* 
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repressed,  and  raged  witli  the  greater  fuiy 
from  being  disappointed  in  its  legitimate  object. 
I  hurried  along,  with  frowning  brovs  and  coiti- 
preseed  lips,  until  the  stares  and  sneers  of  the 
paseers-by  reminded  me  that  I  was  exposiBg 
myself.  I  then  recollected  myself,  and  paused 
to  consider  what  was  next  to  be  done.  I  de- 
cided to  proceed  forthwith  to  a  second  InteDi- 
gence-office,  situated  in  another  (juarter  of  the 
town.  This  1  guessed  to  be  a  superior  place 
to  the  one  I  had  at  first  applied  to.     It  bad  a 
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I  departed,  well  content  to  spend  another 
week  upoa  my  means,  never  donbtbg  that 
wiihm  a  fortnight  I  should  be  m  possession  of 
a  good  berth.  Daring  the  interyal  I  saw 
XM>thing  of  Tibbetts,  who,  I  therefore  presamed, 
to  be  in  too  full  employment  to  find  any  time 
fffr  recreation.  I  consoled  myself  for  the  dis- 
appointment  of  his  promised  visit  by  the  reflec- 
tion^  that  as  onr  respective  paths  in  life  would 
probably  be  wide  apart,  it  might  be  as  well 
that  onr  fiiendship  should  be  dropped.  I 
sincerely  wished  well  to  the  young  man,  and 
admitted  his  good  qualities ;  but  I  felt  that  his 
manners  and  conversation  were  such  as  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  his  ever  rising  beyond 
a  certain  rank  in  society.  Besides,  how  unbe- 
coming would  it  be  for  a  scrubby  footman  to  be 
paying  a  visit  to  my  lord's  gentleman  !  What 
would  be  thought  of  such  a  connection  in  the 
housekeeper's  room !  What  sort  of  company 
would  the  butler  and  my  ladyVmaid  infer  that 
I  had  been  accustomed  to  ?  Friendship  and  old 
fellowship  were  nothing  to  the  purpose.  True, 
that  Tibbetts  and  myself  had  once  been  equals. 


96  FITZ-WIGOntl. 

—  at  least  in  station ;  ire  were  noir  no  longer 
such,  in  any  respect.  He  had,  of  fais  own  &e»- 
will,  descended  in  life ;  I  kept  my  pboe.  What 
then  P  .  The  harmony  of  society  most  be  pr»- 
■erred.  The  valet  could  not  be  hail-feOow- 
well-met,  with  the  liTeried  iackey. 

Tbna  I  teasoned  with  myself;  and,  in  fna- 
snance  of  the  conclnsion  to  which  I  arrived,  I 
determined,  in  case  I  should  meet  Tibbetts,  to 
be  very  amhig^oos  about  my  prospects ;  aad* 
when  I  quitted  my  lodgings,  to  leave  no  dna 
by  ^vLicL  Ijl'   ^LoliU   he   alio   to   find   i 
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WHii  BO  1  repaited  forthwith  to  the  readelMi 
of  a  fenUeman  wiCh  a  yerj  Don-like,  tan- 
tiAe^ical^  aiistocratic,  plebeian  commodity  of 
vUoBBy  The  ace  of  the  mansion  was  eal- 
cdlsied  to  giye  a  large  idea  of  the  owner*il 
opulence,  and  I  already  congratnlated  myself 
oiH'ibe  chance  of  fonning  an  important  item 
tf  ipoeh  an  establishment.  Well  indeed  might 
the  derk  have  prepared  me  to  find  an  irregnlar 
flisfly ;  for  though  the  time  was  past  noon 
#tp0n  I  called,  the  porter  was  not  yet  at  failf 
pfait,  and  the  door  was  leisurely  opened  by  a 
bondmaid,  who,  after  considerable  delay,  pro* 
ctered  me  tbe  attendance  of  a  footman,  whose 
drowsy  countenance  and  dishabille  seemed  to 
iBlimate  that  he  had  not  long  quitted  the  arms 
rf  Morpheus. 

Having  explained  my  business  to  this  hope* 
fill  domestic,  he  told  me  that  I  could  not  see 
Us  gentleman  for  three  hours  at  least,  as  he 
seldom  rose  before  four  o'clock ;  but  in  the 
mean  time,  if  I  would  do  him  the  honour  to 
breakfest  with  him,  he  should  be  very  happy 
to  see  me,  and  the  meal  would  be  ready  in 

VOL.  I.  ^ 
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less  than  half  an  hour.  I  was  cot  so  proud, 
but  that  I  accepted  aa  invitation  bo  well  meant^ 
and  couched  in  euch  becoming  terms,  and  whiU 
John  went  "  to  clean  himself,*'  I  sat  down  in 
the  dining-parlour.  In  a  few  minutes  he  re- 
turned ;  and,  to  my  snrprise,  conducted  me  to  . 
a  email,  Lut  elegantly  furnished  attiog-room, 
where  was  a  table  spread  with  a  substantial 
breakfast,  consieting  of  tea,  coffee,  rolls,  meat, 
malt,  and  brandy.  Without  noticing  my  eri* 
dent  surprise,  he  begged  me  to  be  seated,  and 


FITZ-WIGGIN8.  99 

thirrt,  my  enriodty  to  fathom  the  secret  of  this 
lingnlar  hospitality  became    so    strong,    that 
without  hazarding  the  impertinence  of  a  direct 
qaestion,  I  threw  out  a  delicate  hint  with  the 
Tiew  of  eliciting   information    npon    the    sub- 
ject.    My  prince  of  lackeys  ^ooiE;  me  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  with  a  wink  and  a  fore-finger  laid 
significantly  agamst  his  nose,  informed  me  that 
the  governor  did  not  care  to  say  anything  to 
him,  "  because/^  he  added,  with  another  wink 
and  nod  which  were  meant  to  speak  volumes, 
but  which  I  was  then  so  young  as  not  exactly 
to  comprehend,   '*  because    he   knows  as  how 
I  'm  up  to  snuff.'*'     The  context,  however,  ex- 
plained this  oracular  intimation  and  confirmed 
my  conjecture.      "A   lecturer  at   the   litery* 
society  of  which  I  ^m  a  member,  says  in  his 
speech,  the  other  night,  says  he,  'knowledge 
is  power.'     To  be  sure,  I  did  clap  the  old  boy 
like  a  good  un  for  that,  it  seemed  to  come  home 
80  pat  to  me  ;  for  if  it  wasn't  for  what  I  knows 
of  the  goings  on  of  some  folks  in  this  house, 
as  shall  be  nameless,  it  wouldn't  be  half  quar- 

•  Qy.  literary  ? 

F    2 
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ter  the  place  that  it  is  to  me.     HowBoerer, 

tte  hug  as  Edwards  does  the   civil  thing  hj 

me,   I  shan't  split.      I  scoro  to  do  anything 

QDhaDdsome. 

'*  Oh,  I  onderstand  now,"  said  I.  "  Mr. 
Edwards  is  the  butler.'" 

'*  Yes,  and  a  deviliBh  good  ftllow ;  for  be 
it  from  me  to  Bay  anything  to  the  contrary ; 
80  let's  drink  his  health."  With -this  he  filled 
out  two  bumpers  of  brandy,  one  of  which  he 
tendered  to  me  and  the    other  be  tossed  off 
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moch  iBOie;  for  he^s  a  gentleman  every  inch, 
that  I  will  say  of  him,  though  I  Ve  Trorn  hia 
Uvery  these  two  years,  and  have  never  seen 
the  colour  of  his  money  yet ;  howsoever,  all  ''s 
one  for  that ;  I  can^t  say  as  I  Ve  lost  much. 
Well,  as  I  was  saying,  the  consequence  of  all 
this  here  is,  that  he  haVt  got  a  rap.  Every- 
thii^  is  gone  to  the  Jews,  or  else  spouted; 
and  when  we  gives  a  feed,  the  plate  comes 
fioQi  '  my  uncle,^  and  the  ^prentices  waits  at 
table,  rigged  out  in  the  family  liveries  like  fun. 
Why,  bless  ye !  if  so  be  as  we  wasn^t  in  par- 
liament we  should  be  in  the  Bench  now.^^ 

This  insight  into  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown  Car 
vendiah  Jones  Hamilton's  manage  made  me 
pause,  and  consider  whether  it  would  be  ad- 
visable for  a  young  man  like  myself,  who  had 
his  character  to  make,  to  begin  his  career  of 
servitude  in  such  an  establishment.  The  ac- 
count which  honest  John  gave  of  his  master's 
habits  of  non-payment  sunk  deep  into  my  mind, 
and  I  greatly  preferred  a  place  where  I  should 
be  paid  punctually  on  quarter-day,  to  the  trou- 
ble, hazard,  and  dishonesty  of  having  recourse 
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to  indirect  means  of  obtaining  the  nine  of  my 
Hrvicee,  Beades,  I  did  not  mnch  like  the 
confiudon  of  ranks  vhich  mnst  neceseanly  pre- 
vail in  a  hoDBo,  where  the  bntler  and  the  foot- 
man were  in  Ict^e  with  each  other,  I  thank- 
ed my  friend,  therefore,  both  for  his  treat  and 
his  information,  and  wished  him  good  day,  as 
I  meant  to  try  mj  luck  elsewhere,  before  I 
applied  for  Mr.  CaTendish's  place.  He  was  M> 
obliging  as  to  ezpreas  his  regret  for  hsYiag 
frightened  me  away  from  the  sitiiitUoD;  hat 
i]<liillv  owij.-il,  that  he  «!i^  not  suniriscJ  that 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Ths  next  name  on  mj  list  was  Sir  Ben^ 
JMohk  Moody,  Bart,  whose  residence  was 
Wigmore  Street.  ThRher  I  repaired  fortih^ 
with.  My  knock  at  the  door  was  presently 
mswered  by  a  middle-aged  corpulent  footman 
Bi  a  sad-colonred  livery,  who,  if  there  is  any 
tnith  in  the  proverb  that  the  master  can  be 
inferred  from  the  man,  typified  another  guess 
sort  of  person  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown  Caven^ 
dish  Jones  Hamilton.  I  sent  in  the  card  with 
which  the  register-office  clerk  had  famished 
me,  and  was  duly  introduced  to  the  presence 
of  Sir  Benjamin.  Sure  enough  he  was  a  burly 
old  gentleman,  very  quizzical  in  his  dress  and 
appearance,  thus  answering  the  idea  which 
his  lackey  was  calculated  to  impress.  But 
when  he  raised  his  face,  there  was  a  sternness 
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in  the  pieroingr  black  eyes  vfaich  he  fixed  apon 
me,  and  an  expieesion  of  sour  hnntoor  about 
his  mouth  that  somewhat  checked  the  pert 
wr  of  confidence  I  had  half  ammied.  He 
inqnired  mj  businesB  in  a  ibrbidding  jeering 
Bort  of  tone,  which  I  did  not  at  aU  admira, 
I  answered  reepectfolly  bnt  finntj,  however, 
that  onderstandrng  he  was  in  want  of  a  vnlet, 
I  bad  taken  the  liberty  of  applying  for  the 
place.  He  aaked  me  where  I  had  lagt  serred. 
I  replied  that  I  had  never  yet  been  in  service, 
and  tiii^t  circumjUincu.'j  hail  obli;;eJ  me  to  seek 
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This  extraoidimry  question  pot  with  per- 
fect gravity  pnszled  me  a  good  deal ;  I  could 
not  lightlj  make  out  whether  Sir  Benjamin 
was  a  himumst  or  meant  to  make  a  butt 
of  me.  But  I  still  adhered  to  the  safe  side, 
and  answered  politely,  ^^  Nobody,  sir.^ 

^^Then  I  suppose,^  pursued  the  Baronet, 
^^  you  paper  it  at  night.^ 

This  conjecture  was  the  more  provoking  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  correct.  I  own  that  I  was 
such  a  coxcomb,  (it  was  a  wrinkle  I  had  learn- 
ed from  my  friend  Piminy,)  and  my  silence 
was  no  doubt  interpreted  by  Sir  Benjamin  as 
a  confirmation  of  his  guess. 

*^  Um !  Is  there  a  shirt  attached  to  that 
collar  and  wristband,  of  which  you  are  so 
prodigal  ?** 

I  could  hardly  keep  my  countenance  at  fio 
strange  a  question,  but  I  answered  in  the  af-» 
firmative.  He  asked  me  whether  the  article 
of  raiment  alluded  to  was  borrowed  or  my 
own.  I  assured  him  that  it  was  my  own 
property,  and  that  I  had  twelve  changes.  He 
stared  with  a  kind  of  incredulous  surprise  at 
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this  Bt&t«mfliit,  and  told  me  if  I  ipoke  the 
trath,  I  ought  to  be  aelianted  of  mj  ezln- 
VBgance. 

"  No  valet  ont  of  place,**  said  he,  "  Bhoold 
ever  wear  body  linen ;  becatue  of  the  wear  and 
tear,  and  expense  of  washing.  When  he  ia 
in  service,  he  wears  his  maeter^s,  as  a  matter 
of  course.  I  *m  afraid  you  're  not  well  versed 
in  Swift^B  directions  to  Berrants." 

I  owned  with  some  diffidence  I  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  book. 
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I  betook  mysdf  to  mj  last  chance,  a  cniain 
Major  Bwallow  who  lodged  in  St.  Jameses. 
Having  sent  in  my  card  of  introduction,  as 
before,  I  was  admitted,  and  foond  in  the  Major 
a  little  man  apparently  between  forty  and  fifty 
jears  of  age,  whose  martial  aspect  and  single 
eye  seemed  to  d^iote  that  he  had  been  in 
the  wars.  The  direful  image  of  Bellona  was 
reflected  in  every  object  in  the  apartments. 
Prints  of  battles  and  sieges,  dying  soldiers, 
and  mangled  carcasses  were  stuck  upon  the 
walls.  A  formidable  long-sword  lay  upon  the 
S0&,  and  the  mantel-piece  was  ornamented  with 
a  huge  pair  of  holster-pistols.  The  major  in* 
formed  me  in  a  sharp  short  tone,  like  the  word 
of  command,  that  he  wanted  a  servant  to  at- 
tend him  on  foreign  service.  Somewhat  alarm- 
ed at  this  intimation,  I  ventured  to  inquire 
whether  my  duties  were  to  be  strictly  of  a 
civil  nature,  and  whether  he  could  guarantee 
my  personal  safety  ?  The  fiery  little  officer 
flew  into  a  passion  at  this  proviso,  cursed  me 
for  a  coward,  and  damned  the  agent  for  send- 
ing a  fdlow  who  had  not  the  soul  of  a  flea. 
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"  Go  back,"  said  he,  '*  and  teU  him  to  iend 
me  a  moD  who  uuderstands  how  to  clean  anna 
and  accoutrements,  and  is  prepared  to  meet 
death  any  hour  of  the  day." 

I  required  no  second  bidding  to  be  gone,  I 
was  glad  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  aach  a 
fire-eater,  and  wondered  as  I  retraced  my  steps 
to  the  register-office,  whether  this  reasonable 
commander  would  succeed  in  finding  a  petson 
who  was  content  to  be  shot  or  run  throuj^ 
the  body  at  a  moment^s  warning,  for  the  con- 
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at  the  office.  But  the  tnith  was,  that  I  fonnd 
the  warmth  of  m  j  good  landlady's  hospitality 
considerably  oooled  of  late.  Instead  of  the 
good  hot  joints  and  savonry  hashes,  of  which 
I  had  at  first  been  invited  to  partake,  I  was 
DOW  excluded  from  the  parlour,  and  obliged 
to  put  up  with  slices  near  the  handle  and 
Gold  kickshaws,  the  dibris  of  the  femily  dinner. 
I  attributed  this  change  to  the  appearance  of 
an  ill->favonred  nephew,  who  came  from  the 
country  on  a  visit  to  his  aunt,  and  seemed 
disposed  to  resent  her  beneficence  to  me  as 
an  injustice  to  himself.  My  worthy  hostess 
herself  was  one  of  those  weak  persons  of  good 
instincts,  whose  opinions  and  actions  ai*e  guided 
by  the  last  speaker.  She  had  now  suffered 
herself  to  be  persuaded  that  I  had  been  im- 
posing upon  her  good  nature ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence, gave  me  to  understand  that  she  ex- 
pected I  would  provide  for  myself  forthwith, 
as  she  had  neither  the  ability  nor  the  inclination 
to  support  me  in  idleness  any  longer.  I  re- 
sented ber  caprice  so  much  that  I  declared 
I  would  leave  her  house  immediately,  forgetful 
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that  I  was  without  the  means  of  procnring 
food  or  lodging  elsewhere.  The  old  ]Mdy,  oa 
her  part,  was  incensed  at  my  intimating'  aaoh 
an  intention,  although  it  profaned  to  be  id 
compliance  with  her  wishes.  %e  npbraided 
me  with  all  the  bounties  she  had  laTicdied 
apoii  me,  and  charged  my  stomach  with  n 
capacity  for  breeding  a  famine  in  the  land. 
In  short,  she  neither  desired  me  to  stay,  nor 
would  her  kind  feeling  permit  me  to  quit  her 
roof  until  I  had  secured  another  belter. 
Am!  iii.w  mv  iiiiJf  liii.]   to  .l.ni;jL'lL-   Wtw 
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moriifying  commimication,  but  meekly  asked 
ins  optuioii  as  to  what  kind  of  situation  I  was 
best  adiqited  for.  The  clerk  hemmed  and 
haired  a  good  deal,  and  told  me  that  this 
was  a  difficult  question  to  answer,  and  ended 
by  recommending  me  to  apply  for  some  single- 
handed  place,  where  my  ignorance  might  be 
pat  up  with  in  consideration  of  low  wages. 
After  consulting  his  book,  he  sent  me  to  a 
hotel  where  an  undei^waiter  was  wanted.  The 
hotel,  or  coffee-house,  was  in  a  great  thorough^ 
&re  at  the  west-end ;  and  being  one  of  those 
places  where  the  public  coaches  pull  up,  was 
used  chiefly  by  persons  from  the  country  who 
came  up  on  business.  I  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  situation,  but  upon  yery  hard  conditions—- 
no  wages  for  the  first  three  months,  during 
which  my  master  assured  me  I  should  hardly 
be  able  to  earn  my  bread,  on  account  of  my 
inexperience  in  servitude. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Herb,  then,  was  &  pitiM  conclusion  to  the 
schemes  of  my  pride  and  ambition '.  InBtead 
of  being  the  elegant  valet  to  a  nobleman,  whicb 
my  too  ardent  and  partial  fimcy  bad  depicted 

me,    I    ivas  a.   poor  nccilv  gnri^'on   at   a   better 
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ening  circumstances  than  mine.  Upheld  by 
this  consideration,  and  the  hope  of  better  for^ 
tunes,  I  applied  myself  diligently  to  learn  my 
bosiness,  and  at  the  end  of  the  probationary 
quarter,  I  had  attained  to  such  a  degree  of 
proficiency,  that  my  master  could  not  longer 
withhold  firom  me  some  remuneration  for  my 
services.  He  fixed  my  salary,  it  is  true,  at 
a  very  low  rate ;  but  stQl  I  accepted  it  as  an 
advancement  in  the  world,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, to  that  extent  satisfied  and  encou- 
raged. I  did  not  fail  to  cultivate  the  oppor- 
tunities which  my  situation  afforded  of  filling 
my  mind  with  ideas  of  men  and  things.  Dur- 
ing the  day''s  attendance  in  the  coffee-room,  of 
course,  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  conversation, 
and  a  variety  of  remarks  dropped,  of  which  I 
collected  so  much,  that  in  a  short  time  I 
found  I  had  acquired  considerable  notions  of 
politics,  literature,  and  life.  Thus  qualified, 
I  began  to  think  of  bettering  myself,  and  my 
laudable  ambition  was  gratified.  I  obtained  a 
place  at  one  of  the  most  fashionable  hotels  in 
St.  JamesX  where  I  had  the  honour  of  waiting 
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npon  officers  of  the  army,  minon  of  gve^t 
estates,  and  Itein  apparent.  I  now  Celt  in 
ID7  proper  element,  breathing  the  wr  of  arit- 
tocracy.  But  though  I  bad  laboured  to 
make  myself  acqncunted  with  the  &shionaUe 
world  by  the  diligent  atndy  of  all  tiie  woils 
npon  that  subject  which  I  conld  get  bold  of^  I 
soon  discoTered  that  my  reading  bad  afforded  au 
bnt  little  practical  ini<i»mation.  I  cannot  np< 
pose  that  these  excellent  works,  extolled  in  all 
the  newspapers  as    the   mirrors  of  high  lifh| 
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ed  into  ih^  coffM-foom  with  a  8npeici&)iiB  air, 
mi  wfokB  to  me  aa  if  I  were  a  beast,  with 
gieater  deferenee  than  an  indindnal  of  plain 
etteiior,  who  addressed  me  with  aiildness  and 
eifilitj.  The  one,  strange  to  saj,  would  be 
the  son  of  a  cibandler,  while  the  other  would 
be  of  tbe  blood  of  the  Howards.  I  was,  some^ 
times  dnring  itiy  noficiate,  sorely  puzzled  to 
upke  cut  the  quality  of  my  customer.  On  one 
(neasion^  eariy  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  hap* 
pened  to  be  Uie  only  waiter  in  attendance,  a 
fiit  maa  walked  into  the  room,  and  asked  me 
for  a  glass  of  brandy  and  a  newspaper.  After 
soaumng  him  with  a  contemptuous  glance,  I 
Imnded  him  the  greasy  journal  of  the  preced- 
ing day,  and  previously  taking  the  precaution 
io  remoTe  some  silver  articles  which  lay  within 
his  reach,  I  leisurely  went  in  search  of  the 
dram.  In  ordering  it,  I  gave  a  hint  of  my 
suspicions  to  the  young  lady  at  the  bar,  who 
kaning  forward,  in  ccmsequence,  to  catch  a 
gliflq)se  at  the  stranger,  drew  her  head  back 
immediately,  and  informed  me  with  a  smile, 
that  it  was  only  Uie  Duke  of         '.    At  the 
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awM  title  of  royalty,  my  blood  curdled,  and 
sacb  was  my  confusion  minjj^od  with  appro- 
beuuon  of  his  Koyal  Highuesa's  displeasnie, 
that  I  conld  hanUy  be  penoadod  to  attend 
his  commands.  And  when  I  obeyed,  I  ap- 
proached the  augost  presence  with  fear  and 
trembling.  But  hia  Royal  Highness,  without 
noticing  my  look  of  abject  humility  and  con- 
trition, took  the  glass  &om  the  salrer,  and  only 
requested  me  to  change  the  paper  wluch  I  had 
given  him,  for  one  of  a  more  recent  date.    Yon 
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than  a  Marquess.  In  pitj  to  mj  ignorance, 
the  same  fbnctionary  undertook  to  enlighten 
me  with  respect  to  the  upsys  of  town,  and 
some  of  the  remarkable  characters  who  fre-> 
qnented  the  hotel.  For  instance,  the  heir  of 
a  dnkedom  attired  and  fashioned  like  a  coach- 
man, was  a  phenomenon  whidi  greatly  asto- 
nished my  weak  mind.  I  had  not  yet  become 
fiuniliar  with  that  inverted  ambition,  which 
urns  to  descend  instead  of  to  aspire  —  which 
makes  the  bosom  of  the  youths  aristocrat  pant 
for  the  applause  of  jockeys  and  grooms,  in  pre- 
ference to  that  of  senates  and  courtiers.  All 
these  mysteries  of  high  life,  my  experienced 
brother  of  the  napkin  fully  explained  to  me. 
I  listened  at  first  with  scepticism  to  his  de- 
scriptions and  anecdotes  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  who  frequented  the  house,  thinking  it 
probable  that  he  was  attempting  to  impose 
npon  my  ignorance  and  credulity. 

He  would  fain  have  persuaded  me  that  the 
lords,  honourables,  and  exquisites,  whom  I 
served,  were  for  the  most  part  little  better 
than  swindlers.     But  bating  a  little  exagger- 
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ation  for  the  sake  of  efioct,  I  Bhortty  fimnd 
that  Mr.  Drew's  representations  were  not  ftr 
horn  the  truth.  Several  of  his  sketches  irere 
corroborated  by  the  conrersation  of  the  origi- 
nala.  tAj  theoretical  notions  of  high  life  wen 
sadly  confounded  at  OTerbearing  an  honour^jle 
captain  boaeting  of  an  exploit  in  hor8»-dealing, 
guch  as  "sticking  a  screw"  into  some  novioe 
for  treble  his  value,  by  vamping  him  np  so 
as  to  make  liim  appear  sonnd,  or  by  the  more 
bold  and  straightforward  method  of  ginng  him 
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to  authors  ;  an  inferi<Mr  sort  of  persons,  who  ob* 
Udued  a  livelihood  by  the  productions  of  their 
bnuDB,  and  were  therefore  unknown,  or  at  most 
onlj  tolerated,  in  good  society. 

But  Mr.  Drew  repudiated,  with  some  con* 
tempt,  the  supposition  that  any  of  the  cus- 
tomers of  the  house  got  their  bread  by  any 
such  Tulgar  means. 

'^No,*"   said  he,   "they  aVt  quite   so  bad 
as  that  neither.     There  ^s   Mr.  B.  now,  he 's 
(me  of  the  most  fasbionablest  men  in  Lunnun ; 
he  keeps  his  house,  his  horses,  and  his  mistress, 
yet  he  havenH  got  a  penny  of  property.     You 
wonder  how  he   manages  to   do  the  thing,  I 
dare   say.      The   secret  of  it  is  this,   he's  a 
capital  good  hand  at  play,  which  brings  him 
m  five  thousand   a-year  regular,  if  it  does  a 
shilling.      Then  again  there 's  the  honourable 
Mr.  C,   he  owes   more   than   his  father  ever 
had ;    he   must  have  started   last  year,   if  he 
hadnH   turned   radical    reformer  as  they  calls 
it,  and   so  got  made  member    of   parliament, 
by  which  means,  you  know,  he   can  laugh  at 
his  creditors.'" 
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As  he  vae  thna  epeaking,  b  young  gentlemia 
"dressed  in  the  first  style  of  fashion,"  sad 
looking  altogether  not  unlike  one  of  the  Bwell 
mob,  entered  the  coffee^vom ;  and  eapyiog  my 
soperior,  stepped  up  to  him,  and  drawing  him 
a  little  aside  by  the  bntton,  addressed  him  la 
a  tone  which,  thongh  lowered,  was  distinctly 
audible  to  me. 

"  I  say,  Bill,  my  dmr  fcUmB,  I  \a  deriiiik 
hard  tip ;  lend  me  a  pony — pay  yon  in  a  mont]^ 
'pen  my  soul." 
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ader  a  little,  and  the  result  was  that,  with 
apparent  reluctance,  he  consented  to  accom- 
modate the  young  peer,  for  such  was  indeed 
his  quality.  The  latter,  thus  released  firom 
immediate  need,  turned  lightly  upon  his  heel, 
whfle  his  firiend  went  to  procure  the  ready. 
With  this  he  presently  returned;  and  having 
obtained  his  lordship^s  signature  to  a  ready- 
written  bill  stamp,  he  handed  him  a  small 
parcel  of  notes,  which  the  thoughtless  youth 
stuffed  into  his  waistcoat  pocket  without  ex- 
amination, and  took  his  departure. 

*'  Did  ye  twig  that  ?^  said  Drew  turning 
roond  to  me.  I  acknowledged  that  I  had 
observed,  and  with  no  small  surprize,  the  whole 
transaction. 

"  That  pretty  boy,'*  proceeded  the  head- 
waiter,  ^^is  heir  to  an  Earl,  and  thirty  thou- 
aand  a-year;  but  his  grandfather,  firom  whom 
it  comes,  took  offence  at  his  father  for  marry- 
ing against  his  consent,  and  would  never  see 
him  or  any  of  his  children.  The  father  died 
t'other  day,  so  this  un,  being  the  eldest,  is 
my  lord,  without  a  shilling  in  his  pocket,  ex- 

VOL.  I.  ^ 
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cept  a  paltry  allowance  of  two  hundred  poouda 
a-year  which  the  old  gentleman  gives  him.  So 
it  ian't  so  much  the  yoong  fellow's  fault  if  be  is 
obh'ged  to  borrow." 

'*  I  snppose,"  said  I,  "  by  yonr  requiring 
such  a  bonus  for  doing  his  lordship's  bill,  you 
don't  consider  it  a  particnlariy  good  <m8  ?" 

"  There  it  is,  you  see,"  answered  Mr.  Drew, 
"  when  the  bill  becomes  due,  he  11  want  a 
renewal,  which  tn  courte  I  make  him  pay  for, 
besides  the  interest.     Why,  I*ve  got  accept- 
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upon  such  yenttires.  He  was  likewise  a  bit  of 
a  ^'legy'^  and  would  ^^  accommodate^  gentlemen 
with  tlie  odds  in  ponies,  or  even  rouleaus,  upon 
an  '' outsider,^^  and  would  generally  sell  his 
'' information^  at  a  good  price  to  young  sub- 
alterns of  dragoons  and  dandies  fresh  from 
Christ  Ghorch  or  Trinity. 


g2 


CHAPTER  XV. 


In  the  kindly  atmoephere  of  a  faahioaable 
coffee-room  my  genius  throve  apace,  and  id 
due  time  I  attracted  attention  an  one  of  the 
most  debonair  and  intelligent  members  of  my 
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time  I  mnsVt  stand  in  the  way  of  your  better- 
ing yourself.  Theresa  a  young  gentleman  of 
large  fbrtone,  just  come  into  his  property,  who 
has  applied  to  me  to  recommend  him  a  genteel 
young  man  who  knows  town,  and  is  up  to  the 
fast  thingy  as  valet.  So  I  directly  thought  of 
you  for  the  situation ;  and  if  you  like  to  take 
it,  you  Ve  only  to  say  the  word^*^ 

Of  course  I  thankfully  accepted  such  an  eU-» 
gible  offer.  ^'  Well  then,^  rejoined  my  master, 
"that^s  a  settled  thing.  If  you  play  your 
cards  well,  Simon,  you  may  make  a  deuced 
good  thing  of  it.  Your  new  gentleman  is 
quite  a  young  one,  only  just  come  of  age, 
and  between  ourselves  seems  to  have  quite  as 
much  money  as  wit.  He !  he !  you  take  me, 
dx?  When  I  was  about  your  time  of  life, 
I  had  the  luck  to  step  into  just  such  another 
place,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  I  had  pretty 
near  as  much  the  spending  of  my  master's 
fortune  as  he  had  himself.  Therefore,  I  being 
a  sharpish  chap,  though  I  say  it  who  shouldnH, 
took  care  to  make  hay  while  the  sun  shined, 
and  small   blame  to  me  for  so  doing,  say  I, 


IStS  F1TZ-WIOOIN8. 

if  Bay.  I  don't  see  why  70a  sbonldn't  be 
every  bit  as  fortunate  aa  I  iraa,  for  yon  're  got 
plenty  of  gmnption,  thank  God  !  Only  I  say, 
Simon,  don't  come  it  too  strong,  yon  know. 
Mind  me,  there  isn't  a  more  ticklish  snbject 
to  deal  with  than  a  flat.  He  ^11  often  let  yoa 
go  so  far  as  to  pnt  yoor  hand  in  his  pocket 
pretty  near  n-ithout  taking  notice,  and  aftei<- 
vards  upset  about  some  trifle.  T\uA  'a  jnet 
the  nature  of  the  animal.  80,  whatever  yon 
do,  take  care  to  keep  the  diady  nde  of  the 
Inw,    that  you   mny  enjoy  a   eaFo 
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a  mommg  robe  of  rich  saffiroiircoloiired  em- 
boased  satin ;  a  Genoa  yelvet  cap,  embroidered 
with  gold,  adorned  his  head ;  and  his  feet  were 
shod  with  slippers  of  the  same  costly  materials. 
His  occapation  was  smoking  a  magnificent  pipe, 
the  bowl  of  which  rested  on  the  floor,  while 
die  tube  was  in.  his  month.    As  to  the  wearer, 
I  cannot  say  that  he  reflected  any  particular 
grace  upon  this  superb  appareL     He  was  of 
mean  stature,  thin,  and  round-shouldered.     His 
countenance  was  not  to  say  heavy,  but  abso- 
lutely void   of  any  expression.     He  did   not 
strike  me,  either,  as  being  a  gentleman  of  very 
Ugh  breeding.     He  informed  me  that  I  had 
been  recommended  to  him  by  Mr.  Drew,  and 
therefore  he  took  it  for  granted  that  I  was 
competent  for  the  place.     He  then  asked  me 
some  questions ;    to  all  which   I  gave   satis- 
factory answers ;.  and,  having  named  his  terms, 
to  which  I  could  have  no  objection,   it  was 
arranged  that  I  should  enter  his  service  the 
ensuing  week. 

In  conformity  with  the  usage  of  my  profes- 
sion, I  did  not  fail  to  employ  the  interim  in 
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makings  inqairieB  rektiTe  to  the  biitb,  conseo- 
tions,  character,  and  meana  of  wj  nsw  nuHter. 
Upon  all  these  pointa  I  succeeded  in  obtaining 
more  particular  information  than  Mr.  Drew 
could  afford.  Mr.  Davison  was  the  nephev  of 
a  Yorkshire  attorney,  who  had  amaswd  a  large 
fortune  by  qnestionable  practices,  and  lately 
dying,  had  beqneathed  the  whole  of  his  pro- 
perty, (sapposed  to  be  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  or  thereabouts,)  to  this  yoong  mas, 
whose  &ther  was  an  apothecary  in  a  mannfiio- 
toring  town,  and  still  carried  on  the  busioeM. 
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Hb  late  valet  had  been  summarily  dumissed, 
beeaoae  he  discoTered  that  the  man  had  Yorl- 
duie  eomieciions. 

It  win  be  percerred  from  hence,  that  a  better 
motive  than  mere  cnriositj  may  prompt  these 
investigations  of  a  servant  relative  to  his  em- 
I^yer.     The  above  heads  were  very  requisite 
for  me  to  possess,  in  order  that  I  might  shape 
my  conduct  accordingly.    The  thin-skinned  son 
of  a  pill-box,  elevated  by  accident  above  his 
sphere,  probably  would  require  more  scrupulous 
personal  respect  and  attention  than  a  gentle- 
man   bom    and  bred;    for  the  one,   ever  on 
the  watch  and  the  alarm,   would  be  apt  to 
constme  that  into  an  offence,  which  the  other 
would  pass  unnoticed.     A  little  delicate  flattery, 
likewise,  of  the  gentleman^s  taste  in  dress,  of 
his  polidied  manners  and  stylish  turn-out  al- 
together,   might  perhaps  prove   acceptable  to 
Mr.  Davison ;  whereas,  such  suggestions  would 
be    repressed  as  the   height   of  impertinence 
in  a  nobleman^s  valet.     My  natural  tact,  aided 
by  observation   and  the    conversation   of  old 
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servanta,  had  taught  me  the  Tslue  of  those 
nice  distinctioDS ;  and  I  entered  upon  my  new, 
and  somewhat  trying  ntoatioo,  with  perfect 
confidence  in  my  own  powers  of  address  and 
management. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

A  YOUNG  man  of  large  possessions  or  pro- 
spects, coming  to  London,  need  not  long  languish 
in  obscurity ;  he  becomes  an  object  of  interest 
in  so  many  different  quarters,  that  his  fame 
is  soon  up.  Fashionable  mammas,  needy  spend- 
thrifts, tradesmen,  and  sharpers  of  every  de- 
scription— all  mark  him  for  their  prey.  Mr. 
Davison,  therefore,  soon  obtained  the  notoriety 
which  he  coveted.  His  birth,  education,  and 
manners  being  against  him,  he  did  not  immedi- 
ately find  access  to  good  company ;  but  when  it 
was  clearly  understood  that  he  had  five  thousand 
per  annum,  he  was  admitted  within  some  of  the 
exterior  circles  of  ban  ion.  My  master's  vanity 
was  of  that  unsophisticated  sort,  that  he  could 
be  imposed   upon  by  the   assiduities  of  those 
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vho  had  aa  obviong  and  direct  iotereat  in  m- 
ga^^Bg  it  upon  their  aide.  Hence  his  treache^ 
oas  tailor  deluded  him  with  the  most  eztmor- 
dioaiy  Bpecimeos  of  apparel ;  the  perinmer  did 
his  best  to  m&ke  him  *'  the  nmkest  compoand 
of  Tillanons  smells  that  ever  offended  nostrils  i" 
and  the  horse-dealer  stuck  him  hnndsomely 
with  arrant  screws.  Bat  I  determined  Uiatit 
should  be  my  b^isiness  to  put  a  stop  to  all  this. 

I>oes  the  candid  reader  give  me  credit 
for  a  virtuous  indignatiou  at  seeing  ansaqieot- 
ing  innocence  thos  abused  ?     Time  was  when  I 
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ter'^s  intererts,  and  suggested  to  him  the  ex-* 

pediency  of  reposiiig  imlimited  confidence  is 

me.    To    my  great  satis&ction  he  took  the 

faint,  and  avowed  his  belief  that  he  had  hitherto 

been  in  the  hands  of  extortioners  and  rogaes. 

Upon  this  intimation  I  went  straight  to  tiie 

point,  and  advised  the  immediate  dismissal  of 

all  the  former  tradespeople ;   in  the  places  of 

whom,  I  xeconnnended  certain  acquamtances  of 

my  own.    These  recommendations  were  in  most 

instances  implicitly  adopted,  the  consefuoice 

of  which  was,  that  I  immediately  received  some 

handsome  compliments,  with  the  understanding 

thai  I  was  to  touch   a  commission  upon  all 

Mr.  Davison'^s  orders.     This,  together  with  the 

leversion  of  the  cast  clothes,  and  other  miscel- 

laneons  fidlings-in,  constituted  a  tolerable  per- 

(jniaite ;  upon  a  rough  calculation,  I  found  that 

my  place  would  be  worth  about  a  couple  of 

hundred  a  year  to  me ; — ^pretty  well,  you  will 

say,  for  a  young  one. 

My  master  soon  came  to  treat  me  rather  as 
a  firiend  than  a  mere  servant.  He  opened  his 
heart  to  me,  took  my  advice,  and  reposed  upon 
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the  soft  pillow  of  mj  flattery.  He  was  good- 
natured  euongh ;  but  though  he  nBoally  treated 
me  nith  the  utmost  familiarity,  he  was  as  tena- 
cioaa  as  royalty  of  any  redprocal  freedom  on 
my  part. 

The  only  drawback  npon  my  content  was, 
the  apprehension  that  my  master  might  be  cap- 
tivated by  some  one  of  those  agreeable  young 
ladieB,  with  a  little  blood  in  their  veins,  by 
whose  parents  and  guardians  his  society  was  so 
much  affected.  Id  that  event,  I  feared  that  I 
most  bid  farewell  to  the  fiur  fruits  which  I  was 
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the  interesting  fact.  I  observed,  to  my  great 
tttis&ciion,  that  though  not  insensible  to  the 
charms  of  the  fair  sez,  he  was  rather  disposed 
to  be  cruel.  He  seemed  to  take  delight  in 
tonnenting  the  tender  victims,  by  deluding 
them  with  hopes  which  could  never  be  realized. 
He  admitted  that  he  was  a  lady-killer;  but 
iriiile  he  strenuously  denied  that  he  ever  made 
a  deliberate  attempt  upon  the  female  heart,  he 
certainly  let  it  appear  that  he  sought  rather 
to  aggravate  than  heal  the  wounds  that  he  had 
involuntarily  made.  This  propensity,  I  thought, 
did  not  bode  matrimony,  for  which  reason,  I 
am  ashamed  to  say,  I  gave  it  every  encourage- 
ment in  my  power,  and  by  constantly  insinu- 
ating  that  a  gentleman  of  fashion  and  fortune 
sacrificed  half  the  pleasures  of  youth  by  an 
early  marriage,  I  hoped,  if  not  to  postpone  the 
fatal  day  altogether,  at  least  to  stave  it  off, 
until  such  time  as  I  should  have  realized  suf- 
ficient to  enable  me  to  retire  upon  a  comfort- 
aUe  annuity.  What  cogent  arguments  did  I 
not  urge  against  that  state  which  our  fair  en- 
slavers are  wont  to  call  connubial  happiness ' 
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"Consider,  air,"  said  I,  "wlien  <Mice  y«a  an 
married,  the  ladies  will  no  looger  poll  caps, 
or  die  for  yon ;  instead  (^  htUng  *  the  obuired 
of  all  observers'  yon  will  be  voted  neither 
useful  DOT  ornamental.  Then  madam,  if  she 
should  happen  to  be  of  a  lortDg  jealous  dispo- 
sition, will  expect  yon  to  be  always  at  home, 
doing  Darby  and  Joan ;  and  if,  on  the  cob- 
trary,  she  should  be  fond  of  gallivanting,  she 
will  spend  half  your  fortune  in  milliners''  bills. 
Consider,  sir,  the  nuisance  of  having  a  house 
full  of  cliiMren.  am]  not  being  allc 
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tie  yourself  up,  joa  can ;  bot  if  I  was  a  geii- 
tlMoan  like  yon,  dash  me,  if  I M  give  up  my 
liberty  for  the  handsomest  face  in  Great  Bri- 
tain." 

To  these  representations,  which  I  chose  fa- 
vourable moments  for  urging,  did  my  master 
aeaously  incline.  In  dwelling  np<m  the  charges 
and  priTations  attendant  upon  matrimony,  I 
knew  that  I  should  touch  him  in  a  sensitive  part ; 
for  Mr.  Davison,  though  extremely  profuse  in 
ererything  which  concerned  his  own  imme- 
diate gratification,  was  altogether  as  cautious 
in  incurring  expenses,  from  which  he  was  not 
to  reap  obvious  and  direct  benefit  or  eojoy- 
ment.  I  doubt  whether  he  ever  bestowed  a 
sixpence  in  charity,  but  he  would  throw  away 
hundreds  in  a  night  at  the  hazard-table.  He 
was  a  sort  of  man,  who  would  think  little  of 
giving  half  a  thousand  for  a  buggy  horse,  but 
a  great  deal  of  laying  out  twenty  pounds  upon 
a  wife'^s  comforts.  Here,  then,  I  fixed  him. 
He  acknowledged  the  force  of  my  reasoning ; 
and  expressed,  vrith  an  oath,  his  surprise,  that 
any  man  of  sense  could  be  found  soft  enough 
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to  maiTy.  I  heard  this  emphatic  aentiment 
vitb  Batisfaction,  for  it  seemed  to  iibply  that 
my  bumble  endeavours  had  made  an  impres- 
non.  I  knew  my  yoon^  gentleman  to  be  so 
weak  and  vacillating,  that  I  conid  not  dep^id 
upon  him  for  an  hour  together  nnleis  I  sno- 
eeedcd  in  fastening  upon  his  self-love,  which 
might  justly  be  termed  his  master-piunoii. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

I  HAVB  said  that  my  master  was  actuated 
bj  the  praiseworthy  ambition  of  cultiyating  the 
society  of  his  superiors  in  station.  Like  a  ge« 
Qoine  tnft-hnnter,  he  affected  a  great  contempt 
for  rank  and  title,  and,  theoretically,  was  for 
the  abolition  of  these  antiquated  distinctions ; 
that  is  to  say,  he  was  what  we  call  in  the  pre- 
sent day  an  altra-libend,  and  had  indeed,  at 
<me  time,  entertained  serious  thoughts  of  putting 
up  as  a  candidate  for  Westminster,  but  suffered 
himself  to  be  dissuaded  from  that  project  by 
me,  who  could  not  see  that  any  benefit  would 
accrue  to  me  from  his  squandering  his  substance 
on  election  contests. 

Mr.  Davison,  then  finding  that  the  upper- 
most circles  were  inaccessible  to  all  his  efforts, 
Toy  naturally  came   to   the   conclusion   that 
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the;  were  not  worth  being  acquainted  tHIi. 
The  ^pes,  in  fact,  were  una.  He  inreigfaecl 
against  the  uietocracy  aa  rotten  and  deqncable, 
as  "the  fdngOB,  the  wen,  the  ezcTe§cenoe  of 
society."  (These,  by  the  way,  were  figores 
which  he  borrowed  from  a  certain  asiocaation 
of  patriots  to  which  he  belonged.)  Yet  he 
foand  his  contempt  of  the  order  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  ntmoet  deference  to  any 
indiiridual  belonging  thereto.  Hig^  and  con- 
apicnouB  npon  the  polished  sur&ce  of  the  mirror 
wliic'h    mlonied    liiw    iiiantfliiipce,    were    placed 
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magter  into  their  hands,  and  which  I  had  only 
hesitated  to  do  from  the  apprehension  that  they 
wonld  dean  him  ont  so  effectually  as  to  leave 
nothing  for  others.     But  finding  that  the  ao- 
qoaintance  conid  not  be  prevented,  I  thought 
it  better  that  it  should  be  made  by  myself, 
in  order  that  I  might  retain  a  check  upon  both 
parties;   for  while  I  gave  my  master  a  slight 
liint  to  beware  of  his  new  friends,  I  cautioned 
the  latter  against  proceeding  to   extremities. 
Nevertheless  they  made  poor  Mr.  Davison  pay 
through  the  nose  for  the  honour  of  their  coun- 
tenance.     It   is  scarcely  an   exaggeration  to 
say,  that  it  cost  him  five  hundred  pounds  to 
appear  ann-in-arm  in  Bond  Street  with  Lord 
William  A ;   and  a  dinner  at  Richmond  with 
the  Marquess  of  B.  aud  his  firiends  stood  him 
in  not  less  than  a  couple  of  thousands,  which 
the  noble  party  won   from  him  at  unlimited 
loo.     Mr.  Davison,  however,  manfully  paid  the 
price  of  beiog  admitted  into  such  good  society. 
His  taste  was  to  boast  of  an  intimacy  with 
people  of  rank,  and  to  call  noblemen  by  their 
iuuid<»iied  titles;    and  if  he  was  willing  to 
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pntcbaee  the  indnlgfence  of  this  whim  at  a  Ion; 
price,  he  vas,  periups,  not  goOty  of  maob 
greater  absurdity  than  others  -vrbo  gratify  their 
respective  fimcies  at  equal  cost. 

I  could  not  help  sometimes  feeling  some  com- 
miseratioD,  not  umning^  with  oomponetion, 
at  beholding  my  mastw  travelliog  the  load 
to  ruin  at  snch  a  rapid  pace  !  but  I  was 
consoled  by  the  reflection,  that,  as  it  was  oat 
of  my  power  to  stop  him,  it  was  useless  to 
inquire  whether  I  had  the  will,  and  therefbra, 
trained   liv  for- 
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tial  connflels  of  my  Mentixr,  the  head  waited 
had  not  some  conoern  in  detening  me  from 
the  latter  comae ;  but  as  this  maj  be  a-  question 
not  very  interesting  to  the  reader,  I  shall  pass 
to  matter  of  more  immediate  moment. 

From  the  hells,  the  transition  was  obvious 
to  the  turf.  My  master,  when  the  first  ezdte^ 
ment  attendant  upon  having  his  name  associ- 
ated with  those  of  the  most  distinguished  in  the 
fashionable  and  sporting  world,  had  somewhat 
«ib(»ded,  began  to  calculate  the  outlay  which 
this  achievement  had  cost  him,  and  was  both 
surprised  and  alarmed  at  its  magnitude.  He 
could  not  but  perceive  that  his  fortune,  consi*^ 
derable  as  it  was,  must  sink  under  a  few  more 
such  attacks.  He  sought,  therefore,  to  place 
himself  on  such  a  footing,  that  he  might  have 
a  chance  of  gain  as  well  as  loss.  In  an  evil 
hour,  he  was  induced,  at  the  expense  of  several 
thousands,  to  become  the  proprietor  of  the  best 
horse  in  England,  the  winner  of  the  Derby, 
and  the  first  favourite,  to  which  none  could 
be  called  so  much  as  second,  for  the  St.  Leger. 
Fired  with  the  fame  which  attended  upon  this 
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celebmted  paichue,  and  with,  the  idn  of  c»* 
trieving  all  his  former  loaaes,  and  placisg  miimm- 
tJiaa  their  amonnt  to  his  oradit  by  oae  nfleoiB- 
fill  coup,  he  backed  the  animal  for  a  prodigimit 
Bam.  He  stood  to  win  about  axty  tboqud;. 
Under  these  circnmstancea,  the  oppoate  fttty^ 
which  coDsiBted  entirely  of  "  legs"  by  pzvteti 
aoD,  met  together,  as  I  have  resaon  to  beli«r%': 
and  decided,  that  a  horee  backed  to  ndi.flt 
extent  by  a  good  man  mnst  not  be  loffared  tft 
'.  did  all  in  my  power  to  detadi  Hb'; 
DavLaon  iVoni  sucli  a  perilous  venture  ;   but  he 
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mm  to  «aier  the  scales,  I  thought  that  the 
ponbiUty  ef  fraud  most  be  obviated. 

Muflh  as  I  had  believed  m  jself  to  be  versed 
in  th»  tridLery  of  mankind,  I  had  yet  to  learn 
the  sfxtrsme  subtlety  of  that  which  pervades 
the'tipr^  Mr.  Davison,  according  to  promise, 
oevtf  quitted  his  horse  daring  the  time  speci- 
fisd,  UBftil  he  was  brought  to  the  post.  But 
what  availed  this,  and  all  other  precautions? 
The  animal  was  blown  before  he  had  run  a 
furlong,  and  instead  of  being  first,  was  literally 
the  last ;  in  short  he  was  distanced. 

It  was  clear  that  the  horse  had  been  tam- 
pered with;  and  the  question  by  whom  was 
speedily  answered.  It  was  agreed,  that,  as 
nobody  could  have  got  access  to  the  animal 
without  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  owner, 
he  himself  must  have  poisoned  him.  Thus 
the  very  care  which  he  had  taken  to  guard 
against  both  the  reality  and  the  suspicion  of 
trickery,  redounded  upon  himself.  The  pre- 
mises being  taken  for  granted,  the  important 
circumstance  of  Mr.  Davison  having  laid  out 
an  immense  sum  upon  the  horse,  which  must 
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othenviee  have  presented  an  mBoriDoimtaUe 
obstacle,  only  served  to  corroborate  the  ooit- 
clnuon.  It  vas  decided  that  it  had  been 
throughont  a  settled  thing  between  this  ad- 
venturer, (so  they  etyled  my  niBster,)  aod  the 
"  legs."  He  was  represented  as  a  decoy,  set 
up  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  pnblie  to 
back  the  anima],  under  the  impression  that  lifl 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman.  In  thi>  man- 
uor  was  my  luckless  master  bereft  both  of  his 
fortune  and  character  by  the  same  event.     I 
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own  asiOBiahment  and  dismay !  for  my  master 
had  leyanted  without  giving  me  the  slightest 
intimation  of  his  design.  I  had  paid  him  the 
hundred  pounds  which  he  had  persuaded  me 
to  invest  in  the  race ;  another  sum  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  which  he  had  borrowed 
a  few  days  previously,  under  pretence  of  being 
ihort  of  cash ;  and  which  I  had  been,  un- 
luckily, able  to  accommodate  him  with,  in 
eansequence  of  having  recently  removed  my 
property  from  government  security  with  the 
view  of  procuring  a  more  profitable  investment. 
These  losses  made  a  sad  hole  in  the  savings 
of  the  two  years  and  a  half  which  I  had  lived 
in  Mr.  Davison'^s  service.  I  had  not,  indeed, 
much  more  than  fifty  pounds  left,  and  of  this 
8am  I  owed  almost  half 
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I  WA9  Boon  conrinoed  Uist  snj  attanpt  to 
recover  the  moneyB  which  Mr.  Davisoa  had 
appropriated,  or  rather,  perhape,  I  abonld  asy 
resumed  (for  if  the  truth  muat  be  spoliea,  taj 
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to  giye  expensiTe  dinners  at  his  tavern  ;  and  if 
Mr.  D.  in  the  hurry  of  departure,  had  left  a 
long  score  unpaid,  that  was  no  fault  of  mine. 
He  lamented  that  sharps  were  more  abundant 
than  flats,  and  that  I  might  wait  a  long  time 
before  I  met  with  another  such  eligible  op- 
portunity as  that  which  I  had  unfortunately  lost. 
I  replied  that  I  confided  in  him  to  do  the  best 
he  could  for  me,  and  he  promised  so  to  do. 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word.  In  a  few 
days  he  sent  for  me  to  advertise  me  of  an 
excellent  vacancy,  of  which  he  had  just  heard. 
"  You  recollect,'^  said  Mr,  S.  "  young  Wain- 
wright?'' 

" To  be  sure,*"  answered  I ;  "he  who  used 
to  give  such  bang-up  suppers  here,  two  years 
ago.     But  I  thought  he  was  done  up.^ 

^^Just  so.  He  owes  me  four  hundred  and 
better.'' 

"  Not  a  shilling  of  which  you  will  ever 
touch,  sir,  I  expect,''  rejoined  I. 

*'  Why,  I  wouldn't  have  refiised  a  fifty  pound 
biU  for  the  debt  a  week  ago ;  but  old  Wain- 
wright'i  valet  has  gone  dead  since  then." 
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"  What  has  that  event  to  do  with  jata  hopes 
of  payment?"  was  my  veiy  nattinl  mterra- 
gatory. 

"How? — 111  tell  yon.  Yoa  jsnist  know 
that  this  valet  had  got  mch  an  inflnenco  over 
the  old  gentleman^e  mind,  as  to  peraoade  bhn 
(so  it  was  supposed)  to  cast  off  his  nery,  and 
leave  ell  his  property  to  him.  Therefore,  is 
soon  as  young  Wainwright  heard  of  the  dd 
villain's  death,  he  comes  to  me,  and  says  he, 
'  Bill,'  says  he,  '  now 's  the  time ;  if  we  could 
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quite  in  yetaa^  and  pretty  nigh  childish;  so 
that  the  thing  might  be  very  well  done  by  any 
one  who  knew  how  to  set  about  it.  Now,  one 
word  ^s  as  good  as  a  hundred,  Simon  ;  do  you 
think  you  "^re  up  to  the  place  ?«- Recollect,^ 
added  he,  impressiyely,  ^^what  important  in* 
terests  is  at  stake ;  so  don^t  you  go  to  take  the 
place,  unless  you  think  you  can  do  your  duty 
by  your  employers ;  that  is,  you  know,  me 
and  young  Mr.  Wainwright.'" 

My  aHibition  and  cupidity  were  both  a  good 
deal  excited  by  this  offer.  I  had  much  too  good 
an  pinion  of  myself  to  feel  any  considerable 
hesitation  about  undertaking  a  task  of  such 
delicacy,  I  thanked  Mr.  Drew,  therefore,  for 
the  confidence  which  he  was  inclined  to  repose 
in  me,  and  assured  him  that  he  would  not  find 
it  misplaced.  The  chief  difficulty  that  occurred 
to  me,  was,  1k>w  to  secure  my  engagement  with 
the  old  gentleman ;  since,  of  course,  my  recom- 
mendation could  not  come  either  from  Mr. 
Wainwright  junior,  or  Drew  as  being  proba- 
bly a  known  connection  of  the  former.  My 
sagacious  patron  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
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the  obvknig  objection  which  I  had  stnrted  had 
been  foreseeo,  and  provided  ag«inst  by  him  ud 
his  debtor.  The  plan  agieed  upon  by  tfae« 
worthiea  was,  it  Beemed,  that  I  shoald  offer 
myself  for  the  place  like  any  other  eui^date, 
and  that  when  qnestioned  as  to  wfa<Mn  I  hid 
lately  served,  I  should  partly  tell  the  tntti, 
and  partly  not ;  namely,  that  I  had  fbnneriy 
lived  ea  waiter  at  a  London  hotel,  which  I  had 
quitted  from  disUking  the  racket  and  irregi^ 
larity  of  such  a  Bituation  i  that  I  had  thenoa 
passed  into  the  service  of  Mr.  Davison,  who 


&eir  own  for  me,  diokild  I  find  it  expedient 
to  call  upon  them  ta  epeak  to  my  character. 

.Thus  arranged,  the  scheme  looked  feadUei 
It  remained  only  then  that  I  should  communis 
cate  personally  with  Mr.  Wainwright  jmiiOiR, 
for  the  porpose  of  coming  to  an  nnderstandin^ 
^th  r^erence  to  the  donoenr  which  I  was  to 
zeoeiTe  for  my  sacoessfbl  services.  Mr.  Dre# 
iiged  the  necesaty  of  despatch,  and  spoke  ra- 
ttier warmly  about  doubting  the  honour  of  th^ 
parties  concerned ;  but  finding  that  I  was  firm 
to  my  point,  he  promised  me  an  interview  with 
his  principal  that  evening. 

At  the  appointed  hour  I  met  the  young 
gentleman,  who,  after  some  parley,  signed  and 
I^ed  in  my  hands  an  instrument,  by  which 
lie  was  bound  six  months  after  the  decease  of 
Thomas  Wainwright  of  Harwood,  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  Esquire,  to  pay  me,  Simon  Wiggins, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  in  steriing 
money  of  Great  Britain,  under  penalty  of  for- 
feiting  double  that  some.  In  exchange  I  gave 
a  memorandum   to   the   effect  that   the   bond 

h6 
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should   be  cancelled   in  case  the  obligee  took 

no  benefit  by  the  event  which  waa  to  give  it 
vitality ;  an  empty  fonn,  by  tbe  by,  since  in 
the  contingcnce  alluded  to,  the  btmd  wonM 
probably  not  be  worth  the  parchment  apon 
which  it  was  engrossed. 

With  this  instrument  safe  in  my  pocket, 
therefore,  I  set  forward  to  tender  my  valnable 
services  to  the  Sqnire  of  Harwood,  whose  town 
rendencc  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Berkeley  Square. 
According  to  my  custom  of  making  inqniriefl 
respecting  a  new  place  for  which  I  was  about 


nn-wTocnK8.  155 

ftmice  over  him;  which  infloence  h6  used 
ht  Us  own  purposes,  being,  likewise,  a  very 
great  knave.  Notwithstanding  my  self-es- 
teem, I  felt  some  tre^Hdation  at  the  thon^ts 
of  appearing  before  such  a  discriminating  judge ; 
whose  fastidiousness  was  probably  still   more 

refined  by  age  and  disease,  real  or  imagi- 
nary. 

I  found  that  my  apprehensions  were  justified. 
When  I  presented  myself,  the  footmau,  who 
showed  me  into  a  parlour  where  I  was  to 
await  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Wainwright,  took 
occasion,  before  he  announced  me,  to  hint 
that  he  wouldnH  give  much  for  my  chance, 
as  his  master  had  already  rejected  more  than 
a  dozen  that  had  ofiered,  and  had  scarcely 
eren  looked  at  a  dozen  more.  This  inform- 
ation, though  it  helped  to  keep  down  my  com* 
placency,  did  not  daunt  me ;  and  I  waited 
calmly  my  expected  summons  to  the  formidable 
presence. 

I  had  not  sat  many  minutes,  before  a  bell 
rang  with  a  peremptoriness  which  caused  me 
to  form  a  shrewd  conjecture  as  to  the  hand 
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that  pulled  the  string.  Presently  the  same 
pompous  footman  who  had  before  advertised 
me,  returned,  and  requested  me  to  ^'  walk 
this  way/'*  I  rose  and  followed  him  with  a 
firm  step  to  Mr.  Wainwright's  study. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

In  a  great  leathern  arm-chair,  drawn  close  to 
a  fire,  though  it  wsa  the  hottest  day  of  Sep- 
tember, I  found  an  attenuated  figure,  wrapped 
in  a  flannel  dressing-gown.  The  head  which 
surmounted  this  living  skeleton  was,  however, 
verj  remarkable.  It  was  finely  shaped,  and 
the  features,  which  were  peculiarly  nnall,  seem- 
ed to  quiver  with  intellect.  The  moment  I 
entered  the  room,  I  was  transfixed  (to  use 
the  expression)  by  an  eye,  of  whose  piercing 
glance  I  had  never  yet  seen  the  equal.  It 
seemed  impossible  to  shield  one^s  breast  against 
sach  an  inquisitor.  In  whatever  way  his  late 
valet  had  acquired  his  influence  over  him,  it 
certainly  was  not  owing  to  his  imbecility. 

After  scanning  me  in  this  manner,  he  asked 
me  in  a  sharp  impatient  tone,  whence  I  came, 
and  what  were  my  qualifications  ? 
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I  anewered  with  aa  much  bre^ty,  sod  in 
as  collected  a  nuuiner  as  I  could.  I  flattered 
myeelf  that  I  could  observe  in  his  connteoanoe 
an  mdication  that  my  reply  was  more  prompt 
and  to  the  purpose  than  be  had  expected. 

"Sir,"  said  he  in  the  same  somewhat  item 
voice,  "  I  am  an  invalid,  and  require  mildi 
irksome  personal  attention.  Ai£  you  able  and 
willing  to  render  it  ?" 

I  had  tact  enough  to  forbear  making  any 
exaggerated  professions  on  these  points,  which, 
in   all   likelihood,   would  have   caused  me    to 
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flcnitiny  of  this  gentleman'^s  quick  and  power- 
fid  understandiog.  Nevertheless,  for  want  of 
b^ng  prepared  with  a  better,  I  was  constrain* 
ed  to  venture  upon  it.  I  premised,  however, 
in  obedience  to  Mr.  Wainwright^s  apparent 
wish,  a  brief  account  of  my  parentage,  my 
education,  and  start  in  life  under  the  auspices 
of  Mr.  Smallcombe ;  my  being  thrown  upon 
London  with  no  guide  but  my  own  prudence, 
(thereby  delicately  inferring  that  the  latter  was 
none  of  the  meanest,)  and  my  adventures  up 
(o  the  time  being,  taking  care,  of  course,  to 
omit  all  those  passages  which  redounded  greatly 
to  my  discredit. 

Mr.  Wainwright  heard  me  with  the  air  of 
one  who  knew  the  world  too  well  to  believe, 
in  general,  more  than  half  of  what  he  heard. 
I  felt,  by  instinct,  that  he  was  not  the  sort 
of  person  before  whom  it  would  be  safe  to 
parade  myself,  as  an  interesting  compound  of 
nmplicity  and  intelligence.  I  therefore  made 
a  merit  of  necessity,  and  acknowledged  to  some 
juvenile  foibles. 

Without  making  any  comment  upon   my 
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story,  the  old  gentleman  desired  to  have  ipecij-. 
mens  of  my  reading  and  writing.  Having, 
complied  with  his  wish,  he  ezpi 
satisfied  with  my  proficiency  in  1 
plisliments,  and  then  proceeded,  in  a  few  trord^,.; 
to  describe  the  capabilities  and  duties  wbifil^, 
he  required  in  his  personal  attendant.  Mr-i 
Waiuwright's  infirmities  were  bo  great  that 
he  could  not  move  withoat  assistance ;  hia  lata, 
confidential  servant,  whatever  his  moral  chano^. 
ter,  had  been,  it  appears,  in  education  and 
■i.tl.iii..:,,     ;iml    bml    <le- 
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He  would  not'  permit  me  to  decide  preeentty, 
bvt  d^mred  that  I  would  take  twenty-four 
hoots  to  make  up  my  mind.  I  withdrew, 
therefore,  with  an  intimation  to  call  at  the 
Bsme  hour  the  following  day ;  an  imnecessary 
pointponement,  sinee  I  had  no  idea  of  disturbing 
my  mind  witb  a  conflict  about  accepting  a 
situation  n^hich  oifored  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
poundiB  per  annum,  to  say  nothing  of  perqui- 
sites and  ulterior  adyantages. 

I  hastened  to  apprize  the  anxiously  expecting 
confederates — I  mean,  of  course,  young  Mr. 
Wainwright  and  Mr.  Drew  —  of  my  success. 
They  were  rejoiced  at  the  intelligence,  and 
were  eager  to  know  how  I  "  tackled"*'  the  old 
gentleman.  I  readily  gratified  their  curiosity 
and  my  own  conceitedness  by  a  particular 
account  of  the  interview,  in  which,  however, 
I  wUl  assure  you  that  your  humble  servant 
cut  no  contemptible  figure.  Indeed,  I  think 
the  reader  must  allow  that  I  evinced  some 
little  tact  and  skill.  Be  that  as  it  may,  my  em- 
ployers (so  to  describe  them)  were  transported 
with  my  conduct,   and   declared   that  I   was 
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the  clevflrest  fellow  in  the  wtali  ; 
ration  from  which  I  did  not  eren  affect  to 
dissent.  Thej  dismissed  me  with  ferrent  and, 
donbtlesB,  hearfelt  wishes  for  proeperonsly  cairy- 
ing  through  the  bosiness  which  I  had  so  aos- 
piciously  commenced,  and  with  evory  iniate- 
ment  that  flattery,  exhortation,  and  unbonnded 
promises  conld  snpply.  Bnt,  in  truth,  I  needed 
none  of  those,  having  an  all-fioffident  ineentm 
in  my  pocket,  in  the  shape  of  a  certain  docn- 
ment,  of  which  mention  has  been  made  ahove. 
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.  TwIcNTT-vouB  hours  sufBoed  to  establish 
m9  ia  my  new  situation,  uposi  the  duties  ef 
lidth  I  entered  forthwith. 

Yeiily,  Mr.  Wainwright  did  not  exagge- 
itte  when  he  warned  me  that  his  valet  would 
e^joj  no  sinecure.  His  infirmities  were  so 
great  that  he  required  constant  personal  at- 
tendance ;  I  was,  moreoTer,  his  amanuensis 
and  reader,  so  that  I  could  scarcely  ever  be 
p^mitted  to  absent  myself  more  than  an  hour 
in  the  day.  My  mastery's  temper  likewise  — 
naturally,  I  suspect,  not  the  most  even  —  was 
sadly  fretted  by  disease,  and  I,  of  course,  was 
the  obyious  butt  of  its  irritability.  So  mudi 
did  I  find  myself  harassed,  both  in  mind  and 
body,  at  the  end  of  the  first  month,  that  I 
diould   not  have   hesitated  to   give  warning. 


IS*  FITZ-WIOGINS. 

bad  it  not  beeo  for  tlie  conudflmtioii  adverted 
to  at  the  close  of  llie  last  chapter.  I  dee- 
ded that  the  difference  of  wages  wag  not  aa 
equivalent;  and  snbsequently  I  began  to  cal- 
cuUte  eerionsly,  whether  it  was  worth  while 
to  sacrifice  one's  health  and  spirits  on  aceonnt 
of  a  coDBide  ration  which  depended  upon  a  contin- 
gency, BO  remote  and  nncertun  ;  for,  tbongfii 
ever  on  the  watch,  I  had  not  yet  observed 
an  opportunity  of  adverting  to  the  important 
matter  in  which  I  was  so  deeply  interested. 
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nation^  when  my  niMter  in  an  interval  of  aome. 
thiog,  which  if  not  exactly  ease  and  good- 
humour,  was  the  nearest  approach  I  had  ever, 
aeen  him  make  to  that  enviable  state,  let  drop, 
partly  in  reverie,  and  partty  as  though  ad- 
drossed  to  mjnself,  an  ambiguous  expression, 
which,  had  the  instantaneous  effect  of  reviving 
my  dbrooping  spirits ;  for  it  seemed  to  let  light 
mt9  a  speculation  which  had  recently  much 
agitated  my  breast,  namely,  whether  I  was 
at  all  concerned  in  a  certain  private  interview 
lately  held  between  Mr,  Wainwright  and  his 
solicitor,  and  which  interview  I  shrewdly  sn»* 
petted  had  relation  to  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment. However,  this  word,  slight  and  enig- 
matical as  it  was,  sufficed  to  bear  me  up  under 
another  six  months  of  unremitting  devotion, 
and  habit  had  by  that  time  rendered  my  ser- 
vice less  distressing. 

More  determined  than  ever  then  to  go 
through  with  it,  especially  as  my  master'^s 
tenure  of  life  was  supposed  to  be  growing 
duly  more  precarious,  I  sought  to  extract  what 
CQQscdatiw  I  could  from  the  dull  and  barren 
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existence  which  might  pertiaps  be  for  Knue 
time  my  lot.  I  betook  myself  to  the  tinproT»- 
ment  of  my  mind ;  a  dispoaitioQ  of  ivhidi  Mr. 
Wainwright  was  pleamd  to  approre,  and  even 
condeBconded  to  direct  my  seleetions  &om  the 
well-filled  shelves  of  his  library.  Of  oourse  I 
implicitly  adopted  his  recommendations,  tbongfa 
some  of  the  works  which  he  prescribed  were 
not  much  to  my  taste,  being  treatises  on  moral 
philosophy  and  metaphysics.  NevertbelesB  1 
devoured  these  insipid   morsels  with  aa  monh 
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fiequenily  a  good  deal  of  instniction  and  en- 
teriaiDmeat  from  liiiieiiiDg  to  their  conversaiioiL 
Mir.  W^wright  would  aometimea  become  ani- 
mated by  thia  society,  and  express  himself 
with  much  expect ;  his  remarks  were  usually 
of  1^  dry,  humorous,  and  sarcastic  character. 
I  believe  he  was  considered  very  cynical 
and  q>lenetic,  and  indeed  he  seemed  to  me 
often  to  evince  more  disgust  than  the  occ»- 
non  demanded.  He  was  sadly  intolerant  of 
dulness  in  any  shape  ;  but  when,  to  use  his 
own  illustration,  the  grub  took  the  form  (^ 
the  butterfly,  it  became  the  object  of  his  ex- 
treme antipathy.  Or  like  an  epicure  who  can 
sometimes  relish  a  homely  joint,  but  rejects 
the  vile  compounds  of  vulgar  cookery,  so  Mr. 
Wainwright,  though  of  highly  cultivated  litera- 
ture and  fency,  could  enjoy  the  conversation 
of  a  plain  man  of  sense,  while  he  abhorred  that 
of  ^^a  proud,  conceited,  talking  spark,^  who 
would  sometimes  affect  the  witty  and  profound. 
M  J  master  was  not  one  of  those  happy  tempers 
that  can  convert  such  subjects  into  food  for 
ridicule  and  amusement ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
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caoeed  painfdl  irritatioD  to  his  delicate  and  fa»- 
tidiom  taste.  I  recollect  on  one  occaaon  a 
noble  lord,  an  old  ac*]nauitance  of  Mr.  Wain- 
wiigbt'e,  bringing  bis  son  to  introdncs  him  to 
that  gentleman. 

The  yonng  Lord  bad  diatingaished  himaelf 
at  the  UniTerdtT,  published  a  Tolume  of  poetry 
in  bis  eighteenth  jear,  and  had  made  aerer^ 
epleadid  speeches  in  parliament  before  he  was 
twenty-two.  No  wonder  that  he  was  adrer- 
tised  as  a  great  genius,  the  hope   and  pride 
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melined  him  rather  the   other  way.      When^ 
therefiuret  Mr*  Wainwrigfat  perceiyed  the  prn^ 
pose- for  which  the  nobleman  aboye-mentioned 
had-Urooi^  hi$  ^^  talented**^  son,   namely,   to 
receiye  the  tribute  of  Mr.  W*s.  ^phrase,  that 
eccentiiQ  old  gentleman  conediyed  the  amiable 
de^g^'  of  tendering  a  stone  instead  of  the  ezr 
.pectctd  bread ;  in  other  words,  to  giye  his  noUa 
^nd  ta  understand  that  he   considered  the 
^peAil.yonth  as  neither  more  nor  less  than 
#j precocious  empty   coxcomb:     and  this  de- 
sign he  failed  not  to  execute  after  his  usual 
caustic  fashion;  for,  when  the  peer  presented 
his  son,   with    a  degree    of   emphasis  which 
seemed  to  call  for  a  corresponding  degree  of 
emprcMcment  on  the  part  of  the  presentee,  Mr, 
Wainwright  acknowledged  the  compliment  with 
a  yery  slight   inclination,    and  turning  away 
immediately    addressed    his    conyersation    to 
the  elder  of  his  yisiters,  scarcely  youchsafing 
to  listen  to   the  epigramatic    remarks  which 
the  young  Lord,  accustomed  to  an  applauding 
audience,   confidently  put  forth.      (But  that 
I  may  not  take  more  credit  than  I  am  entitled 
yoL.  1.  I 
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to,  I  must  confeBB,  I  should  in  all  ivobability 

have  thought  his  lordship  a  prodigjr  of  wit 
and  wisdom,  had  I  not  obserred  the  contempt 
in  which  mj  master  held  him.)  The  old  peer, 
however,  took  care  not  to  lose  a  word  wfaich 
fell  from  his  son's  lips,  npon  which  he  might 
be  said  to  haug  with  perfect  defareDce.  Whe»- 
erer  those  lips  were  opened,  he  turned  ab- 
ruptly from  Mr,  Wainwright,  eren  though  that 
gentleman  was  in  the  act  of  speed),  and  onoe^ 
in  his  eagerness  to  catch  the  predons  dogmas 
of  HiL-  yoiiuL'  oradc'.  iiu    i.o^itivdv  checked  i 
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posiiieSi  and  exposing  the  paltry  tinsel  with 
which  it  was  paraded.  To  heighten  his  discom- 
fitnre,  during  the  operation,  some  visiters  were 
annonneed,  who  afterwards  acknowledged  that 
they  were  then  cored  of  a  temporary  delusion 
io  which  they  had  partidpated.  Whether  this 
was  the  first  rent  made  ix  the  lion^s  hide, 
which  covered  the  assy's  skin,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the.  public 
Tery  soon  after  detected  the  imposture,  and 
omsigned  the  animal  back  to  his  proper  place 
in  the  creation. 


I  2 


CHAPTER  XXT. 


My  worthy  confederates  and  emplojen, 
Messrs.  Heaij  Wainwright  and  William 
Drew,  to  wit,  were  incessant  in  their  tender 
inquiries  after  the  old  gentleman's  health,  and 

llie  i-roi'res!i  of  tiiv  amiuLle  .■iiilcavoiirs  to  effect 
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I  had  not  yet  found  an  opportunity  of  stirring 
m  that  matter.  I  knew  not  what  sort  of  in* 
fluence  his  last  valet  might  haye  possessed  ;  but 
I  could  see  nothing  in  Mr.  Wainwright  to  en^ 
courage  me  in  the  hope  that  I  might,  with  any 
degree  of  safety,  presume  to  touch  upon  such 
a  delicate  point.  Nor  did  my  own  interests 
prompt  me  very  powerftilly  to  make  the  rash 
attempt.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  surest 
game  to  play,  as  far  as  self  was  concerned,  was 
to  let  things  take  their  own  course,  in  which 
case,  I  might  feel  pretty  sure  of  a  handsome 
^remembrance,  while,  by  endeavouring  to  turn 
them  into  another  channel,  I  might  indeed  gain 
a  thousand  pounds,  but  the  probability  was 
that  I  should  lose  everything.  Moreover,  I 
was  by  this  time  pretty  weU  reconciled  to  the 
hardships  of  my  place,  by  the  bounty  of  my 
master,  who,  notwithstanding  the  high  salary 
I  received  from  him,  very  plentifully  rewarded 
my  devotion  with  valuable  presents,  which  be- 
sides being  immediately  acceptable,  I  could  not 
help  regarding  as  earnests  of  his  posthumous 
liberality.    Nor  was  I  much  discouraged  by 
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the  opinion  which  the  medical  gmtUniaa  had 
whispered  reapectin^  my  master^H  longenty ; 
for  Z  considered  it  possible,  that  in  that  onaa 
"the  wish  might  be  father  to  the  thonght," 
since  a  man  would  natnraDy  be  lather  seloet* 
ant  to  antidpate  an  early  ceasBtion  of  ait  iii> 
come  of  three  bandied  and  rixty-five  goiinai 
per  anonm,  earned  by  a  daily  viait  of  aboot  ten 
iuinntes  dnration.  It  appeared  to  me  then- 
fore,  that  my  poor  master's  friends  might  riill 
look  to  an    early  release  from  hia  i 
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a  was  bat  hir  that  he  should  have  the  sole 
8iiperinteiid«iioe  of  his  exit  from  life;— e  rs» 
mark  quite  in  accordance  with  the  efaamcter 
of  a  hnmoiist,  which  the  old  gentleman  had 
always  affected.  His  worldly  affairs  haying 
been  aH  preyioasly  settled,  he  awaited  deatk 
with  great  oomposore;  and,  as  he  exprened 
no  widi  for  s^ritnal  consolation,  none  of  ns 
eaied  to  introdnce  a  clergyman  into  his  jnre*- 
sence.  ^This  mnst  be  regarded  as  one  of  hii 
nngnlaritieSy  for  he  was  well-known  to  be  a 
ancere  Christian.  He  retained  his  mind  to  the 
last;  and  an  hour  before  his  death,  made  a  dry 
remark  upon  one  of  his  nurses,  at  which  I  conid 
not  f<n'bear  a  smile. 

The  day  after  my  masterV  decease,  all  par- 
ties concerned  assembled  at  his  house  for  the 
declaration  of  his  will.  Mr.  Henry  Wain- 
Wright,  his  nearest  blood  relative,  attended 
with  deep  anxiety  as  to  the  result.  In  case  he 
should  be  declared  his  nucleus  heir,  which  might 
I  thought  be  very  posedble,  I  took  the  precauf 
tion,  with  a  Yiew  to  the  consideration  of  a  ce»* 
tain  boi^d which  Iheld,  to  intimate  to  the  jaang, 
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gentleman  tliat  I  had  done  my  best  on  his 
behalf,  although,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  I  had 
Dot  stirred  an  inch  in  the  matter,  But  I  aatiB- 
fied  m;  conscience  on  the  score  of  this  iVand, 
bj  the  plea  that  in  not  naming  the  nephew  to 
his  uncle,  I  had,  in  fact,  best  conanlted  his 
interests.  Such  an  apology  may  not  peAapr 
be  equally  satisfactory  to  others  t  yet  I  think 
it  must  be  admitted,  at  least,  that  my  con- 
duct ia  this  instance  invoWed  a  point  of  ca- 
suistry. 
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property,  in  maimer  following: — His  landed 
estates  he  devised  to  trustees  for  the  benefit 
of  a  certain  learned  body;  after  which,  he 
proceeded  to  dispose  of  his  personal  property. 
"  To  my  nephew,  (here  the  party  referred  to» 
whose  visage  had  by  this  time  become  sadly 
elongated,  showed  some  symptoms  of  viyacity,) 
"to  my  nephew,  Henry  Maximilian  Wain- 
wright  who,  could  he  have  conducted  himself 
with  common  propriety,  would  have  been  my 
principal  heir,  I  bequeath  the  interest  of  five 
thousand  potmds  three  per  cent  consols  for  the 
term  of  his  natural  life  ;  after  which  the  principal 
sum,  or  such  proportions  of  it  as  may  he  needed 
for  the  purpose,  to  be  applied  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  said  H.  M.  Wainwright^s  debts, 
not  exceeding  twenty  pounds  each,  with  com- 
pound interest  from  the  date  hereof;  the  de- 
dsion  of  all  such  claims  to  belong  solely  to 
my  executors,  or  their  representatives.  As  to 
the  other  creditors  of  my  nephew,  who,  I  am 
credibly  informed,  have  already  sent  in  bills 
to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  pounds  and 
upwards,  they  probably  had  good  reasons  for 

i6 
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admitting  an  ensign  in  a  msrchinfr  reginunt 
80  deeply  into  tUeir  books ;  and  if  the;^  gavA 
snch  large  credit  on  a  remote  and  nncertaiiL 
specalatioD,  they  cannot,  as  gamblen,  ftel  tliMft- 
selves  entitled  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  with 
tradesmen.  I  leave  them,  therefore,  m  ftr 
as  I  am  concerned,  to  such  redreee  as  Hmj 
may  derive  firom  the  hononr  of  the  aaid  Mr. 
Henry  Wainwright."" 

Here  that  yonng  gentleman,  having  thus 
heard  to  an  end  all  that  seemed  to  conoem 
him,  mmle 
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iiMirih  pari  xvf  my  Bank  Stock,  yalae  about 
two  thoafland  potmda;  a  sam,  which,  as  hey 
waata  are  &w,  and  as  her  thoughts  are,  I  am 
ooQYuieed,  raised  &r  above  the  low  desire  of 
fwthlj  ridies,  will,  I  doubt  not,  enable  her 
for  the  rest  of  her  dajs  to  indulge  in  qpi» 
iitoal  meditations  undisturbed,  as  they  have 
heretofore  too  firequentiy  been  by  household 
cares.  To  my  cousin,  Mrs.  Hannah  Stoke% 
I  bequeath  a  like  sum ;  which  I  fear  she  will 
thiok  a  poor  recompense  for  the  many  profes- 
flioQS  of  love  and  respect  which  she  has  lavish- 
ed upon  me,  ever  since  I  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  my  wife  and  child ; — I  am  sorry  that 
I  csannot  afford  to  put  a  higher  price  upon 
those  &vours.  To  my  cousin  and  godson,  the 
Honourable  Ferdinand  Adolphus  de  dourcy, 
lieutenant  in  his  Majesty^s  —  regiment  of  Hus- 
sars, I  also  bequeath  a  fourth  share  of  my 
Bank  Stock,  the  yearly  interest  arising  from 
which  will  probably  suffice  to  keep  his  whis- 
kers and  mustachios,  which  most  important 
part  of  his  appointments,  I  think  I  have  under- 
stood him  to    say,  could   be  maintained  for 
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eomething  less  thtta  a  handred  potnda  per  ait- 
nnm.  And  whereas  many  persons  have  dona 
me  the  honour  to  claim  consaDgninity  to  me, 
I  desire  that  the  remumng  pcnrtion  of  mj  Bank 
Stock  may  be  divided,  share  and  shaie  alike, 
among  such  of  my  rehitioDS,  (excepting  onlj 
my  cousin,  once  removed,  Mr.  John  Hancocks, 
sm^on,  of  Russell  Street,  Bloomsbory,)  aa  can 
establish  their  kindred  to  me  ivithin  the  finir^ 
degree," 

Here  the   solicitor  was  obliged  to  make  a 
pause,   being  interrupted   by  a  Isngh  of  deri- 
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done   with  his   India  Bonds;    they  ought  to 
be  worth  fifty  thousand  at  least."*^ 

^  My  India  Stock,  value  thirty-six  thousand 
pounds,  more  or  less,  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  eoosb,  Mr.  John  Hancocks,  aforesaid 
for  his  sole  and  absolute  use  and  benefit.  I 
distinguish  Mr.  Hancocks  by  this  mark  of  my 
esteem,  because  he  has  preferred  seeking  a  for* 
tune  through  the  means  of  an  honourable  pro- 
fession, rather  than  by  cajolery,  adulation,  and 
hypocrisy ;  and  though  never  d^cient  in  re- 
spect towards  me,  has  always  borne  himself  in 
my  presence  as  an  upright,  independent  man ; 
and  because,  also,  I  truly  believe  that  he  never 
expected  to  reap  any  pecuniary  advantage  from 
my  death,  and  that  he  would  have  been  in- 
capable of  endeavouring  to  secure  such  ad- 
vantage to  himself  by  any  underhand  double- 
&ced  conduct.  For  these  reasons,  I  desire 
his  acceptance  of  the  above  bequest,  with  my 
best  wishes  that  it  may  be  instrumental  to 
his  welfare  and  happiness.^^ 

He  then  proceeded  to  dispose  of  his  books, 
pictures,  manuscripts,   &c. ;    and  charged  his 
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naduaiy  estate  vith  b  year's  inigea  to  cadi 

of  his  Berranta,  over  and  abore  tlieir  cnneni 

does,  and  a  sum  of  two   hundred  poonds  to 

his  Talet,   Mr.    Simon   Wiggins ; 

man,"   he   was  pleased  to   add,  "  of  i 

and  Intelligence  above  his  years  and  s 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  astonishment,  ng«» 
and  TexatioQ  of  the  Tariona  cousins  at  the  good 
fortnne  of  Mr.  Hancocks,  who,  in  all  likdihood, 
never  dreaming  that  he  cotild  be  a  party  OMi- 
cemed,  was  not  present  on  this  occasion ;  per- 
haps, indeed,  might  hardly  yet  be  s^prisnl  of 
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to  ti^  a  Tery  magBanimons  tone,  and  refvse 
to  accept  Uie  paltry  legacies  aflsigned  them;^ 
Wt  I  learned  upon  subsequent  inquiry,  that 
each  of  these  injured  telatives  had  drawn  every 
diiUii^  to  which  he  or  she  was  ^titled  under 
Mr.  Wainwright^s  will.  N<me  of  the  same 
pefsons,  howeTer,  who  were  devoted  to  him 
in  life,  paid  his  memory  the  compliment  of 
feUowing  his  remains  to  the  grave.  Mr.  HaiH 
eodcsy  who  heard  of  his  good  fortune  with  real 
nirprise^  and  was  much  affected  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  was  named,  attended  the  fiineral 
as  chief  mourner,  and  many  of  the  distinguished 
fnends  of  my  late  master  anxiously  applied  for 
pemussion  to  testify  their  respect  on  this  solemn 
occasion. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Mr.  Wainwright;  a 
gentleman  for  whom,  notwithstanding  his  harsh 
and  eccentric  manners,  I  could  not  help  feeling 
perfect  respect,  not  unmingled  with  admiration. 
I  received,  without  repining,  the  legacy  with 
which  he  had  been  pleased  to  mark  his  sense 
of  my  services,  although  from  his  known  libe- 
rality and  wealth,  I  had  certainly  calculated 
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upon  a  Iat;ger  Sam ;  but  meieenary  aa  I  maj 
be  considered,  I  did  not  lightly  vslae  the  hand- 
some meatioa  of  my  name  which  accompanied 
(lie  beqaeet.  It  is,  periiaps,  needlesa  to  men- 
tion that  I  abstained  from  making  an  attempt, 
which  would  have  been,  under  existing  cir- 
comstances,  alike  vain  and  imjaatt  of  exacting 
ftom  Mr.  Henrj  W^nwright  satis&ction  for 
his  bond.  Indeed,  that  yoong  gentleman, 
twenty-four  honra  after  the  publication  of  his 
uncle's  will,  was  found,  by  certain  anxioiu  iiH 
qnirers,  to  be  extremely  scarce,  and,  I  believe, 


185 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

I  HAB  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  new  situ- 
ation ;  for  more  than  one  gentleman  was  de- 
arous  of  securiug  my  seryices,  so  much  had 
I  been  noted  for  my  superior  qualifications 
during  my  attendance  upon  Mr.  Wainwright. 
Finding  myself  in  such  request  I  became  nice, 
and  thought  scarcely  any  place  good  enough 
for  me.  While  I  was  deliberating,  I  lost  two 
or  three  eligible  openings,  and  at  length  made 
my  election  to  the  post  of  butler  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  distinguished  and  wealthy 
member  of  parliament,  who  had  charmed  me 
by  the  liberality  of  his  sentiments.  This  gen* 
tleman  was,  indeed,  a  great  patriot;  he  had 
not  taken  up  the  popular  cause  from  caprice 
or  vanity,  but  upon  deliberate  conviction ;  for 
he  had  been  originaUy  a  Tory,  and  an  active 
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supporter  of  that  factioD,  both  with  tongne 
and  pen ;  Lot  having  been  refused  an  appoint- 
ment of  considerable  trust,  wHch  was  bestowed 
apon  a  young  Lord,  whose  familj  infloeneed 
four  votes  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  WM 
80  much  disgusted  at  this  most  flagrant  instance 
of  merit  beiiif^  postponed  to  jobbery,  that  he 
Immediately  carried  the  whole  weight  o£  hia 
vote,  character,  and  talents  over  to  the  o^io- 
ffltion,  and  became  ever  after  one  of  the  moafe 
eloquent  advocates  of  Reform  in  Parliament,  && 
Mr.    Foslx-rrv,    who    wished    to    l,e    ihoufflit 
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what  were  my  politics,  jugt  as  some  old  fiishion- 
ed  persons  still  think  it  necessary  to  inquire 
aboot  %  servants  religion  before  thej  engage 
him ;  and  when  I  assured  him  that  they  were 
decidedly  of^Misition,  he  expressed  himself  satis* 
fied,  and  informed  me  that  he  employed  no 
penoa  who  was  not  on  the  right  side. 

I  congratulated  myself  on  serving  a  gentle* 
man  who  would  not  consider  me  his  inferior^ 
bstflad  of  a  proud  aristocrat,  who  regards  his 
meoials  as  scarcely  partaking  of  the  same  flesh 
and  bfeod  as  himsdf.  Perhaps  the  reader 
may  think  I  expected  Mr.  Fosbony  to  call 
Bie  from  behind  his  chair  to  take  a  seat  at 
the  board;  but  I  was  really  v^y  &r  from 
entertaining  such  extravagant  notions,  which^ 
wfaaterer  might  be  said  about  the  natural  equal* 
ity  of  mankind,  I  had  wit  enough  to  know 
were  impracticable  in  any  civilized  society.  I 
only  calenkited  upon  not  being  used  merely 
as.  a  machine  for  my  master'*s  convenience  on 
pleasure;  I  doubted  not  that  my  ovm  com* 
&rt  and  happiness  would  be  considered,  and 
thai .  as  an  upper  servant,  some  latitude  would 
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be  allowed  me  for  tbe  indnlgeoGe  of  mj  par- 
ticular taetea  and  amoaemeDfa. 

My  most  sanguine  ezpectationa  seemed  likely 
to  be  realized.  Mr.  Fosberry  condescended, 
in  the  most  gracious  manner,  to  aaj  when  I 
entered  upon  my  office,  that  he  believed  be 
had  at  length  found  in  me  a  person  in  whom 
be  could  safely  repose  confidence.  My  aai- 
dnoua  and  respectful  conduct  when  serving  a 
captious  selfish  tyrant,  so  he  was  pleased, 
adopting  the  common  report,  to  qoalify  my 
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it  supposed  thai  I  countenanced  indiscriminate 

imposition.     There  is  sorely  some  difference 

to  be  observed  between   an  easy,    confiding, 

generous  gentleman,   and  a  close-fisted  hunks, 

or  a  spendthrift.     I  should  esteem  it  almost 

a  laudable  endeavour  to  extract  from  the  miser 

some  of  his  probably  ill-gotten  and  certainly 

ill-used  riches,  and  I  could  see  little  harm  in 

diverting  a  part  of  the  wasteful  profusion  of 

the  prodigal,   to  the  irrigation  of  one^s  own 

little  estate.     The  reprobation,  therefore,  which 

I  expressed  at  the  frauds  of  Mr.  Fosberry^s 

former  butlers,  was  perfectly  sincere,   as  was 

the  assurance  which  I  gave  him  that  he  should 

have  no  cause  to  regret  having  placed  trust  in 

me.     Thus  admonished,  I  entered   upon  the 

duties  of  my  situation. 

.  Being  of  opinion  that  reform,  like  charity, 
should  begin  at  home,  my  first  act  of  authority 
was  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  household, 
shrewdly  guessing  that  if  the  heads  had  been 
corrupt,  the  subordinate  members  were  pro- 
bably not  immaculate.  Ye  gods  i  what  dis- 
coveries I  made  !     The  housekeeper,  who  was 
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00  better  than  she  should  be,  |m>poMd  tmna 
of  accommodatioD,  but  I  rejected  her  offers 
vith  disd^,  in  conaeqnence  of  which  sha  ten- 
dered her  resigiiation.  I  fonnd,  in  the  first 
place,  that  most  of  the  male  and  female  ser- 
vants of  the  establishment  were  joined  in  the 
bands  of  imlawfiil  lore.  I  hastened  to  r^wrt 
specially  these  immoral  proceedings  to  my  mas- 
ter, who  listened  to  the  commonication  -mOi 
a  phlegm  which  I  had  not  anticipated.     When 

1  had  finished  the  details  of  evidence,  positiTe 
till  ciuMiriistoiitial.  iiuoii  wliJch  my  iiifurmation 
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lipcm  and  morality  to  be  merely  phariaaical 
and  liypocritieal ;  and  as  to  the  Society  for  the 
Soppraasioa  of  Vice,  it  was  the  object  of  his 
particiilar  ridicule  and  hatred.  I  took  nothii^ 
therefore  but  plenty  of  ill-will  by  this  motion, 
sad  determined  consequently  to  concern  myself 
no  farther  with  the  continence  of  Mr.  Fos- 
beny's  domestics;  but  that  they  should  not 
triumph  OTer  me,  I  scrutinized  their  morality 
in  other  respects  with  double  vigilance ;  I  dock>- 
ed  their  perquisites,  their  cheese  parings  and 
candle  ends,  with  unrelenting  severity,  for 
whidi  acts  of  fidelity  to  my  employer,  I  in- 
curred their  vigorous  hatred.  But  what  cared 
I  for  that,  when  sustained  by  an  approving 
conscience  ? 

As  my  master  entertained  a  good  deal  of 
company,  I  had  not  of  course  much  time  to 
myself;  but  I  did  not  repine,  looking  forward 
to  my  relaxation  during  the  recess.  There 
are  drawbacks  upon  every  situation  in  life, 
and  I  must  own  I  could  have  wished  that  my 
talents  had  been  exhibited  to  better  judges 
than  usually  assembled  at  our  house.      Mr. 
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Fosberry  waa  certainly  not  one  of  the  excla- 
sivea ;  his  compaDy  were  by  no  means  of  the 
most  select  descnption.  As  he  professed  to 
be  a  political  leader,  he  was  perhaps  obliged 
occasionally  to  receive  at  his  table  persons  of 
middling  and  questionable  station ;  bnt  I  could 
not  understand  that  it  was  necessarj  habitnally 
to  entert^n  such  guests.  Our  parties  generally 
consisted  of  radical  members  of  pariiament, 
spoutcrs  at  cockney  meetings,  authors,  artists, 
play vrigl  its,  and   miscellaneous  persons,  hanj^ 
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a  great  popular  question,  and  several  of  tbe 
speeches  on  the  right  side  were  highly  landed, 
for  the  artful  purpose,  it  would  seem,  of  en- 
hancing the  praise  which  was  afterwards  la- 
vished upon  Mr.  Fosberrj'^s  oration. 

'^  He  hit  the  Secretary  deuced  hard  there,"* 
says  one,  commenting  upon  the  said  ^^  splendid 
speech**^  in  detail,  and  in  that  style  of  flattery 
which  speaks  of  the  object  present  in  the 
third  person ;  ^^  he  was  regularly  hung  upon 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma,  and  hadn't  a  word 
to  say.*" 

*'  Yes,  yes,''  answers  his  neighbour,  to  whom 
this  remark  was  addressed,  ^^  you 're  right, 
Briggs ;  I  don't  think  I  eversaw  a  thing  better 
done,  and  I  can  recollect  Fox." 

"  All  I  can  say  is,"  observed  another  of  tbe 
company,  with  his  mouth  full  of  venison,  ^*  I 
should  have  been  devilish  sorry  to  be  the  minis- 
ter who  had  to  answer  such  a  speech." 

^^  I  fihould  think  you  would,"  cries  a  fourth, 

"  and  P (naming  the  leader  of  the  House 

of  Commons)  seems  to  have  been  pretty  much 
of  the  same   opinion.     They  tell  me   he  was 

VOL.  I.  K 
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quite  agitat«d  while   oar  friend  pw  ,00   iat 

legs." 

"Sir,"  said  Mr.  Briggs,  '^yon  ««  ognre^y 
informed ;  I  vas  ooder  the  gftDo^j  uui  at 
right  oppofflte  to  him.  H«  inf^|g4«d.  ittH^tif 
about  and  coiildn''t  edt  still  a  monent  nnder 
onr  honourable  firi^d's  stiictiiiN.;  Iw  ■neattoi 
quite  to  writhe  under  it,"  .    , 

*'Come,"  said  Mr.  Fotbetiy,  wha  l)«d.  Jin- 
tened  very  complacently  to  tliese  svmttkM,  "  jfM 
overrate  my  humble  endeavofu*.    .  TsJm  •  f^MB 
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This  opinion  was  corroborated  by  several 
Toices  simultaneoiislj ;  and  having  thus  set 
the  ball  going  again,  the  modest  host  return^ 
ed  to  his  mntton;  only  giving  his  guests  a 
little  assistance  when  they  set  to  work,  qnot- 
mg  and  criticising  some  of  the  best  passages 
in  his  oration.  An  author,  who  was  present, 
discovered  a  resemblance  between  parts  of  this 
celebrated  piece  of  doquence  and  the  style 
of  Demosthenes.  Mr.  Briggs  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Grand  Central  Metropolitan  Par- 
liamentary Candidates^  Association,  came  to  the 
<)onclasion  before  the  cloth  was  removed,  that 
they  must  have  Mr.  Fosberry  at  the  head 
of  a  Liberal  Administration,  and  the  noble  Lord 
whom  scandal  said  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
pecuniary  bene&ctions  from  Mr.  F.,  leant  for- 
ward after  his  sixth  bumper  of  champagne, 
and  assured  his  host  with  faltering  accents^ 
that  he  should  be  happy  to  afford  his  humble 
support^  either  in  or  out  of  the  cabinet,  to 
any  government  of  which  be  might  become 
a  member. 


A 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


A  GREAT  proportion  of  Mr.  Fosberry'a  wealth 
was  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
Was  any  candidate  in  the  people's  interest 
for  the   honours   of  legislation    in  want   of  the 
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year,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Fosberry  opened  his  purse  to  a  number  of 
persons  who,  having  nothing  particular  to  do, 
employed  their  leisure  in  recommending  ultra* 
radical  theories  of  politics.  The  world,  which  is 
ever  more  ready  to  censure  than  to  approve,  did 
not  fail  to  find  fault  with  my  master,  because  he 
gave  no  assistance  to  some  near  relatives  who 
happened  to  be  strugg^ling  with  penury ;  as  if 
the  good  of  one's  country  in  the  mass  were  not 
a  consideration  far  superior  to  the  narrow  claims 
of  private  benevolence  !  Eminent  public  chan 
racters  must  lay  their  account  with  being  subn 
jected  to  calumny  as  well  as  animadversion,  and 
Mr.  Fosberry  had  to  endure  a  full  share  of  both. 
He  was  accused  of  being  a  tyrannical  landlord, 
an  unrelenting  creditor ;  and  old  stories  were 
ripped  up  of  his  conduct  to  women  with  whom 
he  had  been  concerned  ;  all  which  charges  and 
stories  were  doubtless  much  exaggerated  beyond 
the  truth,  if  not  altogether  weak  inventions 
of  the  enemy.  Nay,  the  malice  of  faction 
went  SQ  far  as  to  sneer  at  Mr.  Fosberry,  on 
account  of  the  way  in  which  his  father  was 
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^ 


suppofled  to  have  made  his  maaefym  if  tiwt, 
however  dlnepntable,  conld  be  a^jr  jtut  caoM 
of  reproach  to  the  bod.  Yet  I  hk*e  faMsd 
maaj  an  impertinent  caviller  aaka  tohmiaUoaa 

to  the  effect,  tlmt  Jia  old  Fosbtrry  had  ac- 
quired the  main  of  bis  riclies  hy  cheating  the 
revenue,  and  abusing  tbe  confidence  of  his 
official  Buperior,  it  was  but  just  that  the  present 
man,  had  his  professions  of  public  morality  been 
sincere,  should  have  commenced  hia  career  of 
patriotigm  by  disgorging  a  portion  of  his  wealth 
into  tbe    imblic    cc.iri.-ig :  an    ah^iuvd    and    . 
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sabstantial  causes  for  this  disgrost.  In  the  first 
place,  I  was  not  in  mj  capacity  of  house- 
steward  allowed  a  sofficientlj  easy  intercourse 
with  m  J  master^s  banker ;  consequently,  I  was 
often  annoyed  by  applications  from  petty  trade»« 
men  for  the  settlement  of  their  small  accounts, 
which  for  some  time  I  paid  out  of  my  own. 
pocket,  for  I  could  not  brook  that  any  gentle- 
man I  served  should  be  subjected  to  the  saucy 
obeenrations  of  such  people ;  but  the  butcher, 
the  baker,  and  the  grocer,  who  had  likewise 
scores  of  long  standing,  became  at  length  ch^ 
morons  for.  payment,  and  would  listen  no  longer 
to  the  evarions,  excuses,  and  cajoleries  with 
which  I  had  for  some  time  past  amused  them. 
The  servants  even,  over  whom  I  had  never 
been  able  to  exercise  that  despotic  authority 
which  ought  to  be  vested  in  a  major-domo,, 
became  more  negligent,  debauched,  and  inso- 
lent. When  I  threatened  to  lodge  a  formal 
complaint  against  them  for  their  bad  conduct, 
they  only  laughed,  and  observed  that  this  was 
Liberty  Hall,  presuming  I  knew  upon  the  sup- 
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portion,  that  it  woold  not  be  ocHinDifliit  tft 
disnuHB  them,  in  consequenoe  of  tlieix  ^ai^ 
owed  long  arrears  of  wages. 

From  time  to  time,  I  bad  sttonqited  to  id* 
trade  upon  Mr.  Fosberry  Bome.d«ta3«  aiaiim 
to  his  domestic  aSairs ;  bat  xmfarbBUtdj  I 
always  happened  to  choose  a  time  wfaoi  bv 
was  occupied  aboat  state  affain^  and  ooold  Bot», 
of  course,  stoop  from  theoce  to  the  Imt  Ataibr 
of  housekeeping.  I  begged  him  to  name  ai^' 
half-hoor  that  he  conld  spare  fimm  lua  i 
ttiiit  avopationg,  til  tlic  exitiui nation  ami  iiiljusi- 
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strate  with  them.  My  ezpoetiilatioiiB  were  re* 
ceived  with  clamour  and  derision  ;  and  despair 
having  now  liberated  them  from  all  restraint, 
the  long-cherished  hatred  of  these  vnlgar  minds 
was  let  loose  upon  me  in  a  flood  of  abuse 
and  slang.  I  shall  not  stain  mj  page,  or 
offend  the  eyes  of  the  condescending  reader, 
with  anyof  their  foul  language,  which  of  course 
I  was  above  retaliating. 

I  repaired  immediately  to  Mr.  Foslierry  to 
request  an  audience.  I  found  him  busy  writ- 
ing ;  and  when  I  made  my  appearance,  he 
laid  down  the  pen  with  an  impatient  gesture 
and  exclamation,  and  asked  me  what  the  devil 
I  wanted  now  ?  I  perceived  that  this  was 
none  of  the  mollia  tempora  fandi  ;  but  the 
exigency  was  too  pressing  to  admit  of  my  paying 
any  regard  to  this  discouragement.  I  began, 
therefore,  by  saying,  that  it  was  my  painful  duty 
to  communicate  —  when  Mr.  Fosberry  some- 
what uncivilly  interrupted  me,  by  desiring  that 
I  would  tell  him  at  once,  in  plain  terms,  what 
was  the  matter,  as  he  had  neither  time,  nor 
inclination,   to  Usten  to  my  jaw   (such    was 
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the  vulgar  expression  be  made  nw  at).  I  obey- 
ed his  commands,  howerer,  aod  apprized  htm 
without  circumlocutioa  of  the  diwontent  wfaieh 
existed  in  his  household;  aod  was  proceed- 
ing accurately  to  recount  the  aeaaHity  with 
which  I  had  been  assailed,  when  my  master, 
who  was  in  a  very  bad  humour,  again  broke 
oat  with  a  most  unmerited  reproach,  which 
he  had  repeated  on  former  occaatuu,  that  I 
was  always  quarrelling  with  the  Mrranta.  I 
did  not  lose  my  temper  at  thin  accuaation. 
I   only   bowed,    smiled,    and    obserred   "  that 
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months,  and  had  not  yet  received  the  slight* 
est  hint  having  reference  to  the  payment  of  mj 
salary,  and  that  I  had  disbursed  out  of  my 
own  pocket,  on  sondry  occasions,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  thirty-seven  pounds,  sixteen  shillings^ 
and  two  pence,  in  discharge  of  small  claims 
upon  Mr.  Fosberry,  this  condnct  of  his  was,  to 
say  the  least,  cool,  and  indeed  somewhat  alarm- 
ing. I  began  to  quake  for  my  own  dues,  both 
money  lent  and  stipend ;  and  prompted  by  this 
apprehension,  I  spoke  up  more  boldly  than  I 
should  otherwise  have  cared  to  do  in  Mr.  Fos- 
berry^s  present  temper.  I  told  him  respect* 
folly,  but  firmly,  that  I  must  have  a  definite 
answer  to  carry  to  the  tradesmen  and  servants ; 
otherwise,  the  house  would  be  cleared  before 
the  evening;  "for,"  added  I,  "they  are  de- 
termined to  stand  it  no  longer." 

This  resolute  manner  produced  its  effect 
upon  my  master;  who,  discharging  from  bis 
countenance  all  signs  of  wrath,  became  in  a 
moment  quite  placable. 

**  Well,  well,"  said  he,  "  I  was  hasty.  Tell 
the  rascals  I  will  settle  with  them  in  a  few 
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days ;   or  stay,  liow  modi  do  ^trii  Uuak  irill 

BBtiafy  them  for  the  prenent  ?  " 

I  repeated  that  the  immediat«  dlanu  upoa 
him  famished  to  me,  amoanted  to  oboot  ax 
hundred  pounds. 

"The  devili.'^  exclaimed  my  mMiev «  "jon 
could  not  have  come  at  a  man  an&rtamte 
time  ;  but  I  suppose  I  must  d«  ■m—HhiliS  _Ut 
keep  them  qaiet.""  So  ti^paq,  ka  took  » 
iMtnker's  check-book  ftom  a  dcmwe^  aad  to 
Toy  great  satisfaction  wrote  aud  handed  nic 
a   draft   for  two   hundred    pounds.     "  Thorp," 
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and  assured  him  that  I  had  never  lived  with 
any  other  than  gentlemen  of  fashion  and  for- 
time,  and  that  I  hoped  I  knew  better  than  to 
trouble  anj  gentleman  with  paltry  duns,  as  a 
proof  of  which  I  took  occasion  to  specify  the 
several  small  sums  I  had  paid  on  his  account. 
Bat  in  justification  of  myself,  I  added,  that 
the  claims  which  I  had  been  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  press  upon  his  attention,  were  of 
some  magnitude  and  standing.  I  begged  leave 
to  observe,  that  most  of  the  servants  wages 
were  in  arrear  a  twelvemonth,  and  that  the 
butcher  and  baker  had  not  been  paid  for  near- 
ly two  years. 

"Well,  well,''  said  my  master,  **  I  don't 
want  to  hear  it  all  over  again.  You've  got 
some  money  and  there 's  an  end  of  it.  Now 
go  about  your  business."  So  saying  he  re^ 
sumed  his  pen  and  I  withdrew. 


CHAPTER  XXJV. 


YoD  may  be  enre  I  loat  bo  tim* 
bg  the  check  for  payment ;  mai  tin  first  piv> 
pose  to  which  I  applied  the  euh  mm  >tlk»  K^di* 
dation  of  mj  own  clum  in  faii,  boUi  for  Mlsiy 

and    moiR^vs    iirlvanceil,   tntrether  with    interest 
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regular  place.  But  before  I  decided  upon  taking 
this  step,  I  thought  I  would  drop  a  call  upon 
my  firiend  Mr.  Drew,  whom  I  had  not  seen 
since  my  late  master^s  death,  and  ask  his  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject.  That  gentleman  re- 
ceived me  rather  coldly,  from  an  opinion,  as 
I  soon  learned,  that  I  had  not  acted  quite 
honourably  towards  him  and  young  Mr.  Wain- 
wrigfat  in  my  late  engagement.  I  took  pains 
to  disabuse  him  of  this  prejudice,  and  he  was, 
or  affected  to  be,  satisfied  with  my  explanation. 
I  then  opened  to  him  my  present  situation, 
and  asked  his  advice  with  every  mark  of  de^ 
ference  to  his  judgment. 

Mr.  Drew,  in  the  first  instance,  blamed  me 
for  having  departed  from  a  general  rule  which 
he  had  inculcated,  of  never  applying  for  a  place 
before  I  had  inquired  the  character  of  the  house. 

<«  I  am  glad,^  said  he,  **  that  you  have  suf- 
fered for  your  cardesoiess ;  it  will  make  you 
more  cautious  another  time ;  there  ^s  nothing 
like  a  practical  lesson  to  you  young  uns.  Why 
it^s  almost  enough  to  ruin  your  prospects  in 
Kfe,  having  been  at  Fosberry^s  place."^ 
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'*  YoQ  don't  sa^  80^"  cried  I  not  a  little 
alarmed ;  "  is  there  aoytbing  agaimt  bim  thaa, 
beyond  his  not  paying  bis  bUla  F** 
'  "  No,  no,  that  ian't  what  Z  aflnde  to.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  reproach  •  geotleauu  (yiha 
is  a  gentleman)  with  his  mkfortaBM.  It** 
the  vulgarity  of  the  thing  that  I  omnidaui  <£ 
You  might  as  well  have  gone  and  danuwd 
yourself  at  once  liy  liviug  with  an  aldermau 
iu  the  city,  or  a  judge  in  Bloomsbury.  What 
nobleman  or  gentlfuian,  do  you  think,  would 
take    Tou    from    siich    a    pW*    asi    Fosberry'% 
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Fosberry,  in  the  most  ungentlemanlike  manner^ 
accuses  bis  servants  of  cheating^  if  they  shoulil 
happen  to  help  themselyes  a  bit ;  and  I  know 
that  he  lately  had  his  nnder-butler  up  beforer 
Sir  Richard  on  a  charge  of  grabbing  some  plate, 
which  it  turned  out  the  poor  fellow  had  only 
kept  in  his  hands,  in  case  he  couldn^t  get  hia 
wages.'' 

To  all  this  I  could  not  but  assent.  What 
would  my  friend  have  said  had  he  known  me 
for  a  reformer  of  abuses,  an  enemy  to  perqui- 
sites and  pickings  !  He  would  surely  have 
given  me  up  for  lost.  But  knowing  his  pre* 
judices  on  this  head,  I  had  taken  care  in  the 
account  which  I  gave  him  to  suppress  those 
particulars  ;  and  indeed  I  myself  began  to 
doubt  that  such  proceedings  were  either  pro* 
Stable  or  thankworthy.  At  least  I  determined 
to  be  very  cautious  in  future  how  I  affected 
to  be  wiser  or  honester  than  my  brethren. 

I  thanked  Mr.  Drew  for  his  good  advice, 
by  which  I  resolved  to  profit,  and  took  my 
leave  with  many  assurances  of  my  high  con- 
sideration, which  were  so  graciously  accepted 
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that  my  kind  friend  pronused  me  hu  i 

in  recommending  me  to  a  new  ntnatifiB. 

On  nij  return  tiome,  I  found  that  a  crisis 
had  taken  place  during  my  absence.  The  of- 
ficers of  justice  vrere  in  the  house,  and  had 
already  made  some  progreaa  in  executing  a 
writ  against  Mr.  Foaberry's  effects.  I  was 
not  surprised  at  this  event ;  my  only  wonder 
waa  that  it  had  not  taken  place  before  !  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  did  not  think  it  necea- 
sary  to  observe  ceremonj',  but  retired  as  soon 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

As  there  appeared  to  be  no  present  prospect 
of  my  being  able  to  obtain  a  footing  in  any 
higher  walk  of  Ufb,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
senritnde,  pretty  mnch  on  the  principle  of  the 
canny  Scot,  who  having  in  vain  applied  to  his 
couitryman  in  office  for  a  post  nnder  govem- 
ment,  at  length  lowered  his  importunities  into 
a  request  of  the  reversion  of  his  lordship^s  wear- 
ing apparel.  I  sent  in  my  name,  therefore, 
for  admission  to  The  Society;  an  institution 
establidied  for  regulating  the  supply  of  male 
domestics  to  the  aristocracy,  and  for  protecting 
the  interests  of  that  important  class.  Mr. 
Drew,  who  had  for  many  years  held  a  seat 
in  the  directory  of  the  Association,  and  was 
made  an  honorary  member  on  his  recent  dis- 
qualification by  becoming  master  of  a  house, 


S18  FITZ-WIGOINB. 

had  urged  me  in  the  first  instaDce  to  belong' 
to  it,  and  I  h-dil  held  back  ouly  bevatiae  I 
was  undecided  as  to  017  fotme  cooiw  of  life. 

Now  that  I  had  resolved  upon  seeking  a 
situation  in  a  good  family,  there  remained  for 
me  no  choice  but  to  enrol  mjeelf  as  a  member 
of  this  body ;  for  though  some  few  ill-advised 
persons  liad  from  time  to  time  endeavoured 
to  act  in  defiance  of  it,  with  or  without  tem- 
porary success,  they  were  sure  in  the  end  to 
be  put  down  or  to  conform  to  its  rules  and 
ilationfi.      I   was   furnished   with   a    printed 
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betting.  .  I  was  asked  a  few  questions  as  to 
my  experience  in  servitude,  and  the  interior 
economy  of  the  several  families  in  which  I 
had  lived.  Having  answered  these  inquiries 
apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  querists, 
I  was  dismissed  with  the  promise  of  a  favour- 
able report  to  the  Central  Committee  who 
would  probably  pass  me  on  the  next  board- 
day,  which  was  Saturday. 

I  duly  presented  myself  on  the  day  named 
at  the  tavern  in  Mount  Street,  where  the  Com- 
mittee sat.  I  found  a  large  room  filled  with 
about  fifty  or  sixty  people,  ten  of  whom  were 
seated  at  an  oblong  table,  a  portly  elderly 
gentleman  in  black  filling  the  chair,  opposite 
to  whom  sat  a  less  imposing  person  with  two 
huge  volumes  and  writing  materials  before  him. 
These  were  the  board,  the  president,  and  the 
secretary,  the  rest  were  private  members  of 
the  Association  or  novices  like  myself,  waiting 
for  admission  to  the  fraternity.  I  saw  several 
of  these  passed,  each  of  whom  was  required 
to  promise  obedience  to  the  laws  and  directions, 
and  to  consult  and  promote  the  interests  of  the 
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Society.  My  name  was  at  length  called,  and 
I  advanced  to  the  table.  The  secretary  having 
read  the  minute  of  tbe  District  Committee : — 

"  It  appears,  Mr.  Wiggins,"  said  the  chair- 
man, after  consulting  for  a  fevr  minutes  in  an 
under  tone  with  several  members  of  the  board, 
"that  you  haVe  filled  no  leas  than  three  dif- 
ferent Bituatione  in  this  city  in  contempt  of 
the  privileges  of  this  body,  which  privileges 
are  constituted  for  the  benefit  of  its  members, 
and  of  the  public  at  large.  This  contempt 
T  nefd  perhaps  hardly  tell  von  is  a  very  hiji^ 
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gent  oonaderaiion  on  the  ground  that  yon  were 
undecided  in  yoor  views,  and  that  he  himself 
took  it  upon  him  to  recommend  70a  to  two 
of  the  situations  which  70a  held.  The  third 
yon  obtained  without  his  sanction,  and  I  have 
reason  to  belioTe  it  is  one  of  those  which  has 
been  for  some  time  under  the  interdiction  of 
this  society.  Mr.  Secretary,  please  to  refer 
to  the  book,  and  read  the  entry  '  Fosberry ."^  '*^ 

The  secretary  opened  one  of  the  huge  to- 
lumes  which  lay  before  him  ;  and  having  found 
the  page,  ran  his  finger  down. 

^' There  are  three  entries,  sir,  under  that 
name, 

"  *  Fosberry,  the  honourable  George,' 

"  '  Fosberry,  Admiral  Sir  Charles,' 

"  *  Fosberry,  Thomas,  Esquire.' " 

"  Bead  that,  sir,"  said  the  chair. 

"  *  Fosberry,  Thomas,  Esquire.  Three  black 
crosses.  House-steward,  Henry  Englefield,  re- 
signed for  non-payment  of  salary,  for  inter- 
ference in  the  cellar  department,  and  for  gene- 
ral deficiency  in  the  style  and  appointments. 
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Under-batler,  Robert  Standage,  chmged  at 
Bow  Street  with  embezzling  plate ;  cluu^ 
diemiescd.  Several  private  gentlemen  of  the 
establishment  report  salaries  in  arrear  and  Be> 
cond  table  very  scaly.  Ordered  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  or  other  person  do  accept 
office  in  this  household  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  Board  be  father  signified.'" 

"  You  bear,  Mr.  Wiggins,"  said  the  chair, 
"  you  have  thus,  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  rendered 
the  order  of  the  Board  in  this  inetaace  void 
and   of  none   effect.     But  in  consideration  of 
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l^n  Mr.  Bomjinrd^  who  said*  he  rose  with 
great  pleasare  to  move  that  the  order  whidi 
it  had  been  his  unpleasant  dntj  some  weeks 
sinoe  to  propose,  and  which  had  been  carried 
without  opposition,  namely,  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  whip  should  be  precluded  from  entering 
the  serrioe  of  the  Marquess  of  Newbury,  be 
now  rescinded.  The  Association  would  re* 
edieet  that,  on  moving  the  order,  he  had  fully 
entered  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

The  gist  of  it  was  simply  this. — The  Marquess 
had  inttffered  in  his  stable,  had  required  his 
services  at  irregular  hours,  and  for  irregular 
business.  He  had,  therefore,  thought  it  his 
duty  to  the  body  of  whose  interests  he  was 
an  humble,  but  sealous  representative,  to  re- 
sign his  seat  on  the  bench  of  his  lordship^^ 
diariot,  and  lay  the  circumstances  before  that 
Association.  The  result  of  that  appeal  was 
known,  and  he  had  the  gratification  of  stating 

*The  debates  in  this,  as  in  other  assemblies,  not  being 
tlways  conformable  to  grammatical  purity  and  lucid  order, 
I  have,  after  the  manner  of  the  reporters  of  such  other  as* 
ssmblies,  endeavoured  to  supply  these  requisites  wherever 
^bey  teemed  to  be  wanting. 

TOL.  I«  h 
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Hiat  the  order  of  the  Aasociation  had  been  ftilly 
enforced,  and  eventually  crowned  with  complete 
success.  (Hoar,  hear,  hear!)  He  yitis  proud 
to  say  that  not  a  eiagio  member  uf  the  pro* 
fesnon  to  which  he  liad  the  honour  to  belong', 
had  offered  to  tlie  MarqiiesH  of  Newbnry.  (Loud 
eheers.)  That  nobleman  and  his  fomily  bad 
for  three  weeke  been  forced  to  use  a  hackney 
eoftch ;  (hear,  hear !)  and  at  length  brought  a 
man  from  tlie  eountry  to  pnt  upon  bis  box. 
What    was    the    result  ?     Why   the  very   first 
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diemaads;  and  has  pvomised  to  abetam  fixHii 
fiirtlier  encroachment  <«  the  undoubted  pri- 
73^gesofthebeneh«  (Load  .cheering.)  ^*  I  more, 
therefore^  thai  the  oider.Qf  the  15ih  of  April 
be  .rescinded;  and  that  fiom,  and  after  this 
day^  any gentiemaa  of  the  whip  maybe  per- 
mitted to  treat.  ^wiiJi  the  ManpsMss  of  New- 
bury*'' 

The  motion  being  secendedv  a  gentleman^ 
whose  flaxen  wig  and  gay  sortopt  denoted  his 
profession^  rose  to  move  an  amendm^it.  He 
was  reluctant  to  offer  himself  to  the  Assoda- 
tion  ;  but  this  was  a  snlgect  on  whidi  he  felt 
strongly,  and  he  must  say  he  thought  it  was' 
sot  one  to  be  passed  oyer  lightly*  The  pro- 
position ci  his  honoioable  friend,  to  rescind  th^ 
order  •  of  interdiction  immediately  en  the  sub- 
mission of  the  noble  Maiqneas,  might  come  irith 
a  good  grace  from  him,  who  might  be  con- 
ndcFsd  the  party  principally  aggrieyed*  But 
they  must  not  f<Nrget  that  there  was  another 
party  ai  least  equally  interested,  and  that  party 
was  the  Association*  (Hear,  hear!)  He  must 
tKfy  he  tibought  it  a  practice  fraught  with  dau^ 

hi 
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ger,  not  onlj~  to  tiie  profesaiDn  of  wliich  li« 
-was  an  hnmble  mainber,'ibtit  Ham^Hiya^iUmem 
of  tiie  Aaeociatioa  itself,  to.tnU.witti<ilfluaD(9> 
such  ofiencfis  aa  this.  He  ifaoagfatifhwniMi, 
uees  :vraa  ealcuUted  to  in^pmn  <ftiiil*i»iiiiHB 
«  notion  f^  impanitj ;  Ote«s,-  hmsiUj^t^unfia 
a  eeuse  of  weakness  in  that  AeBOpiiiiioD  ;  and. 
tlieretore,  in  a  manner  to  encourage  tniractioos 
of  tlieir  fundameutal  lan-s,  and  vital  privileges. 
(Hear,  hear!)  On  these  g;rounds,  he  hegged 
leave  to  move,  as  au  amendnient,  th«t  tha 
B truck   out,   and   that 
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^reigaen  was  on  the  increase?  He  had  been 
orediblj  iniiMTned  that  m  man j  establishmestB 
of  the  first  order,  not  a  single  British  sab* 
jeot  was  Uk  be  fbnnd.  (Hear,  hear,  hear!) 
It  was  his  intention,  on  an  early  daj,  to  call 
the  attention  <si  the  Society  to  this  alarming 
subject.  Meanv^e  he  thought  nothing  oonld^ 
be  more  impolitic,  nothing  conld  be  more 
nnwiBe;  he  wonld  add,  nothing,  in  his  opinion, 
oonld  have  more  the  effect  of  tieadiery,  (lond 
eries  of  hear!)  than  to  provoke  a  breach  be-^ 
tween  the  aristocracy  and  that  Association.  He 
should  cordially  support  the  origuial  motion. 

The  honourable  mover  of  the   amendment 
rose,  amidst  cries  of  question.     He  must  tres-' 
pass  for  a  few  minutes  on  their  indulgence*'' 
He  had  been  personally  alluded  to.     He  had 
been  grossly  —  (order,  order  !)      Would  they 
hear  him  out  ?     (Question,  question !)     Then 
he  would  content  himself  with  flinging  back 
the  imputation  with  the  utmost  scorn.     See^ 
ing  the  sense  of  the  Association  was  againsf 
him^  he  diould  not  press  his  amendment. 
'  Mr.  William  Ma99ti  explained* 
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Tlio  amendment  was  then  negatired,  and 
die  qaeBtion  pat  and  carned'wMlMI^  >a>(A:-^ 
\i«ioii.  ,-  ■'"  - .  'j  •^■f  ■'W't-'f'  ■ 

Mr.  Capper,  beii^  cdted  ■po»rhjtjA%(ai«faV'. 
then  rose. 

Mr.  Copper  begged  leare  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  on  honourable  member  opposite,  whom 
ho  aaw  in  his  place.  He  alluded  to  hie  hon- 
ourable friend  (if  he  might  be  permitted  so 
to  cal!  him)  in  blue  and  buff.  (Hear,  Iiearl 
from  Mr.  Gatiy,  the  honourable  member  in 
■  nnd   bufl'.)      A  riinitiur   had   roacheJ  1 
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honcmmbU  baronet  had  kM^ 
tbought'pfoper^  or  bad  ^boenoompeUad  bjrisu^ 
camstancesy  to  reduce  his  honsdbold*  Instead 
o£?tiro  geiiUeaBieiLU'{)]amvdiotheSp;t and  three 
IB  miitfonDy  thejr  were  jk)w^  he  nnderatoodr  osdj 
one  of  the  former  and  two  .of  the  latter*^.  Ha 
friafaad  t^  adcr  hia^honovahlo  -firiand  whether, 
in!  jOQiiseqaenoe  iof^^thia  arrangement»'.he  had 
oonacnted  (to  r^iKlbrim  Jerviot»  i  which  wen»v  0ot 
widiin  the. range  of  hia  doi^y.and  beneath  his 
afatioo  ?i  He  would  aak  his  rhonoiuable  -  friend 
lfhetbeKille^; •  being' nttder.bntkr,  had  not.Iatelj^ 
HKne  ihaa  onoe,  stood  -  behind  the  honourar 
bla  baronet^s  oaninge?  .  (Hear!  from  the i^> 
tneme  ri^ti)  ,Ho..mider8toed  that  dieer^  bnt 
he  wwtdd  not  be  deterred  from  what.  he,,  cour 
tidsredi  his :  duty ^  by  the  oppodtion  of  a  party 
^lihoae:  leyelling:  prmciplea  went  to  tho  min  of 
tha.'}Nrofe8sioB4i  the  subversion  of  .that  Assodr 
atioOy  .and;4£  society  itself.  (Laaghter  and 
eheera.)  .Ha  had  heard  other  particulars  which, 
if  tme^  rendered'  his  honourable  friend  in  blue 
and  buff)  chargeable,  in  his  (Mr.  Copperas) 
opinion,  with  haying  infringed  the  rules  of  that 
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AaMcistioD,  aiul  de^dixl  the  dignity  of  the 
-  cloth.  But  M  hu  ptafoM  p— ■ipMiyr'^fcf 
{•id  im  honoarabl«  frimd r^giiff nrtiiiiiy'hf 
/  ucidaiuttion,  he  dionldi  < 
pnsent  occasion  t« 
which  he  had  Dsmttd. 

I  Mr.  Oaffy  eaJd,  he  should  not  detain  the 
AeaociatioQ  many  minutes.  Ho  liad  nothiDj 
to  coni]ilaili  of,  as  regarded  the  manner  in  which 
iiis  honourable  friend  in  green  aod  gold  laee 
had  brought  this  mutter  forward.  He  only 
liiestioned   his  fierfect   discretion  in  so  doing. 


wa^.  Umupofuf  flaibaria8Biiieiii,-M*tra8  it  tor 
himi  hsi  atid,  to  €tml  abovt  peitj  point*  R 
And  after  haviiify^s  k  admitted,  dbMafii# 
<teig»  iwt  -  wjfliin  the  exact  liiie  of  bis  dlity^ 
was  it  for  him,  mider  cxktiBg  'ettcm^staneUd^ 
If  «om^  dowtt^to  that  AsKiciatioii  and*  ask 
fiir  a  y^te  of  indeamity  9  (Hear,  hear !  frdai 
thevkfti  edieed  back  from  the  right.)  He 
ftlwaUL  go  fiurther,  and  saj  that  he  wai  pi^ 
pared  to  dean  knives  and  black*  sboe^Ieatbeik', 
father  than  dissohre  a  connection  from  wfaidi 

I 

be  had  deriyed  so  mnch  pleasure  and  ]proflt. 
(Cheers  from  the  right.)  He  begged  to  aestife 
tus  henoniable  friend  in  green  and  gold  Uu^e, 
t^t  he  waa  prepared  to  meet  this  iuqtiiry  ii^ 
vhateyer  shape  it  might  be  brought  fcnrward.  ' 
Mr.  Copper  imdj  he  should  certainly  net 
saffnr  the  bnnness  to  rest  there,  ^*  Good 
heavens  1^  exdaimed  the  hononrable  gentle 
man,  ^*  is  it  come  to  this,  that  an  honourable 
member  of  the  long  standing,  and  high  station, 
of  my  hono«rable  friend  in  bkie  and  buff,  can 
yenture  to  get  vp  in  this  room  and  aTow  hilB 
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nadiueas  to  dean  knirea  aud  bkok  1)0010  i 
Nothing  can  mon  eletflj  pKi»-^»  lM%hh 
to  wiaak  party  spirit  id  u^Ue  <^;|^iql  tbai 
tlift  ebeera  with  wluclt  IM  «ltaMMM^:4* 
da^tioa  of  the  honour^le  :MMrf>««>i«» -U* 
and  buff  was  greeted*  by  hflpmiwifc  -gllatfiwaw 
opposite.  I  should  like  to  kuow  vhat  any 
of  these  gentlemen  would  say  if  they  were 
directed  by  their  emploj'ers  to  perform  euch 
offices.  I  should  like  to  be  present  when  my 
honourable  frieud  in  blue  and  butf,  himself^ 
re<'eive(f  an  order  of  that  desenplion  —  (Lond 
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.  OuBiice  thk  latter  discoiBion,  tbe  room  had 
fiUed  rapidly,  and  I  was  informed  that  a  yeij 
interesting  debate  was  to  come  on  Uiat  nightt 
npon  a  question  not  so  important  in  itself»  as 
from  being  selected  for  a  trial  of  strength  be* 
tween  the  rival  parties  in  the  Association.  The 
demon  of  discord  coold  not,  it  seemed,  be  ez- 
dnded  even  from ,  this  assembly,  in  which,  if 
in  any,  a  unity  of  interest  and  opinion  mi$^t 
he  aapposed  to  prevaiL  My  neighbour  assured 
me,  and  my  own  remarks  soon  confirmed,  his 
informaiiony  that  there  were  no  less,  than  three 
different  parties  recognised  in  that  room*  These 
were  those  who.  wanted  the  strict  system,  which 
had  been  acted  upon  for  many  years  past,  to 
be  relaxed;  and  some  who  wished  it  to  be 
entirely  superseded.      The   adherents   of  the 
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old  eystem,  the  Conaervative,  —  if  1  may  be 
allowed  to  borrow  phrases  from  the  great  ana- 
logy of  politics, —  were  arrayed  a  forinidable 
band  on  the  right  side  of  the  room ;  the  WhigB) 
a  respectable  body,  wer«  ranged  oppoaito  to 
tliem,  and  the  Radicals,  a  small  knot,  were 
collected  at  their  left.  I  took  my  place  on 
a  cross  bench,  where  1  was  informed  the  Neu- 
trals sat,  resolved  to  judge  for  myself  before  I' 
gave  my  adherence  to  either  faction. 

The  interest  of  the  evening  then  was  cen- 
tered  in   , 


^^I  wm  liii^  mad  iut, -^'JtuOtk  feeUng*  ^ 
gnat  diffidcaofr'-anl  siixiitj-i^af  diffideiM« 
on  aooooBt  of  tba  MBponatlHtity  ^^ieli  I  incur 
bj.imdeztakiDg  tke-i^tatmi-  of  this  kaportant 
qmBttismi  and  of  aaziety'fOT  tiie  ninilt  af  tkia 
fliglil's  debate '>^:wldch  IheifiiliiTe  poliey  of  thii 
AnoebUian '  Biiiflt  be  govemed^  I  miiat  aajr^ 
howerer^.  i  look*  with  aonfidmoa  to-joar-deoi*« 
fliooi  'I  caDBot  for  a  moBieiit  snppoae  tbat  yoa 
will  stnltif J  younelTea  bj  a  nugatory  vote  in  §b^ 
Toor  of  an  dbaolete  sytteaft— >a  system  which 
might  originally  have  had  some  recommenda-* 
tions — ^which  might  have  done  for  times  past ;  but 
is  utterly  nnsuited  to  the  altered  habits,  the 
intdhgenoe  and  liberality  of  the  present  day."' 
(Hear,  hear !)  The  age  of  coaches  dnd  ax  and 
regiments  of  retainers  had  passed  away^  and 
has  been  soeeeeded  by  a  less  ostentatious  way 
of  Uying.  Bnt^  on  the  other  hand,  wealth  was 
more  generally  difftised ;  and  if  the  splendowr 
of  the  eloth  was  somewhat  obsenred,  the  de^ 
mand  for  it  was  greatly  increased.  This  state 
of  things  might  be  lamented  b7  ^be  gentlemen 
opposite,  but  it  was  beyond  their  control.     Aa^ 
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prudent  politicians  and  men  of  the  world,  they 
riiould  adapt  ^naelm  imiaxmmmUmttitttmi 
meet  the  «xigenciw  otAmUnttta  JSkufikmm 
ftlnadydone  away  with  aenetttnlaii^tailMa^ 

and  carried  into  etTei-'t  somo  ealutary  changes; 
but  much  still  remained  to  be  done.  Seaseless 
slanus  bad,  bon-evcr,  again  recently  apning  up, 
to  retard  the  projrresg  of  reform.  He  remem- 
bercil,  when  he  first  belonged  to  that  Associ- 
ation, a  proposition  to  do  away  with  hair- 
powdcr  was  rejected  as  pregnant  with  fatal 
coti=e^>ient;'eP    to   his   order;   I.iut  he   had    lived 


DotorkitB  tB  tbe.sim  at  noonday^  that  tbe  niM 
mqHyrtaiit  offices  in  miuiy.jfirsiriate  Mtabtishr 
me&ts  wer#  flllMl  by  Mratigera  to  their  lawf 
Koi  Irngvag^  ?  (Hear^  hear,  hear  I)  ,  Waa  not 
tiief  iynbuiy  and  insolence  ot  the  cloth  spokea 
of  ik  evory  square  and  considerable  street. as 
afttbfic  nidsance?  (crks  of  No^ao  !)  No,  noi 
he  said  Yes,  yes  1  These  might  be  unpleasant 
tniths,  but  it  was  better  to  profit  by  them 
than  to  suppress  them.  What,  then,  w^ere 
tiiey  to  do?  were  they  to  return  to  the  eoer* 
dye  system?  were  they  prepared  to  put  to 
the  ban  those  perscms  who  used  such  language  ? 
If  so,  he  would  tell  them  they  must  interdict 
half  London.  (Loud  cries  of  hear  !)  By  fol- 
lowing such  counsels,  they  would,  indeed,  in* 
TiAve  the  whole  body  in  speedy  and  irretrievr 
able  ruin*  But  they  must  moderate  their  tone, 
they  must  accede  to  the  demand  for  retrench- 
ment which  has  been  raised  in  a  Yoice  too 
powerful  to  be  resisted.  They  must  no  long^ 
attempt  to  defend  sinecures;  they  must  con- 
ient  with  a  good  grace  to  the  reform  of  abuses 
which  will  no  longer  be  endured.    They  must 
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relinquish  some  perquisites  to  msintlUii  the  rest. 
Let  them  yield  with  a  good  grace  wh»t  they 
could  not  retaiD,  and  public  confideace  woqld  be 
restored  ;  let  them  cling  to  their  exploded  pri- 
vileges and  he  would  predict  that  in  leee  than 
two  years,  they  will  have  ceased  to  assemble  io 
that  room.  For  his  own  part,  unless  refoim 
was  introduced,  he,  for  one,  would  rather  isend 
his  son  to  sea  than  put  him  into  a  profeasion 
which  would  hold  out  less  hopes  of  advaooe- 
meut  and  profit  even  than  the  naval  service 
of  the  country.    (Hear,  hear  !)     He  would  now 


tt^the  iittrodaciion  '6f  o3  or  odmpositioii  iiito 
&e  fliewanTs  ftpartmeiit.  (Hear,  hear  t)  The 
liggregaie  period  duriDg  which  these  gentlemen 
litid  filled  their  ffltuations  was  twenty-nine  years 
tfgfat  months  and  seventeen  days,  say  in  round 
Utiiinil^  thirty  years';  this  was  on  ati  averagi6 
nearly  two  years  and  nine  months  each.  He 
hafl  been  informed,  on  entering  that  rooin,  that 
fierenteen  more  had,  from  the  same  cause,  ten* 
dered  thdr  resignations,  which  had  been  ao^ 
tepted.  Did  they  call  that  nothing  ?  (Hear^ 
hear,  hear  !)  In  another  week,  he  verily  be^ 
Heved,  the  number  would  be  trebled.  He 
might  be  told  that  the  Asisociation  was  strong 
enough  to  put  down  such  opposition,  as  it 
had  formerly  repressed  similar  risings  against 
its  authority ;  but  this  was  an  insurrection  of 
no  ordinary  nature,  —  it  was  a  wide-spreading 
combination,  headed  by  men  of  the  greatest 
weight  and  importance  in  society.  He  would 
only  name  the  Duke  of  Northallerton,  the 
Marquess  of  Trowbridge,  the  Marquess  of  Over* 
ton,  the  Earl  of  Caversham,  Lord  George  Jet* 
vis.   Sir  John   Hardy,  and   several   conunon^ 
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«»  of  the  first  rank.  Tlie  lan^nge  held  by 
theae  men  was  of  the  most  determinL-d  charac- 
ier.  They  declared  that  rather  than  give  way, 
they  would  put  half-pay  officers,  and  curateB 
out  of  place,  at  the  head  of  their  establish- 
ments. (Hear,  hear  !)  He  presumed  that  &t 
Association  was  not  prepared  to  wage  war  with 
tite  whole  aristocracy.  He  deprecated  aneh 
a  collision,  and  looked  with  feelings  of  horror 
«id  contempt  on  the  rashnesa  and  folly  of 
those  who  would  provoke  It.  And  what,  after 
all,   wna   the  6ii!jii.'('t  matter  of  JisrmteP     N<»- 
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HMD  who  vcore  not  d^oeed  to  go  ;all  theiriqr 
vntik  him,.,  might,  vithout  committing  theioi^ 
selYas,  vote  for  his  motion,  which  was  merely 
one  of  a  tempomy  natmre.  He  merely  pro^ 
|>6ied  ioi;  try  an  experiment.  He  .should  n6t 
twvaas  longer  upon  their  patience,  but  con^ 
ebd«  with.  nmTing  that  the  standing  order 
of  the  Aaaodation,  No.  54s  whidi  pndiibited  tho 
use  of  oil,-  (Spermaceti,  oar  any  othw  conkposition 
in  Ugfativg  the  apartments  iof  any  of  the  priih> 
cyal  oflioeis  of  any  domestic  establishment  in 
Giettt  Britfon,  be  sosp^ded  for  three  months.  • 
.  Th^  honourable  gentleman  sat  down,  amidst 
Ipiid  imd  long'0ontinued  cheering.  * 

Jfr^y.WaUfm  Seconded  the  motion;  which 
toeing  put  from  the  Chair,  Mr.  Pointer  rosei 
I{e  should,  he  said,  meet  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  trith  a  direct  negatiTje^ 
{IjB  ;fidicnled  the  alarm  which  the  honourable 
gmtleman  had  so  eloquently  painted^  If  thitt 
AjMciation  were  true  to  itself,  it  would  somi 
put  down  this  senseless  clamour  which  arose 
frwi  a  small  number  of  paltry  mean  indiyi- 
duftb^  whose  only  motiye  was  to  save  a  few 
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ahillings.  (Hear,  hear,  hear !)  The  honoUN 
able  gentleman  had  ijuoted  two  or  three  souii<l- 
iag  names.  He  would  take  the  first  meii- 
tioned  —  the  Duke  of  Northallerton ;  why,  tha 
Cuke  was  a  notoriouB  screw,  a  man  who  would 
ride  a  mile  round  to  saye  a  tampike.  He  hod 
reason  to  believe  that  the  feeling  expressed 
hy  liii§  grace  on  this  subject  was  not  that  of 
the  Duchess  —  was  not  that  of  hie  eldest  smi^ 
was  not  that  of  the  younger  branches  of  his 
family.  He  eootendcd  that  in  the  great  body 
of  the  aristocracy,  there  was   no   hostility  to 
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8ok  himself  witb  m  pot  of  ale  bj  th^  kitehAi 
fiK.  (Ladghter  and  olMefg.)  Th^  hononi^ 
aUe:iDQirer,  aid  «&  hdnoorable  memb^  of  the 
^btb^'iriio  bmd  fl]Mkeii  earlier  in  the  eyenii^, 
had  alkided .  to>  the  importation  of  foveignen^ 
bnfi  iid  coidd  aeeave  them  that  their  appt^ 
beaaioipa  -  on  <ibat  head  were  greatly  eitagg«^ 
iated«  The  mmiber  of  foreigners  domesticate 
u^  ti»  ooontiy  xm,  bat  few,  and  of  those  who 
eame  orer,  a  very  gmedl  proportion  made  it 
their  pemandnt  abode.  He  knew  bf  a  whole 
i^Uiihivictit  who  resigned  last  week,  because 
tkey  could  not  live  in  a  country  where  there 
iiM  no  opera.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal 
aboqt  ezpediency,  but  he  hated  the  word.  He 
woidd  Bot  yi^ld  to  intinudatibn^  and  was  pre^ 
pared  io  make  his.  stand  on  this  point  of  wai^ 
]jght84  /(Loud  cheering.) 
.  iAii  hcmourable  member  in  crimson  and  buff 
could  not  sit  still  and  hear  the  allusions  which 
had  been. made  by  the  last  speaker  to  a  nobb 
Duke,  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  serv^  with^ 
•anb  dttiyii^  them.  He  begged  to  assure  the 
henouiaUe  gentleman  that  there  wi^  nothing 
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niggaidly  or  nnhandsome  in  the  noble  IDuke'i 
honseliold,  as  a.  proof  of  which  he  mi^ht  be  per- 
mitted  to  state  that  an  honoarabie  friend  of  his 
who  had  lately  presided  over  the  culinary  de- 
partment in  hie  Grace's  establishmejit,  had,  in 
&  period  rather  less  than  of  nine  years,  during 
which  lie  held  that  office,  realized  upwards  of 
ibar  thousand  pounds,      (Hear,  hear !) 

Mr.  Dtggles  supported  the  motion,  though 
he  was  free  to  confess  he  carried  his  Tiews 
much  farther  than  the  honourable  mover.  He 
hoped  he  should  sco  the  day  when  the  chaiigi 


FiTZ-wiGoiNs;  aSi 

Association  at  any  great  length.  He  oonld  ima- 
gine that  persons  whose  low  tastes  and  haUta 
led  them  to  pre£er  a  pot  of  ale. — (the  homtar- 
able  gentleDdan  was  here,  interrupted  by  cries 
of  order,  and,— - 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  the  improprietj 
of  following  np  that  line  of  remark,  and  caa^ 
tioned  the  honourable  gentleman  to  abetam 
firom  it. 

Mr^SU  Edwards  would  bow  to  the  Chair, 
but  he  could  not  hear-  such  4ientiments  without 
protesting  against  them  in  the  strongest  man* 
ner*  He  felt  that  he  should  not  be  doing  his 
daty  to  the  profession  of  which  he  was  an 
humble  member  if  he  did  not  deprecate  the 
language  used  by  the  honourable  member. 
What  I  supposing  there  were  abuses,  whidb, 
however,  he  by  no  means  admitted;  but  sup* 
posing  there  were  abuses  in  the  profession,  was 
it  becoming  in  them  to  foul  their  own  nests  P 
Was  it  wise,  was  it  decent,  was  it  decorous 
in  them  to  cry  stinking  fish?  (Hear,  hear^ 
hear !)  The  honourable  member  sought  to  d&« 
gsade  and  vilify  his  orden^— 
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Mr.  Biggies  witli  great  emiihaBis,  "  That  is 
a  lie." 

Unless  the  reader  should  cbfuios  to  be  a 
member  of  a  certain  aseembly.  I  despair  of 
giving  liim  any  adequate  idea  of  the  eceae 
which  followed  upon  this  pithy  remark.  Se- 
veral geutlemeu  started  to  their  legs  amidtit 
clamorous  cries  of  "order!"  Mr.  St,  Ed- 
wards, who  rose  with  great  dignity  to  leave 
the  room,  waa  seized  by  his  eoat-tailu  and  com- 
pelled to  resume  his  seat.  About  half  an  hour 
was   epent   in    vain    attempts   to   indwce    Mr. 
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But  so  much  time  liad  been  spent  in 
this  interlade  that  the  debate  on  the  main 
qnestion  conid  not  be  resumed  that  evening: 
the  Cliainnan  reminding  the  Association  that  the 
hdfQr  approached,  when  the  j  would  be  required 
to  repair,  for  the  ittoirt  part,  to  their  profes-'^ 
sronal  duties.  It  was  proposed,  therefore,  to 
adjourn  the  debate,  but  the  calls  for  the  ques- 
tion predominated ;  and,  after  a  great  deal  of 
noisie,  a  drvisidn  took  place,  when  there  appeared 
For  the  motion  (including  proxies)  286 
Against  it  (ditto)  412 

The  question,  therefore,  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive amidst  loud  cheering  from  the  Conservative 
party-.     The  Association  then  adjourned. 


VOL.  I« 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


BEroftB  the  expiration  of  the  week  I  iras 
auDimonei]  before  the  Board,  and  was  iufonnt'd 
by  the  Chairman  that  a  situation  had  been 
found  for  me.     "  Viscount  Boreton,  the  eldest 
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qneer-tempered.  Some  of  o«r  gntleineB  will 
tell  yoa  that  he  is  the  mmmest  member  of 
the  peerage ;  but  that  perhaps  is  going  rathei 
fitf.  However,  sir,  when  we  next  hare  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  jou,  I  hope  jon  will  be  able 
to  report  an  improvement  in  the  breed.  Lfoad 
Heavitree  has  not  brought  his  fimilj  to  town 
for  some  three  or  four  years  past,  and  wo  have 
reason  to  snq>ect  that  his  establidmient  is  at 
present  composed  of  persons  unknown  to  this 
AsBodation.  A»  jon  wiU  probably  accompany 
Jim  young  man  down  to  his  &ther's  house 
during  the  vacation,  you  will  <^  course  imme- 
diately make  it  your  business  to  ascertain  whe- 
Uier  what  I  have  mentioned  is  Uie  case  or  not ; 
and,  if  you  find  our  suspicions  to  be  well*-found- 
ed,  you  wiU  communicate  to  me  under  his 
lordship^'s  firank,  addressed  here,  and  you  will 
likewise  endeavour,  to  the  best  of  your  judg- 
ment and  ability,  to  excite  discontent  in  the 
household,  supposing  that  this  Board  should 
not  supply  you  with  any  particular  instructions 
how  to  act.^'' 

Having    spoken    to    this  effiMst,   the    W€9> 
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thy    geutleman    prcBsei]  tay  hand  with    great 

cordiality,  wiehing  me  good  morniog  and  good 

Inck. 

I  foand  Lord  Boreton  &  yomff  imn  Rboot 
twenty,  of  the  most  ordinary  ^^leanDoe.  His 
manDer,  however,  was  very  conseqaential ;  and 
he  thouglit  it  necesfiary  to  examine  me  very 
minutely  as  to  my  (iuali6cations,  respecting 
tvhich  1  succeeded  at  length  in  satisfyio^  him, 
and  was  hired  oc  the  spot. 

We  proceeded  at  once    to  Cambridge,  my 
;  lord  Iiciiig  a  fdlow  cominuuer  of  Trinity 
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terrened  between  this  important  bneiness,  and 
the  meal  whidi  concluded  tl^e  labours  of  the 
day. 

Lord  Boreton'^s  means  were  such  as  enabled 
him  to  outvie  most  of  his  fellow-students ;  but 
he  had  a  formidable  rival  in  the  son  of  a  stock- 
jobber, named  Jaggs,  whose  allowance  was  two 
thousand  pounds  per  annum.  This  gentlemah'^s 
wines  were  confessedly  superior  to  BoretonX 
though  opinion  was  divided  as  to  the  merits 
of  their  respective  artists*  For  these  reasons, 
my  Lord  hated  Jaggs,  and  Jaggs  hated  my  Lord^ 
while  the  rest  of  the  party  ate  their  dinners, 
and  drank  their  wines,  and  abused  them  to 
each  other  behind  their  backs. 

My  colleague  of  the  white  cap,  was  a  Pari* 
sian,  named  Dubos,  and  a  very  extraordinary 
fellow.  He  had  been  a  young  adventurer  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  French  Revolution,  and 
distinguished  himself  among  the  foremost  of  the 
patriotic  citizens  who  insulted  the  unfortunate 
Queen,  on  the  ignominious  return  of  the  royal 
party  from  Versailles  to  Paris.  This  brought 
bim   into  notice ;    he   was  patronised  by  the 
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Mountain,  kdiI  ultimately  obtaiDed  a  eeot  in 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  There  be 
advocated  the  moKt  sanguinary  measures ;  not, 
es  he  aaeured  me,  with  great  simplicity,  from 
any  conyicliou  of  their  political  expediency,  not 
from  any  abstract  love  of  blood,  but  merely 
in  self-defence,  IcBt  the  fetiJ  suspicion  of  inci- 
viam  should  attach  to  him.  After  the  reign 
of  terror,  finding  that  bis  public  services  were 
not  in  requisition,  be  set  up  in  business  as  a 
Iraitrur,  and  had  acquired  one  of  the  best  oou- 
iiFctioTis  in  Fiiris.  »ben  al;inm-d  by  the  i 
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vrheaL  Monaieiir  Dubos  informed  me  one  day 
with  a  sentimental  elevation  of  his  shoulders 
and  eyebrows,  that  we  were  about  to  part. 

*^  I  will  tell  you,  num  cher  ami^  said  he,  **  I 
am  yary  sorry — Jt  muu  bien  fachi^  but  a  new 
arrangewunt  shall  soon  separate  us.  VoUir 
he  proceeded,  laying  the  tip  of  his  forefinger 
against  his  nose,  ^^  MUor  Shagg,  he  send  for 
me,  he  say.  ^  Dubos,  what  salary  Milor  Boreton 
give  you  ?*  ^  Ha,  Monsieur,^  say  I,  ^  two  bon- 
der pound  a  year.^  *  Bon^  I  will  give  you  two 
bonder  and  fifty .^  VoUi  tout!  c'est  un  affair 
Jini.  I  tell  Milor  Boreton  the  noble  behaviour 
of  Milor  Shagg — ^ha ! — ^he  fall  down  in  one  grand 
passion.  ^  Monsieur  Shagg,^  say  he,  '  is  one  dom 
^-KommaU  appelUz  v<msf — black — blackguard, 
and  you  are  anoder/  Sacre !  Milor  Boreton 
had  not  very  little  complaisance,  I  shall  tell 
you.  He  ver  droll  man;  he  expect  me  to 
give  up  fifty  pound  a  year  for  his  sake— -ha  1 
Milt  doutt  he  is  one  veritable  tite  monti,^ 

And  Monsieur  Dubos  enjoyed  a  hearty  laugh 
at  the  absurdity  and  bitism  of  his  noble  em* 
ployer^s  conduct,  which,  of  course,  I  could  not 
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Mncur  with  him  in  thinkiiig  was  an^  proof 
of  insanity  or  romanUc  wildnen ;  bat  it  wonld 
hare  been  useless  to  attempt  ezpbuniBg  to  him 
that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jaggs  was  iaconsUt- 
ent  with  the  usages  of  genteel  society. 

Lord  Boretou  was  mortified  and  enraged  to 
the  last  degree  at  the  seduction  of  Lis  cook; 
his  feelingti  were  wounded  in  the  tendereat 
point,  and  lie  immediately  demanded  satistac- 
tiou  of  Mr,  Jaggs  for  the  outrage.  Tliey  met, 
and,  after  two  shots  had  l^een  exchanged  with- 
out mischief,   the  seconds  endearoiired   to    ac- 


249 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

At  soon  as  my  lord  was  well  enongh  to  be 
moved,  we  proceeded  by  easy  journeys  to  Bore-^ 
ton  Park,  the  fiunily  seat,  in  Somersetshire* 
We  arrived  on  the  fifth  day  at  our  destina* 
tion,  a  fine  ancient  place,  which  bespoke  a  large 
fortune,  and  superior  establishment.  I  bore  in 
mind  the  instructions  of  the  Chairman  of  our 
Society,  and  entered  the  house,  resolved,  if  an 
opportunity  o£fered,  to  signalize  my  zeal  and 
fidelity  to  its  interests.  I  very  soon  satisfied 
myself  that  there  was  an  open  field  for  the 
employment  of  my  talents ;  and  that  I  should 
be  without  a  rival  in  this  household,  which 
consisted  of  a  set  of  innocents  who  were  not 
aware  even  of  the  existence  of  the  Association. 
The  house-steward,  Mr.  Timberlake,  was  a  slow 
old  twaddler,  who,  before  he  came  here,  had 
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been  bntler  to  an  archdeacon !  The  Earl's 
^ntleman  was  a  tiger,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  anything  better,  was  the  glass  of  faaliion  in 
this  priniitive  locality.  Mra.  Goodyear,  the 
honsekeeper,  was  a  stupid  old  bouI,  who  had 
been  thirty  years  in  her  atnation,  and 
piqued  herself  on  attachment  to  the  feraily, 
Mrs.  Moger  the  CoimtCBB's  lady-in-vraiting,  wan 
a  inaiden  of  forty,  a  desperate  quiz,  who  had 
never  seen  high  life,  and  patronized  notiona  (^ 
morality  and   propriety  euitabie  to  her  yean. 
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introdaciDg  claret.  In  fact,  the  whole  thing 
was  8o  bad  that  I  doubted  whether  I  conld 
do  any  good  by  stajring ;  and  in  my  letter  to 
the  Chairman  containing  a  full  and  particular 
description  of  the  establishment,  I  left  it  to 
him  to  decide  whether  I  ought  to  remain  and 
sanction  a  state  of  things  which  seemed  beyond 
the  reach  of  reform.  The  answer  of  my  supe* 
nor  recommended  me  by  all  means  to  remain, 
and  not  to  despair  of  enlight^iing  the  minds 
of  these  bart)arous  people;  He  instructed  me 
to  consider  myself  a  missionary  of  the  Associ- 
ation ;  and  for  a  time,  at  least,  to  9acrifice  my 
own  private  convenience  to  the  interests  of  the 
general  body.  He  thought  Miss  Loveday,  (who 
attended  upon  the  young  ladies,)  would  be 
easily  brought  round,  and  that  something  might 
be  made  of  the  old  lord^s  gentleman.  As  to 
the  elders,  he  agreed  with  me  in  thinking  them 
quite  impracticable.  The  only  thing  to  be 
done,  was  to  undermine  their  authority  by  hold- 
ing them  up  to  ridicule  and  contempt.  He 
desired,  also,  I  would  bear  in  mind  that 
rude  as  the  inferior  members  of  the  establish'' 
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ment  might  be,  the  esprit  du  corpi  etill  inha- 
bited their  rugged  bosoms ;  aud,  if  properly 
awaliened,  would  render  them  discontented  if 
Dot  niutiuous.  In  coDclusion,  he  urged  me  to 
UBe  every  exertion,  as  the  Earl  of  Heavitree 
was  a  mortal  euemy  to  the  Association,  and 
the  present  opportunity  of  harassing  him  through 
the  sides  of  liis  sod  and  heir  might  not  occur 
again. 

Our  iForthy  president,  might  no  doubt,  have 
communicated  with  many  an  agunt  of  greater 
abilily,    but  certainly  with   none   more   TenlouB 
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ihe  9a,jingj  **Vke  master,  like  man  ;^  for 
mj  noble  youth  abowed  his  superior  savoir  viwre 
aboye,  as  I  did  below  stairs.  He  held  his 
fiunilj  yerj  cheap,  and  treated  their  mannen 
and  notions  with  ridicule  and  contempt.  It 
was  amusing  enough,  vhUe  waiting  at  dinner,  to 
hear  him  passing  his  comments  on  the  dishes, 
to  the  horror  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  who  was 
often  obliged  to  put  on  his  most  terrific  frown 
to  repress  the  grins,  titters,  and  winks  of  the 
footmen.  When  he  had  done  with  abusing 
the  cookery,  my  young  Lord — for  he  gene* 
rally  monopolized  the  conversation  —  would 
take  to  criticising  his  sisters,  finding  fault  with 
their  dress  and  manners,  contradicting  their 
assertions,  differing  from  their  opinions,  ridi- 
culing their  observations,  and  taking  great  pains 
to  convince  them  that  they  were  fools  and 
dowdies ;  but  the  young  ladies,  who  were^ 
in  fiust,  plain  good-humoured  girls,  and  nothing 
more,  only  laughed,  and  let  him  have  his 
own  way ;  while  the  Countess,  his  mother, 
hong  upon  every  word  which  fell  from  him^ 
as  if  it  was  a  precious  tnarceau  of  wit  and  high- 
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breediug.  As  to  the  old  Earl,  whst  between 
natural  stupidity  aod  acquired  dea&ess,  he  did 
not  hear  half  that  was  eaid,  nor  understand 
half  that  he  heard.  Be  that  as  it  may,  hia 
BonV  daily  satire  ou  his  table  and  estabhshment, 
produced  uo  change  or  amendment  in  either. 

Lord  Borcton  would  sometimes  condescend 
to  impart  liis  disgusts  and  annoyances  on  tlu6 
subject  to  my  sympathising  bosom.  I  respect- 
fully admitted  the  justice  of  his  complaiDta, 
and  declared  it  was  a  thousand  pities  that 
the  Earl  would  not  bo  guided  in  these  matter") 
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worthier  hands,  in  wfaidi  erent  I  might  Iwjk 
to  high  preferment. 

Fortified  by  the  young  lord^s  sapport,  I 
thought  I  was  strong  enough  to  set  the  faction 
of  Timberbke  and  Go.  at  open  defiance.  These 
people,  from  my  first  coming,  had,  if  I  may 
nee  the  expression  without  incurring  a  suspi- 
cion of  Tanity,  been  conscious  of  a  superior 
SfMrit,  and  regarded  me  with  all  the  jealoutf 
and  spite  which  such  unwelcome  intrusion  was 
calculated  to  excite  in  niean  minds.  They 
were  constantly  talking  and  levelling  sarcasms 
at  me,  and  claiming  contempts  and  insults  whidi 
I  never  meant.  Old  Timberlake  and  Mrs. 
Goodyear,  tried  the  majestic  with  me ;  but 
this  fiuling,  became  exceedingly  venomous  and 
sf^netic.  Mrs.  Moger  fell  back  upon  her  gen- 
tle blood,  of  which  she  boasted  a  considerable 
quantity,  talked  of  low  upstarts,  and  every 
day  moralized  on  the  changes  and  chances  of 
life,  wondering  who  would  have  thought  that 
die  should  be  reduced  to  earn  her  living  in 
service,  when  her  grandfather  kept  a  carriage 
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and  livery  servants  of  his  own  I  Poor  Mr. 
Taphouse,  finding  himself  likely  to  be  guper- 
seded  in  the  office  of  bean,  by  the  fine  Lon- 
don gentleman,  swaggered  and  bluatered,  and 
boldly  declared  he  did  not  care  a  d — n  for 
any  roan. 

The  only  person  in  tlie  room  who  seemed 
well-indineil  to  me  from  the  first,  was  pretty 
little  Miss  Loveday,  To  her,  therefore,  I  ad- 
dressed an  easy  condescending  gallantry ;  to 
the  rest  I  opposed  a  superciliouB  politeness, 
ind  unrufRed  temper.      Miss  I.oveday  hail  talici 
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iffections  of  Miss  Loveday,  we  came  to  an 
understanding  with  each  other. 

This  defection  from  the  opposite  party  gave 
me  an  equality  of  numbers  in  the  upper  room^ 
and  the  affability  of  my  manners  had  won 
me  a  decided  majority  in  the  hall.  Thus 
I  was  in  a  condition  to  commence  active  opera* 
lions  with  a  prospect  of  success.  My  scheme 
was  a  grand  one,  and  may  perhaps  be  thought 
to  denote  a  bold  and  comprehensive  genius. 
It  was  no  less  than  to  procure,  by  previous 
arrangement,  the  simultaneous  resignation  of, 
at  least,  three  fourths  of  the  Boreton  house* 
hold.  Taphouse  and  my  £Edr  friend  were  al 
ready  engaged  to  do  so  when  1  gave  the  sig- 
nal, and  intended  to  try  their  fortunes  in  town^ 
To  gain  over  the  inferior  people  was  more 
difficult.  I  had  not  the  same  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  them,  nor  could  equal  depend- 
ence be  placed  upon  their  co-operation.  I 
studied  their  characters;  and  made  my  first 
attempt  on  one  of  the  footmen,  a  good-looking 
young  man,  upwards  of  six  feet  high,  and  of  a 
smarter  carnage  than  his  brothers  of  the  cloth* 
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"  You  have  a.  good  place  here  mj  friend  ?" 
said  I. 

"  Protty  middlingish,  sir,  thauk  ye,^  answer- 
ed fae. 

**  Now  about  what  wages  may  you  get  ?" 

"  Twenty  pounds  a-year,  sir,"  said  the  fellow, 
after  some  hesitation. 

"  Twenty  pounds  a-yeax !"'  echoed  I ;  "  pniy, 
what  height  are  you  ?" 

"  Don't  know  I  'm  sure,  sir ;  handy  mx  fool, 
mayhap." 

"  Six  feet !   hold  yoorself  up ;   lix  ioel  otid 
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Thomas  gaped,  and  stared,  and  then  gfrinned. 
^^Na»  na,  you^re  a-ooming  Lnnnun  over  me 
now,  Mr.  Wiggins ;  none  of  yonr  fiin.'" 

**  I  donH  know  what  you  mean,^  said  I,  "  by 
coming  London  oyer  jm;  all  I  have  to  say 
is  this,  that  a  man  with  yonr  personal  adyan<<' 
tages  might,  with  a  little  training,  easily  com* 
mand  a  situation  as  f  Aowmon,  that  is  to  say, 
a  gentleman  of  handsome  outside,  who  recerfes 
a  high  salary  for  setting  off  the  colours  of  some 
great  fiunily.'* 

*^  Sure  !^  cried  Thomas,  fixing  his  eyes  stead^ 
lastly  upon  me  to  ascertain  whether  I  was 
in  jest  or  earnest ;  ^^  and,  ainH  there  no  worl^ 
to  do?'* 

"  Not  a  turn,**  replied  I,  "  except  being 
in  the  hall,  for  a  couple  of  hours  eyery  day, 
and  standing  at  the  sideboard  during  dinner; 
if  you  call  that  work.  You  may  generally 
have  all  the  mornings  and  nights  to  yourself, 
and  a  man  to  clewn  your  clothes  and  shoes.'" 

^  Dang  it  r  exclaimed  Thomas,  in  an  ecstar 
ey^  '^  1 11  have  a  turn  at  thick  ;  but,  come 
now,  you  Ve  argammoning  me,  I  know  you  be.^ 


■'  Well," 
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aid  1,  with  a  slight  ehnig,  "you 


know  your  own  buBiuess  best,"  and  I  moved 
away. 

"Stop  a  bit,  Mr.  Wigpns,  do  ye,  air;  no 
oSence  :  is  it  all  right  though,  and  no  iiii»- 
take?" 

"  I  am  no  jolcer,  Thomas,"  said  I  gravely. 

'*  And  could  you  get  us  into  this  here  job 
now?" 

"  I  think  I  might  promise  as  much." 

"  Then  dang  me !"  cried  Thomas,  striking 
his    fist    on    the    tahle    with    ijreat   energy,  *'  I 
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Sckness,  Thomas,  may  impair  your  personal 
attractions,  or  you  may  get  yonr  bones  broken 
for  insolence ;  in  short,  you  should  be  prepared 
for  any  accident  which  may  disqualify  you  for 
this  office,  and  reduce  you  to  the  necessity 
of  working  again  for  a  lirelihood.  I  hope  no 
such  accident  will  occur ;  but  it  is  always 
better  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  No^ 
the  London  season  does  not  commence  theses 
six  weeks,  therefore,  there  is  no  need  for  hunyt 
All  you  have  to  do  is  to  go  to  Mr.  Timberlake 
and  politely  acquaint  him  that  you  require 
an  addition  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds  to  yonr 
salary.  This  will  be  refused — there  is  no  harm 
done — you  give  a  month^'s  warning,  and  leave 
the  house  like  a  gentleman.'" 

*^But,^  suggested  Thomas  with  a  look  of 
alarm,  ^*  suppose  they  was  to  give  me  the  ten 
or  twelve  quid  eictra  ?^ 

*^My  honest  friend,  your  simplicity  amuses 
me.  Don^t  you  know  whenever  a  man  asks 
for  an  advance  of  salary,  it  is  considered  a 
delicate  way  of  tendering  his  resignation  ?  So 
it  will  be  taken  in  your  case,  depend  upon  it."^ 
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*'  Well,  1  bcliuve  there  an't  mach  fear," 
said  Thomas.  "I'm  sun-,  Mr.  Wi^cs,  I'm 
ev^r  uh]igp4  to  yon,  and  you  nuiy  depend  I 
shall  pay  tiie  greatest  attention  to  tlie  good 
advice  you  give  me.  I  slia'n't  know  myself 
after  aJI  the  coddling  I  Ve  gut  here  ;  fur  as  1 
Dome  last,  the  main  of  the  work  fidls  upOD 
me.  Nothing  to  do  but  nnit  at  tabic  aiul 
stand  about  tho  ball,  luying  a-bcd  nil  iho 
morning,  aud  skylarking  at  night  1  My  eyes, 
I  Bhall  be  in  beaTen !" 
.    "  To  be  eure  yea   wUl;    you  .mvp  tB«ir« 
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iomtt^  that  10  to  gay^  eTerytfaing  in  the  shape 
of  modesty,  or  you  will  never  do  for  a  Londoti 
gentleman.     Hold  yonr  chest  out,  and  yonr 
Iiead  up,  aad  nerrer  bend  it  to  imybody  nnder 
M  Lord.     And  pmy  throw  off  Zmnmerzetaher ; 
don^t  q)eak  hroad,  nor  grin  from  ear  to  ear; 
but  smile  jiwt  enough  to  show  that  yon  hanre 
good  teeth,  and  let  yonr  words  glide  out  gM^ 
^eeDy,^  Oier»  }  gsre  him  an  iUustration).  ^  An- 
other remark  I  haye  to  make,  when  yon  walk 
across  the  room,  donH  step  as  you  do  here, 
heavy  enoi^  to  shake  the  honse,   bnt  learn 
to  glide  gracefolly  along,   thns.     And  when 
yon  put  down  or  remove  a  person^s  plate,  do 
not  exhanst  yonr  hmgs  in  his  face.     These  may 
eeem  little  things  ib  the  conntry,  bnt  believe 
me  they  are  of  the  last  importance  in  town. 
Never  put  yonrself  into  a  fxiss  or  perspiration 
about  anything ;  be  calm,  cool,  collected,  that 
18  the  great  point.'*^ 

The  grateftd  Thomas  fiuthfiilly  promised  to 
obey  aU  theee  directions,  and  to  employ  every 
leisure  moment  during  his  remaining  sojourn 
-ip  the  country  in  practising  for  feshionable  life* 


bettering  tliemsclves.     Even  the  stev^ 
lad  came  to  me,  hoping  he  might  1 
the  liberty,  but  wanting  to  know 
could  recommend  him  to  a  otoati 
word,  the  spirit  of  dheointent  was  x 
tire,  and  instead  of  eanrasBny  flv 
I  had  rather  to  i epwJi  their  waL  :! 
however,  in  rdating'fhat  at  mj  batk 
members  of  this  establishment  sshI 
resignations  on  the  ssme  day,  a  *: 
which  stmck  dismay  into  the  sooh 
Ooodyear  and  Mr.  Timberiake,  and  < 
gered  my  Lord  Heantree  himself. .  < 
the  confusion  fiir  twenty-fiNir  hoQi& 
reason  to  believe  that  the  worthy  ho 
was  for  accommodating  matten»  bui 
ward^s  Toiee  was  for  waifon.    The  1 
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leader  of  this  mutiny  as  he  termed  it.  He 
very  easily  traced  it  to  me,  who  in  &ct  took 
little  or  no  trouble  to  elude  his  inquiry.  Lord 
Boreton  was  then  required  to  dismiss  me  on 
the  m<nnent,  which  his  lordship  positively  de- 
clined to  do;  and  was  consequently  ordered 
to  obey  or  quit  the  house.  When  he  found 
that  he  was  obliged  to  sacrifice  me  on  the  altar 
of  filial  duty,  Lord  Boreton  who,  I  believe,  I 
may  say  without  vanity,  was  envied  the  posses- 
sion of  sndi  a  treasure,  resolved  to  bestow  me 
upon  an  intimate  friend  of  his,  who  had  just 
quitted  the  University.  The  offer  was,  of 
course,  readily  accepted ;  and  as  the  salary  was 
liberal^  there  was  no  objection  on  my  part. 


VOL.  I. 
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■    \r.rv  Kioto  tat.A 
•■•  ■^nunuj  no  !liii.I- 

>i    I'll  diui»  ,a»in». 
CHAPTER  XX^,^„^^„ 

Mt  new  gentleman,  Mr.  Penderell,  was  just 
of  age,  and  entered  upon  the  enjoyment  of  a  fine 
fortune  and  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  accu- 
mulation of  a  long  minority.  By  way  of  in- 
uring him  to  economy,  and  teaclung  him  the 
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but  could  hardly  be  said  to  indieate  the  bril- 
liant career  which  he  afterwards  ran ;  for  his 
debts  on  coming  of  age  did  not  exceed  fifteen 
thousand  pounds*  But  when  I  entered  his 
service,  some  five  months  after  he  had  thrown 
off  the  trammels  of  legal  infancy,  I  beheld  a 
system  and  scale  of  expense  which  I  will  con- 
fess at  first  astonished  me,  although  no  longer 
a  novice  in  the  fiuhionable  world.  In  my  own 
porticiilar  department,  I  found  Mr.  Penderell^s 
wardrobe  to  consist  of  thirty-eight  dress-coats, 
f<»ty  morning  ditto,  nine  &ncy  dresses  of  the 
most  expensive  character,  seven  racing  jackets 
of  the  richest  pattern,  seventeen  robes  de  cham- 
bre,  besides  innumerable  vests,  and  inexpres- 
sibles, piles  (^  linen,  and  all  other  conceivable 
and  many  inconceivable  articles  of  apparel  for 
use  and  ornament.  Not  having  been  prepared 
to  see  the  thing  done  in  this  style,  I  considered 
well  before  I  committed  myself,  what  game  I 
should  play.  I  soon  discovered  that  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  try  for  the  premiership,  which 
was  already  occupied  by  Mr.  (Jammoner,  the 
master  of  the  horse,  who  possessed  claims  and 
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merits  compared  with  which  mine,  and  indeed' 
those  of  any  other  penon,  would  hare  been 
but  as  dust  in  the  scale.  Laying  aside,  then- 
fore,  the  -unbitioD  of  power,  I  applied  my 
mind  exdosiTely  to  the  more  valid  vievH  of 
profit :  and  I  very  soon  kw,  that,  wiUi  com- 
mon sense,  and  common  pradmee,  aod,  I 
may  add,  with  common  htmesty,  a  very  good 
thing  might  be  made  of  thii  dtnatiaL  It 
was  quite  clear  that  with  aacb  an  exten- 
sive wardrobe,  the  reepeotive  artides  mwt  go 
out    of  fashion    before    they  wold  be  worn 
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forthwith  to  rednoe  the  stock  to  one-third  of 
its  present  amount,  and  never  allow  it  to  accu- 
mnlate  beyond    that   average.      And  here   I 
found  the    advantage   of  being  a  member  of 
the  Association ;  for  had  I  not  been  fortified  by 
the  precepts    and  practice  of  that  important 
body,  it  is  just  possible,  notwithstanding  my 
happy  exemption  from  anything  like  mauvai$e 
honte  that  I  might  have  hesitated,  just  at  enter- 
ing on  a  new  rituation,  coolly  to  appropriate  up* 
wards  of  a  hundred  pounds^  worth  of  wearing 
apparel,  as  the  perquisites  of  office.       But  if 
there  was  a  standing  order  of  the  Association, 
the  observance  of  which  was  more  strictly  en^ 
joined,  or  the  neglect  more  severely  visited  than 
another,  it  was  this,  that,  **  The  reversion  of 
a  gentleman'*s  wearing  apparel  being  the   un«' 
doubted  property  of  his  valet,  or   the  person 
acting  in  that  capacity,  every  such  valet   or 
other  person  is  required  and  expected  rigidly 
to  enforce  his  just  rights,  claims,  and  privileges 
in  that  behalf.     And  every  such  valet,  &c.  is 
strictly  prohibited  compromising  such  rights,  or 
receiving  any  cast  article  of  apparel  as  the  gift 
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of  his  employer,  or  bj  word  or  deed  c 
ancing  the  erroneoos  opinion  that  he  eppropri- 
atcB  such  article  on  other  gnnmda  thad  thai  of 
immemorial  custom  or  preeotiption.  And  any 
such  employer  or  gentleman,  aa  afcrMttd,'wbe 
shall  premme  to  question  or  reoat  aooh  elaim 
of  his  valet  or  other  peiaon,  shall  be  snlijeeted 
to  the  severe  displeasore  of  this  Aasodatifla ." 
A  wise  and  necessBzy  order,  which  it  ia  bat  jus- 
tice to  say,  was  ea&rced  with  modatBtion  and 
impartiality ;  for,  on  one  OOOMlofl,  a  mettlbcr 
s«ii  from  his  situation  m  consegiieiice  of 
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18  approval,  a  list  of  the  articles  which  I  pro- 
posed to  remove.  He  examined  the  paper, 
and  pointed  out  two  or  three  items  which  he 
wished  to  except  for  the  present.  I  bowed  in 
aoqoiescence,  and  thns  this  matter  was  arranged 
without  difficulty.  An  awkward  ignorant  fel- 
low, in  the  same  situation,  might  have  defeated 
his  own  object,  or  gained  it  by  the  compromise 
of  a  great  principle :  I  mean  that  he  might, 
by  his  bulling  shuffling  way  of  going  to  work, 
have  put  it  into  this  young  man^s  head  to  sup- 
pose thai  the  disposal  of  these  lefl-off  garments 
was  a  patronage  which  he  might  exercise  as  he 
{leased;  whereas,  by  proceeding  on  a  totally 
opposite  assumption,  the  thing  was  at  once  put 
cm  a  proper  footing,  and  never  disputed. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


Mb.  Pxndebsll  was  detennmed  to  has  iW 
time  in  aTailing  himself  of  the  good!  the  gods 
had  provided  for  him.  Pleuorc  wn  his  Iwi^ 
ness,  at  which  he  worked  widi  mi  nadnit^ 
worthy  a  better  canse, — if,  indeed,  abettMriheM' 
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If  elton  Mowbray  was  our  head-quartevB  daring 
the  winter  montheu  At  the  latter  place,  having 
a  great  deal  of  time  npon  my  hands,  I  applied 
myself  to  the  improvement  of  my  mind,  resnm* 
ing  the  system  of  study  which  I  had  pursued 
when  in  attendance  upon  Mr.  Wainwright. 

On  the  whole,  1  had  good  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  finrtune  which  had  put  me 
ii^.  sadi  a  situation.     I  had  the  easiest  best* 

• 

natuied  gentleman  in  the  woild,  whom  nothing 
orald  put  out  of  humour ;  and  my  emoluments 
were  such  that,  if  things  went  on  in  their  pre? 
sent  course  &r  a  few  years,  I  should  realise 
a  small  independence.  But,  alas  I  uninterrupt- 
ed proq)erity  is  not  the  lot  of  man  I  In  my 
third  year  of  office  this  promising  career  was  in* 
termpted  by  one  of  those  untoward  accidents  to 
which  young  men  of  fortune  are  too  subject :  a 
shaft  £rom  Cupid^s  bow  penetrated  a  bosom  which 
had  never  been  defended  from  such  an  assault 
by  that  only  effectual  shield,  the  breastplate 
of  Self-love.  One  of  the  beautiful  and  high- 
bom  Lady  Oeorgianas  of  the  fashionable  world 
brought  him  to  her  feet.    The  first  I  heard 
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of  this  fata]  inteDi^eiLce — ^fiitsl  to  my  pfeoipecti, 
as  the  sport  of  the  whale  is  ddsth  to  ih»  nnall 
fiy  —  was  from  one  of  the  fnaaih  whctoeeaK 
sionally  dropped  in  at  Mr.  PendenltVi  Icmft 
1  was  in  the  act  of  preparing  a  taior  fat  ISm 
nse,  when  this  gentleman  joonlaify  diaigsd  Mr. 
P.  with  a  deliberate  intentibn  to  Aonimtt  matri- 
mony. I  was  BO  much  affected  hj  tiubbn 
notion  of  SQch  a  thing  ihos  Boddeoty  broadiAd, 
that  I  cat  a  great  slice  oat  of  the'Mtxop  in  toy 
confusion ;  bat  my  hand  almdst  dibj^Ksd  ptfwei> 
less  when    I   found   that  Penderdl   did   not 
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get  it  veUgflt ;  bat  how  a  fdtow  like^yoo^  with 


your  twenty  thousaad  a-year,  or  whatever  it 
isy  and  eyezythiiig  yra  ean  wiahor  desire,  yoiur 
horses,  yachts,  d  bonnet  fortunes,  can  make 
it  oat  an  economical  measure  to  many  a  penni* 
leas  girl  is,  I  oonfees^  to  me  apnzzler.^ 

<<  Nothfa^  can  he  more  easOy  explaanedi^ 
answered  Mr.  Penderell^  as  ;he  j^rooeeded  to 
shave.  '^  I  find  my  twenty  thousand  a-year 
wiU  not  keep  up  thew  horses,  yachts,  d  bonnes 
fortftnee.  How  I  can^ -*  confound  this  razor! 
you  might  as  well  give  me  a  saw*  What  the 
devil  are  you  thinking  about,  Wiggins !  -— don'*t 
you  see  Fve  almost  cut  my  throat  ?^ 

I  blundered  out  an  apology  and  supplied 
him  with  another  instrument. 

^^  Ay,  this  will  do.  You  see,  Arthur,  though 
I  canH  retrench  any  of  these  expenses,  I  can 
give  them  up  altogether,  and  with  no  great 
sacrifice  either ;  for,  hang  me  but  I  often  find 
ibis  sort  of  thing,  as  nrach  a  bore  as  anything 
else.  As  to  Melton,  I  don^t  caire  if  I  never 
see  the  place  again ;  I^m  tired.  o£  .riding  in 
a  crowd,  and  mean  to  take  a  country  if  I 


can  g«t  one 
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bnnted  by  gnbecription,  and,  Fm  told,  Ouij  *d 
be  very  gUd  to  give  it  np  to  ma,  The  beafc 
plou^  country  in  England,  and  ^n  tdd  thaf 
have  capita]  things." 

"  Oh  yea  I  I  know  what  yoor  'iaftmal  pre- 
vincial  countries  are,  chopinng  about  tomip 
fields  and  casting  over  sheep  taSka  half  Ua 
day,  and  mobbing  him  in  a  big  vood  die  Arthur 
half  by  way  of  finidi.  I'll  tnmble  yea  fi>r  yoor 
capital  things.  And  yon  who  aaad  to  swear 
yon  never  wished  to  see  a  ran  of  mora  tha& 
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7011  it^s  a  settled  tliiiig;  therefore^  theve^s  no 
use  in  Baying  any  more  about  it.  Come)  I 
don^t  despair  of  oonvinoiDg  you,  after  all,  that 
the  speculation  is  no  such  bad  one.  At  all 
events,  you  must  come  down  and  see  how  it 
work8«  Stewkley  has  the  best  shooting  in 
WStshire.  I  book  you  for  the  season,  mind ; 
and,  whenever  you  like  to  see  how  splendidly 
my  hounds  can  work  a  cold  scent,  Fll  stand  a 
mount.  In  fisu^t,  you  must  make  Stewkley  your 
head-quarters.  I  shall  have  a  pretty  good 
cook,  and  I  douH  think  you^ll  find  &ult  with 
the  wine.^ 

^'My  dear  Charles,  I  shall  be  delighted. 
You  know  there  ^s  nobody  I  Ve  a  greater  re- 
gard for  than  I  hare  for  yourself;  aiid 
heartily  rejoiced  shall  I  be,  to  see  this  mar- 
liige  of  yours  turn  out  well.  I  believe  you  ^r6 
every  prospect ;  for  Lady  Oeorgiana  is  a  charm* 
ing  person,  so  amiable,  and  everything.  And« 
as  you  say,  there  certainly  is  a  great  pleasure 
in  watching  hounds  one  is  interested  in ;  and, 
vny  likely,  if  I  had  the  same  chance,  I  should 
get  as  tired  as  you  are,  of  riding  in  a  ruck 
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of  tluee  or  four  hondrad  honek. '  Aftet  «11, 

there  'a  no  hontiiig  in  Leicestenliil^'  now  ;  it  *■ 
merely  racing.  How  an  yoa  off  tor  •OTer* 
ibooting  at  Stewkley  i*" 

"  Capital ;  about  EDzt«en,  or  HTeateMi  haaf 
dred  acres,  ntost  of  it  imdeiuabUk  aad  pntty 
well  Btocked." 

I  heard  no  more  of  the  ooBvezMtioD,  H'tba 
gentlemen  now  went  into '  the  a^jniUBf  woom 
to  break&at.  Bnt  I  had  heard  oiongh  to'  w- 
tisfy  me  there  was  no  miafaiTta  about  tbeniat- 
t«r.     I   learned,  moreover,  upon  nqoiiy,  that 
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firand  eyeiy  Aiy,  and  I  patuAd.  I  asked  my 
colleagtie,  Mr  OazAttKMier,  what  he  thought  of 
the  change-that  was  about  to  take  place  ;  bat 
that  fnnctionaiy  declared  that  he  had  -hasdljr 
given  it  a  thonght,  as  he  did  not  fear  that 
it  would  make  any  difference  to  him. 

'*  I  shouldnH  wonder  though,^  added  he  by 
way  of  consolation,  **  if  it  was  to  turn  out  not 
so  good  a  job  for  you.  When  a  gent,  marries, 
you  see,  he  haven^t  got  the  same  call  to  dress 
so  fiporting,  cause,  there  aVt  so  much  a  object 
to  please  the  women,  like.  But  that  makes 
no  odds  to  the  bosses.^ 

There  was  certainly  too  much  truth  in  the 
ranark ;  but  hope,  ever  springing  in  the  human 
breast,  and  the  advice  of  an  influential  member 
of  our  fraternity,  forbade  me  to  throw  up  a 
good  situation  from  apprehensions  of  the  foture, 
which  might  never  be  realized.  Mr.  Penderell 
and  his  lady,  were  as  likely  as  not,  to  live 
like  a  fiushionable  couple ;  in  which  case,  my 
atuation  would  not  be  materially,  if  at  all,  de* 
predated.  I  was  told  that  I  betrayed  igno- 
rance of  the  world,  in  my  excessive  alarm  lest 
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the  beantifiil  and  high-bred  bride  at  a  ymmg 
man  of  laxga  fortime  shoald  meddle  with  the 
afiwis  of  wustcoata  and  shiiti.  Her  ladydiip's 
time  woiald,  probably,  be  folly  oQeapied  wiUi 
her  own  wardrobe. 
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In  due  time  the  marriage  was  celebrated^ 
and,  with  an  involnntary  sigh,  I  ascended  the 
ramble  of  the  travelling  carriage,  which  was 
to  conrey  the  happy  pair  to  a  '*  rural  blessed 
retreat,^  lent  to  them,  for  the  honeymoon,  by 
an  nnde  of  the  bride.  My  companion  in  the 
ramble,  my  lady'^s  gentlewoman,  was  neither 
Tery  yoong,  nor  handsome;  a  circumstance 
which  did  not  tend  to  diminish  my  ill*humoar. 
She,  however,  immediately  evinced  a  disposition 
to  be  on  fiiendly  terms  with  me,  and,  before 
we  had  been  acquainted  five  minutes,  began  to 
question  me  with  respect  to  Mr.  Penderell^s 
temper,  habits,  and  the  exact  amount  of  his 
rent  roll.  I  answered  as  drily  and  evasively 
as  politeness  would  permit;  but,  without  no- 
ticing, or  appearing  to  notice,  my  reserve,  the 


my    splooii,    "  I    dare    say   you    thouj 
pretty  good  catch." 

''  Catch,  indeed  I""  echoed  Mrs.  Tn 
some  indignation,  *'no  Boeh  great  ci 
all ;  if  you  Ve  got  the  mxmejf  weVe  g 
and  title.^ 

^'BeantyT  I  repeated,  in  a  coni 
tone;  ^^  a  mere  drag  in  the  market, 
mnch  the  same.^ 

*^  Upon  mj  word,  indeed !  I  luqpe 
donH  intend  to  imply  each  obaervalii 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Stiekfiut  ?"*  ' 

**  I  mean  no  offmoe,  Mia.  Tmefit 
wish  to  be  pereonal:  Imt^  as  jon  leei 
gate  a  good  deid  on  your  title,  I  bq 
aek  who  is  the  Eari  of  8tiek&it  ?*" 

<<  Who  ia  the  Eail  of  Stickfrst?  : 
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<* Pardon  me,  ma'am;  all  I  mean,  ia,  we 
donH  oonmder  we  gain  anj  honour  by  yonr 
alliance;  the  connection  could  be  no  object; 
for,  though  we  are  untitled,  you  must  be  quite 
aware  thai  the  advantage  of  family  is  on  our 
aide.  I  d<mH  wish  to  say  anything  unpleasant 
to  your  feelings,  but,  if  I  ^m  not  mistaken,  the 
Earl  of  Stick&st^s  grand&ther  was  a  grocer.**^ 

"Well,  — Inerer— '^ 

^Pray  understand  me,  my  dear  madam,^ 
said  I,  with  a  superior  bow  and  smile;  ^^do 
not,  for  an  instant,  suppose  that  we  look  down 
upon  him  on  that  account;  his  father's  merit 
was  the  greater  for  risbg  frcmi  sudi  an  humble 
origin.  Ladbf  Georgiana  is  a  yery  beautiful 
and  lady-like,  and,  I  am  informed,  a  very  ami* 
able  young  woman ;  but,  when  you  come  to  talk 
of  rank  and  fiuuily,  don't  you  see  the  thing 
is  a  fiurce  P  we  have  been  squires  in  Wiltshire 
for  five  hundred  years.^ 

Mrs.  Truefit  waxed  very  wrath,  accusing  me 
of  intending  to  insult  her;  and,  as  I  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  make  her  my  enemy,  I 
administered  some  soothing  syrup,  which  ope- 


with  a  minute  memoir  ot  tiie  aomesii* 
of  the  Stickfast  family,  and  the  lov 
Goqnetries,  flirtatioiu,  jiltiiigs»  disappo; 
and  matrimonial  specidatkmi  of  Lad] 
anaheraelf. 

The  ill-humrar  with  iriiioh  I  had 
aabaiding  as  we  rdled  aki^g^  I  liitened 
details  with  interaat ;  -aady  as  we  d 
our  joarney^s  end,  I  gnusioiisly  intimal 
coadjutor,  my  wish  that  a  good  oonei 
should  always  subsist  between  mu  h 
fit  received  this  overture  with  gxeafc  ' 
and  assured  me  that  irintever  infl* 
posBessed^and  she  gave  me  to  mdei 
this  was  ali-powerfbl-— should  be  «■ 
manner  agreeable  to  ne. 

I  pass  over  the  honsjmoon»  wfa 
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spirits  fo  StewUey.  I  had  been  there  ctify 
OQoe  befixre  ;  when  Mr.  PendereU  went  dowa 
ia.  Jttuiaiy,  with  a  shootings  or,  rather,  alangh^ 
toiag  party,  fior  a  few  dajrs.  There  was  no- 
Hung  waatiiig  in  tlie  place ;  but  there  was  one 
ebjeetion  to  it  of  some  importance,  in  the  fihi^ 
of  aa  old  housekeeper,  who  had  lived  in  the 
fiunilj  some  thirty  or  forty  years,  and,  cons^^ 
qnenily,  had  all  sorts  of  absord  impracticable 
notions.  It  was,  at  onoe,  agreed  between  Mrs. 
Tmefit  and  myself,  that  this  piece  of  antiquated 
fnmitnre  must  be  removed.  I  thought  it  would 
be  no  easy  matter  to  accomplish ;  but  Mrs.  T. 
famghed  at  my  fears,  and  undertook  to  dislodge 
the  old  lady  in  less  than  three  months,  or  t6 
eat  her.  Having^  a  high  opinion  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  sex,  I  thought  it  not  unlikely 
that  she  would  succeed  in  her  imdertaking, 
notwithstanding  the  regard  which  Mr.  Pende- 
reU entertained  for  a  fiuthfnl  domestic  whom 
he  had  known  from  his  infimcy . 

We  found  Mrs.  Bearcroft  as  hostilely  dis- 
posed towards  us,  as  we  were  towards  her. 
A  s%fat  skirmish  had  taken   place   between 


posed   countenance   oi   our  youug   cm 
having   now   entered    into   a  league, 
and  defensiye,  with  the  bedchambei^lat 
myself  on  much  stronger  groond ;  an 
conid  only  engage  the  steirard  of  the  h 
to  our  side^  we  ahoold  fbnn  sneh  a  ti 
anoe  as  nothing  ooold  withstand.    T 
mentioned  personage  was  a  stranger 
only  just  entered  iqnm  office.    His 
were  genteel,  bat  reserved,  and  gav 
encouragement  to  open  oar  views.    1 
dajTs  we  found  that  Mr.  Lncas  was 
of  his  professioii,  a  strict,  disriplinariaii 
observer.    At  first*  Mis.  Traefit.aa 
hardly  knew  what  to  make  of  this 
scrutable  man;  bvt  we  soon  deddec 
a  dangeroas.  dianMtoy  and  that  he» 
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It  was  m7  province,  of  ooune,  to  attack  thk 
formidable  antagonist ;  and  I  mnst  confess  that 
I  went  about  it  with  little  of  my  nsual  con* 
fidence.  I  felt  under  the  inflnenoe  of  a  supe- 
rior genius.  Lucas  seemed  to  read  mj  thoughts, 
to  be  awaie  of  mj  machinations,  and  to  be 
prepared  to  frostrate  them  with  the  greatest 
ease.  He  had  already  possessed  Mr.  Penderell 
with  a  notion  of  his  stem  integrity,  and  his 
lo&j  dep<Mrtment  seemed  to  keep  even  her  lady- 
dftip  in  awe.  His  was  not  a  character  to  be 
put  down  by  significant  looks,  mysterious  hints, 
and  broken  innuendoes.  But  I  could  collect  no- 
thing substantial  against  him.  His  adminis- 
tiation  was  iireproachable,  and  his  private  con- 
duct equally  so«  I  could  only  live  in  hopes 
that  he  might  commit  himself  in  some  way. 

Mrs.  Truefit  was  much  more  prosperous  in 
hw  operati(ms.  She  gave  the  old  lady  no 
peace,  but  kept  up  a  constant  fire  of  sarcasms, 
direct  insults,  and  bickerings.  The  house- 
keeper retorted  all  these  for  some  time;  but 
was  at  last  fiiirly  beat,  and  one  day  provoked, 
beyond  endurance,  laimched  a  reproachful  epi- 
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tbet  St  Mrs.  Tniefit,  and  i 
terminatioti  no  longer  to  lire  jiMilw  fhi  i 
roof  with  her.  The  BkilM  Abjgal  ■ 
hei  opportunity,  immediatelj bmitiato.ft.'pH* 
uon  of  tears,  and  roshing  into  As  |M1i|Bap  flC 
her  lady,  sobbed  out  her  grieft>  tiaii,WUfifgt4 
Sb9  had  borne  it,  she  criedt  tmlfl  tei6|K'|»^ 
ture  could  abide  it  do  Itmger^  «U)|nN^*  aAw 
having  persecated  her  ever  niioe  ^w  hid  MMie' 
into  the  hoose,  Mrs.  BeansoUfc.  Ivd-ialb  hat 
threatened  to  deprive  her  of  her  place  and 
clmrncter.     Lady  Cicorginna,    with   whom 
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ant,  was  instantly  at  her  feet,  and  after  having 
poured  forth  a  dozen  "  loves,'"  "  lifes,""  and 
^*  souls,^  coupled  with  assurances  that  Mrs. 
Bearcroft  should  immediately  receive  her  dis- 
charge, my  lady  came  round.  Mr.  Penderell, 
however,  was  rather  ashamed  of  his  compIi-> 
ance;  for  Mrs.  Bearcroft  was  removed  with 
great  delicacy  and  tenderness,  and  recompensed 
with  a  pension  of  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

Mrs.  Truefifs  elation  at  this  triumph  could 
hardly  be  -  restrained  within  due  bounds,  and 
she  openly  declared  in  the  room,  with  a  glance 
at  Mr.  Lucas,  that  she  should  like  to  see  any- 
body lording  it  over  her  in  that  liouse.  The 
allusion  was  palpable,  but  the  major-domo 
took  no  notice  of  it,  and  the  next  moment 
addressed  some  remark  to  th^  waiting  gentle- 
woman with  his  usual  dignified  courtesy.  This 
conduct  inspired  the  lady  with  such  a  passion 
of  hatred,  as  utterly  deprived  her  of  that  cau- 
tion and  temperance  which  are  essential  to  the 
prosecution  of  great  designs.  She  connived  at 
the   peculation   of  the   new   house-keeper    for 

VOL.  I.  o 
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tht-  sjilcL'  of  her  iilli.iuee,  and  Lroke  witL  me  as 
a  traitor ;  because  I  presmned  lo  ipmrioa  bar 
policy,  and  hesitated  at  beii^  »  ^art^  to  her 
violent  proceedings.  She  ccudeloffidail  to  m-  - 
Irigiie  with  iLe  inferior  members  of  tlie  house- 
hold, who,  under  her  instructioDS  and  relying 
upon  her  protection  and  patronage,  eominenced 
a  eyHtcni  of  vexations  and  disrespectful  opposi- 
tion to  the  steward,  who  put  up  with  it  for 
some  time  ;  but  just  as  a  higher  flight  of  inso- 
lence and  insubordination  was  about  to  be 
tried,    Mr.   Lucas,    without    any  previous    inti- 
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by  the  major-domo  —  against  Mrs.  Dawkins 
the  housekeeper  as  principal,  and  Mrs.  True« 
fit  as  accessary.  Mrs.  Dawkins  loudly  declared 
her  innocence,  and  courted  inquiry  with  such 
eagerness,  that  Mr.  Penderell  asked  the  stew- 
ard by  a  look,  whether  he  would  press  the 
charge;  but  that  dignitary^s  countenance  re- 
maining unmoved,  Mrs.  Dawkins  was  directed 
to  produce  and  explain  her  accounts.  She  did 
so  with  great  apparent  alacrity,  and  was  en- 
tering into  some  very  minute,  and  apparently 
interminable  details,  to  the  dismay  of  the  judge, 
when  the  prosecutor  stopped  her  by  observing 
that  these  were  irrelevant  and  only  perplexed 
the  question.  He  requested  that  she  would 
confine  herself  to  a  general  statement  of  the 
stores  dispensed  by  her  to  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  household  respectively,  during  the 
last  month.  Mrs.  Dawkins  bit  her  lip,  and 
made  several  efforts  to  misunderstand  the  stew- 
ard's directions,  but  he  still  repeated  them  so 
clearly,  that  Mr.  Penderell  became  impatient, 
and  desired  her  to  answer  the  question  without 
further  evasion.      She  then  protested  against 

o  « 
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this  mode  of  examination,  and  professed  her 
incompeteucy  to  speak  to  a  point  upon  which 
she  bad  made  no  calculation  ;  but  Mr.  Lucas 
informed  her  that  strict  accuracy  was  not  re- 
quisite ;  it  woidd  be  sufficient  to  speak  in  round 
numbers  from  the  experience  of  half  a  year's 
ad miniet ration  to  the  average  monthly  con- 
sumption of  housekeeper's  storea  in  parlour, 
kitchen,  &c.  After  a  pause  of  some  duration, 
Mrs.  Daivkins  made  a  rou^b  guess,  Mr.  Lucas 
il-notes  of  each  item.  Mr.  Peude- 
icll   rt:m.trkL'(I  tiiat  thi.-  ^;ati^lat^■s  jjcemed    ' 
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breakfast  for  eleven  persons,  (the  average  num- 
ber of  guests  for  the  last  month.)  He  could 
not  possibly  say.  Would  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
be  sufficient  ?  Perhaps  it  might — perhaps  it 
uught  not.  Would  half  a  pound  be  too  much  ? 
He  did  not  think  it  would.  Was  it  possible 
to  use  one  pound  seven  ounces  and  three  quar- 
ter on  such  an  occasion  ?  He  did  not  know, — 
it  wasnH  his  business. 

^^  I  think  we  must  reserve  that  point/**  said 
the  judge,  "  and  empannel  a  jury  of  washer- 
women upon  it." 

"  We  have  reluctant  witnesses  to  deal  with, 
sir,*"  answered  the  prosecutor.  "  Rosamond 
Armstrong,  step  this  way.  Rosamond  Arm- 
strong, you  are  under  kitchen-maid,  are  you 
not?" 

"  La  !  Mr.  Lucas,"  replied  the  damsel,  ''  as 
if  you  didn'^t  know  that  as  well  as  me  !" 

"  No  levity  here,  young  woman,"  reproved 
the  stem  deep  voice  of  Lucas.  ^^  Look  at  Mr. 
Penderell  there,  and  answer  truly  such  ques- 
tions as  he  shall  be  pleased  to  put  to  you." 

"  Compose   yourself,   fair   Rosamond,"   said 
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Mr.  Penderell,  goo<l-humouredl^,  to  the  dam- 
sel, who,  conecitnu  of  pereonal  channa,  was  in 
a  stnte  of  great  a^tation  from  having  been 
summoned  to  the  presence  of  her  young  master 
before  she  had  time  to  cleau  herself,  or  do  more 
th&D  hastily  pull  out  her  curl-papers,  and  ex- 
change her  working  mob  for  a  laoe  cap  with 
yellow  streamers.  **  Compose  yourself,  and 
tell  ine  whether  you  are  in  the  habit  of  ufflng 
a  quarter  of  &  haudred  weight  of  moist  sugar 
to  sweeten  a  plum-pndding  P  Take  yoar  time 
and,"  he  added,  detecting  a  hurried  and  feftrfial 
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fit ;  "  she  oonldn^  exactly  say — hadnH  kept 
an  account — ^but  the  fruit  was  very  sour.*" 

"  Do  you  mean  to  say,''  inquired  the  stew- 
ard, speaking  very  slowly  and  solemnly,  ^^  that 
you  ever  used  twenty-eight  pounds  of  moist 
sugar  to  a  fruit-pudding?  Would  you  have 
us  believe  that  any  cook  or  kitchen-maid  ever, 
used  one  tenth  of  that  quantity  for  such  a  pur- 
pose? You  had  better  mind  what  you  are 
about,  young  woman." 

^^  I  am  sure,*"  sobbed  Rosamond,  bursting 
into  a  passion  of  tears,  ^^  I  don't  know  nothing 
at  all  about  it."^ 

^^  1  submit,  that  is  sufficient,  sir,''  said  the 
steward,  and  Mr.  Penderell  assenting,  the  wit- 
ness was  ordered  to  withdraw.  More  proof 
was  adduced  of  the  extravagance  of  Mrs.  Daw- 
kins's  administration,  and  at  length,  the  cook, 
who  seemed  to  be  implicated  in  these  irregular 
proceedings,  finding  the  day  going  against  his 
principal,  turned  king's  evidence,  and  clearly 
establidied  the  case  of  fraud  against  her  and 
Mrs.  Truefit.  The  example  of  the  cook  in- 
duced others  to  come  forward  and  depose   to 


ininscit    look   the    lead  in    the   ex.ar 
tht'^^e  hist  witnesses,  and  seemed  to  t( 
est  ill  the  conviction  of  the  accused, 
consistent,  perhapi,  with  impartial  j 
passing  sentence  of  diwniaiii]  on  tb< 
he  gave  the  housekeeper    tw«ity-l 
preparation,  bat  finbade  the  waiti] 
woman  to  sleep  another  night  nndp 
This  sentence  was  strictly  carried  li 
tion,  nor  could  I  asoertain  that  hei 
had  made  any  efiort  in  behalf  of  hm 
who,  however,  to  the  last  maintained 
unbending  spirit,  and  went  out  of  1 
hurling  defiance  and  hatred  at  the  hi 
steward.    Mrs.  Dawkins  received  hei 
with  equal  nondialanoe,  and  threw  o 
of  making  jieople  miler  who  took 
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Mr.  Lucases  authority  was  now  more  firmly 
established  than  ever.  The  old  housekeeper 
returned  to  office,  and  the  new  abigail  was  a 
Parisian  of  great  talent,  who  soon  consoled 
Lady  Oeorgiana  for  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Truefit. 
As  to  myself,  I  found  that  all  views  of  ambi- 
tion or  of  gain  at  Stewkley  were  at  an  end. 
Mrs.  Bearcroft  regarded  me  with  dislike  and 
suspicion  on  accotmt  of  my  former  alliance  with 
the  &Tourite.  Mr.  Lucas  preserved  a  haughty 
distance  towards  me,  and  my  influence  with 
the  squire  himself  was  little  or  nothing.  Those 
(to  me)  golden  days  of  dress  and  dandyism 
were  at  an  end,  as  I  had  too  truly  anticipated. 
Mr.  P.  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  growth 
of  turnips,  cultivated  his  country  neighbours, 
and  talked  of  standing  for  the  county.  In 
short,  I  made  up  my  mind  that  it  was  a  mere 
waste  of  time  to  remain  any  longer  where  I 
was,  and  accordingly  tendered  my  resignation, 
which  was  graciously  accepted. 


o  5 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Thb  seryioes  wfaieh  I  had  renden 
Society  by  oanying  tiuir  prinotidet  int^ 
hold  from  whidi  thej  had  been  ao 
daded,  were  duly  a^neiafted.  M 
mendation  Readily  proeorad  good  i 
Miss  Loveday  and  Mr.  Tiqphonae. 
sonal  accompliahmenta  of  my  pr^iigt^ 
were  likewise  duly 'Oonaideredy  and  I 
been  long  in  town  before  I  myi 
obtained  a  partieohurly  eligible  aiia 
became  gentleman  to  a  noUe  paer» 
the  fashionable  woiUU  a  plaoe  for  wfai 
be  permitted  to  obaerre,  no  oidinar 
cations  were  fitted.    In  aooepCing  thii 
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haying  infringed  the  spirit  of  that  excellent 
resolve ;  for  though  Lord  Leighton  and  his  lady 
lived  within  the  same  walls,  theb  establish- 
ments were  entirely  distinct,  and  they  never 
interfered  with  each  other^s  arrangements.  They 
might  indeed  have  b^n  termed  a  couple  per- 
fectly soited  to  each  other.  They  were  equal  in 
rank,  in  age,  in  personal  and  mental  accomplish* 
ments, — they  had  the  same  tastes  and  pursuits, 
and  therefore  they  enjoyed  a  great  deal  of 
happiness  in  the  married  state.  My  lord  loved 
dissipation,  so  did  my  lady ;  my  lord  was  given 
to  play,  ditto  my  lady  !  His  lordship  practised 
gallantries ;  her  ladyship  was  not  supposed  to 
be  a  dragon  of  virtue.  Nothing  could  be 
more  felicitous. 

Into  this  well-ordered  mhiage  was  I  admit- 
ted, in  the  above-named  important  capacity. 
All  my  powers  of  gentility  were  here  called 
into  action,  for  the  society  below  stairs  was 
studiously  modelled  after  that  of  the  drawing- 
room.  As  our  lord  and  lady  mingled  only  in 
the  best  company,  so  were  we  very  exclusive 
in  our  associates;    that  is  to  say,  we  visited 


300  FITZ-WIGGINS. 

noue  but  the  domestica  of  thoBe  who  were  (juite 
comme  il  favt,  repudiating  all  such  as  were 
in  any  wise  quizzical  or  vulgar.  We  called 
each  other  by  the  names  and  titles  of  our  re- 
spective superiors,  and  observed  the  conveii- 
tioual  ceremonies  witli  much  solemnity.  I,  as 
being  the  representative  of  a  very  eminent  and 
brilliant  member  of  the  Aavf  ton,  was  deeply 
impressed  with  my  responsibility.  I  employed 
a  fashionable  tailor,  as  none  of  my  lord's  clotlies 
happened  to  fit  me,  and  If  they  bad,  were 
hardly  gay  enough  for  my  taste.     I  was  obliged 
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to  my  official  duties,  they  were  all  ba£  a  sine- 
cure. All  the  coarse  work  was  done  by  my 
devil  or  boy,  who  at  the  same  time  dusted  the 
clothes  and  blacked  the  boots  of  my  lord  and 
his  humble  servant.  I  had  only  to  lay  out  his 
lordship^s  wearing^apparel,  and  perform  some 
trifling  offices  about  his  person ;  and  when  my 
lord  was  dressed  for  dinner,  I  had  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  entirely  at  my  own  disposal. 

Being  thus  disengaged,  the  dire  disease 
which,  it  is  said,  every  man  must  undergo 
once  in  his  life,  now  affected  me  —  I  began  to 
perceive  the  soft  impressions  of  the  tender  pas- 
sion. The  cause  of  my  distemper  was  my 
lady'^s   gentlewoman,   a   maid   of   no   ordinary 

attractions.     Had  I  the   pencil   of  a but 

hold,  I  will  try  my  own  humble  powers,  al- 
though I  admit  that  the  subject  is  far  above 
them.  But,  as  simplicity  can  hardly  fail  to 
be  intelligible,  and  can  never  be  ridiculous, 
I  will  describe  her  in  plain  terms,  such  as  she 
was,  without  any  attempt  at  the  touches  or 
flourishes  of  the  artist.  Miss  Julia  Peck,  then, 
was  rather  under  than  over  the  middle  size,  but 


\'('iiii<    of    TTottontots   in    a    certain 
{catuiL'.      llor   flowing  ringlets,  whicl 
a  la  corkscrew,   were  of  jet  black, 
pleasing  contrast  with  a  complexion 
the  wliite  and  red  were  happily  ming 
eyes  were  of  a  deep  and  languishing 
when  turned  upon  you,  spoke  volui 
nose  was  of  the  Grecian  order,  and 
delicate  mouth  seemed  more  adapte 
evaporation  of  sighs  than  for  any  gn 
She  was,  indeed,  a  very  small  eater ; 
were  regular  and  white,  and  her  brea 
sweet  as  a  zephyr  from  a  bed  of  ros* 
is  a  plain  unadorned  description  of  i 
person,  with  which  the  reader  must  be 
for  I  despair  of  conveying  to  him  an  ii 
graces  with  which  that  person  was  ad< 
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do  not  end  here.  Miss  Peck  was  not  a  mere 
piece  of  painted  clay ;  she  had  a  soul !  It  was 
her  misfortune,  indeed,  (for  so  she  always  con- 
sidered it,  to  possess  exquisite  sensibility,  in- 
somuch that  the  distresses  of  a  Minerva  Press 
heroine  could  draw  as  many  tears  ft'om  her 
eyes  as  the  sorrows  depicted  by  a  Scott 
can  wring  from  those  of  less  susceptible  mor- 
tals. Poor  thing  !  she  certainly  had  too  much 
feeling. 

Many  were  the  delightful  hours  we  passed 
together,  I  reading  aloud,  with  due  accom- 
paniments of  emphasis  and  gesture,  a  poem  or 
tragedy,  or  the  last  new  romance,  while  the  fair 
fingers  of  Miss  Peck  were  employed  manufac- 
turing a  furbelow,  or  getting  up  her  lady's 
small  linen.  Those  happy  days  are  now  past 
and  gone,  never  to  return  !  Forgive,  gentle 
reader,  a  momentary  sigh  bestowed  upon  these 
too  precious  recollections ! 

We  soon  learned,  by  the  instinct  with  which 
the  blind  deity  inspires  his  votaries,  the  state 
of  each  other's  heart.  There  was  first  the 
eloquence  of  eyes  and  sighs.     I  soon  became 
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aware  of  my  own  situation,  but  I  did  not  feeJ 
quite  assured  with  respect  to'  my  Jnlift'i  eenti* 

mcuts.  until  one  day,  when  listening  to  some  cri- 
tical romarka  which  I  was  making  upon  Byron, 
her  attention  was  so  wrapt  in  what  I  was  say- 
ing that  she  made  a  dire  mistake  in  it  delicate 
piece  of  handiwork  upon  which  she  was  em- 
ployed —  no  less  than  a  superb  ball  costaine, 
in  wliich  Lady  Leighton  proposed  to  stiine  con- 
spicuous on  the  same  evening  !  Wonderfiil  is 
the  poHcr  of  that  mighty  passion  which  can 
mn]ic  !i  Hi'ri7nle9  pxdiiin^'e  his  chih  for  a  distnft', 
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I  endeavoured  to  console  her  by  hoping  that 
the  damage  was  not  irreparable  ;  but  she  wrung 
her  hands,  and,  crying  out  that  the  piece  was 
utterly  spoilt,  and  her  lady  would  never  forgive 
her,  burst  into  tears.  Touched  by  her  grief, 
and  peculiarly  softened  by  its  cause  —  a  too 
ardent  and  engrossing  attention  to  myself, — 
all  the  tenderness  and  generosity  of  my  nature 
was  cidled  forth.  Obeying  its  impetuous 
impulse,  I  dropped  on  my  knee  before  the 
amiable  and  lovely  creature,  and  taking  her 
passive  hand,  leant  forward  until  my  breath 
wantoned  among  her  spiral  curls,  redolent  of 
Macassar. 

*'  Dearest  Miss  Peck,'**  said  I,  in  gentle  ac- 
cents, "  pray  do  not  suffer  yourself  to  be  agi- 
tated. For  Heaven's  sake — ^for  my  sake,'"  (this 
last  in  a  ^^rj  insinuating  tone,) — ''be  calm. 
What  is  the  amount  of  the  damage  done  ?^ 

''  Oh  !  unspeakable  !^  sobbed  the  unhappy 
Julia,  ''  as  much  as  five  guineas'  worth.'' 

I  rose  with  the  conscious  dignity  of  a  hero 
of  romance.  My  part  was  taken.  I  adopted 
the  magnanimous  resolve  of  supplying  the  place 
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of  tlie  injured  article  with  a  now  one  out  of 
my  own  pocket.  I  communicated  my  inten- 
tion to  her  in  a  tew  unadorned  phrases;  and 
enjoyed  the  exquisite  gratification  of  seeing  the 
gndden  brif^hteniug  of  her  radiant  countenance, 
at  this  unespected  offer,  and  the  mingled  gaze 
of  gratitude  and  admiration  wliich  she  bestowed 
upon  mystlf.  She  was  formed  to  appr«ciate 
Such  a  proof  of  the  delicacy  of  my  passion. 

"  Oh,  too  generous  man !"  slie  cried,  "  you 
are  the  saving  of  me !  How  shall  the  poor 
Julia  ever  repay  snob  noble  condnct  ?" 
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a  smile,  restrained  my  impetuosity,  and  handed 
me  a  sample  of  the  article,  accompanied  with 
very  special  directions  as  to  the  shop  where 
I  was  to  procure  it,  the  quality  and  quantity 
which  would  be  required,  and  dismissed  me 
with  an  emphatic  injunction  that  the  satin  was 
to  be  ell  wide,  1  hastened  to  the  mercer^s 
as  fast  as  a  jarvey  could  convey  me,  executed 
my  commission  faithfully,  and  in  little  more 
than  half  an  hour,  returned  in  triumph  with 
a  whitybrown  paper  parcel  under  my  arm, 
which  I  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  delighted  Julia. 
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Afteb  this  Incident,  a  tender  correspond- 
ence was,  of  course,  carried  on  between  me 
and  this  interesting  maid.  But  while  I  in- 
dulged in  innocent  gallantry,  and  gave  myself 
up  to  the  ^'delicious  intoxication  of  a  first 
love,^  I  did  not  suffer  passion  to  overcome 
prudence,  but  always  abstained  firom  using  any 
expressions  which  might,  under  any  unforeseen 
circumstances,  form  the  groundwork  for  an  ac- 
tion of  breach  of  promise.  To  own  the  truth, 
when  I  came  coolly  to  reflect  upon  the  feat 
of  gallantry,  related  in  the  last  chapter,  I  felt 
some  doubts,  whether,  like  most  other  chiyal- 
rous  actions,  mine  was  not  as  much  liable  to 
ridicule  as  to  admiration ;  and  if  my  charmer 
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had  signified  any  dears  to  reimburse  me  for 
tlie  outlay,  nltich  I  had  made  upon  her  accouat, 
I  wiU  not  swear  that  I  should  have  offered  a 
very  determined  reaiatance  to  it.  But,  io  truth, 
I  was  never  exposed  to  the  temptation ;  the 
amiable  JuUa,  doubtless,  from  delicacy,  forbore 
any  farther  allusion  to  the  subject. 

I  was  not  BO  engrossed  by  love  as  to  neg- 
iect  the  favourable  opportunity  now  afforded 
me  of  improving  my  knowledge  of  high  life, 
of  wliicb,  influenced  by  a  certain  preseutimeat, 
US  the    reader   may   perhaps    thiuk    by  the 
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self  to  Mf.  DsTftoon.  My  lord  wad  yais  enoi^h, 
hat  hk  Tiftiitj  wuM  too  well  pampered  to  h^ 
on  the  flattery  of  a  yalet:  I  never  ventured, 
therefore,  npon  angbt  beyond  the  precincts  of 
a  ptofonnd  deference.  Nevertheless,  by  watdb- 
ing  the  moments,  I  found  means  to  insinuate 
myself  insensiUy  into  my  lord^s  good  graces. 
In  process  of  titcie,  he  began  to  notice  me  as 
something  rather  more  than  an  automaton,  or 
hmnan  mapchine,  whose  highest  perfection  was 
to  prei^ent  his  wishes.  Instead  of  occupying 
himself  with  a  newspaper  or  a  novel,  as  he  was 
wont  to  do,  while  I  dressed  his  hair,  he  now 
began  to  honour  me  with  a  question  or  remark 
which  called  for  a  reply;  and  as  I  improved 
upon  this  opening,  his  lordship,  by  progressive 
stages,  at  length  fell  into  the  habit  of  loose 
few^wtiAi'  conversation  with  me,  and  having  sar 
ti^ed  himself  that  I  was  trustworthy,  honour- 
ed' me  with  his  confidence. 

It  appeared  that  Lord  Leighton,  like  too 
many  others  of  his  rank  in  life,  though  pos- 
sessed of  an-  ample  fortune,  found,  or  moi^ 
eonreetly  i^eaking,  took  care  to   make,   the 
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ready  money  very  sciirco.  Abaiiiloned  to  plea> 
SON,  howeTer,  he  coQceraed  hiMUiTf  jitiiji"  BhTift 
the  state  of  his  afi&in,  .a*  <jbil^<ai  |bi>J&4)Ml 
not  iatemipt  tiio  tanootliBeBi  ^  Ulbf4>Mltf . 
But  it  Bometimes  hspiMna4<Art[h»  «rt  £(«• 
rally  without  ^eciei,  90A  tWiAwfcwi  il8^B»>r 
ticable  —  n  coincidL-uce  bo  incoavenieot,  that 
he  was  obliged,  much  against  hie  will,  to  task 
his  ingenuity  for  present  relief.  My  lord, 
who  was  of  an  open  thoughtlew  temper,  made 
no  attempt  to  conceal  these  delicate  embarrass- 
ments which  were  a  matter  of  uotorietv 
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in  cadi,  and  at  the  same  time  send  home  a 
quantity  of  goods,  for  both  which  he  wonid 
take  his  lordship^s  acceptance  at  a  long  date. 
The  goods  as  soon  as  furnished  were  consigned 
to  a  Jew  or  pawnbroker,  and  npon  this  branch 
of  the  transaction,  between  the  conscience  of 
the  vendor  and  that  of  the  vendee,  Lord  Leigh- 
ton  was  generally  minus  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  per  cent.  What  with,  his  own  exigencies, 
and  those  of  his  lady,  which  were  scarcely  less 
eonsidefable,  my  lord  had  frequent  occasion  to 
resort  to  this  kind  of  accommodation.  To  the 
world,  he  appeared  the  gayest  of  travellers  on 
Hie  road  to  ruin ;  but  I,  who  saw  him  in  d^ 
flfaabill^,  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  very 
far  from  enjoying  that  lightness  of  heart  which 
be  affected.  Indeed,  a  man  must  be  singularly 
defective  both  in  head  and  heart  who  could 
really  find  happiness  in  such  a  career.  Many 
A  sigh  have  I  heard  involuntarily  escape  him ; 
and  in  my  opinion,  he  would  gladly  have  pulled 
up,  and  even  tried  the  experiment  of  what  satis- 
fiiction  was  to  be  extracted  from  cultivating 
the  social  affections,  had  Lady  Leighton  given 
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him  any  encouragement ;  but  as  her  ladyship 
never  failed  to  ridicule  any  such  manifestations 
of  sentiment,  as  she  termed  it,  my  lord,  who 
was  not  qualified  to  withstand  ridicule,  was  hur- 
ried consequently  into  twofold  extravagance. 

Common  fame  described  Lord  Leighton  as 
a  blackleg,  but  I  doubt  whether  there  were 
any  groundcs  for  such  an  imputation  be- 
yond the  fact  of  his  being  a  gambler.  And 
now  I  must  not  omit  a  circumstance  wM<^ 
redounds  much  to  his  honour.     There  was  a 
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After  losbg  considerable  sums  at  tbis  place* 
Mr.  Deanis,  one  nighty  being  chafed  by  some 
satirical  remark  on  his  want  of  slull,  challenged 
Loyrd  Leigbton  to  play  ten  games  of  ^carte  for 
fiye  bopdred  pounds  each.      He  selected  my 
lord  in  a  spirit  of  bravo,  as  being  considered 
the  greatest  adept  present  at  that  particolar 
game.      My   lord  epdeayoured  to  decline  his 
rash  proposal,  but  the  young  gentleman  swore 
that  if  he  was  afraid  to  encounter   him^  he 
would  challenge  the  room;    upon  which,  my 
lord,  knowing  that  others  would  not  be  so  scru- 
pulous, thought  perhaps  that,  as  the  money  was 
to  be  thrown  away,  he  might  as  well  pick  it 
up  as  anybody  else.     To  work  then  they  went ; 
my  lord  won  eight  games  out  of  the  ten,  which, 
together  with   the  by-bets,  left  him  a  winner 
of  something  near  five  thousand  pounds.     The 
infiituated  young  man,    not   satisfied  that   he 
had  been  beaten  in  almost  every  game  by  sheer 
superiority  of  play,  insisted  upon  continuing,  un* 
til  Lord  Leighton  held  his  I.  O.  U's.  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  and  upwards. 
They  then  rose,  poor  Mr.  Denms  being  effectu- 
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ally  stripped,  not  only  of « 
and  conceit,  bnt,  as  H  »nb«e^iMMj<  tJBIni  oat, 
of  the  remnant  of  hia  foHu*.  ftM  Uiff^m^ 
was  much  moved  at  this  latter  iafMMMiV^HrtMl 
he  extorted  fT(Hn  his  nnfiifteMM  'w^nAKiy, 
when  he  called  upon  him  th«  mAi^ftU  Mlli 
np  his  engagements.  The  paW  eoAolMlilNfnd 
Bubdued  maimer  of  the  young  g'entlomaa  excited 
the  suspicions  of  my  lord,  who,  with  §ome  diffi- 
culty, brought  him  to  confess  that  after  liquid- 
ating these  claims,  he  wonld  be  lef^  almost 
pciiiiili'ss. 
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it  IB  no  use  moralizing,  my  lord ;  here  is  your 
money,  I  believe,  to  the  ntmost  fraction ;  so 
give  me  those  cnrsed  s^aps  of  paper,  and  let 
me  be  gone.^ 

"  Stay,"  said  Lord  Ldghton,  **  are  yon  really 
sure  that  last  night's  dose  has  accomplished  a 
radical  cnre?  Would  you  object  to  give  me 
your  word  of  honour  never  again  to  lose  more 
than  five  pounds  at  one  sitting  ?^ 

^^  You  have  as  good  a  security  as  my  word, 
my  want  of  means,'^  replied  Dennis  with  a 
melancholy  smile. 

**  But  come,"  rejoined  my  lord,  **  to  please 
me,  give  me  your  word  of  honour.  Fortune  is 
a  capricious  dame,  and  she  may  choose  one 
day  or  other  to  put  it  again  in  your  power 
to  abuse  her  favours." 

*^To  please  your  lordship  then,  I  give  you 
my  word." 

*^  Enough,"  cried  his  lordship,  and  to  the  as- 
tomshment  of  Mr.  Dennis,  he  deliberately  took 
that  gentleman'^s  acknowledgments  from  the 
taUe  upon  which  they  lay,  and  thrust  them 
into  the  fire.     ^^  When  I  sat  down  with  you 
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last  DigLt,"  he  proceeded,  "  I  intended  nothing 
of  thia  Bort,  believe  me  ;  but  iu  the  course  of  th« 
evening,  forgive  me  for  saying  that  I  8^g]H^ctecl 
you  were  losing  more  than  you  could  conveni- 
ently pay,  though  I  did  not  think  it  was  quite 
so  bad  as  you  have  told  me-  So  now  that's 
settled,  and  I  'm  heartily  glad  I  've  had  it  in 
my  power  to  do  you  this  serricc." 

Mr.  Deunis  was  of  course  overwhelmed  witli 
gratitude  at  this  generous  conduct,  but  his 
benefactor,  who  had  no  wish  to  prolong  the 
e.l  htm  in  the  nui.ist  of  lils  ardeut 


11 


CHAPTER  II. 

Had  not  the  ridicoloos  failure  of  mj  Quix- 
otic attempt  to  refonn  the  abuses  of  an  ill- 
reguhnted  household  been  of  too  recent  occur- 
rence, I  might  haye  felt  impelled  by  my  great 
virtue  to  check  the  waste  and  plunder  which 
jnevailed  among  the  domestics  of  Lord  Leigh- 
ton.  I  could  not  indeed  forbear  from  throwing 
out  an  insinuation  which  my  lord  inmiediately 
took,  but  assured  me  that  I  might  spare  any 
allusion  to  that  subject,  as  he  had  long  been 
aware  that  he  was  cheated  by  his  servants, 
and  had  made  up  his  mind  that  it  was  prefer- 
able to  lose  a  few  hundreds  a-year  in  this 
way  than  to  worry  his  temper  and  occupy  his 
time  by  quarrelling  about  the  candle-ends  and 
cheese-parings.     This  rebuke  of  course  silenced 
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me,  nnd  I  resolved  that,  as  I  couJd  not  prevent, 
I  might  as  well  take  my  ebare  of  the  spoiJ. 

Contrary,  however,  to  my  nsual  practice,  ou 
the  present  occasion  I  had  little  regard  to  the 
main  chance.  The  allurements  of  pleasure,  and 
the  charms  of  elejjant  society,  possessed  me 
<]uite.  All  the  leisure  hours  which  my  Juha 
ilid  not  engross,  were  spent  at  dinner-parties, 
balls,  and  the  bill  lard- table ;  so  that,  far  &om 
hoardiuji;  my  perquisites,  I  was  out  of  pocket 
by  my  amusements.  Bat  I  caimot  eay  tliat 
I  look    back   upon   that   period  with   regret ;    I 
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of  his  tribe,  was  tte  best-natured,  ciyil,  obliging 
fellow  in  the  world,  and  was  ever  ready  to 
acconunodate  me  with  an  order  on  the  fish- 
monger, and,  in  the  most  handsome  manner, 
to  ojflfer  his  services  wheneyer  I  wished  to  enter- 
tain a  small  party.  As  for  the  butler,  he  and 
I  were  sworn  friends ;  so  that  I  conld  always 
give  my  guests  an  excellent  bottle  of  wine. 

The  parties  at  our  hoose,  in  coarse  of  time, 
acquired  the  character  of  being  among  the  most 
rechtrcki  things  in  town.  By  dint  of  rigid  ex- 
clusiyism,  and  open  ridicule  and  contempt  of 
all  who  did  not  belong  to  what  we  chose  to 
style  our  set,  we  attained  this  celebrity,  and 
became  at  once  the  admiration  and  the  detes- 
tation of  the  rest  of  the  world.  I  belieye 
that  I  and  my  Julia  may  claim  the  merit  of 
haying  achieved  this  reputation  ;  my  predecessor 
was  a  mere  roti^,  who  preferred  pleasure  to 
fiishion,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
in  low  company.  Mr.  Patterson,  the  house- 
steward,  was  a  good  easy  man,  but  had  hitherto 
not  lived  in  the  best  society ;  and  as  to  Mrs. 
Potts,  the  housekeeper,  she  was  fat  and  vulgar. 
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and  tlierefure  decidedly  imprjicticablo.  But  m 
Julia  Peck  I  found  a  kiudred  spirit ;  she  «'U8 
altogettier  Buperfme ;  there  were,  indeed,  very 
few  persoiia  that  she  would  condescend  tu  speiik 
to;  and,  wlien  1  first  entered  the  family,  she 
looked  cveu  upon  me  with  disdain ;  I  believe 
it  was  her  charming  insoleuce  that  first  made 
an  impression  upon  my  heart.  Our  subsequent 
coalition  wrought  these  heneticial  effects ;  we 
were  fired  with  the  noble  ambition  of  being 
leaders  of  Ion,  and  we  accomplished  our  object. 
Mr.  Patterson  was  easily  moulded  to  our  views. 
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viduab  redolent  of  gin^  with  swaggering  gaits, 
and  sinister  aspects,  who  ogled  the  house-maids, 
ate  with  their  kniyes,  and  sometimes,  it  was 
whispered,  pocketed  the  silver  forks.  The  su- 
perior taste  of  Miss  Peck  and  her  humble 
coadjutor  resolved  to  reform  this  altogether. 
Henceforth  we  proposed  to  receive  none,  save 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  most  eminent 
fashionables.  These,  indeed,  were  not  easy  of 
access,  and  were  especially  difficult  to  us,  on 
account  of  the  bad  name  which  the  house  had 
obtained  by  the  practices  above  mentioned. 
But  what  vrill  not  perseverance  effect?  Miss 
Peck,  who  had  hitherto  been  kept  in  compara- 
tive obscurity  by  the  second-rate  circle  in  which 
she  was  condemned  to  move,  now  procured 
better  introductions,  and  we  mutually  helped 
each  other  on.  Her  beauty  and  languishing 
refinement  made  a  great  sensation,  and  she  was 
acknowledged  a  reigning  belle ;  but  I  am  con- 
cerned to  say  that,  in  the  same  proportion  as 
my  manners  refined,  my  morals  deteriorated  by 
this  mode  of  living. 

Such,  alas !  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 


16 


FITZ-WIGGINS. 


the  advance  of  civilization.  A  friendship  which 
1  formed  at  this  time  was  alone  wantiug,  effect- 
ually to  detach  my  lingering  footsteps  from  the 
paths  of  virtue.  My  new  iJIy  was  one  of  the 
most  briUiant  characters  of  second-hand,  hij^ 
life.  He  was  a  fellow  of  infinite  wit,  the  Sfaeri^ 
dan  of  the  world  of  valets  and  abig^ls.  Like 
his  illustrious  prototype,  Mr.  O'Dieoae  (he 
was  of  Milesian  origin  also)  was  a  borrower, 
and  the  greatest  proficient  I  ever  knew  is  that 
most  useful  and  highly  cnltivated  art.  Sncb 
was  his  surprising  genius,  that  he  actually  made  it 
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edlj  tried  to  laugh  it  off  as  a  joke.  The 
greenhorn,  however,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monstrances of  his  firiends,  persevered  in  his 
appUcation,  swearing  that  he  would  not  be  dam 
out  of  his  money.  O^Dienne,  thereupon,  bor- 
rowed the  dross  from  a  bystander,  and  paid 
the  dun.  The  consequence  was,  that  this  rash 
young  fellow^s  prospects  in  life  were  blasted. 
He  was  immediately  cut,  and  losing  his  situa- 
tion soon  after  this  circumstance,  such  order 
was  taken  to  prevent  him  getting  another  place, 
that  he  was  eventually  obliged  to  leave  Lon- 
don. 

Had  not  this  anecdote  been  related  to  me 
by  way  of  a  friendly  warniug,  it  is  possible 
that  my  strong  repugnance  to  lending  might 
have  resisted  even  the  captivating  solicitation 
of  O^Dienne,  who  very  soon  distinguished  me 
by  this  mark  of  his  favour.  I  say  diatinguiah'- 
edj  for  I  subsequently  learned  that  he  was  by 
no  means  indiscriminate  in  his  applications. 
He  repudiated  the  vulgar  notion  that  one  man^s 
money  is  as  good  as  another^s. 

Had  he  been  selfish,  cold-hearted,  and  un- 


kiiowlcdirod  tlie  personal  obligatic 
sometimes  supposed  to  be  incurred 
he  considered  that  the  lender  had 
his  countenance  and  protection;  i 
far  from  exehuiTB  in  hia  ideas,  1 
of  course,  cfaooae  to  extend  to  c 
ckim  of  this  natore. 

I  am  happy  to  be  aUe  to  lecc 
deeming  trait  on  the  part  of  my  1 
was,  I  fiear,  sadly  deficient  in 
branch  of  morality.  It  was  said, 
not  without  tmthi  that  many  a  ct 
nated  at  the  Old  Bailey,  was  ow 
precept  and  example  of  this  genttem 
was  certainly  an  air  of  ioiiAosiie, 
ness  about  the  man,  whieh,  oomUn 
wit  and  knowledire  of  IiIa.  vm  ki^ 
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to  affect  the  most  offenjuTe  oi  aU  cbaracten, 
that  of  a  yonthftd  hardened  libertine*  Hi4[h 
pily  for  me,  I  retained  a  few  grains  of  pru- 
dence and  moralitj,  which  preserved  me  from 
the  faie  which  nsoally  befell  Mr.  O^Dienne^s 
prot^^.  Amidst  aU  mj  foUies  and  extrava- 
gancesy  I  could  not  be  induced  either  to  handle 
the  dice-box,  or  to  set  np  a  mistress.  I  had 
soon  reason  to  congratulate  myself  for  my  firm- 
ness upon  these  points,  since  they  at  length 
brought  my  friend  to  ruin,  notwithstanding  all 
his  boasted  talent  and  address.  Nay,  it  was 
one  of  these  treacherous  accomplishments  which 
proTed  the  immediate  cause  of  his  destruction. 
To  enable  him  to  continue  his  visits  to  the 
gaming-table  and  answer  the  insatiable  de- 
mands of  his  nymph,  O'Dienne  had,  for  some 
time  past,  availed  himself  of  a  dangerous  art 
which  he  possessed,  namely,  that  of  imitative 
calligraphy — in  other  words,  he  had,  from  time^ 
to  time,  forged  checks  upon  his  gentleman'^s 
bankers. 

Mr.  Hayihome  was  a  young  gentleman  who 
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had  more  money  than  wit,  and  who  never, 
if  he  could  help  it,  Buffered  liimsclf  to  be  di- 
verted from  pleasure  hy  business ;  O'Dienne. 
encouraged  by  impunity,  and  pressed  by  jre- 
quent  need,  grew  less  cireunispect  in  his  irre- 
gular practices ;  in  consequence  of  which,  Mr. 
H.  was  one  momiug-  favoured  with  a  visit 
by  one  of  the  partners  of  the  banking-honse 
with  which  he  did  bueiDess,  who  took  the 
liberty  of  asking  him  whether  such  and  such 
Bnms,  which  appeared  on  the  debtor  aide  of 
his   nccount    had    been    drawn    by   him.     Mr. 
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moment,  and  effected  his  e8c^>e  to  Liveir- 
pool,  before  the  ferrets  of  Bow  Street  oonld 
be  set  to  work.  He  reached  the  laud  of  free* 
dom  in  safety,  and  Mr.  Hajthome,  who 
hated  trouble  and  ^kt»  was  content  to  stand 
the  loss. 


CHAPTER  III. 


This  iclairchscmfnt  waa  the  nine  daye*  won- 
der of  the  subterranean  circles,  and  a  greal 
deal  of  sincere  iudignatian  was  vented  againsf 
the  lapsed  valet  by  several  of  the  fraternity, 

who  fi-ared  that  this  "  untoward  evt-iit"  m'lgh' 
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and  generous,  to  pnnish  me  for  the  feilings 
of  my  friends.  He  alluded,  however,  to  the 
transaction  one  day  when  I  was  assisting  at 
his  toilet ;  gaily  observing,  after  his  fashion, 
thset  he  could  live  free  fiom  suspicion  that  his 
aervants  forged  upon  him,  since  hi9  banken 
could  no  longer  be  induced  to  honour  his  real 
autograph. 

I  took  salutary  warning,  however,  from  this 
eircQmstance,  and  determined  that  henceforth 
tny  deviations  from  the  path  of  rectitude, 
should  not  be  such  as  were  irreparable.  I 
£d  but  little  violence  to  my  nature  by  re- 
stricting it  within  the  boundary  of  this  excel- 
lent resolution,  and  I  gladly  returned  to  the 
eoltivation  of  an  ex^juisite  exclusivism,  which 
was  more  germane  to  my  taste  than  the  de- 
bauchery in  which  I  had  been  recently  engaged. 
My  diaripttted  conduct,  however,  had  well  nigh 
lost  me  the  affections  of  Miss  Peck ;  for^  in 
a  rash  moment,  prompted  by  the  libertinisM 
of  O^Diennei,  I  had  ventured  to  propound  di9- 
hommrable  love  to  that  immaculate  fisdr,  and 
received  fbf  my  pains   a  severe  repulse,  and 
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an  emphatic  assuranco  iLat  my  baseneee  luul 
for  ever  efiaeeil  my  image  from  licr  heart. 
Rendered  calloua  by  profligacy,  I  heard  my 
fete  wilh  calm  resignation.  I  never  even  fell 
at  her  feet,  nor  intimated  my  intention  to  com- 
mit ^efo  dt  ae.  I  merely  epread  my  band  npon 
my  breast,  and  with  a  graceful  obeisance,  an- 
nooDced  myself  ae  the  most  miaerable  of  man- 
kind under  her  displeasure.  Piqued  at  this 
behaviour,  the  fair  Julia  broke  forth  into  an 
invective  which,  oa  it  might  be  thought  by 
some   fji.^tiJioua  reader  to  coatnin  epitheta  and 
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her  father.  This  pantomimic  flirtation  •— for 
such  it  was,  as  neither  partj  understood  the 
language  in  which  the  other  spoke — tortured 
my  bosom  with  the  bitterest  pangs  of  jealousy, 
although  a  stranger  might  have  reasonably  sup- 
posed that  the  extravagant  gestures  and  gri- 
maces, the  satyr-like  grin  with  which  the  Pa- 
risian gloated  upon  the  object  of  his  admira- 
tion ;  and  above  all,  the  pestiferous  exhalations 
of  his  sighs  must  have  excited  ridicule  or  dis- 
gust, rather  than  any  softer  sentiment.  But 
I  could  not  behold  the  beautiful  Julia  gazing 
on  the  grotesque  features  of  this  animal,  and 
endeavouring  to  understand,  or  to  appear  to 
understand,  his  unintelligible  chatter  and  gesti- 
culations, without  pain ;  for  who  shall  set 
bounds  to  the  caprice  of  womankind  ?  and  might 
not  this  creature  be,  as,  in  fact,  I  heard  he  in- 
sinuated that  he  was,  a  caprice  of  Miss  Peck'^s  ? 
After  several  vain  attempts  to  be  an  uncon- 
cerned spectator  of  their  proceedings,  I  ven- 
tured to  remonstrate  with  the  young  lady  upon 
the  bad  taste  which  she  exhibited  in  admitting 
the  attentions  of  this    Frenchman,  and  upon 
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which  I  informed  her,  as  a  &icnd,  that  the  < 
world  were  not  sparing'  of  their  remarks.  Alias 
Peck  answered  heroically  that  she  despised  tha 
censoriousuess  of  the  world,  and  required  ao 
advice  from  me  as  to  the  regulation  of  her  con-  ! 
dact.  I  then  reproached  her  for  her  cruelty, 
and  made  a  plaintire  appeal  to  past  recollec- 
tions, which  brought  on  a  very  moTing  ecene. 
She  threw  herself  into  my  arms,  wept  upon  my 
bosom,  and  told  me  that  we  must  part  for  erer, 
for  such  was  the  irrevocable  decree  of  1 
boluv. 


FITZ-WIGGIN8.  27 

from  me,  and  my  mind  was  distracted  by  a 
thousand  conjectnres.  None  of  them,  how* 
ever,  approached  the  tmth  which  another  week 
developed.  Lady  Leighton  eloped  with  an  of- 
ficer of  the  Ouards ;  she  was  accompanied  by 
her  faithful  friend  and  confidant  Miss  Peck; 
and  her  ladyship^s  gallant  was  attended  by  the 
French  valet,  whose  intercourse  with  my  Julia 
had  caused  me  so  much  uneasiness. 

The  first  intimation  jthat  I  received  of  this 
event  was  very  abrupt  and  unexpected.  Early 
one  morning,  before  I  had  finished  my  first  sleep, 
a  housemaid  broke  into  my  bedroom  with  a 
noise  which  immediately  put  Morpheus  to  flight, 
and  in  breathless  accents,  exclaimed,  '^  Oh,  do 
ye  get  up  this  moment,  Mr.  Wiggins,  lard  love 
ye ;  here  ^s  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish !  My  lady 
never  comed  home  last  night,  and  ^t  is  report- 
ed as  how  she  ^s  argone  ofi*  with  a  dragon  hof- 
ficer  of  the  Gords  !  and  Miss  Peck,  she  ^s  gone 
with  her;  and  here^s  a  passel,  which  Mary 
found  in  her  bedroom,  and  which,  she  says, 
IB  directed  for  you.*\  With  this,  she  handed 
me  a  small  brown-paper  packet,  addressed,  sure 
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Bnoagh,  to  mjaelf,  in  the  handwriting  of  tfio 

fair  Julift. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  lingering  hoase- 
maid  to  quit  the  apartment,  and  proceeded 
with  great  anxiety  and  curiosity  to  investi- 
gate tlie  contents.  Upon  tearing  off  the  wrap- 
per, I  found  another  of  lesB  coarse  materials, 
and  which,  to  my  surprize,  exhibited  a  some- 
what oleaginous  appearance.  I  removed  this 
and  two  other  envelopes,  each  of  whicli  was 
etill  more  unctuous  than  its  immediate  pre- 
dece.a.sor.  when  T  ciiue  to  a  letter  and  a  siih- 
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ation  with  my  lady,  who  is  the  best  of  ladies, 
and  the  more'^s  the  pity  that  she  should  be 
oblegeed,  by  cruel  fat,  to  becom  an  unfortinat 
female  wich  she  is  now  becom  in  consequence 
<^  having  doped  with  Colnel  Calloway  of  the 
granodeer  gards,  wich  nobody  can  wonder  at 
who  knows  how  she  was  neglected  by  my  lord, 
who,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  went  after  other 
totmsnfn,  and  neglected  his  true  and  lawful  wif. 
O  Mr.  Wiggins,  if  you  had  been  but  true  to 
me,  you  might  have  been  spared  the  torchure 
€{  now  knowing  that  I  am  about  to  becom  the 
tot/*  of  another.  But  you  may  thank  your  own 
deaolat  conduck  for  it  all.  Ever  since  you 
becam  friends  with  that  Mr.  O'^Jane,  you  lost 
all  your  modesty,  and  becam  impidint  and  de- 
Molat,  wich  lost  you  my  affecions,  wich  you 
could  not  have  cared  much  about  to  have  gone 
on  in  that  deaolat  manner.  But  that  ^s  all  gone 
by  now,  and  we  must  nivir  think  of  each 
other  mor,  and  I  donH  wish  to  reproch  you 
with  the  passed,  I  own  your  inswinuating 
maners  made  an  impreshun  on  my  virgin  hart ; 
but  when  I  found  you  turned  out  desolat,  I 
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Monshiire  le  Bow,  is  the  appy  ma 
have  me.  Though  he  is  Aforeener 
gentetl  fa$$inaimg  maa,  and  sev 
mj  acqnamtaaoe  woaU  ha^is  glad 
him  if  he  wodd  hkfB  had  them 
none  of  your  gaUaM^  gttjf,  £of  JktfM 
gins,  and  ne?w  wooU  bef  divvied 
love  bj  any  of  theie  direii  chan 
Bow  and  me  anA  to  reaide  in  P 
keep  a  tifffee.  We  an  all  goSBg 
that  ddigktfid  €ttf4iai^  and  I  &opc 
this  cornea  to  hand  ir»  dhaD  be  on 
so  praj  ten  aay  lofd  It  yfBi  ba  i 
erer  to  piuibMe  m^  aa  mf^mkf\ 
niver  to  bo  iim  from  the  aiaw  < 
who  meaui  to  malitf  aft  Aomtff  w 
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^*  I  have  taken  the  libberty  to  inclose  a  lock 
of  mj  hair^  which,  I  hope,  wUl  prove  except- 
iEtble  to  keep  for  my  sake,  I  hope,  Mr.  Wig^ 
gins,  you  won't  think  I  have  nsed  70a  ill  in 
this  transaction  with  Monshnre  Le  Bow  ;  but, 
as  my  lady  made  me  her  cor^dent  and  merkery 
between  her  and  the  colnel,  and  mad  it  a 
pint  with  me  to  tuppart  and  assist  her  in  this 
irialj  I  couldn't  refuse  so  good  a  lady,  and  as 
I  was  an  unperttcted  female^  and  the  sensorus 
world  might  make  free  with  my  cracter  in  con* 
Btquence^  I  thought  it  better  that  I  should 
accep  the  colnel's  grashus  offer  to  marry  Mon- 
flhure  Le  Bow,  wich  I  diould  not  have  looked 
at  if  I  hadn't  been  afraid  of  my  crackter  being 
impleeaUd  in  this  tra$uaction.  If  ever  you  come 
to  Parris,  I  hope  you  will  give  me  a  call.  I 
will  trouble  you  with  another  line,  please  God, 
when  I  am  settled.     Pray,  except  my  luv. 

**  I  remain  your  obedient, 

*'  Julia  Peck." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

It  became  my  painful  duty  to  communi- 
cate tliis  nupleaeaut  iutelligeuce  to  my  lord. 
He  manifested  a  slight  shock  when  the  mat- 
ter was  first   broacfied ;    hut   quickly  recovei^ 

jclf.    aJTectcd   to   receive  it    with   ijreat 
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firom  his  thoughts.  He  did  not  seclude  himself 
from  society  a  single  day  in  consequence  ;  the 
world  was  not  backward  in  condemning  the 
heartlessness  and  indecency  of  this  conduct. 
Some  even  went  so  far  as  to  surmise  that 
the  elopement  of  Lady  Leighton  was  con- 
nived at  by  my  lord. 

Nothing  could  be  further  from  truth  and  jus- 
tice than  these  censures  and  suspicions.      His 
lordship   could    not   always    wear   the    mask, 
and  it  sometimes  happened  to  me  to  be  pre^ 
sent  when  it  was  laid  aside.     Deep  sighs  would 
then  bespeak  the  grief  which  lay  at  the  bot- 
tom of  his  heart,  and  when  he  gazed  on  three 
lovely  children   who   bore  his  name,   born  in 
wedlock,    indeed,    but    of  dubious  parentage, 
the    agony   of   his  feelings    more    than    once 
burst  forth  in   tears.     It  was  evident  that  he 
dared   not  obey  the   yearnings  of  his  nature, 
lest  he  should  caress  the  offspring  of  his  dis- 
honour.    Upon    investigation,    there    appeared 
ground  for  supposing  that  her  ladyship^s  in- 
fidelity was  not  of  recent  date,   but  unfortu- 
nately no  evidence  was  forthcoming  as  to  the 
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precise  period  when  she  ceased  to  be  virtoons. 
Lord  Leighton''8  mieerj  wonid  hare  been  great- 
ly alleviated  could  either  of  his  children  have 
been  exempted  from  the  possibility  of  being; 
Hupposititiona ;  but  there  was  no  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  eldeBt-bom,  and  heir  apparent, 
must  be  his  own  child.  There  is  perhaps  none 
of  the  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir  more  cmi-Hy 
torturing  tlian  thia  ;  time  can  soothe  every  other 
afiliction  save  this  one,  which  mnat  of  ne- 
cessity endure  the  life  of  the  putative  father 
or  child,  and  may  cling  to  an  illustrious  name 
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n^ch  I  witneesed  two  exeoations  in  the  house. 
In  less  than  two  yean  after  Lady  Leighton^ 
dopement,  my  lord  owed  upwards  of  six  yean 
purchase  of  his  income  ;  his  estate  was  so 
strictly  entailed,  that  he  could  neither  raise 
money  on  mortgage,  nor  cut  a  stick  of  timber ; 
and  his  health  was  so  much  impaired,  that 
he  found  it  impossible  to  effect  an  assurance 
of  his  life.  His  old  allies,  the  Jews,  therefore^ 
would  no  longer  listen  to  him  upon  any  terms ; 
consequently,  Lord  Leighton,  sometime  one 
of  the  most  potential  memben  of  high  life, 
was  left,  deserted  by  all  his  brilliant  friends 
and  acquaintances,  in  a  state  bordering  upon 
destitution* 

I  was  the  only  one  of  those  who  had 
basked  in  the  sunshine  of  his  prosperity,  that 
now  adhered  to  his  fidlen  fortunes.  It  was 
left  to  me  to  take  care  that  he  did  not  die 
of  absolute  neglect,  in  the  obscure  lodging  whi- 
ther I  had  removed  him,  when  excluded  from 
his  mansion  in  Grosvenor  Street.  Had  not  the 
privilege  of  his  rank  protected  him,  those  cre- 
ditors, who  had  never  in  his  better  days  ap- 
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proachcd  liia  presence  save  with  the  most 
obsequious  adnlatioQ,  would  ItM*  J«ft  hia'  t» 
rot  in  a  gaol.  I  nerer  i 
or  atteotios  to  be  in  the  ki 
ed  bj  ilia  adversity,  but  remained  witb  Lim 
until  Ilia  death,  which  was  precipitated  by 
care,  in  conjunction  nith  the  yfiects  of  a  de- 
bauched hfe.  No  Booner  waa  bis  lordship 
bejond  the  reach  of  mortal  aid,  or  negligence, 
than  some  relatives  came  forward,  prompted, 
I  fear,  more  by  family  pride  than  any  respect 
for  the   deceased,   to   grace   his  remaiua   nith 
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CHAPTER  V. 

PooB  Lord  Leighion^s  death  took  place  to- 
wards the  close  of  a  protracted  season,  and 
a  few  days  before  the  Association  rose  for  the 
session ;  a  period,  I  need  hardly  observe,  when 
a  man  would  least  wish  to  find  himself  out  of 
place,  since  small  was  his  chance  of  getting 
employment  for  many  months.  Moreover,  the 
times  wore  a  gloomy  aspect ;  recent  events  had 
alarmingly  increased  the  growing  disposition 
to  vilify  the  menial  aristocracy, —  I  allude  more 
particularly  to  that  unfortunate  business  of 
O'Dienne's.  The  backslidings  of  a  function- 
ary so  eminent  had  produced  a  great  sensa- 
tion, and  had  led  to  inquiry,  the  result  of 
which,  as  I  have  before  noticed,  was  to  impli- 
cate persons  in  every  department,  from  the 
steward^s  room  to  the  scullery.     Such  an  ex- 
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pos<!  at  any  tirae  could  not  have  felled  to  be 
damaging,  but  coincident  with  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  depreciate,  it  went  to  afiect  the  very 
existence  of  our  order.  The  clamour  which 
liad  always  been  more  or  less  prevalent  against 
the  npper  classes  of  our  community  for  their 
alleged  immorality,  rapacity,  insolence,  and 
aiotb  had  now  become  louder  than  ever.  Per- 
sons who  had  been  accustomed  to  consider 
us  as  necessary  evils,  began  openly  to  express 
their  doubts  that  society  could  go  on  without 
ua  ;    and    many    more,    wilh    whom    we    had 
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they  were  sometimes  derisiyelj  called  by  their 
opponents^  in  aQusion  to  their  views  upon  a 
question  which  had  been  made  the  Shibboleth 
of  opinion,  •—  loudly  asserted  that  matters  had 
been  brought  to  this  pass  solely  by  the  hi* 
goted  obstinacy  of  the  majority  in  reftising  to 
listen  to  their  counsels  ;  while  these,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  confidently  maintained  that  the 
pemioious  doctrines  and  mean  popularity-hunt- 
ing practices  of  the  Opposition  had  led  to 
this  perilous  state  of  affairs*  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  to  be  expected  that  a  trial 
of  strength  would  take  place,  and  accordingly 
the  leader  of  opposition  gave  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion. 

On  the  important  day  there  was,  for  the 

time  of  year,  an  imusually  full  attendance  of 
members ;  and  the  greatest  excitement  pre- 
vailed until  the  moment  when  the  Chairman 
called  upon  Mr.  Diggles,  who  rose  amidst  pro- 
found silence. 

After  the  usual  prefatory  recital  of  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  pain  and  embarrass- 
ment under  which  he  was  placed,  and  conse- 
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quent  claims  njioii  the  indulgence  of  Iiis  audi- 
ence, the  honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to 
draw  an  appalling  picture  of  the  present 
Htate  and  prospects  of  the  Association.  He 
said  tliej  had  entirely  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  public.  Numerous  estjtblislunoDls  had 
been  greatly  reduced,  and  very  many  mi^ht 
be  said  to  have  been  wholly  broken  up.  Ab- 
senteeism had  increased  to  a  frightful  extent ; 
some  of  the  first  families  choosing  to  emigrate 
rather  than  eudure  any  longer  the  tyranny  and 
profligacy  of  their  servants.     (Here  the  honour- 
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He  repeated  that  they  were  servants,  paid  ser- 
vants, whose  dutj  it  was  —  whose  dnty,  and 
aothing  more,  it  was — ^to  be  honest,  industrious, 
and  respectful.  (The  speaker  was  again  inter- 
rupted by  ironical  cheers,  cries  of  oh,  oh !  mur- 
murs of  disgust,  and  a  few  faint  Hears  !)  He 
knew  that  his  language  was  unpalatable,  and 
he  considered  it  one  of  the  worst  symptoms  of 
the  corrupt  condition  into  which  they  were 
fallen  that  they  could  not  bear  to  be  reminded 
of  their  real  character  and  duties.  He  wished 
to  introduce  no  democratic  innovations;  he 
thought  the  institution  of  first  and  second  tables, 
a  wise  and  salutary  institution ;  he  did  not  wish 
to  do  away  with  that — far  from  it.  He  was 
not  against  a  major-domo ;  he  thought  him  a 
useful  and  even  necessary  officer ;  he,  for  one, 
would  not  abolish  him.  But  what  he  wanted 
was,  to  do  away  with  sinecures,  and  establish 
the  principle  that  no  man  should  be  eligible 
to  that  Association,  or  entitled  to  its  protection, 
who  did  not  earn  his  salary  in  actual  service. 
He  could  not,  of  course,  nor  did  he  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  silly  vanity  of  individuals 
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who  mi^ht   feci  pleasure  in  limng;  their  halls 
with  what  vore  called  shon^men  and  sapmnn- 
merarif 8 ;  but  he  contt^nded  that  snch  nseloEt   . 
and  dissolute  jiersons  should  not  be  permitted  \ 
to  bring  diacicdit  upon  the  Asaociation  by  theis  ' 
profligate  and  insolent  habita.     He  would  dis> 
qualify   and    discountenance    them   altogether. 
The  Jionourable  gentleman  thought  also   that 
the  practice  of  putting  heads  of  families  to  th«  j 
ban  for  breach  of  privilege,  was  become  a  crylny  J 
abuse.     Every  gentleman   whose   mireaaoB 
demands  were  not  complied  with,  or  who  c 
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this  pnTilege^  but  it  was  a  weapon  that  should 
be  used  sparinglj,  and  with  great  caution, 
lytherwise  it  wonld  assuredly  be  turned  back 
«p<Hi  their  own  bosoms.  (Hear,  hear .')  What 
he  wished  to  see  established  was,  a  real  and 
mutual  responsibility  between  them  and  their 
patrons,  not  the  one-sided  redproeity  which 
then  existed ;  and  he  trusted  the  day  was  not 
far  distant  when  this  great  principle  should  be 
reeognized,  that  fidelity  to  their  employers  was 
the  best  calculated  to  insure  the  truest  and 
most  lasting  prosperity  to  themselves.  (Hear !) 
The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  by  moving 
a  string  of  resolutions  embodying  the  principle 
topics  of  his  q>eech. 

The  motion  having  been  seconded,  several 
members  rose ;  but  a  tidl  majestic  figure,  some- 
wiiat  inclining  to  embonpoint^  with  a  splendid- 
powdered  head,  and  a  white  waistcoat,  having 
oanght  the  Chairman^s  eye,  proceeded  to  ad- 
diem  the  Association. 

The  honourable  gentleman  would  not  detain 
them  many  minutes;  but  he  could  not  resist 
mying  a  few  words  on  behalf  of  a  body  of  men 
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who  liad  been  severely,  aod  as  he  thought,  most 
unjustly,  reflected  on  by  the  hoaooiable  gentle- 
man. He  alluded  to  those  gentlemen  whose 
superior  personal  endowments  gave  them  a 
certain  station  in  every  distinguished  and  well- 
regulated  family.  He  could  «ay  from  his  own 
experience  of  those  gentlemen,  that  no  class  of 
persons  bore  their  faculties  more  meekly.  (Hear, 
and  laughter.)  He  would  repeat,  that  con- 
sidering the  temptatioDS  to  which  tfaey  were 
exposed — (liear,  hear,  hear  !) — consideTiiig,  he 
said,   the  temptations  to  which  they  were  ex- 
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put  down  men  of  figare  and  fashion,  would  be 
treated  with  the  contempt  which  it  deserved. 
(Hear,  hear !) 

Mr.  Painter  was  not  sorry  that  he  had  given 
way  to  his  honourable  firiend  who  had  just  sat 
down;  for  his  modest  and  manly  defence  of 
the  body  of  which  he  was  once  a  distinguished 
ornament,  could  not  fail  to  make  an  impression 
on  the  Association.  He  believed,  however, 
that  the  defence  was  unnecessary.  (Hear, 
hear !)  It  was  evident  that  the  attack  upon  < 
that  magnificent  corps  was  only  a  part  of  the 
insidious  system,  the  end  and  aim  of  which 
was  the  subversion  of  the  Association.  (Hear, 
hear,  hear !)  He  would  ask  what  would  be- 
come of  aristocratic  state — of  opulent  display — 
if  these,  their  prominent  features,  the  pillars, 
he  might  say,  of  their  grandeur,  were  to  be 
removed  ?  What  could  be  more  dignified  or 
imposing  than  the  stately  symmetry,  arrayed 
in  good  apparel,  of  these  showmen,  or  super- 
numeraries, as  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
pleased,  sarcastically,  to  term  them  ?  How 
imperfect  would  be  my  lady^s  well-appointed 
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equipnge  wiiliout  the  finishing  stroke, —  the  tafl.  1 
squire  with  the  gold-headed  cane,  han^ag'  1 
gracefully  from  the  standards  !  how  poor^  J 
would  my  lord's  eideboard  show,  nnHankeil  hjr  J 
these  appendages !  And  was  ho  to  be  told,  i 
forsooth  I  that,  bccaose  these  gentlemen  did  nol  4 
shine  as  polishers  of  silver  spoons  and  mahogany  1 
tables,  they  were  to  be  regarded  as  sinecurists  ?  1 
Far  be  it  from  him  to  I'ntertaiu  such  low  oar-  I 
row-minded  opinions.  Nay,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  much  as  he  esteemed  the  mechanical 
memht>rs  of  the  profeswion,  he  could  not  com- 
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diyided  that   party  into  three  classes  ;    first, 
Those  who,  having  made  their  fortunes  by  the 
▼ery  practices  which  they  now  so  loudly  con- 
demned, were  about  to  retire  from  the  pro- 
fession ;   secondly,  Those  who  being  shut  out 
by  the  meanness  of  their  abilities  from  attaining 
rank  and  eminence,  wished  to  bring  everybody 
else  down  to  their  level ;  and,  thirdly,  Traitors, 
(he  could  not  designate  them  by  apy  milder 
term,)  who  on  some  hypocritical  pretence,  or 
from  some  criminal  motive,  were  in  the  interests 
of  their  employers,   contrary  to  those   of  the 
Association.    He  then  adverted  to  the  good  old 
times  when  English  noblemen  and    gentlemen 
kept  up  twice  the  number  of  retainers  that  they 
did  now ;  and  contrasted  the  liberal  hospitality 
of  those  days,  with  the   reduced  and  shabby 
way  of  living  at  present  in  vogue.     He  thought 
that  retrenchment  had  gone  as  far  as  it  could 
go,  consistently  with  carrying  on  the  government 
and  constitution.     He  begged  to  assure  the  As- 
sociation,  that   he   yielded   to   no   man   as  a 
staunch  practical  reformer.     He  was  old  enough 
to  recollect  the  time  of  vaiU.     He  was  free  to 
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conffss,  that  the  extent  to  which  they  h&d  l*«Hi 
carrieil  was  an  abuse.  No  man  could  thmi  Af- 
ford to  visit  much  at  his  friends*  housea,  anie<B 
lie  poasesseil  a  conaidurable  fortune,  lie  rect^ 
lerted  a  proposition  Iiaving  been  made  to  relia-'! 
quish  some  of  the  most  unjuatifinbic  of  tbeM 
vails ;  and,  he  verily  behevei),  if  that  pro|MM»- 
tion  had  been  yielded  to,  the  system  itself  migirt 
have  been  preserved  to  that  day.  But  it 
overruled,  as  he  thought,  unwisely ;  the  system 
had  been  overturned,  and  the  coneequeneo  had 
been,  thnt  nil    liberality  and   generosity  in   the 
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profesmoii,  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be- 
long. Without  making  inyidious  compariaons, 
he  ahould  take  leave  to  say  that,  although  <me 
of  those  humble  individuals  whom  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  very  genteelly,  or 
courteously,  designated  as  plate-polishers,  he 
eonsidered  himself  quite  as  good  a  man  as  the 
honourable  gentleman,  or  any  set  of  empty 
conceited  coxcombs  *  of  whom  he  might  think 
proper  to  become  the  champion.  (Order,  order ! 
and  Hear !) 

Mr.  Painter  explained. 

A  long,  and  not  veiy  animated  debate  en- 
sued. One  honourable  gentleman  entered  into 
a  tedious  harangue,  to  show  that  they  had 
never  prospered  since  flour  and  pomatum  had 
been  superseded  by  natural  hair  and  beards 
grease.  Another  gentleman,  of  still  more  pro- 
found views,  deprecated  the  narrow  grounds 
within  which  the  question  was  debated;  and 

*  In  consequence  of  these  expressions  a  correspondence 
took  place  between  the  honourable  member,  and  one  of  the 
gentlemen  supposed  to  be  referred  to;  but,  I  am  happy  to 
mjf  the  affair  was  arranged  without  bloodshed,  highly  to 
the  credit  and  satisfiustion  of  both  paitiest 
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wi'i'i    ■..•(•riiiii-   iniir*'    riiliL;lit<-ii«.-il 
I  inn,  and  I  ho  grand  trutli  Avas  no 
^settled,    that    the    more   limitcHl 
h(»ii$ohoKl   ostablishmeiit,   the  bet 
aftair?  conducted.     For  his  own 
pcctod  with  calm  composure  the 
sj>oody  arrival  of  that  day,  when 
winch  he  belonged  would  die  a  b 
merircd    in   the    good   sense   of  r 
steam-machinerv.    I'lie  honourable 
proceeding  in  this  philosophic  str 
wti^  interrupted  by  shouts  of  lauj 
ing,  imitations  of  the  crowing  oi 
whistle  of  a   steam-engine,   and 
nable,  discordant  noises,  which  ol 
resume  his  seat. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

I  Kxxo  not  trouble  the  reader  with  my  opi- 
nions on  this  momentons  question.  The  truth 
is,  my  mind  was  balanced  between  conflicting  ar- 
guments, and  I  thought,  like  the  discreet  knight 
of  De  Corerly,  that  much  was  to  be  said  on 
both  sides.  Besides,  I  was  one  of  that  dif- 
fident class  of  politicians  who  prefer  going  with 
the  nugority,  when  they  renture  to  commit 
themselves  to  an  opinion  or  a  rote.  As  yet, 
I  had  hazarded  neither  in  the  Association  upon 
any  question  of  party  politics,  having  been  con- 
tent with  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  business, 
which  I  had  acquired  as  Chairman  of  the 
C<Hmmttee  of  my  District. 

The  divisions  in  the  councils,  coupled  with 
the  depressed  state  of  the  profession,  afibrded 
me  matter  of  anxious  cogitation,  and  I  seriously 
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doubted  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
transfer  my  talents  to  another  fieJJ.  I  was 
certainly  tired  of  the  life  of  a  fine  gentleman 
valet.  I  had  taken  my  fill  of  pleasure  and 
folly,  and  wse  minded  now  to  redeem  the  time 
and  money  which  I  had  wasted  by  applying 
myself  henceforth  to  the  aggrandizement  of  my 
fortunes  with  as  much  steadiness  and  ingenuity, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  as  mnch  honesty, 
as  might  be  practicable. 

My   necessities  —  for    my   once    flourishlDg 
i  s;idlv  attemiatcd — urged  me  to  lo- 
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unsophisticated  rustics.  Great,  indeed,  was  the 
contrast  between  the  raw  boy  whom  they  had 
sent  abroad  to  seek  his  fortune,  some  ten 
years  ago,  and  the  finished,  and,  indeed,  some- 
what blazi  man  of  the  world,  which  I  now 
considered  myself.  Even  Smallcombe  himself 
in  his  prime,  was,  after  all,  but  a  provincial 
in  comparison  with  me. 

As  my  route  lay  through  Bath,  I  proposed 
to  sojourn  there  a  few  days  for  the  sake  of 
mtdd  lang  syne ;  and  to  make  known  my  pro- 
sperity to  any  of  my  former  acquaintances, 
whom  I  might  happen  to  find  still  yegetating 
in  that  much  calumniated  city.  I  had  been 
informed  that  my  kinsman,  and  quondam  em- 
ployer,  Smallcombe,  had  lately  opened  a  very 
extensive  establishment  at  Bath,  on  the  fruits 
of  a  second  bankruptcy,  which  he  had  accom- 
plished in  London.  Although  I  had  frequently 
passed  his  shop,  which  was  situated  in  a  fa- 
shionable quarter,  I  had  never  renewed  my  ac- 
quaintance with  him  in  town,  by  reason  of  the 
disgust  which  I  still  retained  for  his  fraudulent 
conduct.      But  time  having,  at  length,  extin- 


connection,  he  was  surprised  at  th 
tween  my  former  and  present  co 
immediatdy  reooQeetiiig  himaelf,  1 
praise  dae  to  his  ngadtyinlumiig 
rise  in  life.  Afl  he,  dooMkM^  M 
my  spmeeand  ptmi^tiOBm  apiMi 
wanted  notlnqg  fipflkn  hin^  M  ipvoi 
great  oofdialttyy'fliid  asade  me  in  I 
of  his  senioes.  He  insisted  iqM 
with  him,  that  we  might  taOi  01 
and  mutoallj  leeoimt  the  pcind] 
each  oiher'^  Ktee  nee  we  had  per 
To  this  I  egieedy  and  at  five  b^ei 
to  my  fUend^s  hoose^  where  I  fin 
set  out  with  a  dsgtee  of  Ebeiidi 
worthy  a  gflnHwrtea  -  of  ftrtone. 

hiwitiite  to  flBBr'n^  eonsfai  en 
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down  to  the  repast  with  that  gaiety  of  heart 
whidi  the  sight  of  good  cheer  usually  inspires. 
After  dinner  my  host  produced  a  bottle  of 
excellent  old  port,  and,  inviting  me  to  occupy 
one  of  two  comfortable  leathern  arm-chairs, 
[daoed  at  each  side  of  the  chimney,  called  for 
the  history  of  my  adventures.  I  gratified  his 
wishes  very  copiously ;  and,  barring  some  few 
trifling  suppressions  and  exaggerations,  suggest- 
ed by  self-love,  I  gave  him  a  tolerably  faithful 
narrative.  He  professed  himself  to  be  much 
edified  and  entertained  by  my  memoirs,  and 
complimented  me  on  the  address  and  spirit 
with  which  I  had  hitherto  played  my  part 
in  the  game  of  life.  He  was  pleased  to  add, 
that  I  was  evidently  destined  for,  and  qualified 
to  perform  in,  higher  scenes  than  any  of  those 
in  which  I  had  hitherto  figured.  I  was  flat- 
tered by  an  opinion  which  coincided  with  my 
own,  and  in  rettim  for  my  coosin^s  civility, 
begged  to  be  favoured  with  a  history  of  his 
fortunes  since  we  had  parted  under  such  unto- 
ward circumstances.  He  immediately  complied 
with  my  request. 


'•\*'.'^  t«»    li.'ij>['<'!i   uiliilli  tin'   -j):ico 
1   .-rU]'|M»-i'  yuii  an*  awaiv, — a??  1  )• 
yuii   were  one   of  my  creditors  \u 
commission, — that  I  obtained  mv  c 
paying  one  and  uinepencc  in  the  p 
after   that,   as  you   also   know, 
liouso  in  the  Ilavmarket. — Bv  tl 
it   very  ill  of  you  that   you  nev 
me   a    call,    the    many  years    th 
in  the  actual  neighbourhood. —  A 
not   get   on   very  well   for   want 
connection  iu  London,  and  from 
counter  the  opposition  of  other 
same   line.     But    I   managed   to 
and,  after  a  time,  got  two  or  t] 
trodnctions  to  young  sparks  of  f 
I  gave  to  understand    I   never  ^ 
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up,  and  I  got  the  name  of  a  capital  fellow, 
who  never  asked  for  money.  It  is  a  positive 
&et  that  I  never  sent  in  an  account,  even 
to  a  good  man,  before  he  had  been  three 
jears  in  my  books ;  nor  did  I  ever  press  for 
payment,  until  double  that  time  had  elapsed. 
Of  course  I  found  that  th^  debtor  who  did 
not  pay  in  three  years,  was  less  able  and 
willing  to  book  up  in  six,  when  his  account 
was  swelled  to  double  the  size.  For  a  beginner 
like  me,  who  wanted  to  make  my  footing  sure, 
it  would  not  do  to  take  out  a  writ,  or  even 
dun  for  my  money ;  so,  as  soon  as  the  credit 
side  of  my  account  showed  five  figures,  I  got 
a  friend  to  strike  a  docket,  and  so  I  collected 
my  debts,  and  was  then  ready  for  a  fresh 
start.  That^s  one  way  of  making  a  fortune 
at  the  West-end,  as  you,  of  course,  perfectly 
well  know. 

'*  After  my  affairs  were  settled,  I  found 
myself  weU  enough  off  to  thmk  of  matrimony. 
I  had  been  for  some  time  under  promise  to 
a  very  handsome  young  lady,  whom  a  very  rich 
nobleman  preferred  to  his  own  wife,  and  who 

D  5 
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a-ri'L'(L  that  as  soon  as  we  slionk 
a  certain  sum  in  our  respective  call 
together  as  man  and  wife,  anc 
teel  house  in  the  country.  It  so 
just  after  I  was  gazetted,  the  Maj 
of  my  Eliza.  Luckily,  she  was  , 
situation  which  made  the  article 
to  get  rid  of,  so  he  was  glad  e: 
her  receipt  in  full  of  all  demand 
sand  pounds.  This,  with  a  matt< 
sand  poimds  which  she  had  sa 
earnings,  made  her  a  pretty  good  f 
this,  we  married,  and  six  weeks  j 
I  i '  mony  my  dear  wife  presented  m 

boy,  but  in  so  doing,  unfortunate! 
life. 
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treble  it  in  another  ten  years.  By  that  time  I 
calculated  upon  having  realized  a  handsome  for- 
tune, in  which  case  I  mean  to  retire  and 
bring  my  boy  up  a  gentleman,  especially  as 
there  is  a  considerable  likelihood  of  his  having 
noble  blood  in  his  veins.  My  original  intention 
was  to  start  again  in  London ;  but  upon  second 
considerations,  I  thought  I  should  do  better 
here,  and  so  it  has  turned  out.  I  have  been 
here,  now,  nearly  two  years,  and  have  got 
possession  of  the  largest  trade  in  the  place, 
as  you  may  perceive  by  the  extent  of  my 
establishment/' 


CHAPTER  VII, 


I  coiremAT0iiATlB  wxf  ooaan 
ritjy  and  lacipwartad  all  tliaeoai| 
he  had  paid  mm  ta  my  docterity 
getting  OB  in  iha  wiuld.  Ha  ad 
entitled  to  the  piaiaa  dne  to  iai 
severaaoei  bat  with  gxeat  oaac 
deratiottt  diadaimed  any  mant  fi 
poition  of  Ua  gainap  idueh,  ai 
seired,  waa  owing  to  a  piaoa 
tana  that  aoqglit  hata  happaaej 
I  iaqviiad  after  mjr  old  friend  lii 

«*Ah,  poor  ftDawr  and  8ai 
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were  detected  in  his  accounts.  The  conse- 
quence was  a  voyage  to  New  South  Wales, 
where,  I  understand,  he  has  lately  set  up  in 
business  as  a  banker.  He  is  a  clever  fellow, 
however,  and  sure  to  get  on,  wherever  he 
goes.  He  had  a  good  opinion  of  you,  and 
said  you  were  sure  to  do.  We'll  drink  his 
health,  if  you  please.^ 

In  answer  to  my  inquiry  whether  he  had 
seen,  or  kept  up  any  correspondence  with  my 
£Eumly,  the  only  intelligence  he  could  afibrd  me 
was,  that  my  brother  Bill  had  recently  got 
into  trouble,  and  was,  in  fact,  to  take  his  trial 
ai  the  next  assizes,  on  a  charge  of  embezzle- 
ment brought  against  him  by  his  master.  I 
was  already  aware  that  one  of  my  sisters  had 
become  a  farmer's  wife,  and  that  my  father 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  prosperous  man. 

Of  my  former  friends  and  fellow-shopmen 
he  could  give  no  account,  save  and  except  Pi- 
miny,  who,  to  my  surprise,  he  informed  me, 
no  longer  wore  stiffening  in  his  cravats,  nor 
straps  to  his  pantaloons.  He  was  married  to 
a  pork  butcher's  daughter,  set  up  in  business. 
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uf  all  places  in  tlm  world,  at  Biutol^  and  of 
all  trades,  as  a  hosier  and  woollon  draper ! 
Sinallcombc  himselt',  I  should  obserTe>  was  much 
altered  since  I  had  last  seen  him.  His  face 
bore  marks  of  good  clicer,  which  did  not  at 
all  improve  its  comeliness,  and  hia  stomach,  &«ed 
from  the  restraints  of  girth  and  vest,  was  Baf. 
fered  to  expand  at  ease  in  loosa  and  ample 
garments.  He  must  then,  indeed,  have  been 
considerably  turned  of  forty,  an  age  at  which 
meu  are  prone  to  consult  substantial  comfort, 
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WES  dlent  for  some  mintites,  abstracted  in  ear- 
nest thought,  and  I  sipped  my  wine  without 
disturbing  his  reverie,  which  I  hoped  might  pro* 
doee  some  plan  for  my  welfare. 

^*  I  have  it,^  cried  he,  at  length  slapping  his 
thigh  in  an  ecstasy.  ^^  Simon,  my  boy,  what 
do  you  say  to  setting  up  as  a  swell  at  once  ?^ 

^'  How  do  you  mean  ?^  asked  I,  not  alto- 
gether comprehending  his  proposal. 

*^  Why,  come  gentleman  over  the  nobs  at 
Ba^.  You  Ve  as  fit  for  the  line  as  many  of 
the  chaps  who  wear  out  the  stones  in  Milsom 
S^'eet.  You  say  you  want  to  be  out  of  Lon- 
d(m  for  a  few  months,  and  I  think  you  can^t 
employ  your  leisure  time  better.  You  may 
make  your  fortune,  mun  ;  ten  to  one  you  a^n^t 
smoked,  and  if  you  are,  you  can  but  make  your 
lucky,  and  no  harm  done.^^ 

This  hopeful  scheme  so  xmexpectedly  started, 
caused  me  to  meditate  in  my  turn.  I  did  not 
immediately  perceive  the  profit  to  be  derived 
from  such  a  speculation,  and  I  was  at  first  in- 
clined to  look  upon  it  as  a  mere  waste  of  time ; 
for  the  idea  of  figuring  in  the  Bath  circles  of 


64  PITZ-WIGOISS. 

fashion  hardly  flattered  the  ambition  of  one 
who  had  played  a  jiromiiient  part  in  metropolitan 
high  life  below  stairs.  I  coolly,  therefore,  beg- 
ged my  kiDsmaii  to  favour  me  with  an  expla- 
Datioa  of  the  advantages  which  he  conceived 
might  result  from  sach  a  scheme. 

Smallcombe  was  evidently  surprised,  and 
somewhat  disappointed,  at  findiDg  that  hia 
splendid  suggestion  had  affected  me  so  slightly. 

"  Oh,"  said  he,  "  I  "m  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant.  I  should  have  thought  there 
couldn't  h;ive  bteu  much  JouU  about  that.     It 
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maged  goods  were  brought,  as  the  last  chance 
of  getting  them  off  hand/^ 

**  Not  so  bad  as  that  neither,^  said  my  cou- 
sin :  *^  I  don^t  mean  to  say,  if  jou  wanted  an 
article  worth  a  plum,  that  this  is  the  place ;  but 
if  JOU  could  be  satisfied  with  four  or  even  five 
^gureSy  the  thing  ^s  to  be  had.  I  suppose,  how- 
ever, a  matter  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  wouldn^t 
suit  a  spark  like  jou.*" 

"  Ten  thousand  !""  repeated  I  musingly ; 
"  hum  r 

**  Now,  you  're  too  bad,  upon  my  soul  !  Si- 
mon. You  don\  mean  to  pretend  to  say  that 
you  would  hesitate  at  a  ten  thousand  poun- 
der P'^ 

"  Why,''  said  I,  « the  fact  is,  Mr.  Small- 
combe,  there  is  something  to  be  said  about  that. 
When  a  young  man  thinks  of  disposing  of  him- 
9elf  in  matrimony,  it  can't  be  worth  his  while, 
unless  he  gets  a  good  price ;  and  though  I 
admit  that  ten  or  even  eight  thousand  pounds 
dotrn,  is  not  to  be  hastily  refused ;  yet,  when 
one  comes  to  consider  the  necessary  expenses 
of  housekeeping,  the  charges  of  a  family,  per- 


tlie  article." 

"  WeU,"  said  SmaUcombe,  " 
not  give  up  tiymg  your  foztune ; 
better,  yon  knoir,^  mdi  m  fwell  Bf 

''  Bat,"*  I  i^joinad,  ''then  wo 
lay  neoemij;  and  how  am  I 
duced  f** 

"Comei**  njikA  my  eoMin^ 
what  ini  do  with  yoo.  IHlal 
Hie  of  my  fizat  floor,  and  stand  n 
and  flilk  ■todriyigii  provided  ji 
give  me  an  anauity  of  fifty  poou 
dred  poondi^  the  day  of  your  mi 
my  firnrer  thaa:fiiaty  can  I F^ 

<*  Thoae  teima  I  would  raad 
tuned  I,  ^in.caM  I  made  up  u 
the  ej^enmeni.      But  then,  a 
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be  given  out  that  you  Ve  a  man  of  fortune ; 
and  if  an j  fnrther  questions  are  asked,  you  hare 
only  to  say  that  yoor  family  reside  in  Dorsetr 
dure,  which,  you  know,  is  no  more  than  the  troth. 
I  shall  take  care  to  insinuate  that  I  knew  you 
foimerly  as  a  cuatomer  of  mine,  and  a  very 
fiishionable  young  gentleman  in  town.  This 
will  be  quite  sufficient,  depend  upon  it,  to  pro- 
cure you  admittance  to  the  first  society  in  the 
plaoe."" 

I  told  him  I  would  take  a  day  to  consider 
the  proposal.  I  did  so,  and  determined  upon 
the  enterprise.  I  lacked  not  a  sufficiency  of 
modest  assurance  to  qualify  me  for  such  an 
nndertaking ;  besides,  I  could  not  but  agree 
with  my  friend,  that  I  had  probably,  at  least, 
as  much  merit  as  the  average  of  the  Milsom 
Street  loungeis.  It  was  decided,  therefore, 
that  I  should,  without  delay,  take  measures 
for  carrying  the  plan  into  execution. 


CHAPTEB  VI 

My  pioJMtad  ntt  to  ny 
poQed,  thit  ao  time,  auglit  bt 
iDg  tUa  noWib  almtan.    M> 
intjr  and  boUlj  to  m^    I  « 
>  SmdooailM'i    fintAw,  v 


•puMl  nipioiaii,  u  to  gin  ii 
""»>  tonif  I  detoidiiad  tr 
leut,  witli  tin  emmmn  oft 
«ftar  tlia  lamMr  flf  thi  udail 
Jm«*  to  sin  •  Uad  rf  fitii 
hmnbl.  patanjaiiet  <*«*  I  fr 
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appearance  at  the  first  public  ball  at  the  Assem- 
bly Rooms.  I  had  not  been  many  minutes  in 
the  room,  before  the  elegant  potentate,  who  then 
filled  the  throne  of  Nash,  slided  towards  me,  and 
withagraceftd  compliment  of  welcome,  express- 
ed his  ambition  to  be  serviceable  in  facilitating 
my  introduction  to  the  best  company.  Pass- 
ing by  this  polite  offer,  I  requested  him,  and 
in  listless  accents,  to  do  me  the  &vour  of 
pointing  out  the  most  distinguished  people 
{ireflent.  The  obliging  Amctionary  readily  com- 
pSed.  He  first  directed  my  attention  to  a  glit- 
teong  mummy  at  the  further  extremity  of  the 
room. 

"That  thin  old  lady,"  said  he,  "at  the 
upper  end  of  the  peeresses  bench,  who  wears 
a  profusion  of  diamonds,  is  the  dowager  of  an 
Irish  peer.  She  is  immensely  rich,  and  gives 
the  best  parties  in  Bath.  You  must  be  intro- 
duced to  her.  The  young  lady  sitting  next  her 
ladyship,  is  her  niece,  to  whom  it  is  supposed 
flbe  will  leave  all  her  fortune."  This  intimation 
WIS  communicated  in  a  low  key,  and  with  a 
Tory   Bignificant    contortion  of   feature.     ^^A 


infonnant  had  given  the  aan 
to  eveiy  joaag  gentleman  wl 
place  fin  tin  lot  doien  ymu 
&om  the  yeogr  lady'i.  i^pei 
h«re  r^dUd.  1BM17  and m 
M—iwiKfte  AapejrfOqj 
The  M.  O.  «Mtt«Atad  » 

bat  I  cheeked 'hii  hnjiiiMiiii 
then  wie  no  htniy,  and  ] 
whether  tinn  im  any  peofb 
BathP.  To  Ji^lfce  tenth,  dH 
of  nnnahalMMi  mai  aifiMedb* 
annone  kiiwiit  lirifr  ■  the 
to  mym^diyr^  I  .OoqgU 
thatiMfliyt^htilrw  kn^ 
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firiendi.  But  I  was  relieyed  from  my  trepida- 
tion bj  the  reply  of  the  M.  C,  who,  though  he 
eimmerated  several  persons,  fortunately  named 
none  that  I  had,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
emr  before  seen  or  heard  of. 

Afker  he  had  finished  his  catalogue,  I  was 
proceeding  to  extract  some  further  intelligence 
from  him,  when  his  attention  was  drawn  to- 
wards the  extremity  of  the  room,  where  the 
•Lady  Kilbarry  and  the  other  quality  were 
seated,  by  an  ominous  commotion,  which  seem- 
ed to  have  arisen  in  that  quarter.  Elevated 
voices  were  heard,  and  the  eyes  of  a  great 
part  of  the  assembly  were  attracted  thither. 
The  potentate  silenced  me  with  a  ^^  hush  !"" 
and  erected  his  anxious  ear  to  catch  the  im- 
port of  the  unusual  animation.  Suddenly  he 
broke  from  me,  and  hastened  towards  the 
q>ot.  Prompted  by  curiosity,  I  followed 
him,  and  witnessed  a  scene  which  afforded 
me  a  great  deal  of  amusement.  The  rich 
dowager,  her  gemmed  head  shaking,  partly 
with  palsy,  and  partly  passion,  grasped  with 
her  left  hand  the  arm  of  her  young  companion, 


a-kimbo,  on 


hovram^  ti^pamd  thai  Idi 
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Muta&dmg  powera  at  the  ezpense  of  the  un- 
ibitiiiiate  damsel.     Such  was  the  impreiiioa 
of  cdien  beaidee  myadft  for  a  highly  enenced 
yeong  gentieman  who  stood  behind  me,  offered 
i^  bet  two  to  one  on  the  ^^  Coontess,^^  which 
was  taken  immediately  with  eagerness  by  a 
ligrBtaiider,  who    proved  to  be  a  well-known 
sporting  sqnire,  on  the  ground  that,  ^^  if  the^ 
ton  had  the  advantage  in  weight,  toother  would 
pnkMy  be  the  quickest  fighter.^ 
'   This  indecorous  collision  was,  however,  hap- 
fSj    prevented    by  the    interposition    of  the 
Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  of  whose  approach, 
the  disputants,  in  the  heat  of  argument,  had 
not  be^i  aware.     But  no  sooner  had  he  nor 
tified  his  presence,   than  both  ladies  at  once 
appealed  to  his  decision.     It   then    appeared 
lliat  the  portly  dame,  who  was  indeed  no  less 
tibaa  a  Countess,  had  objected  to  Lady  Kil- 
bany's  niece  sitting  on  the  peeresses*  bench,  a 
poet  of  honour  to  which  she  was  not  entitled. 
Lady  Kilbarry,   on  the  other  hand,  had  per- 
emptorily insisted  on  the  young  lady  retaining 
her  place,  and  hence  the  strong  language  which 

VOL.  II.  K 
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ensued.     The  Countess  called  npon  the  Sla'ator  i 
of  the  Ceremoniea  to  do  his  dnty,  and  threat- 
DDed  if  he  did  not  decide  in  her  fiivonr,  nevo 
to  eet  Jut  in  the  rooms  again,  as  long  as  she  < 
lived ;   the  Irish  downger,  on  the  otli«r  huni^   I 
declared  that  if  uhe  was  eo  insulted,  eho  wuuM  4 
not  only  withdraw  her  support  ftom  the  publie 
ball§,  but  throw  open  her  boose  re^arl;  omr  i 
those  nights  when  they  were  hold. 

Distracted  by  the  conflictinjif  demands  of  thewJ 
two  powerful  feudatories,  thfl  unhappy  potentat*] 
stood  the  imaf^  of  perfdwdty^  BDddmwinif  t< 
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shadow  of  a  sovereign  had  recourse  to  the 
weak  arts  of  conciliation.  Afraid  to  offend 
either  party,  he  humbly  proposed  to  accommo- 
date the  difference.  He  ventured,  in  subdued 
accents,  and  vnth  a  deprecatory  glance  at 
that  haughty  dame,  to  admit  that  her  lady- 
ship had  infringed  the  strict  rule,  but  he 
trusted  and  hoped  that  the  Countess  would 
concede,  and  that  Lady  Kilbarry  would  accept 
as  a  &vour,  the  permission  to  introduce  her 
niece,  (of  course  presuming  there  was  a  place 
unoccupied,)  to  the  privileged  part  of  the  room. 
To  this,  the  Countess,  who  seemed  to  be  in 
the  main  a  good-natured  old  woman,  was 
willing  to  agree,  observing  that  she  meant 
no  offence  to  the  young  lady,  but  that  she 
had  no  idea  of  putting  up  with  encroachment. 
H»  antagonist  ladyship  condescended  not  to 
make  any  reply,  but  with  a  smile  of  derision, 
rose  from  her  seat,  and  motioning  her  protegSe 
to  accompany  her,  majestically  swept  away, 
followed  by  the  timid  footsteps  of  the  arbiter 
elegantiarum. 

The    Countess   being   thus  left  in   posses- 

E  2 


and  slirugs,  others  with  the  m 
quiescence  of  bitter  words  and 
was  cnrioiu  to  know  the  seci 
this  fracas,  which  niigfat  be  iun 
making  my  wmj  in  eocietj.  I  r 
it  from  the  ydimtaiy  oommnnift 
gentleman  who  had  evidentty  ^ 
me  in  the  anmsement  with  which  I 
the  scene.  He infbnned meihaft '. 
was  the  daughter,  of  a  pawnbid 
who  died,  leading  her.  a  laige 
which,  when  aomeirtuit  advanei 
had  puehMied  the  .allianoe  of 
peer,  who,,  4j>'S-?^i^!lMrat  iame^ 
their  maniage,  hia  widow  had  .m 
wisely  judging  tiupft  it  was  the  pi 
would  be  enabled  to  deme  tha^g 
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humble  dependant,  whose  obsequiousness  and 
endurance,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  eventually 
rewarded  by  the  bulk  of  her  patroness^'s  riches. 
Lady  Kilbarry  naturally  placed  a  great  value 
on  the  commodity  for  which  she  had  paid  so 
high  a  price — namely,  her  coronet ;  and  regard- 
ed with  extreme  jealousy  every  person  who 
happened  to  possess  equal,  or  superior  claims 
to  herself,  in  respect  of  precedence.  For  this 
reason,  she  bore  a  great  hatred  to  the  Countess; 
ihe  more  especially,  because  she  ranked  a  step 
higher  in  the  peerage,  and  was  better  bom 
than  herself;  the  Countess  being  of  good  Irish 
extraction,  and  the  widow  of  an  English  Earl. 
These  advantages  were  gall  and  wormwood  to 
the  inferior  dowager,  who  endeavoured  to 
counterbalance  them  by  her  wealth,  in  which 
fihe  greatly  exceeded  her  rival.  She  not  only 
entertained  on  a  much  greater  scale  of  splen- 
dour, but  a£fected  exclusivism  in  her  society, 
and  stigmatized  the  company  at  the  house  of 
the  Countess  with  the  opprobrious  epithets  of 
**  tag,  rag,  and  bobtail.'** 

She  did  not  spare  even  the  personal  defects  of 


|::it.  \v.i>,    i»y  \nt  iiii-aii-^    .-low   i:i 
attackai ;  and,  sonR'tliiiO!?,  in  the 
Avratli,    did    not    hesitate    to    b 
more  vigorous  than   polished,  < 
a<r^n*essor.     Each  of  these  great 
party  in   the   place  ;    but   thou 
espoused  the   cause  of  the  Coi 
most  numerous  and  Tirulent,  L 
faction  was  composed  of  all  wh 
fashion  and  refinement. 

To  tills  account  of  high  life 
I  listened  with  a  superior  air  of  d 
I  flattered  myself  was  calculal 
my  communicative  friend  with  i 
my  importance.  Such,  indeed, 
the  effect  produced  ;  for  the  lattc 
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might  become  better  acquainted,  and  I  con- 
degeended  to  encourage  his  advances.  I  per- 
mitted  him,  likewise,  at  his  particular  request, 
to  procure  me  a  card  for  a  ball,  which  was 
to  be  given  the  following  evening  by  a  leader 
of  ton. 


it- 


iam  e^Jji.        CHAPTER  IX. 

r'     TMWUc 

My  new  acquaintauce,  wlio  rejoiced  in  tha 
name  of  Coppin,  sent  me  next  morning,  ao- 
cording  to  promise,  a  card  of  inritation  to 
Mrs.  Blades'a  fancy  ball  at  the  Aaaerobly 
Rooms,   accompanied  with  a  poHte  note,  pro- 
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saggestion ;  not,  however,  without  some  well- 
acted  surprise  at  the  difference  between  the 
hours  of  this  place,  and  those  of  ^*  town,^  to 
which  I  had  been  accustomed.  In  the  course 
of  conversation,  I  let  drop,  as  if  incidentally, 
the  names  of  several  persons  of  the  highest  rank 
and  fashion,  mentioning  them  familiarly  by 
idieir  Tmadomed  styles  and  titles.  As  dead 
men  tell  no  tales,  I  made  very  frequent  tef«r- 
ttice  to  *^  my  poor  friend  Leighton,^^  as  though 
iie  had  been  my  most  intimate  crony.  These 
hmts  and  aUusions,  caused  the  eyeballs  of  Mr. 
Goppin  greatly  to  distend  with  awe  and  admi- 
ration, and  effectually  checked  an  incipient  de- 
ne which  I  had  observed  in  that  person  on  the 
fffeceding  evening  to  insinuate  that  he  was  not 
altogether  a  stranger  to  London  life.  He  verily 
Jbelieved,  no  doubt,  that  I  was  a  first-rate 
exquisite. 

With  this  notion  of  my  superiority,  he  led 
me  to  expect  continued  amusement  from  the 
further  exhibition  of  the  natives,  whom  he  un- 
dertook to  show  up  for  my  benefit.  At  his 
instance,  I  dined  with  him  at  the  York  House, 

E   5 
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the  boarding-school,  with  face  patched,  a  huge 
structure  plastered  with  powder  and  pomatum 
upon  her  little  head,  and  her  sylph-like  form 
hooped  and  furbelowed  after  the  fashion  of 
Queen  Anne,  whirled  round  and  round  in  the 
embrace  of  a  booted  and  spurred  heavy  dra- 
goon,— ^a  spectacle  enough  to  raise  her  great- 
great-grandam  from  the  dead.  In  juxta-po- 
sition  to  this  character,  was  to  be  observed  a 
mellow  maiden  of  forty  and  five,  habited  for 
Terpsichore,  but  looking  a  Tisiphone  —  a  moody 
spectatress  of  the  dance  in  which,  notwith- 
standing she  assumed  to  be  its  tutelary  god- 
dess, it  was  too  evident  she  had  not  yet  been 
invited  to  participate. 

Turning  from  this  unamiable  object,  my 
eye  rested  successively  on  various  grotesque 
figures ;  such  as  long  lanky  youths  with  sar 
pient  countenances  dressed  as  kings  and  states- 
men ;  several  raven-haired  Hamlets,  and  yellow- 
h^red  Romeos,  middle-aged  gentlemen  very 
fiEK^etious  in  the  costumes  of  FalstafT,  Punchi- 
nello, and   Bombastes.     There  were   likewise, 
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a.  gigitDtic  Tom  Thumb,  and  &  prodigi ant 
baby  weigbiiig  about  eighteen  atone  in  a  go-  • 
coi't,  besides  a  gtvat  abundauco  of  Turks, 
heroes,  vestal  virgins,  and  Swiss  peasants,  t  j 
ought  not  to  omit  to  mention  the  nnusuaJl^  J 
large  proportion  of  old  ladies  present,  a  proof  i 
that  Bath  is  not  uudeserving  the  reputation  ife  j 
bears,  of  being  remarkably  favourable  to  female  I 
longevity.  Theac  antiques  were,  for  the  mosb  j 
part,  magnificently  set  in  diamonds. 

After  I  had  sufficiently  amused   myself  by 
looking  on.  I  ap|)lied  lo  my  friend   Mr.  Coppin 
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sffkhrs  from  an  obeeure  channel  into  one  of  affln* 
ence  and  prosperity.  The  King  of  France,* 
when  sojonming  in  this  city  an  exile,  happened 
on  one  occasion  to  be  troubled  with  an  indi- 
gestion, in  consequence,  I  suppose,  of  indulging 
too  freely  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table.  This 
little  doctor  had  the  good  luck  to  be  called 
in,  and  very  soon  succeeded  in  setting  his  most 
Christian  Majesty^s  stomach  to  rights  again; 
for  which  service,  the  grateful  Bourbon,  vheii 
restored  to  his  throne,  sent  his  physician  a 
patent  of  nobility,  and  the  cross  of  St.  Louis, 
and  I  believe  allows  him,  moreover,  a  pension 
of  some  thousand  francs.  Upon  this,  M.  Le 
Baron  reared  his  head,  sought  and  obtained 
the  hand  of  an  elderly  young  lady  with  a 
fortune  of  twenty  thousand  pound,  set  up  a 
yellow  chariot,  performed  some  extraordinary 
cnres  in  desperate  cases  of  the  vapours,  and, 
in  short,  became  a  very  fashionable  physician. 
He  now  enjoys  the  best  practice  in  the  place, 
as  you  may  believe,  when  I  tell  you  that  he 
numbers  among  his  patients  almost  all  those 

•  Louis  XVIII. 


••  A  III  I  I 'ray,*  siiil  I,  in  t 
iiiitt^  tone  and  tliiiloct  of  the 
—  for  I  shoukl  observe  that 
after  mature  deliberation  up 
[>referonce  to  that  of  a  hii 
fashion,  because  the  former 
accessible  to  the  meanest  C£i 
latter,  thougli  it  has  no  pre 
istic,  is  extremely  difficult,  if 
ircther  impossible  to  counterfe 
said  I,  "  tell  me,  for  (iad's  ; 
ma\nistrawsity  with  the  flau 
turban  to  correspond?  P 
enough  to  infect  one  with  a  fe 

"  That   lady/'    answered 
obsequious  laugh,   '^  is  no  le 
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Knight's  health,  which  is  impaired  hy  over- 
feasting.  They  have  hired  one  of  the  best 
bouses  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  and 
entertain  samptuously.  The  yoong  ladies  en- 
joy the  reputation  of  being  heiresses,  and  are, 
therefore,  much  in  request,  notwithstanding 
they  have  red  arms,  and  clip  the  King's  Eng- 
lish. Yonder  is  the  Knight  himself,  shining 
forth  in  the  uniform  of  the  city  militia,  in 
which  distiuguished  corps,  he  bears,  I  believe, 
the  rank  of  colonel.  He  is  chuckling  vigor- 
ously at  some  witticism  which  he  has  just 
whispered  in  the  ear  of  that  starched  old  maid, 
who  votes,  him,  I  '11  promise  you,  a  most  agree- 
able man,  full  of  wit  and  anecdote." 

Coppm,  who  seemed  to  be  acquamted  with 
the  private  history  of  every  person  in  the  room, 
£ftVOured  me  with  the  particulars  of  each  in- 
dividual in  order,  as  I  pointed  them  out. 

I  began  to  be  apprehensive  lest  his  inquiring 
mind,  and  satirical  tongue,  should  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  myself.  I  signified  my  wish, 
therefore,  to  enter  into  the  crowd,  purposing 
to  be  introduced  by  him  to  some  of  the  lead- 


Iii-i   <'iilijiuii   (►!"   my   i:iijmriaiicc 
'•r.lili'iriillv    ivjulv    lo    riihil     Li 
desiring  to  be  iisetiil  to  mo. 
availed  himself  of  iny  porinissl 
to  Lady  Kilbarry,  by  leading 
high  and  mighty  dowager.     S 
from  head  to  foot,  while  Copj 
lier,  in  a  low,  but  audible  ton 
person  perfectly  coinme  il  faut^ 
her    scrutiny  with    unshaken 
ladyship    bowed    with    statclj 
while  I  made  a  very  careless  a 
ceptible   inclination   of  my  bo 
me   whether  I  proposed  maki 
Bath?     To  which  I  replied, 
it    very    doubtful    w^hcther   I 
there  a  week. 


FIT2-WIGGmS.  88 

fer  at  young  itian  of  fiuhioa.  I  can  quitii  enter 
into  your  sentiments ;  it  ^  a  great  chaise  to  me^ 
b  oan  assure  yon^  to  be  living  here  ;  vheo 
|loor  Lord  Kilbarry  was  aliTe,  we  had  oor 
Imne  in  town,  and  moved  in  the  first  so* 
eiety." 

v^*I  have  not  the  least  idea,****  rejoined  I,  '^of 
any  of  the  people  here.  I  never  met  any  of 
diem  in  town.^^ 

-**  In  town  I"  repeated  Lady  Ealbarry,  c5on- 
temptnonsly ;  ^^  I  should  hope  not  indeed!  Did 
yoar  eyes  ever  behold  such  a  horrid  mixture 
as  there  is  here  to-night  ?  If  I  was  to  be 
killed  for  it,  I  could  not  say  of  a  dozen  peo- 
ple m  the  room,  who,  and  what  they  are.^ 

^^  Does  this  comprise  all  the  beauty  and 
flishion  of  Bawth  ?^'  inquired  I,  examining  the 
erowd  through  a  spyglass,  which  I  carried  fixed 
in  the  comer  of  my  right  eye. 

Her  ladyship,  who,  it  seemed,  never  suffered 
her  dignity  to  be  relaxed  by  a  smile,  replied, 
with  a  sort  of  disdainful  gravity,  that  such  was 
indeed  the  fiact. 

*^  This  is  no  place,  as  you  may  perceive, 


1;\''   i»j   >.)cli-iv,   so    lliat    v(m    •: 
i>MiL:t(i  lo  takt*  uji  my  al)(M.U? 
in  selt-defeuce." 

]  accepted  the  apolog}%  wl: 
thus  made,  fur  being  found  ii 
suitable  to  her  rank  in  life,  wit 

'*  But/'  she  resumed,  "  I  rea 
be  obh'ged  to  quit  it  at  last; 
have  no  idea  how  to  behave 
certain  standing ;  and  one  is  i 
sequence  of  their  ignorance, 
and  unpleasantnesses,  and  — ; 
nesses,  which  is  extremely  dis 
up  with.  Why,  it  was  only  1 
niece  and  TTtyself  were  absolu 
at  the  public  ball  in  these  very 

"  No,  really  !^  said  I,  while 
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"Upon  ttiy  life  it's  true,''  said  Lady  Kil- 
bmrry  with  considerable  energy,  and  a  great  agi- 
tation of  her  jewelled  head.  "  I  can  assure 
you,  I  thought  at  one  time  that  I  should  have 
been  actually  knocked  down.  I  will  tell  you 
exactly  how  it  was.  I  was  sitting  on  the  bench 
appropriated  to  women  of  quaUty,  accompanied 
by  my  niece,  Miss  OTarrel,  daughter  of  a  bro- 
•  ther  of  my  lamented  husband,  the  late  Lord 
Kilbarry,  when  up  walks  an  individual-—! 
am  grieved  and  ashamed  to  say,  for  the  credit 
of  my  rank  and  sex — a  woman  of  title.  Well, 
sir,  —  what  I  tell  you  can  be  proved  by  fifty 
witnesses,  —  she  inmiediately  flies  at  my  niece, 
Miss  O'Farrel,  in  the  most  vi'lent  and  un- 
lady-Uke  manner,  for  occupying  a  place  on 
the  peeress's  seat.  I  remonstrated  very  mildly 
on  this  extraordinary  conduct ;  upon  which 
die  abused  me  like  a  fishwoman,  calling  me 
all  sorts  of  names,  and  attempted  to  drag 
MisB  OTarrel  by  main  force  from  the  seat. 
You  may  conceive,  Mr.  Fitz- Wiggins,  what 
an  effect  this  had  upon  my  nerves,"  (here  she 
applied  a  smelling-bottle  to  her  nose,)  "  and 


of  the  beantiful  Countess,  w 
office,  becaiue  he  vas  a  low 
who  would  be  Mmfl  tit  ber  bi 
Altbomh  Oil  nrioi  of  tl 
preoedbif  ntaUg  iSKmti,  'b 
Ion,  bm  ihi  «MmAb  <<€  ■ 
did  not,  o(  iwimi  miKftmi 
ship,  hit  K^^  -to  fav*  si 
was,  that  btkarcd-fai  iMkaaEC 

Lady  KOingpi  <•  I  bdbta  4 
thKU  bUi.al*  «b>  wt  < 
niiiiMMliit  Mk«  Is  <■!  > 

wHii  ■Mtii.iniiiirti-.piriyr 

«a'I  >«i%iU  -tif  Ma'  frnt 
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hsAj  Kolbarry  would  willingly  have  dilated 
on  a  sobject  80  agreeable  as  the  demerits  of 
her  rival ;  but  somebody  coming  up  interrupted 
the  conyersation.  As  I  was  turning  away,  her 
ladyship  put  a  card  of  invitation  into  my  hand, 
and  hoped  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  me 
on  the  evening  therein  specified^ 


CHAPTER  X 

I  WAS  afterwards  presented  I 
very  graciously  by,  my  Lady  Je 
fatitiionablee ;  and  towards  th 
evening,  I  made  up  my  mind  t< 
rille,  an  accomplishment  whicli 
wben  in  the  service  of  Lord  I 
that  I  might  not  at  once  pro 
fortune-hunter,  I  selected  for  » 
one  of  the  pretty,  but  portion 
of  Mrs.  Blades.  Had  I  felt  an 
iu  standing  up  for  the  time  with 
I  should  soon  Iiavo  been  relief 
the  vivadty  of  my  charming  pai 
far  f 
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soft  words,  very  fairly  challeDged  me  to  in- 
stitute a  flirtation  with  her.  This  I  was  no- 
thing loth  to  enter  into,  as  an  agreeable  prelude 
to  the  more  business-like  design  in  which  I 
hoped  shortly  to  be  employed.  I  withdrew, 
therefore,  under  the  guidance  of  my  fair  friend, 
into  an  adjacent  and  smaller  apartment,  where 
there  were  some  forsaken  card-tables,  and  two 
or  three  couples,  so  intently  occupied  with  each 
other,  that  for  a  moment  I  hesitated  on  the 
threshold,  lest  our  intrusion  should  be  a  dis- 
turbance to  parties,  who  appeared  to  me  to 
be  in  the  very  article  of  a  matrimonial  engage- 
ment. But  my  companion  had  no  such  scru- 
ples, and,  conducting  me  to  a  vacant  bench, 
we  took  our  seats,  and,  in  a  few  minutes, 
I  found  myself  in  as  deep  a  flirtation,  (for  it 
turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  serious,)  as 
my  neighbours. 

After  half  an  hour  had  passed  in  this  agree- 
able trifling,  we  were  summoned  to  supper,  at 
the  announcement  of  which  the  young  ladies 
and  gentlemen  simultaneously  started  up,  and 
pressed  into  the  crowd,  which  was  already  mov- 


and  delighting  the  eye  with  tl 
tial  beaotiet  of  two  long  ta 
connd  «Mi  fMd  «hMr,  wbiol 

of  the  delicacies  of  the  sea^oi 
of  merriment  prevailed  at  thie 
ft'cted  by  the  gaiety  of  the  ecei 
half  a.  bottle  of  clmmpagne,  wl 
lowed,  I  forgot  that  I  was  an  ex 
utterance  to  variouH  sallies,  so 
with  the  character.  The  othc 
champagne  bottle,  which  i^iiicl 
better  half,  had  well  nigh  put 
career  of  gentility  at  the  outeie 
obhvions  of  the  quality  of  the  co 
I  was  sitting,  insomuch  that  1 
relia  Blades,  to    her  great  bui 
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Jiitiig  Terjr  eoofidenlially,  to  a  tnibaiiad  Tmk, 
4iiio  mt  Bezt  ■»»  aiieodotes  of  '^one  of  my 
fmatiameBr -^Ur.  Dvnion  to  wit,  ""the  fint 
gnUsman  I  ever  senred,^^  as  I  miist  needs  fiii^ 
iker  inform  him.  I  was  awakened  to  a  sense 
if  my  indiscretion  by  the  stares  of  the  Turk, 
«1m>  with  ineffable  simi^icity  begged  that  I 
«mild  explain,  aa  he  did  not  understand  the  sell; 
upon  which  I  langhed  rery  heartily,  and  with 
admirable  promptitude  replied,  that  there  was 
ao  nil  in  the  case ;  but  the  fiict  was,  that  hav- 
n^  lately  figured  at  a  fancy  ball  in  town,  as 
a  Tslet  de  chambre,  I  had,  in  a  moment  of  ab- 
aence,  conceived  ^that  I  was  still  enacting  the 
asme  character.  I  appeased  the  fair  Aurelia 
ky  the  same  fiction,  who,  however,  received  it 
rather  coldly,  untU  I  added  that  I  had  said  the 
same  thing,  on  the  same  occasion,  to  a  certain 
maid  of  honour,  who,  I  assured  her,  I  thought 
would  almost  have  died  with  laughing.  This 
opportune  embellishment  immediately  converted 
my  |«etty  partner^s  half  resentment  into  per- 
ftei  good-humour,  and  she  not  only  emulated 
tbe  maid  of  honour^s  merriment,  but  took  care 

VOL.  II.  F 


many  admiring  eyes  were  tu 
as  "a  yonng  gentleman  of 
about  tpVB."  I  Xbu  did  I 
from  wit  Hiiti*  I  mtolljw  A 

awkward  scrape.  Having  ma 
I  tliought  it  would  be  a  got 
letire  for  the  evening.  At  t 
the  supper-table,  therefore,  1 1<; 
left  the  room  with  nearly  a 
cards  in  my  pocket. 

I  wft«  followed  by  a  partj 
of  whom  I  coolly  inquired 
was  any  gaming-house,  or  la 
place,  where  I  could  kill  an  I 
pawsitively,"  eaJd  I,  consaltii 
French  watch,  which  ha^^ 
by  Lo-^  T-^  ' ■  ^ 
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^^  correct^  places  of  resort,  which  it  was  agreed 
we  should  visit  in  saccession. 

We  repaired  first  to  a  gaming-house,  and 
on  onr  way,  I  edified  these  youths  with  some 
curious  varieties  of  slang,  which  my  poor  friend 
O^Dienne  had  put  me  up  to,  and  to  which  they 
listened  with  the  deference  of  true  disciples. 
One  of  them,  hy  way  perhaps  of  letting  me 
see  that  they  had  an  idea  of  the  fast  thing, 
proposed  that  we  should  draw  some  beU-wires, 
and  detach  a  few  knockers,  as  we  passed  along ; 
and  suggested  to  me  as  a  very  brilliant  idea 
at  a  more  advanced  stage  of  the  night,  to  effect 
an  exchange  of  sign-boards ;  as,  for  instance, 
to  remove  the  three  golden  balls  at  some  sub- 
urban pawnbroker^  and  fix  them  over  the  hand- 
somest silversmith^'s  shop  in  the  city;  or  to 
transfer  some  hedge-barber^s  pole  to  the  porch 
of  the  smartest  frizeur  in  Milsom  Street.  But 
I  set  my  face  decidedly  against  all  such  ex- 
ploits, as  an  unworthy  waste  of  time  and  ta- 
lent, and  moreover  involving  the  necessity  of 
bodily  exertion  and  peril,  which    I  abhorred. 

This  opposition   put  a  stop  to    enterprises  in 

p  2 
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wliich  I  was  not  at  all  ambitioiu  to  dietlngnisli 
myself;  and  the  nest  mjnitte  we  entered  the 
"  hell,"  which  was  withiD  a  few  tlooni  of  my 
cousin  SraaUcomh's  houec.  The  room  van  pretty 
full,  and  in  the  middle  was  a  Frvnch  hazard- 
table,  where  abont  a  dozen  persons  were  dceplj 
eiij^ged  in  tlie  worsliip  of  the  blind  goddess. 

Gaming  had  never  Iieen  one  of  those  eyiJ 
propensities  which  I  bad  found  it  difficult  to 
resist.     I  did  not  like  losing'  money,  and  1  pre- 

ired  surer  modes  of  making  it.     But  the 
kvh  of  the 


I 
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box,  and,  flushed  with  success,  in  addition  to 
the  incitement  which  I  have  before  alluded  to, 
I  put  down  a  heayy  stake,  which  I  won  at  the 
first  throw.  I  nicked  my  main  four  times,  and 
irfterwards  threw  six  mains. 

My  winnings  now  exceeded    two   hundred 
pounds ;  idle  spectators  gathered  closer  to  the 
table  with  an  appearance   of  considerable  in- 
terest,  and   the    visages    of  the  bankers  be- 
gan to  assume  an  ominous  length.     I   main* 
tained    the    composure    of   my    countenance, 
but  I  could  not  quite  preserve  the  steadiness 
of  my  hand.      I  persevered,  and   the  result 
was,  that  when  the  box    came  round  to  me 
again,  I  had  another  brilliant  hand,  and   the 
bank  reluctantly  declined  to  set  me  any  longer. 
I  acquiesced  with  great  sang-frotd,  and  grum- 
bling at  the  mass  of  paper  with  which  I  was 
obliged  to  encumber  myself,  thrust  the  notes, 
nncoonted,  into  my  pocket.     Then  turning  to 
the  young  men  who  had  accompanied  me  to 
the   gaming-house,     and  who   had    witnessed 
with   admiration    both  my  extraordinary  suc- 
cess, and  the  scarcely  less  extraordinary  equa- 


So  saying,  1  retresnea  mymiu  wn 
blierry  aiid  aoda-water  from  a  si 
ffiahiog  the  emit  fcilen  Bdreatun: 
tag,  walked  out  of  the  house,  at^ 
same  companions  with  whom  1  h 
]  received  from  them  many  cod^ 
my  succeaa  and  spirit,  of  which 
me  such  ioataucea  were  rare  in  E 
ed,  of  course,  to  make  light  of  1 
that  I  seldom  played,  and,  when 
a  higher  stoke  than  was  necess 
interest  enough  in  the  gome  to  k 
On  entering  the  har-room  o 
Whistle,  by  which  pohte  design 
Finish  waa  known  Hmong  i 
1  found  a  very  miscellancons 
iQpxi.   an     iiu](i(>i(I.  thnt  mv  htt 
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only  was  I  encountered  by  many  stares  and 
aomtinizing  glances,  but  I  overheard  fragments 
of  conversation  which  had  obvious  reference  to 
my  achievement.     Qmte   imooncemed   at  the 
sensation  which  I  caused,  I  seated  myself,  kin- 
dled my  cigar,  and  called  for  my  glass  of  brandy 
and  water,  after  the  fashion  of  the  place ;  in 
conformity  with  which,  likewise,  I  either  took 
a  part  in  the  general  conversation,  or  chatted 
promiscuously    with     anybody  in    the    room. 
Many  persons   talked   to   me    about  my  late 
achievement,  and  especially  a  tall,  elderly,  re* 
spectable-looking  man,  with  a  grave,  and  some- 
what sanctimonious  countenance,  such  an  one 
as  might  have   been    taken   for    a  Methodist 
preacher,  or  a  knave  of  the  highest  class :  he 
neither  smoked,  nor  drank  anything  but  a  little 
weak  sherry  and  water;    never  entering  into, 
nor  seeming  at  all  diverted  by,  the   ribaldry 
which  was  passing  around.     This  gentieman, 
whom  I  recollected  to  have  seen  at  the  hazard- 
table,  seemed  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  me, 
on  account  of  my  performance,  than  the  mere 
vague  admiration  which  it  had  excited  in  the  rest. 


I  tma  caiiedj  waa  my  favonrite  m 
"  I  have   sometimes,"  said  ht 

w-itli  a  aevBD,  but  nerer  with  any 
ou  the  dice.  Yon  play  a  goo 
lilieJy?" 

I  replied  in  the  ne^tive,  but 

the    niKc  waa  my  ugual  main. 

handled  a  dice-hox  but  twice   b 

Ijy,  and  then  only  for  silver  etakeg 

"  ludeed!"   said  my  saUow  frit 

appearance  of  slight  surjirise :  "  ] 

thought,  from  your  style  of  castl 

had   been  an  experienced  hand,— 

part,  I  know  very  little  about  the  i 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  j 

the  oth»-  ■^■*    "^  *>■ 
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loDg  book,  with  a  calf-skin  bindiDg  and  silyer 
eiaq>,  from  his  pocket,  after  consulting  which^ 
be  informed  the  interrogator  that  he  coold 
accommodate  him  in  pontes^  if  that  would  suit 
bim*  An  affirmative  answer  was  given,  upon 
which  Mn  Tnchet  having  made  a  memoran- 
dmn  in  his  betting-book,  restored  it  to  his 
pocket,  turned  again  to  me,  and  inquired  whe- 
ther I  meant  to  make  any  stay  in  Bath  P  and 
having  learned  that  I  might,  perhaps,  remain 
there  a  few  weeks,  offered  to  do  himself  the 
pleasure  of  calling  upon  me,  and  said  that  Mrs. 
Tuchet  would  be  happy  to  send  me  a  card  for 
her  ball  on  the  18th  instant.  I  bowed,  of 
ooorse,  in  acquiescence,  and  Mr.  T.  finishing  his 
glass  of  sherry  and  water,  took  his  hat  and  great 
ooat,  and  walked  out  of  the  hoiise.  When  he 
was  gone,  I  asked  one  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  he  was  ?  *^  That,^**  said  my  informant, 
^^  would,  I  believe,  be  a  difficult  question  to 
answer;  and,  if  report  be  true,  more  than 
be  could  tell  you  himself.  He  is  an  instance, 
sir,  of  a  person  who  has  risen  in  the  world 
by  his  own  merits.    His  origin  is  in  fiEust  bu- 

F   5 


years   he    wafl   a   miscellaneoos 
awindler,  among  other  things,  a 
Then  an  wtmfi  iMNmnr,  -wk 
liiiii  as  an  active  partner  in  a  t 
at  the  Weat-en<I.     A  few  year 
up  here  aa  a  man  of  fortune, 
of  good  family,  and  is  now  out 
people    in    the   place.     lie    ia 
public    amusementtj,    insti^tor, 
treasnrer  of  fancy  fetes,  club  bs 
Ills  meana  aru,  nobody  can  tell 
but   it  is  supposed  he   makes 
money  by  betting  on  the  turf, 
tif  information  wliich  is  to  be 
love    nor   money.     However," 
charitable  person,   "  far  be  it  I 
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CHAPTER  XL 

This  is  all  that  I  can  relate  from  personal 
recollection  of  what  passed  on  that  memorable 
evening.  Of  what  followed,  I  have  only  been 
able  to  gather  confused  and  contradictory  ac- 
•onnts,  which  it  is  not  worth  while  to  lay  be- 
fore the  reader.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  awoke 
at  noon  next  day,  with  a  quick  wiry  pulse,  and 
a  burning  headache.  Thus  I  lay  for  some  mi* 
nutes,  &r  gone  in  disgust  with  all  things  sub- 
lunary, when  a  flash  coming  across  my  mind,  I 
started  up,  seized  my  pantaloons,  and  with 
breathless  haste,  thrust  my  hands  into  both 
pockets  of  that  garment.  A  bunch  of  dirty 
paper  which  I  grasped,  at  once  relieved  my 
mind,  and  convinced  me  that  the  wild  remi- 
niscence which  suggested  this  movement,  was 
not  the  impression  of  a  dream,  but  a  veritable 


niory  testified  to  have  been  my  wii 
discovery  gaye  me « great, deal  of 
wliile  I  H-as  still  m  great  trilnda 
niiad  and  body,  my  conain  ^nallci 
the  room,  and  seeing  me  seated  Id 
gown,  on  the  foot  of  the  bed,  w 
leaning  on  my  hand,  the  pioturt;  o 
pile  of  bauk-notea  before  me,  star 
prise,  and  by  his  looks  seemed,  as  w 
to  ask  explanation  of  a  sight  so  pap 

"  Oh,  Smallcombe,"  aaid  1,  in  a  v 
audible,  "  I  am  veiy  iU ;  I  hare  I 
and  robbed." 

"  I  perceive  yon  are  seedy,"  an 
but  with  a  glance  at  the  notes, 
eaaily  make  out  the  other." 
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of  astonishment  and  exultation ;  and  betrayed 
great  concern  when  I  informed  him  that  I 
missed  the  greater  part  of  my  gains.  For  my 
consolation,  however,  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade me,  that  I  must  be  mistaken  in  my  esti* 
mate ;  for,  being  inebriated  at  the  time,  I  could 
not  possibly  say  what  I  had  won ;  but  when 
I  was  positive  as  to  the  fact  of  my  having  re- 
odved  upwards  of  four  hundred  pounds,  refer* 
ring  to  several  persons  who  could  corroborate 
my  assertion,  he  immediately  fell  into  my  first 
notion,  and  admitted  that  I  must  have  been 
robbed.  That  this  should  have  happened,  he 
said,  was  not  only  highly  probable,  but,  indeed, 
ahnost  inevitable,  considering  that  every  black- 
guard in  Bath  knew  that  I  had  a  large  sum 
in  my  possession,  and  that  I  was  under  the 
influence  of  wine. 

**  Perhaps,^  said  he,  "  the  fellows  of  whom 
you  won  the  money  have  had  you  dogged  for 
the  ptirpose  of  getting  it  back.  I  should  say 
nothing  more  likely.  Have  you  no  idea  where 
you  went,  after  you  left  the  Pig  and  Whistle  P'*' 

I  admitted  that  I  could  say  nothing  definite 


thing  can  be  clearer ;   yon  havi 
and  pliiiider9d4*'    - 

In  &BSWOT  to  an  objection  w 
this  bypotlicBis,  that  tlie  thiev 
cleaned  ma  out,  my  coasin  tbou^ 
trary,  that  tho  circumstance  of  t 
injf  loft  in  my  possesBJoti,  wa 
warily  they  liad  gone  to  wort 
much  as  poBsible,  to  avoid  Buspic 

"  Id  short,"  said  he,  "  then 
ways  in  which  yon  might  havt 
the  money,  that  it  \a  a  wonder 
brought  home  so  much  as  you 
think  you  may  consider  yourse 
fellow.  Why,  yon  were  broug 
o'clofili  tliiB  mominir  bv  a  watch' 
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apprehended,  as  he  might  have  ayailed  hmiBelf 
cf  something  more  than  the  card  of  address 
which  he  found  in  my  pocket ;  but  this  proceed- 
ing he  scouted  as  utterly  unprofitable.  To  every 
other  measure  that  I  proposed,  for  the  purpose 
of  regaining  my  property,  Mr.  Smallcombe 
strongly  objected,  representing  such  difficulties 
as  were  insuperable,  and  exhorting  me  to  be 
thankful  for  what  I  had  been  permitted  to  re- 
tain. Upon  consideration^  I  was  £Eun  to  com- 
ply with  his  advice ;  not,  indeed,  that  I  was 
convinced  by  any  of  his  arguments,  but  the  ve- 
hemence with  which  he  urged  his  dissuasives, 
hinted  to  me  a  conjecture  much  nearer  home. 
In  plain  language,  I  had  not  a  very  exalted 
opinion  of  my  kinsman^s  probity ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  thought  it  extremely  possible,  that  the 
balance  of  my  winnings  might  be,  at  that  time, 
deposited  in '  no  other  place,  than  the  said 
Smallcombe^s  strong  box.  For  this  private 
reason,  I  was  content  to  let  the  subject  drop ; 
since,  of  course,  it  would  not  suit  my  views 
to  pursue  any  investigation  in  that  quarter. 
My  cousin  then  desired  to  hear  the  details  of 


essayed  io  vain  to  composo  myi 
was  my  miDd  agitated  hj  luDeat 
loss, — indigimtioQ  a^inst  my  faitl 
whom  I  grievoDsly  suspected — by 
riouB  other  mode-s  of  accouDtinif 
ter — and,  lastly,  by  curse«  on  n 
Tlie  sight  of  the  wealth  which  i 
to  me  aflbi'dud  me  but  Uttlo  coua 
a  bereaved  parent,  I  was  much  i 
to  mourn  foT  that  which  was  inw 
to  prize  ivhat  I  etill  jinssessed.  | 
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Mt  cousin  appeared  to  be,  and  no  doubt 
sincerely  deligbted  at  the  brilliant  snccees 
of  my  debAt  in  the  fashionable  circles  of  Bath, 
and  could  now  rally  me  on  the  modest  doubts 
which  I  had  expressed,  of  my  being  able  to 
get  a  footing  in  good  society.  He  had  now 
to  caution  me  to  maintain  the  gdden  mean, 
and  not  make  myself  too  conspicuous,  lest  by 
1>ecoming  an  object  of  too  concentrated  interest, 
inquiry  should  be  provoked  into  my  private 
history,  a  scrutiny  which  it  might  be  difficult 
to  baffle.  He  prudently  counselled  me,  there- 
fore, to  put  a  curb  upon  my  ambition,  and 
not  pretend  to  more  than  was  necessary  for 
my  purpose.  He  said  that  he  had  already 
heard  me  canvassed,  and  some  ill-natured  sur^ 
mises  started  respecting  me.     None  of  these, 


warning  in  good  part,  for  th' 
doabt  that  it  WW  wortli  b< 
Nay,  I  gave  it  very  mature  c< 
came  to  the  determiuatioii  t 
foppery  which  I  had  affetrted, 
a  claim  to  more  solid  qimlitiei 
I  had,  aa  yet,  discovered.  I 
occasion  of  a  dinner-party,  to  i 
invited,  and  fortune  favouwd 
sign  80  far  as  to  place  mc 
young  lady.  Who,  preferring  tc 
part  of  her  time  in  the  imp 
mind,  instead  of  tho  adommei 
waa  stigmatize^l  as  a  blue  by 
sex,  and,  likewise,  by  s  gre 
gtiDtlcmfin.  who.  unequal  to  a 
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I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  heie  found 
myself  to  haye  yentured  somewhat  beyond  my 
deptii,  and  often  wished  before  dinner  was  oyer 
that  I  had  not  been  so  rash  as  to  encounter 
a  person  who  was  equally  well  read  and  well 
bred,  and  possessed  of  that  intimate  penetra- 
tion, which  is  usually  found  in  people  of  sense, 
who  have  liyed  a  good  deal  in  the  world. 

Although  nothing  could  be  more  easy  than 
this  young  lady^s  manner,  it  put  a  constraint 
upon  mine  which  I  had  not  before  experienced ; 
and  though  her  conyersation  was  far  firom  being 
obtrusiye,  yet  it  contained  assumptions  and  allu- 
sions, which  were  as  unintelligible  to  me  as  if 
die  had  spoken  in  a  foreign  tongue.  Hence  I 
blushed,  stammered,  made  broken  malapropos 
replies,  and  at  last,  upon  my  saying  something, 
I  suppose  yery  wide  of  the  mark,  which  caused 
her  to  giye  me  a  slight  stare,  I  was  furly 
seized  with  panic,  and  abruptly  turning  to  my 
neighbour  on  the  other  side,  the  silly  mother 
of  six  silly  daughters,  I  addressed  myself  to  her, 
until  the  ladies  retired.    This  little  reverse  was 


.lilt'.'       liiJIltv'Jl,     1      Jitiii      .1      iiiii«   I 

l»l;;\ .      I    lniiii(l    v»v-i'it'  nr\t    I 

'  ■  ft 

l»liio  young  huly,  :i  goiioral  olKci 
>vlio^  in  ncceuts  almost  innrtic 
absence  of  teeth,  mnmbled  fo: 
i)t'  Lis  neliievemeuts.  Forty  y( 
lolc],  lie  had  been  a  gallant,  ga; 
that  hid  fame  was  recorded 
oi'  Doctors'  Commons.  Besldt 
l)con  the  hero  in  several  othei 
by  fathers  for  loss  of  serrices, 
killed  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
Icnged  him  for  trifling  with  i 
his  sister.  Sir  Frederick,  w! 
called  a  jolly  fellow,  accompi 
teresting  details  with  copious 
was  so  charmed  at   finding  ii 
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introduciDg  me  to  his  daughter.  In  vain  did 
I  assure  him  that  I  had  ahreadj  received  that 
honour ;  he  was  as  deaf  as  a  post,  and  the  small 
portion  of  understanding  which  he  possessed 
was  now  muddled  hj  his  after-dinner  indul- 
gence. He  persisted,  therefore,  in  dragging 
me  up  to  Miss  Beaufoj,  and  presented  me  with 
an  absurd  rhapsody,  composed  of  praise  of  me, 
and  flattery  of  his  daughter's  charms ;  for  it 
would  seem  that  the  mechanical  Jejune  gal- 
lantry, in  which  he  always  addressed  the 
younger  portion  of  the  fair  sex,  could  not  be  laid 
aside,  especially  after  dinner,  when  speaking 
to  his  own  child.  My  sense  of  the  awkward- 
ness of  my  own  situation  was  heightened  by  my 
sympathy  for  that  of  the  young  lady,  who  red- 
dened with  shame  and  vexation  at  the  expo- 
sure which  her  father  had  made  of  himself, 
and  her,  before — I  fear  I  must  write  the  word 
—a  vulgar  stranger — ^for  such  I  could  not  help 
feeling  by  a  painful  instinct  that  she  considered 
me.  Nobody,  however,  could  have  behaved 
with  more  self-possession  than  she  did;  and 
being  myself  anxious  to  prove  that  I  was  not 


liinved  with  rc^ppctful  gravity, 
myself  from  Sir  Frederick,  wit! 
part  of  the  room.  I  have  r 
that  Miaa  Beanfoy  appreciate*^ 
my  conduct,  for  she  ever  si 
with  kiDdneas,  although  her  n 
served  that  indescribable  somi 
feetually  resisted  any  approach 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

My  introduction  into  the  best  society  at  Bath 
being  now  completed,  I  began  to  take  into 
most  serious  consideration  the  main  object  of 
the  adyentore^  since  my  present  position  was 
one  of  that  precarious  sort  which  does  not 
admit  of  trifling  with  time :  I  came  to  the 
determination,  therefore,  of  fixing  my  regards 
apon  Miss  Jemima  JelUco,  a  young  lady  who, 
if  not  the  richest  prize  to  be  gained,  had  the 
merit  of  being  one  of  the  surest ;  for  I  was 
credibly  informed  that  her  father  had  repeated- 
ly signified  his  intention  to  pay  twenty  thousand 
pounds  down  to  each  of  his  daughters'  husbands 
cm  their  wedding>days,  and  was  known  to  be  able 
to  perform  his  promise.  I  pitched  upon  Miss 
Jemima  in  preference  to  either  of  her  sisters, 
because  she  was  the  plainest,  and,  therefore. 


1M  flm-iifidMBUi 

I  Ihofnglilt  tlue  lM0t  EMj'to  be  iblieHM^  wlft 
tib6  €tB€ts  W9m  flfiu  mmittiisa*  'i  bm,  iMfiP- 
cfPHT)  BO  0ileh  6My^  6Bleijiii88  io  iiudntdDii 
finr  the  JdKcos  were  JeddeAy  arieleeratieil 
in  their  taelee,  and  liad  a  iiotoriowi  predieelieii 
fbr  nobifitj,  and  tbe  apportenaiioefl  iheieUi. 
There  were  fhen  a  younger  eon  ef  aa  LnA 
peer,  and  the  heir  to  a  baronetcy,  layiiqf  doifc 
Mge  to  MisB  Jellioo  and  her  aster  Miae  Anna 
Maria,  and  as  theae  gentlemen  were  fiMtnaate 
enough  to  have  the  advantage  of  preeedenee 
over  their  rivals,  it  was  supposed  that  they 
must  be  respectively  the  snccessful  competitors, 
provided  no  peer  or  baronet  in  poasesaon  starl^ 
ed  before  the  end  of  the  season.  Miss  Jemima 
had  likewise  her  suitors,  but  they  were  hap* 
jnly  untitled,  and  the  personal  reconunendation 
of  none  of  them  were  such  as  to  bid  me 
despair. 

At  this  aristocratic  house,  I  was  obliged, 
in  self-defence,  to  wear  my  most  superfine  aiia, 
otherwise,  my  Lady  Jellico  and  her  daughters 
would  have  doubted  whether  I  were  a  ^  real 
feahionable.*^    As  it  was,  they  verily  believed 
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that  I  wag  the  pink  of  gentility.  My  coati 
were,  if  possiUe,  too  wtll  made,  and  I  ahoM 
pte*einiBent  in  waifteoata  and  gold  ehaine; 
my  p^rgQii  reeked  with  perfome,  and  my  hair 
was  becurled  and  bedizened  in  a  meet  im- 
peaing  manner.  I  talked  inoeesantly  of  lords 
and  ladiesi  and  waa  &miliarly  acquainted  with 
the  moat  digtingoiahed  and  ezclosiYe  resorts 
of  bon  ton.  Nay,  (knowing  my  customers,) 
I  did  not  stop  short  at  insinuating  that  I  was 
eonaeeted  by  relationship   with   several  noble 


Let  not  the  reader  suppose  that  my  efiron- 
tery  and  temerity  exceeded  all  bounds.  I 
numbered  more  than  one  valet  and  gentle- 
woman among  my  London  acquaintance  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  literary 
werid  as  novelists  of  fiEishionable  life,  and  I 
knew  that  their  representations  were  received 
with  implicit  &ith  in  the  suburbs  and  pro- 
vinces. My  means  of  information  on  this  sub- 
ject were  equal  to  theirs,  and  though  I  might 
not  possess  the  talent  to  write,  yet  surely 
there  was  no  reason  why  I  should  not  t<Uk 

VOL.   II.  o 


Lady  Jellico's  house  were,  foi 
of  this  deschptioD,  although  &<. 
tended  nearly  as  mnch  as  I  did 
half  wy  infonnotion,  and  in 
without  any  information  bIu 
no  apprehension,  either  from 
noble  stock,  or  the  baronet  in 
the  former  had  never  quitted 
ontil  he  had  Joined  hia  regin 
station  from  which  he  had  ju 
us  t«  the  other  youth  of  ^nt 
been  reared  in  a  stable,  talked 
pounded  of  oaths  and  Blaitf;r,  i 
antipathy  to  everybody  and 
•avoured  of  decent  society. 
But  the   Mia»c«  -Icllico  coi 
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Mid  thin  as  m  threiid  paper,  they  pronoimoed 
**  an  elegant  yonng  man  i"  and  in   Mr.  Lad* 
grovels  boisteroos  ribaldry,  they  diacoyered  *^  a 
fond  of  drollery  and  humour.'"     As  for  the 
bumble  individnal  who  endites  these  pages,  he 
was  par  ^,xcellence  ^^  a  man  of  the  first  fashion, 
rery  agreeable,  but  rery  Jine ;  the  Fitz^Wi^ 
gins,^  so  Miss  Anna  Maria  was  wont  to  desig- 
nate me.     Miss  Jemima,  being,  as  I  hare  said» 
inferior  to  her  sisters  in  personal  attractions, 
had  tamed  her  thoughts  towards  the  eulture 
of  her  mind.     I  cannot,  indeed,  say  that  her 
siicoess  was  very  brilliant,  but  this,  perhaps, 
was  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  soil  and  to 
no  £Eialt  of  hers.     She  must  in  her  own  opi- 
nion, however,  have   made  considerable   pro- 
gress, having   learning  enough  to  entertain  a 
sovereign  contempt  for  the  understandings  of 
her  &ther,  mother,  and  sisters.     She  affected 
to  mix  little  in  company,  despising  it  as  far 
bdow  her  standard  both  of  fashion  and  intel- 
li^nce.    Portly  before  I  had  become  acquaint- 
ed with  her,  she  had  struck  up  a  violent  friend- 
ship with  a  certain  little  widow,  who  had  once 
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Iieen  a  celelirated  toast,  but  falling  into  the 
wane  of  her  charms,  and  finding  herself  neg- 
lected by  mankind,  had  nnthdrawn  from  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  and  established  a  lite- 
rary coterie,  to  which  she  sedulouriy  eadea- 
Tonred  to  make  converts  among  young  Indies 
and  gentlemen.  This  lady,  whose  name  was 
Fanshawe,  made  a  great  parade  of  aeroniplish- 
ment.  She  sj)oke  French  and  Italian,  but 
more  particularly  affected  Qerman,  which  Bhe 
delighted  in  teaching  her  fair  pupils ;  aa  if  ithe 
wished  to  spoil  their  sweet  voices  and  delicate 
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broken  off  two  or  three  eDgagements,  and  thwart- 
ed several  affairs  which,  nntil  her  interfinrence, 
liad  promised  to  arrive  at  .an  auspicious  con- 
summation. 

No  sooner,  therefore,  had  I  obtained,  as  I 
ikoaght,  some  influence  with  Miss  Jemima,  than 
1  tried  to  detach  her  from  an  alliance  so  tm-^ 
&vourable  to  mj  interests ;  but  I  nearly  ruined 
myself  in  the  rash  attempt.  The  yoimg  lady 
.fired  up  at  what  she  was  pleased  to  call  an 
attack  upon  her  most  valued  friend,  and  draw- 
ing herself  up,  called  upon  me  to  explain  my 
meaning.  I  hastened  to  repair  my  error,  by 
denying  with  great  fervour  that  I  had  one 
word  to  say  against  Mrs.  Fanshawe,  whom  I 
myself  thought  a  very  charming  woman ;  but 
the  wotld  said  that  she  was  a  person  not  to 
be  depended  upon,  and  consequently  zeal  for 
her,  (Miss  J.)  had  led  me  to  throw  out  a 
word  of  warning,  which  I  felt  satisfied  was 
needless. 

^'  The  world,  indeed  !  ^^  quoth  Miss  Jemima 
with  a  magnificent  curl  of  her  lip,  and  a  wave 
of  the  hand  that  might  have  suited  a  tragedy 
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qneen ;  "  they  must  be  people  cf  very  little 
minds  who  cue  what  tho  world  says  or  thiuka," 
which  she  pronotuicud  witii  n  most  contemptu- 
ous emphasis.  In  this  seDtimcnt  I  of  courae 
concurred ;  and  fearing-  that  she  would  repeat 
what  ]  had  said  to  the  widow,  and  thus  make 
lier  my  mortal  enemy,  1  launched  out  into  ex< 
truTogiiiit  pmisL^s  of  that  lady,  extolled  her  per- 
■on,  UUents,  and  manners ;  her  French,  Italiu^ 
and  Gorman  ;  her  muHC  and  drawing,  Stc.  and 
wound  up  by  declaring  that  with  one  exception 
she  was  the  moat  Citptirntiii^^  woman  I  had  '.■ 
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next  care  wbb  to  ciiltiTate  the  good  graoes  of 
the  latter.  To  conceal  from  her  my  desigo 
upon  hBT  praiegie  wotM^  I  knew,  be  uBelefls,  bo 
Z  took  the  bold  measure  of  avowing  it  to  her, 
and  soliciting  her  interest  in  my  behal£  She 
was  evidently  sorprised  at  my  candonr  or  pre- 
sumption, and  with  a  dangerous  smile  promised 
to  me  any  little  influence  which  she  might  poe*. 
sess  in  aid  of  my  design.  I  peroeived  her 
treachery,  and  was  for  a  moment  disposed  to 
rdinquish  the  undertaking  in  despair,  but  recol- 
lecting that  no  object  in  life  was  to  be  gained 
without  perseverance  and  hazard,  I  deteimined 
not  to  be  beaten  by  a  faint  heart.  True,  I 
had  to  deal  with  a  veteran  coquette,  but  I  knew 
not  any  good  reason  why  the  same  devotion 
aad  flattery  which  had  prevailed  with  others  of 
the  sex  no  less  shrewd  and  experienced,  should 
be  thrown  away  upon  her.  At  all  events  I 
would  try,  and  who  should  say  that  I  might 
not  in  the  end  make  a  conquest  of  the  widow 
herself?  Thus  I  should  be  arming  cupid^s  bow 
with  a;  double  string.  Cateris  paribus^  it  was 
8  matter  of  indifierence  to  me  whether  my  lar 
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bours  were  Dltimately  «!warJed  by  the  maid 
or  the  widow,  for,  by  aid  of  the  aasurance 
offices,  a  jointure  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  is  nearly  as  good  as  a  fortune  of  twenty 
thousand  pounds. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Mbs.  Fanshawb,  though  she  did  not  miDgle 
in  the  current  of  Bath  society,  opened  her  house- 
more  frequent!  J  perhaps  than  any  other  person  in^ 
the  place.    She  called  her  parties  conversazionesj 
to  which  she  inyited  anj  and  everybody,  who 
was  extraordinary  or  remarkable,  in  any  way 
whatever.     The  result  was,  that  these  assem- 
blies were  of  a  very  heterogeneous  character, 
which  procured  for  her  house  the  sobriquet  of 
^  Exeter  ^Change.^      Her6  you  might  see  a 
celebrated  pulpit  orator  jostled  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  bishop ;   a  poet  and  a  critic-^hateM 
collision ! — -jammed  together  in  the  doorway;  and- 
a  pert  pretty  miss  staring  a  grave  turbaned 
Mussulman  out  of  countenance.    Actors,  artists, 
musicians,  and  ^^  talented  ^  people  of  all  sorts 
found   admittance   here.      These  omnium  ga- 
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"lea  in  common  with  youself, 

atood  the  eame  language.     E 

ever,  were  held  upon  alJ  eubjec 

abstruse  philosophy  down  to  th 

I  felt  no  diffidence  about  tabia 

debates,  for  I  knew  enough  t 

many  of  the  most  solemn  aad  ( 

fiera,  pretenders  as  shallow  ae  n 

firmly  .lud   confidoutiy   on   all 

were  brought  on  the  tapis  in  m 

"as  not  much  surprised  to  &» 

Jered,  in  tliia  circle,  ns  a,  yoao 

extraordinary  abilities.      Notwi 

success,   I  ehould   have  found  t 

Jwwe.  absolutely  intoiemhle,   ha 

for  the  object  I  had  in  view ; 
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•elres  esehewed  tbe  vamiies  of  the  beau  monde. 
Mj  time  was  eonseqiieiitly  occupied  in  a  eoi^ 
tiniiad  roniine  of  amiisauent*  A  portion  of 
my  moming  was  generail  j  passed  at  Mrs.  Faii« 
shawe^s>  where  X  was  one  of  the  very  few  visi* 
ten  whO'Were  admitted  at  that  hour.  Th^i 
I  had  nsnaUy  a  dinner  engagement,  after  which 
followed  two  or  three  erening  parties. 

After  dne  probation^  I  arrived  at  the  pinnade 
of  society,  by  an  iDirodnetion  to  the  sanctum 
sanciorum  of  Bath  ezduaiTism.  I  received  a  card 
of  invitation  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ackerly, 
a  sinecore  panKyn,  who  opened  his  house  twice 
a  week  to  a  select  few^  among  whom  it  wonld 
seem  not  even  rank  was  admitted  as  a  matter 
of  coarse ;  for  it  was  said,  but  I  will  not  vouch 
for  the  troth  of  it,  that  the  reverend  gentleman, 
on  one  occasion,  refwed  an  application  in  behalf 
of  a  peer,  whose  dbaraeter  and  manners  were 
exceptionable.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  ambi- 
tion of  every  aspirant  at  Bath  pointed  to  Mr. 
Ackerly^s  woirits  as  the  sammit  of  his  hopes. 

Having  always  understood  that  ezclosivism 
was  the  device  of  dullards  and  fools  to  procure 
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aa  importance  which  they  were  anable  to  gain  in 
)i;eiieral  society,  I  did  uot  expect,  aa  a  ^ecnLom 
might  have  done,  that  Mr.  Ackerly'a  parties 
were  the  quintesseace  of  refinemeat  and  Intel* 
ligence.  I  experienced  uo  disappointment,  c»n- 
sequently,  wlien  I  entered  a  spscioos  but  som- 
bre drawing-room,  where  some  half-doxen  card- 
tables  were  occupied  by  pUyers  so  grave  and 
sileDt  that  they  seemed  to  be  performing 
a  penance  instead  of  enjoying  an  amusement, 
while  a  few  otlien  not  bo  engaged,  were  on- 
(leavouring  to  sustain  the  semblance  of  ci 
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fipeaking;  I  Mras  tken  mi  fcimre  to  jnnk^  tiie 
obaerrattoiur  above  itteofded,  and  to  indulge  in 
any  farther  speealatiens  that  ^  might  occnr,  for 
after  haying*  exdianged  greetings,  and  a  f&vit 
indiffeient  woi^di  with  the  two  <ft  three  ao* 
quaintances  irhom  I  reoognixed,  I  was  left  to 
myvelf ;  Mr.  Aokerlj,  indeed,  invited  me  to 
jem  the  card-phyers,  but  this  pleasure  being 
declined,  he  made  no  Scurther  effort  towatds  my 
entertaimnent. 

People  who  aim  at  fashionable  distinction 
mnst,  it  is  well  known,  endnre  much  long* 
snfiering,  and  practise  a  great  deal  of  self-- 
denial. This  conaderation  oonld  hardly  pre- 
vent me  from  dioppii^  adeep  at  Mr.  Acker ly's 
seirie;  for  the  fatigue  of  four  nights  suocesrive 
dissipation,  aided  perhaps  by  the  low  somni* 
ferons  buzz  and  comparative  daikness  of  the 
room,  began  to  operate;  and  at  intervals  I 
fell  into  a  gentle  doze,  which  I  fear  might  have 
ended  in  profound  slumber,  had  I  not  happily 
been  aroused  by  the  soimd  of  animated  voices 
at  the  adjacent  card-table.    I  started  up,  gazed 


iiau  arisen,  oau  Bteppuu  lurwu 
it  was  about.  The  disputan 
ladies,  ouib  <^niiom  it  Kems 
partner  of  Iobid^  the  game  by 
iiDinitation  on  her  science  n 
dowHger,  who  repelled  the  c 
asperity.  Hence  a  retort,  w 
rejoinder;  then  abandoniiig  t 
teutioD,  they  attacked  each  i 
Barcasm,  iu  wliich  there  whx 
rihty  than  wH.  The  aggreuc 
to  Home  contemprtnouB  allusioD 
birth  and  breeding,  which  the 
a  fltill  more  severe  insinoation 
character  of  the  other  beldame 
cular  hints,  which,  though  on: 
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{^anoe  <if  hnmaroiis  dgnificance  ai  me^  who 
fltood  ovtf  against  him.  For  my  part,  I  began 
to  entertain  Berions  appfefaenaiona  of  a  breach 
of  the  peace*  and  looked  round  the  room  to  see 
if  the  flame  concern  was  viable  in  the  oouate- 
nances  of  others ;  but  though  man  j  bestowed  a 
look  or  a  smile  on  these  proceedings,  they  did 
not  seem  to  regard  them  as  though  they  were 
of  unuaoal  occurrence.  Mr.  Ackerly,  how- 
eyer,  eame  forward,  and  did  not  hesitate  to 
remonstrate  with  the  dowagers  in  pretty  sharp 
terms  upon  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct. 
They  heard  his  reproof  not  without  some  marks 
of  shame,  and  each  endeavoured  to  excuse  her- 
sdf,  by  throMdng  upon  the  other  the  blame 
of  the  first  aggression.  This  adjustment  would 
hfiTe  ended  in  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  had  they 
not  been  prevented  by  Mr.  Ackerly,  whose 
authority  seemed  to  be  respected  by  both 
parties. 

Peace  being  thus  restored,  the  game  was 
resumed,  and  concluded  without  any  fEui^her 
verbal  communication  passing  between  these 
belligerent  allies,  each  lady  bridling  and  purs- 
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ing  up  her  mouth,  as  if  to  hinder,  per  farce, 
ihe  egress  of  a  word.  Tliia  little  ioctdent  over, 
1  took  my  leave,  lest  ia  the  absence  of  any 
further  euhvening  circumstouce,  I  should  re- 
lapse into  soinDoIency. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

I  CONTINUED  firm  to  my  resolution  not  to 
try  my  fortune  a  second  time  at  the  hazard- 
table,  being  satisfied  with  the  iclat  which  I  had 
gained  by  a  victory  over  the  adventurers,  and 
imwilling  to  afibrd  them  an  opportunity  of  re- 
trieying  their  losses.  Mr.  Tuchet  frequently 
tried  to  tempt  me  into  the  Pandemonium ;  but 
a  hint  had  been  dropped  to  me  that  he  was 
suspected  to  be  interested  in  the  concern,  w)iich, 
coupled  with  the  sketch  of  this  gentleman^s 
diaracter  with  which  I  had  been  already  fa- 
voured, was  sufficient  to  put  me  on  my  guard 
against  any  designs.  In  vain,  therefore,  did 
he  invite  me  to  dinner,  with  the  view,  as  I 
was  credibly  informed,  of  afterwards  fleecing 
me  at  play.  I  accepted  his  invitation,  and 
met  five  or  six  gentlemen  whom  I  had  not  been 
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accustomed  to  see  in  places  of  general  resort ; 
their  appearaBce  was  peculiar,  and  whether  it 
was  a  fact,  or  the  illoaion  of  mj  own  fancy 
predisposed  to  such  coujectures,  but  I  conJd 
not  help  thinkiug  they  looked  very  much  like 
a  company  of  sharpers.  They  paid  me  gwn* 
attention,  each  challenging  me  during  dinner 
to  drink  champagne,  and  afterwards  encourag- 
ing me,  both  hy  precept  and  example,  to  do 
justice  to  our  host's  excellent  claret.  I  drank 
as  freely  as  they  could  desire,  while  they  enter- 
with  discuaftiuns  upon  horse^i,  hunt- 


FIT&-WJGOiN8«  1^ 

out  my  vatch^  made  an  exclamatiaa  at  the 
laieaess  of  the  hour,  and  protested  that  I  must 
huzy  away  to  my  eYemii^  engagements.  Be- 
£^  they  had  time  to  make  any  remcmstranoe 
against  this  unexpected^  retreat,  I  had  wished 
ikaaEi  a  general  good  evening,  and  hastened  out 
ofihe  house,  leaving  these  worthy  confederates^ 
ftf  such  tiiey  probably  were,  staring  with 
SQiroely  ccmcealed  surprise  and  disappointm^it 
at  losing  their  prey  just  as  he  seemed  to  be 
aafidy  enclosed  within  their  toils.  My  suspi- 
dong  were  corroborated  by  the  subsequent  con- 
diiot  of  Tuchet,  who  firom  that  day  forth  drop- 
ped my  acquaintance,  exchanging  only  a  slight 
bow  whoa  we  met. 

.  When  I  had  made  my  footing  pretty  sure 
at  Bath,  I  found  my  connexion  with  Small- 
^ombe  beoome  exceedingly  irksome.  The  busi- 
BMB  of  the  bank-notes  abstracted  from  my 
pocket,  had  renewed  the  dislike  which  I  £6r- 
nmly  entertained  towards  that  individual,  with 
iaoieased  vigour.  My  disgust  was  increased 
afanoet  to  overflow  by  his  odious  femiliarity, 
tha    vigilaiice    with    which   he    watdied    all 
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my  proceeding,  and  the  ideatttj  of  intereet 
which  bo  incessantly  claimed.  He  expected 
a  daily  account  of  all  that  1  had  seen  and 
done,  tormenting  me  with  the  tmceaan^  in- 
quiry, "  How  d'ye  get  on  ?"  m  allnaion  to  my 
afiair  with  Miss  Jellico,  and  even  thrusting  his 
advice  ujion  mo,  somotimea  almost  in  the  shape 
of  instruction,  as  to  tjie  conduct  o£  the  said 
affair.  He  took  no  hint  from  my  roscrrB, 
coldness,  and  evasion,  which,  when  very  pal* 
puble,  he  would  notice,  by  reminding  mc  ooais^ 
ty  that   I   was  in  his  power,  and  that  it  wai 
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Tilth  every  circumstance  of  derision  and  igno- 
miny, I  was  half  resolved  to  make  a  timely 
and  prudent  retreat.  But  these  squeamish  and 
pusillanimous  moods  were  never  sufficiently  per> 
manent  to  prevail,  and  when  Smallcombe  saw 
me  imd^  their  influence,  he  tried  to  cheer  and 
urge  me  forward,  and  atone  for  his  insolence 
hy  flattery  and  solemn  proihises  never  to  molest 
me  subsequently  to  the  event  upon  which  our 
contract  depended,  my  part  of  the  said  con- 
tract having  been  first  duly  performed. 

To  place  my  feith  in  such  a  person  was 
impossible,  the  (mly  mode  of  securing  him  was 
by  his  own  interest,  to  bind  which  more  efiectu- 
ally  to  fiilence,  I  gave  him  my  promise  in  writ- 
ing, after  my  marriage  with  Miss  Jemima  Jel- 
lico^  or  any  other  lady  in  Bath,  to  pay  him 
an  annual  sum  of  fifty  pounds  so  long  as  he 
preserved  his  relationship,  and  the  history  of 
his  connej^ion  with  me,  a  profound  secret.  This 
he  gladly  accepted,  and  1  now  hoped  that  I 
had  taken  the  best  precautions  against  dis- 
eovery.  My  chief  apprehension  was  that  Small- 
combe might  betray  me  in  a  fit  of  drunken- 
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ness,  to  which  he  was  now  becoming  more  and 
more  addicted ;  but  his  avarice  was  inereasinj 
in  the  same  proportiou  with  hie  intemperance, 
and  I  trusted  that  the  one  would  conntenict 
tlie  other.  As  to  my  nearer  relationa,  I  hoped 
that  their  regard  for  my  welfare  wotdd  be  a 
sufficient  inducement  ia  them  to  abstAin  from 
laying  any  claim  to  my  ntfections  or  counte- 
nance; but  ehonld  they  prove  impracticable, 
my  intention  was  to  taVe  my  wife  abroad,  and 
fix  my  residence,  at  least  for  a  few  years,  in 
some  pkce  whore  my  former  history  slmuM  be 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Although  my  time  passed  at  Bath  very 
agreeably,  I  was^  for  very  obvious  reasons,  ex- 
tremely desirous  to  come  to  a  point  with  Miss 
Jellico  at  the  earliest  possible  period.  I  had 
already  ingratiated  myself  with  the  alderman 
and  "my  lady;**^  who,  as  I  was  credibly  in- 
formed, voted  me  "  a  very  genteel  yoimg 
man,*^  and  would,  therefore,  I  hoped,  consi- 
der me  not  altogether  unworthy  to  aspire  to 
the  hand  of  Miss  Jemima.  Before  I  com- 
mitted myself  to  the  young  lady,  however,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  sound  the  old  gen- 
tleman upon  the  subject.  I  took  an  opportu- 
nity, therefore,  of  broaching  the  matter  one 
evening  when  we  were  sitting  together  after 
dinner,  for  I  was  often  invited  to  join  their 
fiunily  party.     I  signified  to  him  my  admira- 
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tion  of  Lis  daughter,  and  that  I  shonld  be  the 
happiest  of  mankind  if  my  partifditj'  met  with 
his  approbation ;  and,  that  there  should  be  no 
misunderstanding  about  terms,  I  laid  aside  fal^ 
deUcacy,  and  alluded  to  them  in  language  suf- 
ficiently  explicit. 

"  You  are  probably  aware,  sir,"  siud  I,  with 
a  shrug  and  a  smile  of  pretended  humility, 
"  that  I  have  no  riches  to  lay  at  your  daugh- 
ter's feet ;  I  am  but  a  very  poor  gentleman 
with  a  long  pedigree,  whicli  I  heartily  wish 
1   could  exchange  for  a  long  rent-roll.     Hang 
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coDect — of  coarse — Sir  John  Fitz- Wiggins — 
yes,  yes,  it  very  great  man.^ 

"Ay,**  resumed  T,  *' there  was  the  thing, 
yon  see  ;  if  he  hadn^t  been  a  man  of  snch 
note,  he  might  have  been  let  alone,  bnt  they 
wanted  to  make  an  example  in  his  county ; 
for  my  part,  I  wirii  he  had  kept  to  his  horses 
and  honnds,  and  let  old  Charley  fight  his  own 
bttttles.  Then  by  way  of  mending  the  matter, 
his  grandson,  my  great,  great,  great-grand- 
fiither,  mnst  be  on  the  wrong  ride  again  at 
the  Revolution,  the  confounded  old  Tory.'*' 

**  Don't  abuse  him  for  being  a  Tory,-  Mr. 
Fitz- Wiggins ;  I  honour  him  for  it,  sir ;  I  'm 
a  Tory  myself,''  (striking  his  little,  fat  fist  upon 
the  table,)  '^  and  will  always  stand  up  for  my 
Kjng :  here 's  his  Majesty's  health ;  God  bless 
him."  So  saying  he  swallowed  a  bumper,  and 
invited  me  to  pledge  him.  I  did  so,  disclaiming 
at  the  same  time  any  ill-will  to  royalty,  although 
I  had  sufiered  so  deeply  from  the  cause.  I 
then  led  the  conversation  back  to  the  main 
point,  respecting  which  I  gave  Sir  Joseph  to 
niiderstand  that  I  paused  for  a  reply. 

VOL.   II.  H 
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The  little  citizen  was  a  good  AeaX  fluttered 
at  being  thus  pressed  ;  Bwsllowed  hastily  a 
glaas  of  wine,  and  took  several  nqild  pinches 
of  enuif,  before  he  rephed.  i  wa»  aomewhst 
chagrined  at  appearances  which  aeemed  to  de- 
note surpri^  and  embarrassment  ;  for  I  had 
hoped  that  the  old  people  hud  already  contom- 
plated  my  addresses,  and  v/em  prepnrod  to 
give  them  a  faronrable  reception  ;  but,  to  my 
active  fancy,  this  hesitation  seemed  to  imply 
that  they, — or,  rather,  Lady  Jellico,  for  the  re- 
verse of  the  Salic  law  obtained  in  this  famslv,— 
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ever  sentiments  At  thought  proper.  I  abstain* 
ed,  therefore,  from  saying  another  word  about 
the  matter,  intending  to  lose  no  time  in  laying 
my  addresses  before  her  ladyship,  who  might 
take  umbrage  at  mj  haying  omitted  to  consult 
her  pleasure  in  the  first  instance. 

I  waited  upon  her  next  daj  for  this  pur* 
pose,  and  was  received  bj  the  old  ladj  with 
a  stifihess  which  did  not  tend  to  dissipate  mjT 
unfarourable  forebodings.  I  kept  mj  courage 
up,  however,  and  announced  to  her  with  per- 
fect self-possession,  that  I  wished  to  commu- 
nicate with  her  upon  a  concern  in  which  mj 
happiness  was  deeply  involved. 

*^  I  have  tmderstood  from  Sir  Joseph,  sir,^^ 
said  die,  without  any  relaxation  of  stateliness, 
and  scarcely  opening  her  mouth  sufficiently  to 
let  the  words  escape,  ^^that  you  wished  to 
say  something  of  proposals  of  marriage,  re- 
specting of  my  daughter  Jemima.'" 

*^  You  are  nghUy  informed,  madam,^  I  re- 
plied ;  '^  I  threw  out  a  hint  to  Sir  Joseph 
yesterday  on  the  subject,  meaning  to  enter 
into  more  full  particulars  with  your  ladyship, 
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as  you  would,  of  course,  be  tlio  best  ju<Jgfl 
of  what  wouIJ  conduce  to  your  daug'bter's  bap- 
pinesB.  I  trast,  Lady  JcUico,  I  may  Hatter  my- 
self that  you  will  not  conaider  mo  altogether 
unworthy  of  the  honour  to  whieb  I  aspire-" 

"  Thnt,  Mr.  Fitz- Wiggins,  must  depend 
upon  circumstances.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
my  duty  to  inquire  what  is  the  notur  of  your 
fortin  i""  With  these  words,  she  drew  up  her 
head,  half  closed  her  eyes,  and  pursed  up  her 
mouth  with  the  utmost  rigidity. 

This  interrogatory  was  a  poser  for  which  1 
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freely  admit  that  I  have  nothing  to  hoast  of 
but  birth,  fiunily,  and  &diion.  In  point  of 
fortune,  unhappily,  I  am  conscious  I  cannot 
pretend  to  the  hand  of  Miss  Jellico,  my  claims 
in  that  lespect  being  so  trivial,  that  they  may 
be  almost  said  to  amount  to  nothing-*  certainly 
not  worth  naming  to  Lady  Jellico  ;  but  I  trust 
this  will  not  be  considered  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection ;  and  that  my  ardent  wish  to  devote  my- 
self to  your  daughter's  happiness,  together  with 
any  other  recommendations  which  I  maybe  sup- 
posed to  possess,  will  be  allowed  to  have  their 
due  weight  in  influencing  your  decision.^ 

Lady  Jellico,  upon  whom  this  speech  did  not 
£ul  to  make  an  impression,  complimented  me 
on  my  straightforward  conduct,  which  she  con- 
descended to  say  prepossessed  her  in  my  fevour. 

"  For  my  part,^  said  she,  **  I  consider  that 
a  gentleman  is  a  gentleman  if  he's  in  rags. 
But  people  now-ardays  are  all  for  money,  and 
certainly  I  do  wish  you  were  not  quite  so  bad 
off  in  that  matter.  However,  as  I  said  afore, 
I  have  a  great  pongshong  for  blood,  and  that 's 
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mginal  as  mj  own;  her  fiUiier  harving  beeM^ 
by  all  aeconnta,  an  iqpotheoary  and  inflnential 
mender  of  the  eorporaticn  in  an  eleetioneeni^ 
boroiigb^  wbere^  as  mayor,  ho  no  donbl  enter' 
iained  the  f^ktom  and  membeia  for  the  eaid 
borough,  which  behmged  to  a  titled  fiunilj* 
And  as  to  her  nnde,  who  was  wedded  to  a 
nobleman's  daaghter>  it  seined  sndi  was  indeed 
the  fact,  he  having  gained  the  yoong  lady's 
affections  when  .her  Other's  yalet,  and  eto^Md 
with  her  from  his  lordship's  house.  This  by 
the  by. 

I  spared  no  endeavour  to  determine  Lady 
Jellico's  doubts  in  my  favour,  and  at  length 
succeeded  in  wringing  from  her  a  reluctant 
permission  to  pay  my  addresses  to  her  daughter. 
I  could  pretty  plainly  divine  what  was  passing 
in  the  good  lady's  mind.  She  was  willing  to 
accept  me  as  a  dernier  resort^  but  wished  to 
give  Time  every  chance  of  producing  a  more 
eligible  suitor.  But  I  had  a  wholesome  appre- 
hension of  Time,  and  did  not  care  to  trust  my 
fortunes  to  his  tender  mercies.  Satisfied,  how- 
ever, that  the  qualified  consent  which  I   had 
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obtained  was  a  sufGcient  security  to  proceed 
upon,  I  was  resolved  lo  follov  up  my  attack 
upon  the  parents  by  au  immediate  explanation 
with  the  young  lady  upon  whose  heart  I  flatter- 
ed myself'  I  had  made  a  considerable  impreasion 
throug'h  the  medium  of  her  uuderetandiiig,  for 
I  had  not  ventured  to  follow  the  ordinary  laws 
i]f  love  in  laying  siege  to  this  iatullectual  maid' 
I  had  essayed  no  frivolous  flirtation,  but  had 
sought  to  recommend  myself  to  her  by  a  superi- 
ority iu  argument ;  as  the  tender  afiections  of 
tlie  Amazonian  fair  were  to  be  cajrtivated  only 
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How  short-sighted  are  human  speculations! 
how  liable  to  be  frustrated  by  some  little  acci- 
dent which  the  calculator  had  never  contem- 
plated !  Such  was  the  case  on  the  present 
occasion.  Just  as  I  was  approaching  with  san- 
guine hope  the  consummation  of  that  event 
which  would  at  once  have  terminated  my  ad- 
ventures, one  of  these  perverse  and  imlooked-for 
accidents  dashed  down  the  cup  of  bliss  when 
I  was,  as  it  were,  in  the  very  act  of  raising  it 
to  my  lips.  To  quit  metaphor :  in  calling  at 
Sir  Joseph  Jellico'^s  the  next  day,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  formally  communicating  my  passion  to 
the  fair  object,  I  found  the  house  in  great  con- 
fusion, and  on  inquiring  the  cause,  was  in- 
formed by  the  distracted  footman,  ''  that  neith^ 
'Sir  Joseph  nor  my  lady  could  see  me,  as  his 
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master  had  gone  off  about  aa  hour  ago,  in  a  -^ 
chaiae  and  four,  and  her  ladyship  was  in  her  -"" 
bed-room   almoBt   out   of  her   mind,  in  conse- 
([uence  of  Miss  Jemima  having  started  with  a 
muaifianer.'" 

Such  was  Uie  account  which  the  man  in  his 
confusion  blurted  out,  and,  upon  farther  in- 
quiry, 1  was  informed  that  the  yooiig  lady  bad 
eloped  with  a  solt,  seutimeatal  youth,  an  ind- 
pient  profeasional  vocalist,  one  of  the  "  talented" 
guests  and  particular  prateg4es  of  Mrs.  Fuu- 
sliawe  !     I   hastened  to  tliat  lady's  residence, 
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pidons,  beoMfle  I  was  aware  ikak  m$iy  ymmg 
ladies  of  fiuhkNi  were  aecnstomed  to  make  veij 
free  with  th^  prdessfonal  inBtmotors,  who,  in 
consequence)  eondnoted  themselyes  towards  tbeir 
pupils  with  a  familiarity  which,  in  the  absence 
of  such  encoufagemoit,  would  hare  been  consi- 
dered extremely  out  of  place. 

If  Mrs.  Fanshawe  really  meant  mischirf 
in  forwajrding  this  intimacy,  I  was  unwilling 
to  ascribe  to  her  any  worse  motire  than  a 
passion  for  petty  intrigue,  or  any  design  so 
serious  as  the  event  which  had  taken  jdace. 
Miss  Jellico^s  personal  and  mental  acccmplidi- 
ments  were  not  such  as  to  exdte  Mrs.  FaQ- 
diawe^s  jealousy,  ther^ore  she  had  no  visible 
inducement  to  betray  her  young  friend  into 
ridicule,  and  perhaps  ultimate  ruin.  It  never 
occurred  to  me  then  to  suspect  that  the  wi- 
dow could  be  jealous  of  the  attentions  which 
I  pud  to  Miss  Jellico;  since,  having  very 
socm  satisfied  myself  that  my  original  idea, 
of  leading  her  for  the  third  time  to  the  altar 
of  Hymen,  was  impracticable,  instead  of  di- 
viding   my  devotions   between   her   and    het 
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station,  it  was  impossible  that  their  intimacy 
should  continue.  In  vain  did  poor  Mrs.  Lily- 
white  remonstrate  on  the  cruelty  and  injustice 
of  this  behaviour,  and  remind  her  friend  that 
she  had  been  the  first  to  introduce  her  to  her 
present  husband,  and  had  constantly  thrown 
them  together;  Mrs.  Fanshawe  repelled  the 
insinuation  with  infinite  scorn.  A  scene  of 
fierce  recrimination  ensued,  and  the  ladies 
parted,  never  to  meet  again.  Mrs.  Lilywhite 
went  about  for  some  time,  stating  her  hard 
case,  wherever  she  could  engage  an  audience, 
and  the  widow  indulged  in  a  great  deal  of 
contemptuous  satire  at  the  expense  of  the  un- 
fortunate Jemima.  Such  was  the  not  very 
unconmion  termination  of  the  eternal  friend- 
ships which  are  so  sedulously  cultivated  by  the 
gentler  sex. 
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1  DID  not  escape  Bome  sliare  of  the  ridicule 
aud  ill  nature  wliich  wero  elicited  by  this  oo- 
toward  event  —  an  unnecessary  sggmvation  to 
the  chagrin  which  mj  disappointment  begot. 
The  time  lost  in  this  uoproRtablv  porsait  was 
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for  my  future  board  and  lodging.  Had  I  daved 
to  provoke  him,  I  would  haye  given  vent  to 
my  disgust,  and  openly  charged  him  with  the 
robbery,  whidi  I  was  more  than  ever  persuaded 
he  had  practised  upon  me.  But  I  suppressed 
my  passion,  and  calmly  replied,  that  as  such 
was  the  case,  I  must  seek  for  a  lodging  else- 
where, as  I  could  not  afford  to  accept  the 
alternative,  my  stock  being  reduced  to  some- 
thing below  thirty  pounds.  He  then  began  to 
reproach  me  with  having  thrown  away  oppor- 
tunities and  with  losing  my  time ;  but  I  could 
not  forbear  interrupting  him,  by  observing, 
with  a  stem  look,  that  ^^  he  had  no  cause  to 
complain  of  my  disappointment  :'^  and  here  I 
diecked  myself,  as  I  was  proceeding  to  be 
more  explicit.  Smallcombe,  though  he  turned 
pale,  put  on  a  frown,  and  asked  me,  in  a 
forced  tone  of  defiance  ^'  what  I  meant  ?^  but 
encountering  another  glance  from  m6,  turned 
it  off  with  a  laugh,  and  in  a  more  conciliatory 
accent  disclaimed  any  intention  to  complain. 
He  knew,  he  said,  that  it  was  only  a  specu- 
lation, and  that  he  must  stand  his  chance  either 
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sition.  In  this  desperate  state  of  mj  afiairs, 
it  was  no  time  to  relax  in  that  excellent  quality 
to  which  I  mainly  attributed  my  success— I 
mean  confidence,  or,  in  more  blunt  phraseology, 
Impudence.  After  a  very  diort  deliberation, 
therefore,  I  directed  my  hasty  addresses  to  a 
lady,  who,  though  not  the  most  wealthy  or 
charming,  was  reconmiended  to  me  by  the  con- 
sideration that  she  would  be  the  least  likely  to 
object  to  expeditious  proceedings,  as  she  was  very 
well  known  to  have  been  long  since  tired  of 
«« single  blessedness,^  and  as  she  had  arrived  at 
that  time  of  life  when  delays  become  every  day 
more  dangerous.  This  second  object  of  my 
choice,  was  no  other  than  the  grim  Terpsichore 
of  Mrs.  Blade^s  fancy  ball.  Her  name  was 
Griflin — Delia  Griffin  ;  she  had  no  one  to  con- 
trol her  will,  her  nearest  relatives  being  nephews 
and  nieces,  who  were  fortunately  at  present 
in  extremely  bad  odour  vrith  their  aunt,  from 
having  imprudently  ventured,  this  year,  for  the 
first  time,  to  consider  her  as  a  confirmed  old 
maid,  whose  fortune  they  were  sure  to  inherit. 
The  said  fortime,  according  to  the  best  infer- 
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until  the  celebration  of  tin 
cency  forbade  that  1  shoii] 
to  my  Delia  for  a  loan,  to 
poaeibiliiy  that  she  might 
an  exposure  of  the  uakedfii 
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nesB-like  fonOf  as  instniciions  to  her  lawyer 
for  th§  settl^uent. 

I  was,  I  mnBt  oon&as,  taken  somewhat  nn- 
awares  by  this  document:  I  had  hoped  that 
^Yerytibing  was  to  be  left  to  my  own  dispo- 
ml.  I  was  egr^oosly  mistaken;  the  lady 
proposed  to  secure  to  herself  and  her  chil- 
dren, certain  stocks,  shares,  and  bonds,  amoimt- 
mg  in  the  aggregate  to  ten  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  pounds  some  shillings 
and  pence,  allowing  me  only  a  benefit  of  sur- 
TiTorship  in  the  yearly  interest  of  five  thou- 
aaad  odd  pounds,  three  per  cent  consols.  I 
suppose  my  surprise  and  mortification  were 
dq»icted  in  my  countenance  during  my  si- 
lent perusal  of  these  ^^  instructions,^  for  Miss 
Oiiffin  rather  sharply  obsenred,  that  ^^as  I 
could  bring  nothing  into  uettlemint^  I  was, 
of  course,  aware  that  the  utmost  I  could  ex- 
pect was  a  life  interest  in  the  moiety  of  her 
fortune,  and  I  would  perceiye  in  the  eyent  of 
her  death  without  issue,  I  should  become  en- 
titled to  the  absolute  reversion  of  it. 

This  methodical  way  of  going  to  work  quite 
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deprired  me  of  my  usual  presence  of  mind. 
A  fort uue- hunter  to  stumble  upon  a  woman  of 
business  !  Wtiat  an  awkward  disaster  !  After 
a  considerable  pause,  during  which  I  turned  it 
over  in  my  mind  whether  it  woold  not  be  belter 
to  break  off  the  match  rather  than  submit  to 
such  conditions,  I  calmly  observed,  [bat  not 
haviug  becu  jtrcpared  for  snch  propositi itn 8,  I 
must  decline  giving  any  opinion  npon  them, 
until  after  I  had  seen  my  solicitor.  Mise  Grif- 
fin coloured  a  little  at  this  answer,  and  re- 
marked   rathnr  precipitately   that,    "nil  things 
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the  contemplated  union ;  but  Miss  Oriffin^s  life 
was  nearly  as  good  as  mj  own ;  at  least  I 
knew  no  reason  whj  she  should  not  last  thirty 
or  even  forty  years  longer.  The  question,  then, 
was,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  sit  down 
for  life  on  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum  with 
that  amiable  lady.  I  trust  the  reader  has  a 
better  opinion  of  me,  notwithstanding  my  dis- 
closures, than  to  suppose  that  I  aimed  at  the 
possession  of  Miss  6riffin''s  principal,  for  the 
purpose  of  squandering  it  in  selfish  pleasures, 
without  any  regard  to  her  comfort  and  hap- 
piness. I  hope  I  was  incapable  of  any  such 
views ;  but  the  command  of  ten  thousand  pounds 
might  be  made  available  to  many  schemes  for 
advancement  in  life,  from  which  I  should  be 
shut  out,  if  I  only  possessed  a  life  income. 

After  much  anxious  deliberation,  the  ba- 
lance turned  in  favour  of  adhering  to  my  en- 
gagement. In  the  first  place,  I  hoped  to  per- 
suade Miss  Griffin  to  let  me  have  the  control 
of  a  part  of  her  principal,  and  failing  this,  I 
trusted  that,  in  the  event  of  our  marriage  prov- 
ing unprolific,  she  would  be  induced  to  relieve 
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me  from  the  reetrictions  of  the  eettlement. 
Lastly,  I  nils  temptod  to  seek  sheltw  in  thf 
haven  of  matrimony  from  the  trescherous  windt 
and  waves  which  beset  the  voyage  rf  on  ad- 
venturer OD  the  sea  of  life.  A  msn  whose 
clear  property  consisted  of  no  more  than  ^x 
pounds  eterhng  and  a  few  chattels,  could  hardly 
lie  considered  deficient  in  spirit  in  coming  tc» 
euch  a  conclusion. 
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I  WAITED  on  MiBS  Oriffin,  and  informed  her 
with  a  good  grace,  that  I  aeqniesced  in  her 
proposals.  Business  being  thus  dii^ooed  of, 
our  conversation  became  tender,  and  I  besought 
my  fair  one  with  great  earnestness,  to  which 
mj  sense  of  pressing  exigence  gave  a  yery 
engaging  air  of  sincerity,  to  name  an  early  day 
for  the  ceremony.  She  chid  my  impatience 
with  an  affectation  of  playful  coyness,  which 
had  well  nigh  disttirbed  my  digestion,  bat,  by 
an  effort^  I  swallowed  the  rising  qnahn,  and 
persevering  in  my  solicitatione,  at  length  ex- 
torted her  consent  that  the  nuptials  should  be 
edebrated  that  day  three  weeks ;  before  which 
time»  she  assured  me  in  sober  seriousness,  that 
neith^  the  lawyers  nor  the  milliners,  although 
they  should  be  urged  to  use  the  utmost  expe- 
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dition,    could    be   expected  to   complete  their 
respective  dutiea. 

After  can^-aesing  many  ingenious  devices  for 
raising  the  wind,  I  waa  OTcntually  constrained 
to  make  application  to  my  cousin,  who,  after 
felicitating  me  upou  my  good  fortune,  obseired 
that,  though  according  to  the  strict  letter,  he 
could  not  perhaps  call  upon  me  to  fulfil  my  part 
of  our  agreement,  yet  he  felt  quite  persuaded 
that,  as  a  man  of  honour,  I  should  feel  Iiound 
by  it,  inasmucti  as  he  had  started,  and  until 
very  receully   supported    me    aa    a    gentleman. 
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he  had  an  equitable  claim  to  profit  by  the 
agreement ;  but  certainly,  if  I  thought  proper 
to  view  it  with  the  eyes  of  a  pettifogger,  he 
was  excluded.  I  might  act  as  I  pleased;  all 
he  had  to  observe  was,  that  if  I  expected  him 
to  keep  honour  with  me,  I  must  do  the  correct 
and  handsome  thing  by  him  :  and  as  to  my  pro- 
posal to  borrow  a  sum  of  money,  he  was  very 
sorry,  but  he  could  not  entertain  it  without 
better  security  than  I  had  offered. 

The  rogue,  fully  aware  of  the  advantage 
which  he  retained  by  being  the  sole  posses- 
sor of  my  secret,  doubted  not  that  he  could 
thereby  intimidate  me  into  compliance  with 
his  conditions;  but  I  was  resolved  not  to 
submit  tamely  to  his  insolence  and  extortion. 
Emulating  his  own  coolness,  I.  calmly  re- 
plied, that  I  ujiderstood  his  allusion  and  me- 
nace ;  that  he  might,  if  he  chose,  publish  me 
for  an  impostor,  but  it  would  be  of  course 
for  him  to  consider  whether  his  interests  as  a 
tradesman  in  the  place  would^  be  benefited  by 
the  fact  of  his  having  been  a  party  principally 
concerned  in  palming  a  valet  as  a  gentleman 
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of  family  and  ffuttiioD  upon  the  resideiits  and 
Wsitors  at  Bath ;  (or  iu  the  event  of  any  dis- 
closure being  made,  I  ehoa]d  take  care  that 
the  whole  truth  should  come  ont.  As  to  ny 
marriage  with  Mies  Griffin,  90  far  &viii  il» 
being  worth  any  extraordinary  sacrifice,  I  bad 
hardly  been  able  to  make  up  my  mind  to  it, 
and  the  slightest  obstacle  would  now  suffice  to 
decide  me  upon  broukingf  it  off.  If  be  wonM 
advance  me  a  small  sum,  I  did  not  object,  in 
cousideratiou  of  my  not  being  able  to  offer 
mnrketnble    seriirily,  to   give    bim  a  moderate 
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missorj  note  at  six  months  date  for  one  hrmr 
dred  and  twenty-five  poonds. 

My  engagement  with  Miss  Griffin  having 
been  diligently  published  by  the  lady  herseU; 
immediately  became  the  subject  of  conversation 
in  every  drawing-room,  and  superseded  the 
scarcely  yet  decayed  gossip  of  Miss  Jellioo^s 
elopement.  I  was  Ailly  prepared  to  endure 
my  share  of  the  ridicule  which  I  foresaw  that 
such  a  coalition  would  produce.  But  my  part- 
ner, unfortunately  for  me,  though  happily  for 
herself,  was  insensible  to  the  absurdity  of  our 
situation  ;  she  rather  considered  it  a  triumphant 
one,  to  judge  by  her  anxiety  to  appear  with  me 
in  all  public  places.  She  paraded  the  streets 
arm-in-arm  with  me  daily ;  exhibited  me  by  her 
side  in  the  front  row  of  a  theatre ;  and,  dressed 
with  the  airiness  of  seventeen,  dragged  me 
about  at  parties  and  balls, — nay,  at  the  latter, 
insisted  even  on  my  dancing  with  her!  It 
required  all  my  fortitude  to  bear  up  under  the 
half-suppressed  jeers,  sneers,  and  laughter,  to 
whidi  we  were  subjected.  I  found  that  I  had 
lost  a  great  deal  in  public  estimation  by  this 
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engagement,  which  geemed  go  much  infenor 
tu  my  pretensions,  that  people  began  to  qnestion 
Tvhetber  those  pretensions  had  not  beea  eoine- 
what  overrated.  Now  that  my  object  was 
gained,  I  regarded  these  disparaging  whispers 
with  great  indifference,  having  no  longer  much 
apprehension  of  my  real  quality  being  disco- 
vered ;  and  could  my  Delia  have  been  a  little  less 
fond,  or  had  she  at  least  abstiuned  from  the  open 
display  of  her  love,  I  should  have  enjoyed,  not 
indeed  much  blissful  expectation,  but  a  (juiel 
enntent,    which,    thoiiirh    not    so  exciting,    was 
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of  your  last  master^  Lord  Leighton ;  he  said  lie 
thought  he  recollected  your  face  when  you 
came  into  the  room,  and  is  now  ready  to  swear 
that  he  has  seen  you  bring  notes  to  his  sister 
from  Lord  Leighton.  The  rascal  says  he  otvea 
you  one  for  not  having  given  the  table  their 
revenge ;  so  that  by  this  time  to-morrow  it 
will  be  all  over  the  town.  Tuchet  was  the 
person  he  mentioned  it  to,  and  he  came  and 
told  me ;  I,  of  course,  shammed  ignorant,  and 
swore  I  didnH  believe  a  word  of  it;  but  he 
swore  again  that  he  could  bring  forward  proofs, 
and  he  will  too,  for  he  hates  you,  because  he 
thinks  you  smoked  him."" 

I  silently  revolved  for  a  few  minutes  what 
was  to  be  done  in  this  emergency ;  Smallcombe 
anxiously  hung  upon  my  lips,  but  without 
awaiting  the  exposition  of  my  sentiments,  he 
resumed. 

"  Do  you  think,''  said  he,  "  you  could  hum- 
bug the  old  woman  by  making  her  still  believe 
it 's  all  right ;  I  'm  afraid  it 's  no  use  to  try  and 
keep  the  report  from  her;  but  perhaps  you 
could  get  her  out  of  the  place,  or  hurry  up 
the  wedding  upon  some  pretence  P'' 
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I  told  him  that  I  Hid  not  despair  of  still 
being  able  to  carry  the  matter  through  with 
It  high  hand,  only  I  must  he  left  to  myself; 
and  as  I  saw  that  all  he  eared  for  was  the 
perilous  situntion  of  his  Itnndred  pounds,  I  in- 
formed him  (to  prevent  UBelcsa  importunity), 
that  I  had  already  sunk  that  sum  in  the  pre- 
parations for  my  marriage ;  the  consammaUon 
of  which,  therefore,  was  not  only  the  sole 
chance  he  had  of  being  reimbursed,  hut  even 
of  recovering  the  smallest  fraction.      He  lool^ed 
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I  DID  not,  as  maj  be  supposed,  ei\joy  a  yeiy 
refireshiag  slumber  that  night,  and,  at  as  early 
an  hour  next  day  as  decency  would  permit, 
I  r^Mured  to  Miss  Griffin^s  lodgings;  not  pre- 
pared with  any  particular  plan  of  oondoct, 
but  meaning  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
direct.  I  entered  the  room  with  an  unabashed 
forehead,  and  fomnd  my  bride  elect  holding  an 
open  letter,  the  oontents  of  which  I  inferred^ 
&om  a  glance  at  her  countenance,  were  not 
of  an  agreeable  nature.  From  these  portents, 
I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  find  that  the 
epistle  related  to  myself;  but  I  affected  great 
astonishment  at  reading  it,  for,  without  no- 
ticing my  salutation,  she  placed  it  in  my  hand 
as  soon  as  I  i^pproached  her.  The  letter  was 
anonymons,  and  professed  to  be  from  a  fiiend, 
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who  wished  to  caotioii  her  agunst  beoommg 
the  yictim  of  impoetore.  It  then  proceeded 
with  a  very  accurate  statement  of  the  Tidsa- 
todes  which  I  had  experienced  the  hist  fi?e 
or  six  years ;  and  concladed  three  sides  of  a 
sheet  of  awkwfml  &cts  with  a  solemn  asseve- 
ration of  their  tmth.  I  had  scarcely  finidied 
the  perusal,  when  Miss  Ghriffin  bnrst  into  an 
invective  against  the  anonymous  slanderer ;  but 
stopped  suddenly  when  she  observed  the  aston- 
ishment which  I  had  at  first  assumed  settling 
into  a  profound  gravity.  The  fact  was,  I  had 
not  the  hardihood  to  oppose  a  callous  denial 
to  such  a  circumstantial  detail ;  besides,  the 
stake  was  hardly  sufficient  to  tempt  me  to 
such  an  outrageous  breach  of  morality.  I 
obeyed  a  sudden  impulse,  therefore,  to  make 
a  full  confession,  and  throw  myself  upon  her 
love  and  mercy. 

**  Madam,^  said  I,  ^'  it  is  with  shame  and 
contrition  I  acknowledge  that  the  allegations 
of  this  paper  are  not  altogether  unfounded ; 
to  be  perfectly  unreserved  with  you,  they  are 
substantially  correct.^     I  then  essayed  to  entw 
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upon  an  extenuation  of  my  fraud ;  when  Miss 
Griffin,  with  featnres  distorted  hj  rage  and 
a  voice  of  thunder,  burst  forth  thus  : 

**  You  audacious  wretch  ! '' 

After  this  first  terrific  explosion  of  fury, 
she  paused  a  few  seconds  to  collect  words, 
and  launch  forth  another  yolley,  looking  dag- 
gers at  me  meanwhile.  I  endeavoured,  in  vain, 
to  avert  the  tempest  by  a  submissive  look  and 
deprecatory  gesture.  She  assailed  me  with 
a  torrent  of  vituperative  eloquence,  which  I 
found  it  hopeless  to  resist ;  for  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  gentler  sex  are  commonly  far 
superior  to  us  in  this  talent  of  invective.  After 
having  exhausted  her  stock  of  epithets,  she 
pronounced,  **  You  —  you  —  you  !^  pausing  be- 
tween each  repetition  of  the  pronoun  for  some 
^ew  term  of  abuse,  and  then  went  ofi*  into 
strong  hysterics. 

At  this  juncture,  several  maid-servants  rushed 
into  the  room;  having,  no  doubt,  been  sum- 
moned to  the  door,  by  the  unusual  elevation 
of  Miss  Griffin^s  voice,  and  remained  there  in 
case  their  services  should  be  required.     To  the 
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hands  of  these  damsels,  I  oonfiogned  the  agi- 
tated lady,  and  effected  a  speedy  retreat.    I 
harried  back  to    my  lodgings,  where   I   was 
glad  to  hide  my  face  from  the  sight  of  mankind. 
Disappointment  and  regret  for  waste  of  tirne-^ 
diame  at  the  ezposnre  whidi  I  had  incurred, 
and  a  degree  of  remorse  for  that  into  which 
I  had  betrayed  Miss    Griffin,  who,  howerer 
ridiculons,  was  still  a  woman,  and  had  acted 
upon  the  £Edth  and  general  impression  of  my 
being  a  gentleman ; — ^these  emotions  sunk  me 
for  many  hours  into  an  inactive  despondency. 
On  my  recovery,  I  made  preparations  for  un- 
mediate  departure,  not  caring  again  to  encoun- 
ter a  Bath  face ;    I  stole   out  at   twilight  to 
discharge  a  few  trifiObig  debts,  and  leaving  my 
cousin   Smallcombe  to   practise   the  virtue   of 
patience  at  the  suburban  tavern  where  we  had 
appointed  to  meet,  I  engaged  a  place   in  the 
London  mail ;  and  next  morning  at  daybreak, 
on  opening  my  eyes,  found  myself  rattling  over 
the  stones  of  the  great  city. 
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I  TOOK  up  my  quariere  in  an  obscure  eating- 
liouse  in  the  City,  where  I  might,  without  in- 
terruption, reflect  upon  the  past,  and  digest 
my  plans  for  ihe  future.    Stripped  in  a  mo- 
ment of  my  borrowed  plumes,  and  con&dgn- 
ed   back  again  to  my  original    mean  condi- 
tion,   I   could    do    nothing    for    some    days 
but  dwell  upon  my  life  for  the  last  six  months, 
which  at  length  seemed  to  fade  iaio  the  in- 
distinctness  and   improbability  of  a   dream  ; 
and  I  belieye  I  might  ultimately  have  wrought 
myself  to  doubt  whether  it  was  not  aU  an 
hallucination  of  my  brain,  had  not  the  organs 
of  public  intelligence  convinced  me  that  it  was 
a  reality.     About  a  week  after  my  retreat, 
taking  up  a  newspaper,  I  found  a  paragraph, 
copied  from  a  Bath  journal,  alluding  to  my 
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adyenture.  My  name,  though  not  printed  at 
length,  was  plainly  iiidicated.  I  was  described 
as  a.  person  of  "  most  geDtlemanly  exterior,  and 
elegant  address,"  who  bad,  by  these  recom- 
mendations, introduced  myself  into  the  liigb- 
est  company,  and  most  faahionable  circles  at 
Bath.  It  went  on  to  state,  "An  absurd  re- 
port haa  reached  our  ears,  that  the  individoal 
in  question  was  a  footman  out  of  place,  which 
we  notice  only  as  an  instance  of  the  extrava- 
gance of  surmise  upon  every  uncommon  occasion. 
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heightens  the  yillany  o£  this  black  design  : 
P — W — ns  has  a  wife  and  six  children,  now 
resident  in  the  sister  kingdom.  We  regret  to 
add,  that  our  respected  townsman,  Mr.  Small- 
combe,  has  been  peculiarly  the  dupe  of  this 
adventurer,  who  lodged  in  the  house  of  that 
gentleman,  by  whom  he  was  supplied  not  only 
with  goods  to  a  considerable  amount,  but  a 
pecuniary  advance,  which  he  obtained  on  the 
plausible  representation  of  not  being  able  to 
arrange  his  affairs  time  enough  for  his  con- 
templated marriage.  Other  tradesmen  have 
been  sufferers,  but  not  to  so  great  an  ex. 
tent.  It  is  supposed  that  the  fellow,  who 
absconded  on  the  first  whisper  of  suspicion, 
has  escaped  to  the  Continent.^^ 

The  reader  is  enabled  to  judge  how  far  the 
^<  accurate  information''  of  this  editor  is  cor- 
rect. It  is  but  justice  to  myself  to  declare, 
that  his  assertion  of  tradesmen  at  Bath  having 
suffered  by  me,  was  not  better  founded  than 
his  other  statements.  It  is  true,  that  I  had 
received  goods  and  money  from  the  respect- 
able Mr.  Smallcomibe ;  nevertheless  I  considered 
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him  still  ia  my  debt.  The  part  of  the  para* 
^apli  which  related  to  tliat  worthy,  was  pro- 
bably faruishcd  by  himself;  not  8o  much  from 
aiilmoeity  againet  me,  as  to  avert  enspidrai 
from  fixing  upon  him  rs  an  accomphce ;  for, 
when  I  was  informed  of  the  discovery  of  my 
secret,  I  had  taken  the  precsution,  hi  ordef 
to  preclude  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  my 
cousin  to  recover  any  portion  of  the  hundred 
pounds  he  had  advanced  me,  to  awjiiaint  him 
that  I  had  already  invested  that  sum  iu   pre- 
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I  were  fortunate  enougli  to  obtain  a  sitnar 
tion  without  a  referenee,  (for  it  would  hardly 
be  safe  now,  to  represent  myself  as  havbg 
been  valet  to  the  late  Lord  Leighton,)  I  should 
still  lie  under  continual  apprehensions  of  being 
identified  with  the  Bath  swindler  ;  in  which 
event,  ruin,  almost  irretrievable,  would  be  my 
lot.  Bitterly  did  I  then  bewail  my  temerity 
in  having  been  tempted  to  explore  a  short  cut 
to  fortune,  by  a  path  which  left  me  so  bad 
a  retreat.  I  had  to  begin  my  career  anew,  and 
to  re-encoimter  all  my  former  struggles,  with 
additional  perplexities.  My  adventures  at  Bath 
having  acquired  much  publicity,  I  could  not 
apply  myself  to  any  of  my  former  friends, 
all  of  whom,  either  from  policy  or  disappro- 
bation, would  surely  disown  me.  At  one  time, 
I  was  more  than  half  disposed  to  go  to  my 
former  friend  and  patron.  Drew,  and  lay  my 
case  before  him  without  reserve;  but  subse- 
quent reflection  induced  me  to  postpone  this 
design  until  I  should  be  reduced  to  the  last 
extremity ;  as,  in  case  of  matters  turning  out 
better  than  I  expected,  I  did  not  consider  it 


tion,  and  my  purse  and  Bpi 
sinking,  when  venturing  one 
time  aiaee  my  return  to  1 
crowded  streets,  as  I  was 
Cheapiiide,  I  was  conscious 
had  stopped  short,  and  was 
This  prompted  me  to  quick< 
I  was  almost  immediately 
strong  gra^p  of  >^  hand  upo 
name  was,  at  the  same  time, 
friendly  voice,  which,  togetL 
and  fi^ire,  I  almost  itistautl 
was  Tibbette — the  same  fa^ 
who  hod  accompanicil  me  in 
ney  to  the  metropolis,  aud 
remembered,   I  had  shaken  i 
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After  greetings  were  exchanged,  Tibbetts 
proposed,  (that  is  to  say,  if  I  was  not  too  proud,) 
to  adjourn  to  a  tavern  hard  bj,  when  he  would 
treat  me  to  a  glass  of  something.  I  acquiesced 
with  great  aflGEibilit j,  and  the  next  minute  saw 
us  seated  together  in  a  coffee-room  over  two 
glasses  of  brandy  and  water.  We  now  mutu- 
ally glanced  at  each  other^s  appointments.  My 
friend^s  countenance  could  not  conceal  his  sui^ 
prise  at  seeing  me  carelessly  dressed  in  faded 
garments ;  while  I  was  no  less  struck  by  his 
improved  exterior.  He  had  positively  a  steady, 
respectable  appearance;  no  longer  dirty  and 
slovenly,  his  person  and  linen  were  irreproach- 
able, and  his  clothes  had  the  gloss  of  novelty, 
although  as  ill-made,  and  as  ill-worn,  as  ever. 
Not  a  trace  of  any  former  neglect  was  observ- 
able in  his  manner ;  he  repeated  several  times 
his  delight  at  seeing  me  once  more,  shook  my 
hand  most  affectionately,  regardless  of  the  stares 
of  strangers  in  the  room,  and  urged  very  ear^ 
nestly  that  we  should  get  drunk  together  on 
the  spot,  in  commemoration  of  our  happy  en- 
counter ;    and  it  was  with   difficulty  I  could 


portunitiea  to  be  imn 
with  my  history,  since  w 
eztesdiiig  orer  nebrij  u 

self  would  have  \xea  < 
nicative  as  to  his  own  a 
prevented  him;  and,  ivi 
mutual  eipianation,  we 
gagement  to  meet  tho  sai: 
tain  house  of  entertaiumei 
enjoy  a  private  room,  a  h 
a  bowl  of  punch. 


187 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

I  FIB8T  relate4  vij  adventorea,  and  as  I 
had  entire  oonfidenoe  in  my  friend'^s  fidelity, 
I  withheld  nothing  from  him.  He  listened 
to  my  narrative  with  interest  a  good  deal 
heightened  by  wonder.  But  when  I  came  to 
leconnt  my  proceedings  at  Bath,  he  smiled, 
shook  his  head,  and  declared  he  was  not  to  be 
gammoned  at  that  rate.  I  very  gravely  assured 
him  that  what  wa!s  stated  was  no  more  than 
the  simple  &ct,  but  it  cost  me  several  solenm 
asseverations  to  convince  him  that  I  was  in 
right  earnest.  Then,  indeed,  astonishment  was 
painted  in  his  countenance  so  ludicrously,  that 
I  could  not  forbear  laughing,  which  interpret** 
ing  as  a  confession  of  fraud,  he  relapsed  into 
iaoredality.  However,  he  was  at  length  satis- 
fied, and  I  resumed  my  story,  omitting  no  par- 
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ticular  wliich  could  eabance  his  marvels.  \VIieo 
I  hoU  finished  m^  relattoD,  he  gave  full  vent 
to  (lis  emotions  of  snqtrise  and  admiration, 
w)iic)i  Had  as  yet  escaped  onlj  in  interjectioue 
and  sundry  very  native  (|ueriea  and  rcmarkii.  1 
was  amused,  also,  at  detecting  a  slight  degree 
of  envy  mingled  with  his  feelings,  a  manifesta- 
tion which  I  had  never  before  observed  in  tkia 
unpretending  and  good-natumd  creatnre. 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  some  people  are  bora 
with  silver  spoons  in  their  mouths.  1  might 
Iiave  waited  lonj^  enough,  before  1  could  rule 
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that  you  are  so  much  better  off  in  the  end  than 
myself;  and  as  I  always  say,  what^s  the  odds, 
80  as  yotfre  'appy  ?" 

With  this  philosophical  reflection,  he  con- 
soled himself  nnder  the  unequal  distribution  of 
fortune^s  fistvours.  Ten  years  ago,  perhaps,  I 
might  have  disdained  the  equality  which  Mr. 
Tibbetts  arrogated  even  after  the  deductions 
that  he  had  allowed,  but  I  was  now  by  no 
means  so  certain  that  the  balance  of  substantial 
merit  was  on  my  side.  I  made  a  good-hu- 
moured answer,  therefore,  and  found  that  my 
friend'^s  spleen  had  wholly  evaporated.  I  then 
called  upon  him  for  his  own  narrative,  with 
which  he  immediately  favoured  me  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect. 

**  When  we  parted,^  said  he,  "  you  recollect 
that  I  was  well  provided  for,  having  had  the 
lock,  through  my  friend  Mr.  Robinson,  the 
houge-steward,  to  be  hired  into  the  service  of 
the  Earl  of  Appleshaw.  But  owing  to  my  own 
foUy,  I  did  not  keep  this  situation  long.  Ro- 
binson, you  must  know,  gave  a  great  many 
parties,  at  which  I  was  employed  to  attend. 


mind  to  be  content  and 
There  was  the  same  soi 
in  this  house,  that  you  dt 
at  that  lord's  where  you 
tertaiDed  his  guests  will 
plate,  and  the  finest  wint 
the  eervanta  hated  him  he 
let  any  of  them  have  any  | 
them  dared  complain  of  h 
lord,  because  he  had  th« 
in  bim,  and  n-ould  hoar  i 
vantage.  Well,  so  thing 
six  months,  when  Rohint 
never  thought  of  my  tatic 
duct,  began  to  employ  mi 
very  auspicious  nature,  am 
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this  kind,  I  thonght   I  would  take  the  liber- 
ty of  asking  some  explanation   of  them,    bat 
received    a    very    severe    and    violent    repri- 
mand from  my  employer,   who  threatened,  if 
ever  I  presumed  to  ask  any  more  impertinent 
questions,  to  turn  me  that  moment  out  of  the 
house.     This  threat  checked  me  for  some  time, 
but  my  conscience  would  not  be  easy,  for  I 
could  not  help  thinking  that  I  was  made  the 
agent  of  dishonest  practices.     I  communicated 
my  suspicions  to  one  of  my  fellow-servants,  an 
onder-footman,  who  advised  me  to  mind  my 
own  business,  as  whether  what  I  supposed  was 
the  case  or  not,  I  should  get  no  thanks  for  my 
pains.     I  was  imprudent  enough  to  disregard 
this  counsel,  but  big  with  conscious  rectitude, 
resolved  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the  Earl 
himself.     I  &iled  not  to  do  so,  but  instead  of 
meeting    the    warm    commendation    which    I 
thought  my  fidelity  deserved,  his  lordship  only 
manifested  a  cold    surprise    and    incredulity; 
he  said  it  was  only  fiur  that  I  should  confront 
Mr.  Robinson  with  my  extraordinary  tale,  and 
ringing  the  bell,  ordered  the  immediate  attend- 
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ance  of  tlie  liouse-stewanl.  He  appealed  ia  C 
few  minutes,  and  started  a  little  when  he  mw 
me,  wlio  screwed  myself  to  gaze  at  him  with 
unshaken  firmDess.  '  Robinaon,''  said  the  Earl, 
with  a  slight  smile,  and  a  tone  of  voice  which 
seemed  to  imply  that  he  did  not  put  much 
Gaith  In  my  statement,  '  this  maa  accuses  you 
of  making  away  with  plate  aod  Ituen,  and  I 
know  not  what.'  Then  turning  to  me,  he  de- 
sired me  to  repeat  my  charge.  I  humbly 
bejfged  leave  to  remind  his  lordship  that  I  liad 
made  no  cAnri^-f  ;   I  bad  only  stated  what  mi;?ht 
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imitation  of  his  lord^s  manner,  affected  to  treat 
the  matter  as  absurd  and  contemptible.    He  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  occasionallj  sent  me  with 
parcels  to  different  quarters  of  the  town,  but  they 
were  on  his  own  private  business,  with  which 
he  should  not  think  of  troubling  his  lordship* 
But  if  the  Earl  had  anj  doubts,  he  offered  to 
produce  all  the  persons  to  whom  the  parcels 
were  respectively  addressed,  to  give  evidence 
as  to  their  contents.     This  proposal  was  re- 
jected by  his  lordship  as  quite  unnecessary; 
upon  which,  Mr.  Robinson  earnestly  requested, 
as  a  personal  favour,  that  his  lordship  would 
condescend  to  see  and  examine  the  individuals 
alluded  to,    as  he   could  never  enjoy  a  mo* 
mentis  peace,  if  he  thought  the  least  shadow 
of  a  doubt  of  his  integrity  renuuned  upon  his 
lordship^s  mind.     The   Earl  assured  him  that 
he  had  not,  and  never  had  the  slightest  doubt 
of  the  kind ;  then  turning  to  me,  he  reprehended 
my  officiousness,  which  he  could  only  attribute 
to  ^ite,  or  a  habit  of  associating  with  bad  cha* 
racters. 

He   then  asked   Robinson   where   I    came 
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to  him  about  six  months  si 
him  to  a  situation.  He  addi 
in  a  Btato  bordering  upon 
neither  money,  food,  and  scat 
]irompted  by  compassion, 
into  the  hoase  in  a  subor 
nitboat  previoDsIy  making 
character  ;  an  omisKion  whii 
ivaa  extremely  culpable,  am 
pressed  liis  deep  regret.  ' 
of  the  animosity  which  bae  j 
man  to  this  wicked  attemp 
said  KobineoD,  '  I  know  i 
baring  refused  his  unreaso) 
his  aituation  and  wages  ehoi 
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aelf  to  find  out  any  solution  for  thil(  mys- 
tery, contented  himself  with  desiring  his  stew- 
ard to  pay  me  my  wages,  and  turn  me  out 
of  the  house.  And  having  given  these  or- 
ders, he  dismissed  us  both.  The  steward,  after 
indulging  in  a  few  malignant  observations 
on  the  failure  of  my  attempt  to  criminate 
him,  ordered  me  to  strip  and  turn  out;  and 
as  I  received  no  stipulated  wages,  he  peremp- 
torily refused  to  give  me  a  fistrthing,  although 
I  had  been  led  to  expect  that  I  was  to  receive 
ten  pounds  per  annum,  of  which  there  was  a 
full  quarter  due  to  me. 

.  "  I  was  now  pretty  ill  off,  not  having  another 
friend  in  London,  and  only  a  few  shillings  in 
my  pocket.  As  to  my  wardrobe,  I  carried  the 
whole  of  it  on  my  back  without  inconvenience. 
Bat  I  enjoyed  good  health,  and  a  clear  con- 
science, so  you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  want  a 
light  heart  in  the  midst  of  my  misfortune.  I 
first  tried  to  find  you  out,  thinking,  if  you  were 
not  as  badly  off  as  myself,  you  might  lend  me 
a  good  turn ;  but  on  inquiring  at  your  lodgings, 
I  was  told  you  had  left  some  months,  and  they 
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knew  notiiuig  about  yon.  I  then  gsvse  up  the 
parsnit)  as  I  might  as  well  haTe  locdced  fbr 
a  needle  in  a  bottle  of  hay;  and  stiddng 
mj  hands  in  my  podkate,  wandsrod  mboot, 
patting  my  fioth  in  Providence.  I  waited 
patiently  fbr  the  ezpeeted  pteferment,  mitO 
my  landlord  tamed  me  oat  into  the  street, 
becaose  I  coold  not  oontinae  to  pay  the  shilling 
a  week  for  my  bed  in  advance. 

'<  It  was  a  bitter  March  day,  and  gasts  of 
wind  from  a  clear  sky  were  raising  doads  of 
dry  dast,  which  charged  against  my  fiioe  like 
a  volley  of  ground  glass. 

^^  My  stomach  was  empty,  and  there  was 
no  prospect  of  its  being  speedQy  replenished. 
In  this  wretched  state  was  I  when  Satan,  who 
had  no  doubt  been  lying  in  wait  for  my  immortal 
soal,  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  hold  oot 
a  lure  for  the  same.  I  was  passing  throngfa 
the  blind  alley  which  leads  from  Bolton  Row 
to  Berkeley  Street,  when  a  gentleman  in  a 
muffler  and  great  travelling-cloak,  who  wu 
hastening  on  before  me,  probably  to  catch  one 
of  the  coaches  in  Piccadilly,  happened  in  poll- 
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ing  out  his  poeket-handkerchief  to  dbrop  a  small 
net-purse)  which  fell  upon  the  pavement.  I 
east  a  glance  behind  and  forward ;  there  was 
no  second  person  within  sight,  and  the  gentle- 
man hurried  on  unconscious  of  his  loss.  I  took 
up  the  purse,  the  contents  of  which,  as  they 
were  visible,  appeared  to  be  three  bank-notes 
and  a  sovereign*  One  of  the  notes  I  could 
clearly  discern  to  be  a  fifty.  My  heart  beat 
quick,  and  my  body,  firom  shivering  with  ex- 
treme cold,  broke  into  a  glow  of  heat*  Old 
Nick  then  set  to  work,  and  immediately  placed 
beneath  my  nostrils  a  smoking  romid  of  boUed 
beef  and  greens,  with  a  pot  of  double  stout. 
He  then  clothed  me  firom  head  to  foot,  put 
a  pipe  in  my  mouth,  and  bid  me  defy  care. 
He  told  me  I  should  be  a  fool  to  hesitate,  as 
sel^preservation  was  the  first  law  of  nature, 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  I  wanted  the 
money  mudh  more  than  he  who  had  lost  it« 
The  cunning  old  rogue  urged,  likewise,  the  cer- 
tain impunity,  as  it  was  a  thousand  to  one  the 
gentleman  never  made  any  attempt  to  recover 
his  property  lost  in  the  streets  of  London,  and 
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even  if  anything  so  improbable  shoold  take 
place  as  the  pnrse  being  traced  to  my  posses- 
sion, he  could  not  prove  that  I  had  seen  it  fidl 
from  his  pocket,  as  he  was  not  aware  of  my 
having  been  behind  him. 

^^  These  temptations  and  aiguments  had  pre- 
vailed, and  I  was  thrusting  the  prize  into 
the  pocket  of  my  pi^italoons,  when  a  sadden 
impulse  stayed  my  hand,  and  after  a  mo* 
mentis  irresolution,  I  set  off  at  full  qpeed 
after  the  gentleman.  I  came  up  with  him 
breathless,  and,  wiping  the  perspiration  from 
my  forehead  with  one  hand,  I  held  out  his 
purse  with  the  other.  He  recognized  and  re- 
ceived it  with  an  inquiring  look  of  surprise, 
which  1  satisfied  as  soon  as  I  could  speak,  by 
a  simple  statement  of  the  fact.  He  examined 
the  contents  of  his  purse,  and  finding  them 
right,  put  it  by,  at  the  same  time  commending 
my  honesty,  and  fumbling  in  his  waistcoat, 
drew  forth  three-pence,  which  he  handed  me 
as  ^  something  to  drink  his  he^th  with  f  So 
saying,  he  went  on,  leaving  me  not  very  deeply 
impressed  with  his  munificence;  but  the  con- 
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sciousness  of  haiODg  done  my  duty,  and  con- 
qnered  the  deyil,  was  as  good  as  meat>  clothes, 
and  lodging. 

*^  I  procured  a  penny-loaf  and  a  draught  ef 
small  ale,  with  the  reward  of  my  honesty, 
which  senred  to  keep  the  wolf  out  for  that  day. 
At  night  I  laid  myself  down  in  the  porch  of  a 
large  house,  where  I  wa^  very  comfortably  shel- 
tered from  the  wind  and  weather.  Here  I  enjoyed 
a  very  sound  sleep ;  and  so  much  was  I  oyer** 
come  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  that  I  believe 
I  should  haye  slept  till  noon,  had  I  not  been 
roused  at  six  o^clock  by  the  guardian  of  the 
night  bawling  the  hour,  a  sound  which  had 
not  till  then  disturbed  my  slumber.  I  started 
ap,  but  did  not  escape  without  a  reprimand 
from  that  yigilant  Amctionary,  for  my  pre^ 
sumption  in  selecting  such  a  dormitory.  ^  D^c 
think,^  said  he,  ^  such  yarment  as  you  is  to 
be  allowed  to  lay  down  at  gentlemen'^s  doors  P** 
and  desired  me  to  moye  on.  I  made  no  an- 
swer, but  did  as  I  was  ordered,  though  I  found 
myself  so  stiff  that  I  could  not  walk  without  dif- 
ficulty. 
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'  *^In  the  doone  of  the  dajr^  ^en  dmen  to 
the  extremity  of  cold  axid  ^raat,  I  begged  a 
BmaH  trifle  firom  the  passen-by,  for  whidi  I  was 
takoi  into  custody  by  <me  of  the  tity  officers, 
and  carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor.  His  Ii6rd- 
fihip  adced  me»  with  stem  gravity,  how  I  came 
to  be  found  begging?  I  re^ed  with  tmth, 
that  I  had  begged  because  I  wanted  to  buy 
food,  and  had  do  other  means  of  obtaining  it. 
Upon  which,  my  Lord,  with  still  more  stern- 
ness, warned  me  not  to  be  impertinent,  unless 
I  wished  to  be  sent  to  the  treadmill.  He  then 
declared,  with  emphasis,  looking  around  at  the 
same  time  with  an  air  of  conscious  merit,  that 
no  such  fellows  as  I  should  infSest  the  city 
during  his  mayoralty ;  a  sentiment  which  was 
received  with  nods  and  murmurs  of  approbation 
by  sundry  corpulent  elderly  gentlemen  present, 
regular  devotees  of  Ceres  and  Bacchus,  I  war- 
rant them.  His  Lordship  then  returned  to  me, 
and  desired  me  to  give  an  account  of  myself^ 
tirhich  I  did  without  reserve,  or  any  deviation 
from  the  truth.  But  my  story  was  received  with 
smiles  of  derision  and  incredulity,  and  his  Lord* 
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ship  condescended  to  make  some  facetious  re- 
marks upon  it,  which  made  the  corpulent  gen- 
try shake  their  sides  with  laughter.  After 
amusing  himself  and  his  friends  a  little  longer 
at  my  expense,  he  discharged  me  with  an  ad- 
monition, that  if  I  were  found  offending  in  the 
like  manner  again  I  should  be  sent  to  Bride- 
well. 

^^  I  was  going  out  of  the  office  a  good 
deal  dissatisfied  with  the  usage  I  had  experi- 
enced, when  I  was  followed  by  a  respectable- 
looking  man,  who  accosted  me,  and  asked  me 
some  questions  about  my  family,  which  proved 
that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  it.  My 
answers  harbg  satisHed  him  that  I  wa«  what 
I  represented  myself  to  be,  he  shook  me  by  the 
hand,  imd  calling  a  coach,  informed  me  that 
I  should  accompany  him  to  his  house,  as  I 
was  his  relative,  my  mother  and  himself  having 
been  first  cousins.  He  farther  informed  me, 
that  he  was  a  coal-merchant,  in  a  pretty  good 
way ;  that  he  had  a  wife  but  no  children  ;  and 
assured  me,  that  if  he  could  not  employ  me 
himself,  he  would  take  care  to  recommend  me 
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to  a  good  situation.  While  1  was  thanking 
him  for  bis  kindness,  and  congratolatin^  m^ 
self  on  my  good  fortune,  whieh  I  attnbuted 
both  litt^rallj  and  reiigioaslv  to  my  refunnj 
the  aid  of  the  devil  the  day  before,  we  -n-ere 
set  down  at  mv  cousin's  house ;  a  neat  little 
lilace  with  a  braes-plate  on  the  door,  and  in  a 
'[uiet  retired  street. 

"  Mr.  Mallins  introduced  me  to  hia  wife,  ex- 
pluining  in  a  few  words  who  1  was,  and  that  he 
had  found  me  by  accident  la  great  need.  Tbf 
^ood  woman  welcome<l  me  wery  heartilr,  and  in 
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this  capacity,  whom  his  own  sense  of  justice 
would  not  hare  allowed  him  to  displace  for 
me,  even  could  I  have  consented  to  such  an 
arrangement.  He  bestirred  himself,  however,. 
80  effectually  in  my  behalf,  that  in  less  thaii 
a  week  I  procured  a  junior  clerk^s  place  in  a 
great  wholesale  house,  where  I  have  remained 
ever  since.  At  first  my  wages  were  only 
twenty  pounds  a-year;  but  I  gradually  got 
promoted,  and  my  salary  is  now  seventy  pounds 
per  annum :  I  do  not  despair  of  ultimately 
becoming  head  clerk,  as  there  is  a  rumour  that 
in  the  course  of  another  two  or  three  years  the 
gentleman  at  present  in  that  situation  will  be- 
come a  partner  in  the  firm.  Mean  time,  I  have 
a  tolerably  easy  place,  being  at  my  desk  only 
from  nine  o^clock  till  six,  after  which  I  am  my 
own  master.  So  that  ^s  all  I  Ve  got  to  tell  you 
of  my  adventures.^ 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


I  COULD  not  help  contrasliug  the  steady  in- 
dustry aiid  good  conduct  of  Tibbettfi  with  my 
own  dissipated  and  more  brilliant,  but  less  pro- 
fitable, career.  At  the  end  of  ten  years,  h«, 
whose  humble  quahiications  I  bad  deepiiied,  was 
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was  DOW  spoiled  for  any  mechanical  pursuit. 
Much  as  I  desiderated  wealth,  I  could  not 
seek  it  by  the  slow  and  monotonous  labours 
of  the  desk.  Tibbetts  looked  blank  at  this 
intimation,  which  rendered  his  proffer  of  service 
almost  nugatorj.  ~  He  offered  to  reconmiend 
me  to  the  service  of  his  employer,  who  was 
a  member  of  parliament,  and  kept  a  splendid 
establishment  in  Gbosvenor  Square ;  but  my 
pride  could  not  brook  the  humiliation  of  re- 
appearing at  the  West-end  as  a  footman,  where  I 
had  so  long  shone  as  majof-domo  and  valet. 
I  preferred  a  situation  not  so  conspicuous,  as 
I  did  not  wish  my  fallen  fortunes  to  be  wit^ 
nessed  by  any  of  my  former  associates. 

The  unwearied  fnendship  of  Tibbetts  very 
shortly  provided  iae  with  a  place  which  suited 
my  present  views.  I  was  hired  as  butler  to  an 
eminent  physician  who  resided  in  Bedford 
Square,  a  quarter  where  I  should  be  as  secure 
from  recognition  as  if  I  were  in  Kamschatka. 
But  I  enjoyed  my  incognito  at  the  expense  of 
much  humiliation ;  for  though  I  was  dignified 
with  the  name  of  a  butler,  I  was  obliged  to 


work.  I  was,  indeed,  so  i 
loDg  want  of  practice,  in  pe 
that  my  niast(?r  reproved 
fellow,  and  wondered  wliei 
Ha  would  either  have  set  i 
impudent  liar  on  the  face 
verted  me  into  a  patient, 
i  had  lately  had  servants 
choir ;  so  difficult  is  it  to  b) 
deviates  from  our  ordinar 
a  story  would  probably  hai 
lecture,  as  a  curious  case 
nation ;  for.  Dr.  Mason's  ? 
tice  were  chiefly  coufiDed  tc 
of  human  maladies. 

As  I  did  not  wish   to  ch 
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a  man  of  low  origin,  of  coarse  and  fiEimiliar 
manners,  and  of  no  great  depth  of  learning, 
but  he  was  what  is  termed  a  cleyer  fellow,  and 
owed  his  reputation,  I  suspect,  more  to  his 
knowledge  of  human  nature  than  of  medical 
science.  He  had  written  a  book  to  proye  that 
all  disorders,  mental  and  bodily,  were  to  be 
referred  to  the  prevalent  system  of  living,  yet 
was  he  himself  a  most  ardent  lover  of  the  table. 
After  the  labours  of  the  day,  he  either 
dined  abroad,  or  entertained  a  party  at  his 
own  house.  He  kept  a  French  cook,  and  his 
board  was  covered  with  dishes  which,  by  his 
own  showing,  contained  the  elements  of  all 
the  diseases  to  which  the  human  frame  was 
subject.  His  company  consisted,  almost  exclu- 
sively, of  members  of  his  own  profession. 
These  were  men  familiar  with  almost  every 
variety  of  wretchedness ;  whose  daily  occupa- 
tion it  was,  to  dwell  upon  scenes  calculated 
to  inspire  horror  and  disgust ;  to  witness  the 
untimely  blight  of  youth,  the  sudden  destruc- 
tion of  matured  happiness,  and  the  protracted 
sufferings  of  age ;  to  contemplate  misery  which' 


908  FITZ-WI0GIN8. 

they  could  not  alleviate,  and  the  approadi  of 
death  which  they  could  not  avert.  Yet  I  never 
beheld  a  merrier  set  of  mortahu  It  could  not 
be  owing  to  the  force  of  habit,  for  many  of  Dr. 
Mason^s  guests  were  in  their  noviciate ;  young 
men,  no  doubt,  of  average  amiability  in  iheir 
domestic  reUtions;  yet  the  zest  with  whidi 
they  listened  to,  and  sometimes  recounted,  cases 
of  complicated  agony,  or  of  living  bodies  maim^ 
ed  and  tortured  by  some  exquisite  suigical 
operation,  made  my  blood  run  cold,  as  I  stood 
at  the  sideboard,  an  unwilling  listener.  This 
was,  however,  only  when  the  conversation  took 
a  serious  and  professional  turn  ;  more  com- 
monly, it  was  of  a  jocular  nature,  with  abun- 
dant ridicule  of  imaginary  invaUds,  who,  ac- 
cording to  their  accounts,  seemed  to  constitute 
the  most  numerous  and  profitable  dass  of  thdr 
patients.  What  indignation  would  have  in- 
flated the  breasts  of  the  sinecure  dignitaries, 
the  snug  annuitants,  and  many  others  who 
have  means  and  leisure  to  cherish  their  health, 
could  they  have  been  conveyed  behind  the 
arras,  where  maladies,  to  them  of  the  utmost 
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magnitude  and  importance,  were  discnsBed  with 
levity  and  ridicole,  accompanied  by  roars  of 
laughter  ?  I  was  surprised,  at  first,  that  they 
should  discuss  the  secrets  of  the  profession  so 
openly  before  servants,  not  considering,  that 
if  their  discourse  were  to  be  published  next 
day  in  all  the  newspapers,  though  it  might 
deprive  them  of  their  respective  patients,  so 
unceremoniously  handled,  it  would  hardly  have 
the  effect  of  performing  a  single  cure.  Some 
of  these  gentlemen,  impatient  at  such  trifling, 
could  not  always  restrain  their  contempt ;  but 
their  refusal  to  prescribe,  only  caused  them 
to  be  replaced  by  more  acconmiodating  prac- 
titioners. Others,  however,  plumed  themselves 
on  the  gravity  with  which  they  could  attend 
to  the  details  and  symptoms  of  these  fictitious 
diseases,  the  titles  by  which  they  designated, 
and  the  innocuous  compounds  which  they  pre- 
scribed for  them,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
their  customers. 

I  did  not  remain  in  Dr.  Mason^s  service  more 
than  a  few  months,  having  quitted  it  on  the 
following  occasion.  Among  the  more  distinguish* 
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ed  gaests  who  oocaaonally  adomed  my  master^s 
hospitable  board,  was  one  Mr.  Froth,  a  cele- 
brated author.  This  gentleman,  happening  one 
day  at  the  Doctor'^s  table,  to  mention  that  he  was 
in  want  of  a  person  of  good  education,  and  some 
talent,  to  act  as  his  amanuensis,  it  immediately 
struck  me  that  I  was  his  man.  Knowing  Dr. 
Mason^s  liberal  disposition,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
request  his  pennission  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  bettering  myself,  and  to  solicit  his  recom- 
mendation. 

The  Doctor  willingly  acceded  to  my  wishes, 
and  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  consider* 
ed  me  well  qualified  for  the  situation,  though 
at  the  same  time  he  should  regret  losing 
a  domestic  of  such  capability  as  mine.  That 
I  might  miss  no  chance  of  success,  he  despatch* 
ed  me  forthwith,  with  a  note  of  favourable  in- 
troduction to  Mr.  Froth.  I  found  that  gentle- 
man at  home,  and  experienced  a  reception  suit- 
able to  such  credentials.  He  examined  me 
touching  my  qualifications,  and  was  pleased  to 
express  satisfaction  at  my  replies;    but  when 
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I  infonned  him  that  I  had  served  the  late  Mr. 
Wainwright  in  a  similar  capacity,  **Then,'*'' 
said  he  with  considerable  acidity,  **  you 
have  served  a  confounded  old  fool.^  I  was 
for  the  moment  rather  surprised  atj  a  cen- 
sure so  unjust;  but  when  I  recollected  that 
Mr.  Wainwright  (probably  from  having  lived 
in  the  days  of  literary  giants,  or  from  the  pro- 
verbial propensity  of  seniors  to  land  the  past 
in  disparagement  of  the  present  times)  had  been 
wont  to  underrate  the  existing  race  of  geniuses, 
and  had  upon  one  occasion  alluded  to  this  very 
Mr.  Froth  in  contemptuous  terms,  my  wonder 
ceased.  However,  as,  according  to  the  old  pro- 
verb, a  living  ass  is  better  than  a  dead  lion,  I 
said  nothing,  and  thus  left  it  open  to  Mr. 
Froth  to  infer  that  I  acquiesced  in  his  opi- 
nion of  my  deceased  master,  of  whom  he  went 
on  to  say, 

^^  He  set  up  for  a  critic,  forsooth  !  and  af- 
fected to  sneer  at  the  greatest  writers  of  the 
age,  because  they  were  above  his  low  compre- 
hension, and  soared  beyond  the  limits  of  his 


2li  nrz-wiGoiMS. 

bigoted  notions.  Old  Wainwxiglit  wis  quite 
soperfidal,  he  had  no  Philosophy,  no  sool  for 
the  Beaatifbl,  and  as  to  the  idea  of  the  Vni- 
yersal,  he  oonld  not  take  it  in.  Besides,  I  ean 
prove  that  he  wrote  bad  English :  therefiNei 
yon  may  depend  npon  it,  that  it  can  be  no 
reconunendation  to  you  to  have  lived  with  Mr. 
Wainwright." 

I  assured  him  that  I  did  not  value  myiBelf  mi 
having  been  secretary  to  that  gentleman;  I 
had  only  mentioned  the  fact,  to  prove  that  I 
had  some  experience  in  penmanship.  Mr. 
Froth  admitted  that  the  circumstance  might 
lead  to  such  an  inference,  but  no  fiuther.  He 
then  proceeded  to  detail  the  duties  which  he 
should  require  from  an  amanuensis,  namely,  to 
write  to  his  dictation,  sometimes  in  short-hand, 
when  the  inspiration  flowed  in  very  rapidly; 
to  copy  out  MSS.  fairly  for  the  press ;  to  cor- 
rect the  first  proof  sheets  with  sufficient  dis- 
cretion to  supply  a  word  or  even  a  member  of 
a  sentence  which  might  be  obviously  wanting ; 
besides  various  other  little  minor  offices  con- 
nected with  the  art  of  composition.    All  these 
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duties  I  undertook  to  perfonn,  and  the  re- 
mumeration  having  been  agreed  upon,  I  was 
desired  to  commence  mj  attendance  as  soon 
as  Dr.  Mason  could  provide  himself  with  an- 
other servant. 
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Mr.  Froth  was  reputed  one  of  the  greatest 
geniuses  of  the  age ;  he  was  equally  great  in 
poetry,  philosophy,  history,  fiction,  politics,  mo- 
rality, and  what  not.  The  versatility  of  his 
genius  was  only  to  be  equalled  by  its  fertility. 
Within  the  compass  of  a  little  year,  he  has 
produced  works  under  each  of  the  above  spe- 
cified heads,  besides  miscellanies.  He  was  at 
once  the  idol  of  the  trade,  the  critics,  and 
the  public.  His  fame  had  penetrated  even  the 
surfSeu^e  of  society ;  nay,  perhaps  there  were 
no  classes  among  which  his  performances  were 
more  extensively  read  and  justly  appreciated 
than  those  of  apprentices  to  the  more  refined 
and  polite  branches  of  human  industry  —  ladies^ 
maids,  to  wit,  and  gentlemen'^s  gentlemen.  I, 
myself,  was  acquainted  with  most  of  his  works, 
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haying  perused  them  in  those  halcyon  days 
when  I  was  led  captive  in  the  silken  chains 
of  Julia  Peck.  Froth  was  her  favourite  au- 
thor :  Julia,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  great 
admirer  of  fine  writing,  and  Froth  had  con- 
fessedly no  superior  in  that  line.  But  though 
she  had  tears  for  his  pathos  and  smiles  for 
his  wit,  yet  what  she  particularly  aflfected  in 
him  was  his  depth  and  originality.  He  was 
none  of  your  flashy,  superficial  scribblers  ;  every 
page  almost  presented  some  profound  remark  or 
exquisite  sentiment,  distinguished  as  such,  ac- 
cording to  their  value,  either  by  italics  or 
capitals,  for  the  convenience  of  the  careless 
reader.  Most  of  these  articles  were,  doubtless, 
new,  and  of  genuine  manufacture ;  but,  I  am 
told,  the  practised  eye  could  detect,  inter- 
mingled with  them,  a  considerable  proportion 
of  second-hand  wit  and  wisdom,  though  repro- 
duced and  furbished  up  with  an  ingenuity  highly 
creditable  to  the  artist. 

Mr.  Froth  was  a  Byronist  —  that  is  to  say, 
he  belonged  to  that  numerous  sect  of  which 
the  noble  author  of  ^'  Childe  Harold^  was  the 
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aposUe.  I  believe,  indeed,  he  was  oonaidered 
by  himself  and  others  to  be  the  legitimate 
successor  of  that  great  genios-— the  inheritor 
of  his  poetic  mantle.  A  personal  lesemblanoe 
which  Mr.  Froth  was  sopposed  to  bear  to  his 
illustrious  prototype  first  pointed,  it  is  said,  to 
the  discovery  of  the  intellectual  similaiity  be- 
tween them.  Therefore,  if  it  were  not,  as 
the  philosophic  prince  hath  it,  ^*  considering 
too  curiously  to  consider  so,^  one  might  en- 
tertain the  reflection  that,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Froth^s  having  a 
pale  face  and  a  head  of  curly  black  hair,  the 
world  might  never  have  been  enriched  with 
certain  immortal  works,  and  the  author  have 
lived  and  died  unknown  to  &me.  Such  are 
the  accidents  by  which  the  destinies  of  human- 
kind are  not  unfrequently  governed  ! 

Mr.  Froth  was  a  favourite  of  fortune.  In 
addition  to  his  mental  and  bodily  gifts,  he 
was  largely  endowed  with  the  good  things  of 
this  life.  He  had  a  handsome  private  fortune, 
a  great  part  of  which  was  dispensed  in  hos- 
pitality and  munificence  to  his  poorer  brethren 
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of  the  quill.  That  this  was  disiiiterested  bene- 
Yolence,  who  can  doubt?  since,  in  retnm  for 
his  solid  pndding,  all  that  he  got  was  empty 
praise.  And  let  no  rash  person  institute  a 
C(Mnparison  between  him  and  Mr.  Fosberry  in 
this  respect,  for  feeding  and  favours  are  noto- 
riously important,  if  not  the  most  important, 
bonds  of  political  parties ;  but  what  adyantage 
can  a  great  author,  whose  fame  fills  the  uni- 
verse, propose  to  himself,  or  what  pleasure  can 
he  derive  from  the  trencher-plaudits  of  a  few 
obscure  scribblers  ? 

Mr.  Froth  combined  pleasure  with  business, 
if  it  be  not  profanation  to  apply  that  homely 
phrase  to  the  sublime  avocations  of  the  muse. 
He  sought  to  blend  the  man  of  fashion  with 
the  author — a  somewhat  difficult  amalgamation^ 
but  accomplished  by  Mr.  Froth.  He  paid 
great  attention  to  his  handsome  person,  and 
arrayed  it  bravely.  Devoted  to  the  fair  sex, 
he  lived  under  the  delightful  impression  that 
he  was  amiable  in  their  eyes.  He  was,  theo- 
retically, the  most  dissolute  of  men ;  but  I 
could  never  discover  that  he  was  incontinent 
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in  practice.  I  have  known  him  cairj  on  tender 
correspondences  with  half  a  dozen  fisur  ones 
simnltaneoosly ;  but  as  his  vows  of  nmitter- 
able  love  and  unalterable  fidditj  were  nsa- 
ally  couched  in  verse,  the  language  of  fieticm, 
he  cannot,  perhaps,  be  deemed  forsworn.  Be- 
sides these,  his  open  amonrs,  he  had  oonunonly 
several  anonymoos  affSeurs  npon  his  hands,  the 
conduct  of  which,  however,  he  delegated  chiefly 
to  me  soon  after  I  entered  his  service. 

I  have  thought  it  a  proper  mark  of  req>eet 
to  premise  this  slight  and  imperfect  sketch 
of  the  genius,  character,  and  habits  of  the 
most  illustrious  person  I  ever  had  the  honour 
to  serve. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

My  master  devoted  a  certain  portion  of  every 
daj  to  composition,  when  I  acted  as  bis  amanu- 
ensis. I  assisted  him,  also,  in  the  mechanical 
part  of  his  labours,  such  as  finding  rhymes 
and  synonymes ;  and  I  soon  acquired  such  fa- 
cility in  this  branch  of  my  business,  that  I 
oould  readily,  clothe  the  young  idea  in  a  respect- 
able suit  of  verse  or  prose,  which  frequently 
required  only  a  few  touches  from  the  master- 
hand  to  make  presentable. 

It  required  no  exertion  of  ingenuity  to  dis- 
cover where  this  great  genius  betrayed  the  fail- 
ing of  mortality — his  weak  point  was  an  in- 
ordinate love  of  praise.  He  courted  it  alike 
-for  his  writings,  his  conversation,  his  person, 
nay,  even  for  his  dress,  table,  and  ftimiture. 
He  could  not  brook  being  excelled  in  anything. 

L  2 
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Now  I  considered  mTself,  I  think  without  yanity, 
an  adept  in  that  most  important  of  all  accom- 
plishments (next,  perhaps,  to  impudence) -»  flat- 
tery. I  had  cnltiyated  it  as  the  chief  quali- 
fication of  mj  profession ;  and  from  a  natural 
aptitude,  improved  by  much  study  and  expe- 
rience of  the  art,  I  could  exhibit  my  adulation 
in  every  form,  ftom  plastering  with  a  trowel 
to  the  delicate  strokes  of  a  camd-hair  pencil. 
I  could  administer  it  almost  as  gratefully  to 
the  Wainwrights  and  Leightons  as  to  the  Da* 
visous  and  Fosberrys.  Mr.  Froth  preferred 
the  bold,  dashing  style.  He  allowed  himself, 
without  even  the  affectation  of  a  nolo,  to  be 
placed  by  his  literary  friends  at  the  head  of 
contemporary  authors,  and  sanctioned  their  cri- 
tical comparisons  between  his  merits  and  those  of 
first-rate  classics.  He  emulated  a  Sefton  in  gas- 
tronomy, and  challenged  the  envy  of  a  D^Orsay 
by  the  richness  and  eccentricity  of  his  dress. 
However,  it  would  be  invidious  to  stigmatize  all 
this  by  the  contemptible  name  of  vanity ;  say 
rather  that  it  was  an  exuberance  of  that  noble 
infirmity  of  great  minds — ambition. 
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It  is  not,  of  course,  for  me  to  hazard:  an 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  my  employer ;  perhaps, 
indeed,  impartial  posterity  sdone  can  decide 
the  important  question.  A  portion  of  the  press, 
actuated  in  all  likelihood  by  envy  or  spleen, 
threw  out  the  gross  insinuation  that  his  cook 
was  the  main  prop  of  his  fame ;  one  of  the 
many  exaggerations  which  are  extracted  from  a 
plirticle  of  truth ;  for  how  is  it.  to  be  expected 
that  esurient  men  of  letters,  and  fashion  also, 
should  strictly  mete  out  the  due  amount  of 
praise  to  a  wealthy  and  hospitable  author. 

Although  I  had  stood  behind  a  chair  when 
I  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Froth,  yet,  being  dig- 
nified by  him  with  the  sounding  title  of  private 
secretary,  I  was,  in  thai  quality,  placed  at 
the  foot  of  his  table,  where  I  acquitted  myself 
with  a  gravity  suitable  to  the  versatility  of  my 
character  and  the  dignity  of  the  situation.  I 
was,  indeed,  enjoined  by  Mr.  Froth  to  pay  him 
the  most  reverential  respect  before  company, 
not  even  being  permitted  to  relax  my  muscles 
when  be  would  set  the  table  in  a  roar;  a 
privation  which  was  not  very  painful  to  me, 


My 

mpafy  hf  look 
Mr.Ffoditlieinlori 

In  the  efcniaf  we 
^HKiiy  imiftfdi  n  mMi  k  aoBiltedy  oi 
ist6  tfsuHtf  or  iffwiUiUflMy  Imft  ^vy 
and  mtoDoeiiad.  The  mbbmi  oibrf  by  OMpr 
fiHT  hando  wai^  of  eonoB»  the  BMMt  giatdnl 
to  m J  master.  He  iisaaDj  leeeiyeJ  it  ledmiiig 
on  a  so&y  with  hatf^ooed  ejee  and  ^»  aepa- 
lated  with  a  smile  cuiiessiye  of  scnne  Mtis- 
faction« 

Mi.  Froth  was  not  to  poflfed  np  inth  piaise 
as  to  be  insensiUe  to  adverse  o^nkwa.  Not, 
indeed,  that  sadi  criticism  erer  hnmUed,  it 
onlj  incensed  him.  He  was  in  the  halnt  of 
retorting  with  more  Timlence  the  Tindent  at- 
tacks of  reyiewers,  whatever  might  be  their 
authority.  The  inferior  sort  took  advantage 
of  his  touchiness  to  write  themselves  into  notice, 
and  some  of  them,  who  kept  up  a  i^egnlar 
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war&re  with  kun,  (hrove  apace  under  the  be- 
nign influence  of  his  satire.  It  would  have 
heen  well  had  these  strifes  been  always  con- 
&ied  to  hard  words;  but,  sometimes,  I  am 
concerned  to  state^  they  proceeded  to  more 
serious  eztremitieB.  A  hostile  meeting,  and 
exchange  of  shots  (happily  harmless)  between 
Mr.  Froth  and  an  editor  was  the  consequence 
of  one  of  these  differences,  and  a  fistic  en- 
counter resulted  from  another. 

Of  the  latter  I  was  witness,  and  it  happen- 
ed as  follows:  an  elaborate  article  had  been 
put  forth  in  a  periodical  of  no  great  mark, 
with  the  intent  to  demonstrate,  by  quotation 
and  commentary,  that  Mr.  Froth^s  produe- 
tions  possessed  no  sterling  merit,  and  that  he 
himself  was  little  better  than  an  ass.  Now 
Ais  heresy,  though  it  had  frequently  been 
hinted,  had  never  before  been  so  plainly  pro- 
pounded, nor  so  plausibly  supported.  Froth, 
therefore,  was  proportionably  irate ;  and,  bent 
upon  revenge,  he  instituted  an  inquiry  respect- 
ing the  writer,  who  turned  out  to  be  a  poor 
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deyil  of  a  broken  Qflher,  who  had  been  plncked 
at  college,  and  lately  dismiased  from  a  ebnntry 
academy  for  his  deficiency  in  classic  lore.  A  dark 
smile  lighted  np  the  features  of  the  aggrieved 
author  when  he  heard  this  intelligence;  he 
seized  a  pen  on  the  instant,  and  spreading  the 
ominous  foolscap  before  him,  swore  that  he 
would  mske  minced  meat  of  the  unhaj^yex* 
usher.  Accordingly,  a  dreadful  article  was 
penned,  in  which  the  rash  entices  iack  of 
Greek  and  Latin  was  mercilessly  exposed,  and 
his  utter  incapacity  to  judge  of  Englidi  from 
thence,  triumphantly  inferred. 

On  the  second  morning  after  the  publication 
of  this  crushing  reply  in  a  rival  journal,  while 
Froth  was  still  revelling  in  the  luxury  of  con- 
summated revenge,  a  stranger  was  announced 
as  desiring  to  see  him  on  particular  business, 
and  forthwith  followed  at  the  servant^s  heels  a 
little  dingy  figure,  which  immediately  shuffled 
up  to  the  great  genius,  and  in  hasty  accents, 
asked  him  if  his  name  was  Froth?  who 
straightway  having  cast  a  supercilious  glance 
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at  the  dingy  intnider,  answered  in  the  affirm* 
ative.  The  stranger  then  announced  himself 
by  the  name  of  Smellie,  at  the  mention  of 
which,  the  genius  elevated  his  eyebrows,  curled 
his  lip,  and  fitvoured  the  squalid  figure  with  a 
second  scrutiny  still  more  insolent  than  the 
first,  for  the  visiter  was  no  other  than  his  now 
classical  commentator. 

^^  And  pray,  Mr.  Smellie,^  said  he,  with  ex- 
quisite disdain,  "  what  may  be  your  business 
with  me?" 

Smellie  then  pulled  a  journal  from  his  pocket, 
and  with  tremulous  hands,  searched  among  the 
pages  for  a  certain  article  which  he  thrust  be- 
fore the  genius,  demanding  to  know  if  it  was 
written  by  him  ?  The  genius  took  the  paper, 
examined  the  article  pointed  out  with  calm 
derision,  and  returning  the  paper,  observed 
that  he  should  not  answer  a  question  which 
the  other  had  no  right  to  put  to  him,  but  that 
he  perfectly  concurred  in  every  syllable  which 
the  article  contained,  if  that  would  afibrd  him 
any  satisfaction. 

^*'  Then,"  cried  Smellie,  who  spoke  with  a 
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Seoldi  MtmU  ^  ye  bmbi  te  jmrnam  to  mj 
Aat  I'm  ecgDoaaA  of  Latim  aiid  Gieek?^ 

''  We  can  soon  piA  doit  to  the  tcfll^  icplied 
mj  nnidentiiig  maetar,  md  as  lie  qMke,  he 
took  down  a  volume  of  Gieek  plajB  wludi  he 
bud  open  npon  a  taUe,  and  witti  Saidonic 
cooriesy,  inrited  the  poor  entic  to  read  a 
passage  and  render  it  into  KngMi.  HmfilHi^ 
howerer,  dedined  the  jmiedieticm  of  the  conrt^ 
npon  which  Mr.  Froth  obeenred^  ^tfaal  the 
inference  was  obyioos,^  and  with  an  insulting 
bow  wished  his  yisiter  good  moming.  But 
Smellie,  recovering  from  the  confusion  into 
which  he  had  been  thrown  by  this  perpleidng 
challenge,  became  violently  exasperated,  and 
stepping  close  up  to  his  tormentor,  shook  a 
lean  yellow  fist  in  his  face,  and  told  him  with 
a  grin,  that  he  was  ^*  an  empty,  impertinent 
coxcomb.'' 

This  elicited  a  retort  so  contnmelions,  that 
the  yellow  fist  was  immediately  brought  into 
such  forcible  collision  with  the  delicate  features 
of  the  genius,  that  the  eloquent  blood  which 
had  just  before  mantled  in  his  cheeks^  now 
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began  to  flow  from  his  nose,  and  in  an  instant, 
the  attenuated  form  of  Smellie  meaanred  its 
length  npcm  Uie  eaipet.  The  critic,  however, 
was  game;  he  sprang  up  in  a  twinkling,  and 
made  a  fbrions  ondanght  on  the  poet.  I  tried 
m  vain  to  separate  them.  A  fierce  though 
brief  conflict  ensued.  Froth,  having  the  ad- 
vantage in  size  and  strength,  soon  made  a  sad 
example  of  hk  commentator ;  m  less  than  five 
minutes,  he  gave  up  the  contest,  both  eyes 
being  nearly  closed,  and  his  flesh  sorely  man- 
gled by  the  rings,  which,  unfortunately  for  him, 
adorned  the  fingers  of  his  antagonist,  and 
proved  to  be  terrible  weapons  of  offence.  The 
only  considerable  injury  which  the  genius  sus- 
tained,  was  the  loss  of  a  front  tooth,  which,  by 
a  well-aimed  thrust  of  the  reviewer,  had  been 
sent  doif  n  his  throat. 

When  the  combat  was  over,  Mr.  Froth 
rang  the  beU  and  ordered  the  servant  to  fetch 
a  constable,  a  basin  of  water,  and  a  towel. 
After  he  had  cleansed  his  face  and  hands, 
fix>m  the  evidences  of  the  recent  conflict, 
and    passed    sundry    soothing    remarks    upon 
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his  prostrate  foe,  he  desired  me  to  prepaie 
pen  and  paper,  and  disposing  himself  npon  a 
S0&,  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  when  in  the  act 
of  composition,  began  to  dictate  a  portion  ol 
a  tragedy,  upon  which  we  were  engaged  at  the 
time   of  poor  Smellie^s   intrusion.      We    had 
nearly  finished  a  scene  Jbefore  the   constable 
arrived ;  the  discomfited  critic,  who  had  in  the 
mean  time  revived,  stalking  up  and  down  the 
room  in  sullen  silence,  apparently  not  conde- 
scending to  notice  our  proceedings. 

He  did  not  utter  a  word  until  my  master 
chai'ged  the  legal  functionary  with  his  safe 
keeping,  to  be  produced  before  a  police  magis- 
trate on  a  charge  of  assault  and  battery.  He 
then  stopped  short  in  his  walk,  and  entered 
upon  an  animated  vindication  and  a  counter 
charge ;  not  without  such  frequent  interruptions 
from  my  master,  as  might  have  led  to  a  second 
breach  of  the  peace,  had  it  not  been  preserved 
by  the  presence  of  the  executive  ;  who,  having 
heard  both  parties  with  an  impartial,  dispas- 
sionate countenance,  at  once  dismissed  their 
recriminations  as  irrelevant,  and  turning  to  the 
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reviewer,  demanded  of  bim  whether  he  had 
not  been  the  first  assailant.  Froth  instantly 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  Smellie  admitted 
it,  but  added  in  extenuation,  ^*  He  tried  to  take 
away  my  character  and  bread.  He  said  J  was 
eegnorant  of  the  classics.^ 

'*  Ignorant  of  the  classics  ?^  repeated  the 
officer. 

(«  Yes  —  he  said  that  I  was  not  qualified  to 
be  an  instructor  of  youth  —  that  I  didn^t  un- 
derstand Latin  and  Greek."*^ 

The  constable  shook  his  head. 

^^  I  don^t  know  nothing  about  Latin  and 
Greek ;  but  you  hut  the  gemman,  didnH  you  ?"" 

This  was  the  gist  of  the  question ;  ad- 
mitting this,  the  injured  usher  had  not  a  leg 
to  stand  upon;  and  as  the  functionary  was 
insensible  to  the  provocation  he  had  received, 
nothing  remained  for  it,  but  to  take  the  peace- 
breaker  before  Sir  Richard.  The  parties  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  Bow  Street,  Mr.  Froth 
and  myself  in  our  own  carriage,  the  reviewer 
and  the  constable  in  a  hackney-coach.  At  the 
police^ffice,  the  case  was  fully  gope  into,  to 
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the  gmt  ■■iiiiWM  ■!  of  Hm  ■■giilnlmi  wmi 
flffyM*^  tli6  jam  at  ihB  lapoctdhb 
which  Qfliiallj  hsui  tfiow  ptedoete. 

thndlie  endeoyomed  to  piofe  that  Fvoth 
no  poet,  and  held  19  hk  fitemj  pgodadionf  to 
ridknle  and  scorn ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  geninfl  dwelt  with  great  bittemeai  on  flie 
preeomption  of  a  man  who  was  notoDmnfy 
nnaeqnainted  with  the  Latin  and  Giedc  rianniny, 
giving  an  opinion  open  works  which  he  was 
incapable  of  understanding.  Upon  this,  tht 
reviewer  appealed  to  the  bench  for  their  de- 
cision upon  the  sense  of  certain  passages  from 
Froth^s  works,  which  be  offered  to  qnote ;  but 
the  bench  declining  the  responalHlit  j,  he  tuned 
to  the  audience,  and  publidj  offered  a  pecuniary 
reward  to  any  person  who  could  discover  any 
meaning  in  these  performances.  This  challenge 
created  a  great  deid  of  merriment,  and  Froth 
was  eagerly  about  to  retort,  when  the  chief 
magistrate,  thinking,  I  suppose,  that  the  joke 
had  gone  for  enough,  interposed,  and  recom- 
mended  the  parties  to  retire  and  acconmiodate 
the  matter.     But  this  being  peremptorily  re- 


FITZ- WIGGINS.  28 1 

jeoted  by  mj  master,  he  was  bound  over  to 
prosecute  at  the  ensuing  sessions,  and  the  poor 
critio  was  locked  up  until  he  could  procure 
baQ. 

The  upshot  of  this  affair  was  whimsical 
enough,  and  a  signal  instance  of  the  placability 
of  a  great  genius.  Not  only  did  my  master  for- 
bear prosecuting  this  poor  man  any  farther, 
but  he  even  set  him  up  in  business  as  a  critic, 
and  recomimended  his  paper,  notwithstanding 
th«  author^s  deficiencies  in  classical  attainments. 
Smellie,  to  do  him  justice,  was  not  wanting 
in  gmtitade  for  this  generona  naage;  fiomim. 
mitigated  abuse,  he  passed,  without  the  least 
difficulty,  to  the  most  enthusiastic  praise  of 
his  patron,  whom  he  eyer  after  extolled  as  the 
first  genius  of  the  age,  and  not  inferior  to  the 
most  illustrious  names  in  ancient  or  modern 
literature. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Wheneveb  I  could  be  spared  firom  my  at- 
tendance on  Mr.  Froth,  I  generallj  sought  the 
society  of  my  old,  and  fast  firiend,  Tibbetts. 
In  former  times,  it  will  be  remembered,  I  had 
a  very  slight  opinion  of  that  excellent  person, 
and,  with  a  shrewd  providence,  was  very  soli- 
citous to  avoid  the  embarrassment  which  I 
thought  a  connection  with  him  would  occasion 
me,  when  my  future  splendid  destinies  should 
be  fulfilled.  Some  dozen  years  had,  indeed, 
produced  a  considerable  difference  in  our  situ- 
ation, but  not  exactly  as  I  had  anticipated. 
My  fluctuating  fortunes  were,  alas !  reduced  to 
a  very  low  ebb ;  while  those  of  my  friend,  seemr 
ed  floating  on  a  smooth  and  increasing  cur- 
rent of  prosperity.  It  was  his  turn  now  to 
look  down  upon  me,  and  be  revenged  of  my 
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former  coldness.  But  he  neglected  the  oppor* 
tunity,  and  was  as  much  disposed  to  serve 
me,  as  if  he  had  entirely  forgotten  the  inso* 
lence  of  my  conduct  in  days  of  yore.  And 
such  I  believe  was  the  fact:  he  remembered 
nothing  of  our  early  acquaintance,  but  what 
was  agreeable.  I,  who  never  condescended  to 
think  of  him  as  a  rival,  now  almost  despaired 
of  outstripping  him  in  the  career  of  life ;  for 
numerous  disappointments  had  greatly  abated 
my  self-confidence.  Tibbetts  was  rapidly  rising 
in  life.  His  integrity  and  good  feeling,  com- 
bined with  a  good  degree  of  active  talent, 
which  developed  itself  after  he  had  conquered 
his  slovenly  and  indolent  disposition,  won  him 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  superiors,  and 
of  all  who  had  dealings  with  him ;  insomuch, 
that  it  was  intended,  in  process  of  time,  when 
an  opportunity  should  offer,  to  admit  him  to 
a  share  in  the  mercantile  house  with  which 
he  was  connected.  This  event  actually  oc< 
curred  much  sooner  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  behold,  Robert  Tibbetts,  Esquire, 
a  merchant  of  London,  and  a  member  of  the 
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Commoii  Comidl,  within  a  twelveiiioiiih  after 
my  retmn  to  town  !  I  heard  of  his  de- 
vaiion  with  heartfelt  pleaenre;  and  if  it  WM 
at  all  dashed  with  personal  feeling,  the  pang 
was  rather  <»ie  of  remorse,  than  eniry ;  for  it 
would  have  been  monstrous  to  repine  at  honouis 
so  well-merited,  and  meekly  worn.  Bot  as  he 
ase^ided  the  heights  of  fortune,  my  friend's 
ambition  began  to  expand,  and  he  oontem^ated 
strengthening  his  interests  by  a  matrimonnil 
alliance.  He  cast  his  eyes  on  no  less  a  perscm 
than  the  Lady  Tott,  relict  of  Sir  John  Tott, 
Bart.,  citizen  and  teardealer,  and  sometiaie 
Lord  Mayor  of  London.  His  advances  in  tUs 
quarter  were  fevourably  received ;  and,  in  doe 
course  of  time,  he  was  declared  her  kdyahip^s 
accepted  suitor.  My  friend  announced  the 
approachii^  change  in  his  condition  to  me 
with  a  degree  of  empressement,  and  held  up 
to  my  eyes,  somewhat  pompously,  the  high  eon- 
nection  that  he  was  about  to  form.  But  he 
soon  descended  from  his  stilts,  to  his  natural 
manner,  and  broke  out  into  an  exclamation  of 
w(mder  at  his  good  luck. 
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^'  Dash  it,  Simon  !  ^  aaid  be,  <*  who  would 
ever  have  thought  that  I  should  Uto  to  be 
a  gent,  and  marry  a  lady  of  rank  and  for- 
tune.'" 

^^  It  is,  indeed,^  answered  I,  ^^  a  signal  tri- 
umph  of  bcHiesty  and  industry.  When  you 
ride  in  your  carriage,  you  will  neyer  pass 
Berkeley  Street,  without  being  reminded  of 
the  blind  passage,  where,  in  the  depth  of  advei^ 
sity,  integrity  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  your 
fortunes.^ 

As  I  spoke  these  words  with  an  emotion 
produced  by  the  humiliating  contrast  between 
myself  and  my  worthy  £riend,  he  pressed  my 
band,  and,  with  great  concern^  applied  himself 
to  soothe  my  mortified  feelings.  But  I  was 
sadly  dispirited,  aa  well  I  might  be,  and  his 
well-meaBt  efforts  only  enhanced  my  despon- 
dency. 

After  a  pause  of  some  minutes,  during  which 
Tibbetta  seemed  labouring  something  in  his 
mind,  he  began  bg^  deprecating  my  taking  of- 
t&ace  at  the  proposal  he  was  going  to  make, 
if  it  did  not  suit  my  views  to  accept  it.    With 


munJiif  ■!•  to  WKf  fWfthSkjj  wmA  in- 
dnccmcols  flafttcnaf  to  vf  odfakioBy  he  com 
to  the  point,  wUdi  wm  to  oSsr  me  a  dok^s 
tttontion  in  tho  hoow  in  vUdi  he  wnsabendy 
ft  partner,  after  haiing,  eoaspaiativdjr,  wroaght 
10  short  a  time  as  a  eerrant.  He  apokgind 
Ibr  the  smallnem  of  the  snlnj,  (sixty  poandi 
per  annum,)  and  the  infiBrioritj  of  the  siiuaUoa, 
by  pleading  the  mles  of  the  hooee ;  rnnstf 
member  of  which  first  entered  in  a  soboidBiate 
capacity.  The  good  soul  had  not  got  through 
half  his  enumeration  of  the  prospective  adTaii- 
tages  to  be  deriyed  from  his  schone  for  my 
wel&re,  and  by  dwelling  npon  which,  he  anxi* 
onsly  sought  to  obviate  any  obstacle  which 
my  pride  might  oppose  to  it,  and  to  get  rid 
of  the  offensive  character  of  a  patron,  whra 
I  interrapted  him,  by  promptly  and  gratefully 
accepting  his  offer.  My  friend^s  countenance 
immediately  kindled,  and  he  expressed  his  joy 
in  unrestrained  terms.  He  insisted  upon  my 
spending  the  remainder  ofethe  day  with  him, 
to  discuss  our  plans  over  a  bottle.  I  had 
never  before   felt  so  elated ;    not   even   when 
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t  first  left  mj  paternal  roof,  brimfiil  of 
tope,  to  enter  npon  active  life.  I  was  now 
fnllj  determined  to  abandon  all  vanities  and 
delusions,  and,  hj  devoting  all  mj  energies 
to  business,  to  emulate  the  prosperity  of  my 
friend. 

In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  I  gav^ 
notice  to  Mr.  Froth  to  provide  himself,  at  his 
eftrliest  convenience,  with  another  secretary. 
The  genius,  who  valued  my  services,  was  much 
disconcerted  at  this  intimation,  and  offered  me 
a  considerable  increase  of  stipend,  and  other 
advantages,  if  I  would  withdraw  my  resigna- 
tion. But,  finding  that  I  was  firm,  in  the 
coarse  of  a  week  he  suited  himself,  and  gave 
me  my  discharge. 

Two  days  after,  I  was  to  attend  my  friend^s 
nuptials^  at  his  particular  instance,  in  quality 
of  best  man.  A  spice  of  the  old  leaven,  which 
could  not  be  immediately  eradicated,  prompted 
me,  on  this  occasion,  to  signalize  my  superior 
claims  to  gentility,  ^  making  my  appearance 
in  attire  which,.  I  flattered  myself,  would  eclipse 
the  city  cut.    In  a  word,  I  was  tempted  to  ex** 
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Ib  thk  wdbtixe,  to  vh,  cacka 
efAofored  eost,  embroidered  Tehrei  veit,  l%ki^ 
and  fimcy  mSkM,  I  made  my  epff  iiawi  aft  a 
gmnd  caicttaimiicBt  in  FiaiMuy  Sqpiaia,  givmi 
bjr  the  eecond  paitiicr  of  Tibbetta^a  booa^  ja 
hoDoar  of  hia  approadung  amiiage.  Here  I 
was  pieKoted  id  doe  fixm  by  my  fiiead  to 
hia  bride  elect,  a  sqoab  figure,  about  fiofor  feet 
hij^  with  broad  featorea»  higbly  dreamd,  load 
in  speech,  and  apparently  veiging  towards  fifty. 
As  this  was  the  third  time  she  was  aboot 
to  Yisit  the  altar  of  Hymen,  habit,  I  sop* 
pose,  had  cured  her  of  that  bashful  diffidence, 
which  ladies  in  her  situation  usually  ofiaee. 
9ie  conversed  with  me  with  perfect  fiuni- 
liarity,  had  some  jocular  remark  for  eyerybody 
who  accosted  her,  but  especially  delisted  ia 
rallying  her  bridegroom,  ^ho,  manifesting  a 
degree  of  restraint  and  embarrassment  under 
his  impending  felicity,  she  fixed  on  him  the 


FITZ-WIGOINS.  SSD 

appropriate  sobriquet  of  **  spoonej  C^  and  an- 
nounced  it  to  all  her  aoqtiaintance,  to  the 
great  increase  of  his  concision.  Tibbetts,  who 
eyidentlj  regarded  her  with  mingled  awe  and 
admiration,  seised  me  as  soon  as  I  was  dis- 
engaged from  her,  and  asked  me  if  I  did  not 
think  her  exceedingly  dever.  He  took  npon 
himself  to  pronounce  as  a  self^vident  truth, 
that  she  was  quite  a  woman  of  the  world. 

I  was  introduced  to  seyeral  important  mem- 
bers of  the  commercial  circles,  and  felt  the 
{^easing  consciousness  that  my  stylish  appear- 
ance  distinguished  me  among  the  crowd.  I 
was  elevated  to  the  height  of  complacency, 
and  indulging  in  the  brightest  hopes,  when, 
turning  round  to  speak  to  a  new  acquaintance, 
my  eye  was  suddenly  blasted  by  a  vision  more 
appalling  than  that  which  haunted  the  ban- 
quet of  the  murderer  and  usurper  in  the  play. 
But,  alas !  this  was  no  ghost  which  made  my 
blood  stagnate ;  it  was  no  less  than  the  living, 
breathing,  ample  foiil^of  Lady  Jellico  !  I  stood 
transfixed.  She  started,  gazed  for  a  few  se- 
conds, and  then,  having  convinced  herself  of 


S40 


FITZ-WIOGINS. 


mj  identltj,  regarded  me  with  an  inexpreflsi- 
ble  stare  of  astonishment  and  indignation.  At 
length  she  exclaimed, 

«  Fitz- Wiggins  !^ 

The  peculiarity  of  this  rencontre  did  not 
escape  the  attention  of  those  hear  ns ;  and, 
on  regaining  my  senses,  I  observed  people  cast- 
ing inqniring  looks  alternately  at  Lady  Jellico 
and  myself.  I  took  the  hint,  and  before  the 
storm  could  burst  upon  me,  made  my  escape, 
almost  oyertumnjr  several  persons  in  my  pre- 
cipitate  retreat.  I  bolted  into  the  street,  and 
having  ran  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  threw 
mjrself  into  a  hackney-coach,  and  drove  to  my 
lodging. 
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I  COULD  not  disgnise  from  myself  that  this 
milucky  rencontre  was  fatal  to  the  plans  which 
I  had  recently  formed,  and  I  dreaded  lest  I 
should  have  involved  my  good-natured  friend 
and  sponsor  in  my  niin.  I  wrote  him  a  line 
expressive  of  my  fears  upon  this  head,  and 
anxiously  awaited  a  visit  or  ox>mmunication 
from  him.  In  the  mean  time,  my  mind  ^ 
occupied  with  reflections  on  my  folly,  and  the 
iU  luck  which  usually  accompanies  it.  Strange 
to  say,  it  had  never  occurred  to  me  to  appre- 
hend danger  from  this  quarter;  I  had,  in  &ct, 
forgotten  the  Jellicos  and  their  city  connection. 
Oh,  how  I  cursed  the  day  when  I  was  tempted 
to  become  a  Bath»beau  !  how  I  loathed  the 
flight  of  the  fine  clothes  upon  which  I  had 
flo  plumed  myself  (shortsighted   mortal !)  the 
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preceding  evening !  Tibbetts  arrived  late  in 
the  afternoon,  and  in  his  sorrowfol  visage  I 
read  the  confirmation  of  my  worst  fears  as  fiu* 
as  self  was  concerned. 

"  I  know  what  has  happened,**  cried  I ;  "  I 
have  been  proclaimed  an  impostor  and  a  swiiH 
dler.  My  business  is  settled.  My  only  fear 
is  lest  you  should  have  suffered  on  my  ae- 
count.** 

This  Tibbetts  denied;  but  in  such  a  hesi- 
tating way,  that  I  insisted  on  knowing  the 
truth.  He  then  admitted  that  he  had  been  a 
good  deal  embarrassed  by  what  had  happened, 
but  assured  me  that  he  had  no  apprehension  of 
any  serious  damage  accruing  to  himself  in  con- 
sequence. 

"  But  Lady  Tott,**  said  I,  "  how  did  you 
explain  matters  to  her  ?** 

^^  As  soon  as  that  confounded  old  hag,  who 
I  wish  had  been  but  it  *s  no  use  swearing— 
as  soon  as  she  split  upon  you,  my  lady,  who 
overiieard  it  all,  turned  sbp  round  upon  me, 
and  with  a  devil  of  a  frown,  ordered  me  to 
call  upon  her  the  first  thing  in  the  morning; 
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then,  in  a  whisper,  she  desired  me  to  hold 
my  tongue  and  say  nothing,  as  she  would  be 
the  first  to  know  the  'rights  of  it.  That  I 
might  be  able  to  obey  these  conunands,  I 
thought  it  best  to  be  off,  which  I  did  as  soon 
BM  I  could,  promising  Hudson  to  give  him  a 
satisfactory  explanation ;  though  how  I  should 
perform  my  promise,  hang  me  if  I  knew. 
However,  this  morning,  I  waited  on  my  lady ; 
and  as  it  was  no  use  trying  to  humbug  her, 
you  know,  I  told  your  whole  story.  She 
laughed  heartily  at  it,  I  can  tell  you,  and 
said  you  must  be  a  monstrous  clever  chap.  She 
desired  me  to  leave  the  thing  entirely  to  her, 
and  did  not  doubt  that,  by  telling  lots  of  lies, 
she  should  be  able  to  get  me  out  of  the  mess, 
free  from  taint.  But,^  he  added,  and  his  voice 
and  countenance  fell  ominously,  ^'  my  dear  fel- 
I0W9  she  exacted  one  promise  from  me.^ 

He  hesitated,  and  guessing  what  this  pro- 
mise was,  I  was  willing  to  spare  him  the  pain 
of  disclosing  it.  *' )  understand,^  said  I,  *^  she 
has  insisted  upon  your  breaking  off  all  inter- 

.090186  with  me? ^ 
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Tibbetts  was  silent. 

"  I  could  ejqpect  no  less,***  I  replied ;  ^<  it  is 
absolntely  necessary  that  it  dionld  be  M 
Your  friendship  conld  now  be  no  longer  cf 
any  use  to  me,  and  might  materially  injiure 
yourself.  I  only  rejoice  that  yon  are  not  likely 
to  suffer  from  it,  as  it  is.^ 

'*  It  was  only  in  that  view  that  I  was  broogfat 
to  consent  to  it,'^  said  poor  Tibbetts ;  '*  if  it 
would  have  been  any  use  to  yon  my  standing 
out,  dash  me  if  I  would  not  have  cut  the 
concern  altogether  rather  than  hand  a  friend 


over."*^ 


I  cordially  assured  him  of  my  belief  in  his 
sincerity ;  and,  to  avoid  this  unpleasant  topic, 
begged  him  to  relate  what  had  passed  afker 
my  abrupt  departure  from  Mr.  Hudson^s  house. 
"  Tell  me  everything,"  said  I,  **  for  I  can 
bear  it.'' 

At  my  repeated  instance  he  described  the 
scene,  at  first  reluctantly,  but  afterwards  with 
a  liveliness  agreeable  to  his  inherent  sense  of 
the  humorous,  which  the  sober  habits  of  his 
maturer  years  had   not  materially  deadened. 
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It  seemed  that  Lady  Jellico  had  exposed  me 
in  an  nnmercifal  manner,  extenuating  nothing 
and  setting  down  much  in  malice.  She  yehe- 
meatlj  protested  that  she  had  from  the  first 
teen  through  my  pretensions,  and  had  warned 
lier  friends  and  acquaintance  to  keep  me  at 
a  distance.  She  alluded  with  great  indignation 
to  my  audacious  presumption  in  aspiring  to  the 
hand  of  one  of  her  daughters ;  and  scrupled  not 
to  assert  that  she  had  repelled  my  advances 
with  scorn  and  contempt,  appealing  to  Sir  Jo- 
seph  on  odo  side,  and  Miss  Anna  Maria  on 
the  other,  for  a  confirmation  of  her  statement, 
which  neither  had  the  courage  nor  honesty  to 
contradict.  She  quoted  and  commented  with 
nnich'  bitterness  upon  my,  alas !  empty  boast 
uS  **  birth,  &mily,  and  fashion^  —  the  allusion 
io  my  pseudo-ancestor,  Sir  Hugh  Fitz- Wig- 
gins ;  nor  did  any  impertinence  of  which  I  had 
been  guilty,  within  her  cognizance,  escape  her 
tenacious  malignity.  Tibbetts  left  her  still 
lialding  forth  upon  the  subject,  and  subse- 
-({uently  learned  that  other  persons  came  for- 
twaody  professing   to  be   acquainted  with   my 
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proceedings  at  Bath;  and  concurred  in  repre- 
senting me,  on  the  authority  of  their  respectiTe 
friends  and  acx]uaintance  who  had  seen  me 
there,  to  have  been  a  suspected  person  from 
the  first  hour  of  my  appearance  at  that  place ; 
and,  consequently,  that  no  one  was  surprised  at 
my  tnming  out  to  be  an  impostor. 

What  a  fund  of  dormant  discrimination  must 
have  been  developed  by  that  discovery!  for, 
certainly,  if  my  reception  in  the  circles  of  Bath 
was  of  a  questionable  character,  I  never  per- 
ceived it ;  let  the  reader  judge,  for  I  have 
given  a  veracious  history  of  my  adventures  at 
that  place. 

I  did  not  take  leave  of  Tibbetts  without  con- 
siderable emotion;  and  that  good  soul  himself 
was,  as  he  phrased  it,  '^  terribly  cut  up  about 
it.^^  He  assured  me,  however,  that  he  reserved 
to  himself  the  hope  of  being  useful  to  me  when 
this  afiair  should  have  blown  over;  but  his 
manner  did  not  indicate  that  this  hope  was 
a  very  sanguine  one.  He  laid  his  injunctions 
upon  me  to  employ  his  friendly  offices,  if  ever 
they  should  at  any  time,  in  any  way,  be  avail- 
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able.  He  desired  me  to  communicate  my  pre- 
sent plans  as  soon  as  they  were  formed ;  and  to 
advise  him,  from  time  to  time  by  letter^  how 
I  was  going  on. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

A  FEW  hours  after  Tibbetts  had  left  me,  I 
received  a  letter  from  him,  enclosing  a  hank- 
bill  for  fifty  pounds,  in  case  I  should  be 
short  of  cash,  and  desiring  me  to  return  it  only 
when  quite  convenient  to  do  so,  which  he  hoped, 
for  my  own  sake,  might  be  soon ;  but,  as  &r 
as  he  was  concerned,  it  was  immaterial  when 
I  repaid  him.  I  could  not  but  appreciate  the 
delicacy  with  which  he  offered  a  gift  in  the 
shape  of  a  loan ;  but  I  was  a  stranger  to  the 
captious  pride  which  would  render  me  reluctant 
to  receive  a  favour  from  anybody  who  might 
be  disposed  to  lay  me  under  obligation.  I 
therefore  thankfully  accepted  this  boon,  which 
relieved  me  from  the  immediate  pressure  of 
pecuniary  distress. 

I  was,  for  many  days,  in  a  state  of  indecision 
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with  respect  to  my  future  plans.  My  heart 
sickened  at  the  thoughts  of  beginning  servitude 
de  novo;  but  every  other  respectable  line  for 
which  my  education  and  capacity  fitted  me, 
required  character  and  references,  which  I  was 
unable  to  command.  Nevertheless,  that  I 
might  not  reproach  myself  with  having  pa- 
tiently sat'  down  under  my  misfortunes,  I  made 
several  attempts  to  procure  employment;  but 
while  my  personal  qualifications  were  admit- 
ted in  every  instance^  my  application  was  dis- 
missed, when  I  shrunk  firom  investigation  into 
my  former  life. 

I  remained  concealed  in  London  nearly  a 
twelvemonth  ;  and  then,  when  my  resources 
were  exhausted,  found  myself  reduced  to  the 
last  resort  of  seeking  a  menial  service.  Even 
this  himible  office  I  did  not  obtain  without 
difficulty ;  and  was  at  last  compelled,  for  bread, 
to  take  a  single-handed  place  in  the  suburbs, 
.where,  in  addition  to  my  in-door  duties,  I  had 
to  ^look  after^  a  horse  and  chaise,  and  was 
ej^pected  to  lend  a  hand  in  the  garden  when 
■I  could  spare  time  from  my  regular  work  ! 
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In  this  Protean  capacity  of  alternate  fbot* 
man,  gardener,  groom,  I  aetnally  managed  to 
exist  some  months,  and  only  left  it  to  **  better" 
myself  by  taking  a  place  as  footman  only; 
but  where  I  had  to  attend  on  nine  young  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  besides  my  master  and  mistress. 
This  situation,  as  may  be  imagined,  was  a  fine 
school  for  temper  and  patience.  Here,  also, 
I  got  rid  of  my  gentlemanlike  maladies,  the 
fruit  of  luxury  and  indolence.  Frugal  fare  and 
everlasting  activity  could  not  consist  with  bile 
and  dyspepsia.  Frequently  I  have  been  sum- 
moned simultaneously  by  a  house  and  door-bell, 
and  two  voices  screaming  "  Simon  !  ^  fix)m  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  mansion.  I  endured  all  this, 
wondering,  at  the  same  time,  at  that  mysterious 
principle  which  could  attach  me  to  life  upon 
such  terms.  But  I  was  become  quite  a  sober, 
rational,  character;  the  reverses  that  I  had 
experienced  had  completely  disgusted  me  with 
high  life ;  and  I  made  a  vow  never  again  to 
be  seduced  by  its  delusive  brilliancy,  never  to 
serve  people  of  fashion,  nor  to  become  a  man 
of  fashion  myself.     Pursuant  to  this  resolution 
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I  sold  all  the  emblems  of  my  foppery,  my 
fine  coats,  waistcoats,  hosiery,  &c.  My  trin* 
kets,  ccmsisting  of  chains,  rings,  brooches,  pins, 
not  excepting  the  gold  watch  which  had  been 
given  me  by  Lord  Leighton,  and  a  small  token 
of  affection  presented  me  by  Julia  Peck.  The 
last  article,  though  yalued  only  at  tenpenee 
by  the  sordid  and  unsentimental  huckster,  I 
suffered  to  go,  in  accordance  with  my  reso- 
lution to  keep  no  ijiemento  of  times  which  I 
wished  to  bury  in  obUvion. 

Being  resolved  to  liay  a  solid  foundation  for 
a  new  character,  I  persevered  in  this  miserable 
service  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  then  succeeded 
in  advancing  myself  another  stage.  I  was 
lu«d  hy  a  gentieman  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  a  squire 
of  good  family  and  large  fortune  lately  de* 
ceased ;  but  had  been  disinherited  by  his  father 
in  consequence,  it  was  said,  of  the  machinations 
of  a  young  stepmother,  who  sought  to  gain 
the  estate  for  her  child,  an  infant  of  two  years 
old,  imd  who  had  actually  been  left  heir,  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  elder  brother. 
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Mr.  Everard,  whieh  waa  mj  sew  mMterV 
name,  sought  to  set  aside  his  fitther^s  vill,  on  the. 
gronnd  of  undue  influence,  and  was  engaged  in^. 
collecting  enidence  to  support  his  plea.  He  was 
a  young  man  of  yevy  amiable  manners,  of  aa 
anxious  and  ardent  temper,  and  very  much  es- 
amoured.  This  last  circumstance  was  the  caose 
of  the  exertions  which  he  was  makii^  to  gain 
possession  of  his  rightful  inheritance ;  for  upon 
his  accomplishment  of  this  object  depended 
whether  (in  the  language  of  lovers)  his  future 
eustence  was  to  be  happy  or  miserable.  The 
principals  were,  of  course,  above  all  such  soidid 
considerations;  but  the  parents  of  the  young 
lady  did  not  esteem  a  match  of  four  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  (which  was  all  his  fistther^s 
liberality  had  leil  Mr.  Everard)  an  eligible 
match  for  their  daughter ;  and  had,  therefore, 
under  existing  circumstances,  peremptorily  for- 
bidden his  addresses.  These  particulars  I  ga- 
thered from  the  lips  of  my  gentleman  himself. 

He  was,  at  this  time,  busied  with  the  la^iyers, 
endeavouring  to  build  up  a  case  to  invalidate 
his  father'^s   will.      His   best   proof,   however. 
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^WBfi  of  a  negative  diaraeter;  it  eonld  not-  be 
made  to  appear,  nor  had  it  been  pretended  by 
tlie  old  gentleman,  that  his  first-born  had  ever. 
girtm  him  any  serions  cause  of  offence;  the 
onTy  reason  assigned  by  him  for  the  act  of 
injustice  vrhich  he  had  perpetrated,  was  a  pre* 
ference  to  the  ofispring  of  the  second  marriage. 
Still  Mr.  Everard,  senior,  had  been  an  eoeen- 
trie  person  in  his  general  habits;  and  eomi- 
sel  held  out  hopes  that  this  &ct,  coupled  Trith 
the  unjustifiable  postponement  of  the  elder  to 
the  younger  branch  of  the  half-blood,  might 
set  aside  the  will.  Mr.  Everard  was,  therefore^ 
strongly  advised  to  collect  all  the  strange  aneo* 
dotes  which  he  could  scrape  together  of  his 
fiither^s  singularities,  with  the  view  of  con- 
verting them  into  evidence  of  his  unsoundness 
of  mind.  To  assist  him  in  this  pious  project^ 
Mr.  Everard  had  engaged  me  ;  my  late  master, 
•who  was  his  solicitor,  having  recommended  me 
to  him  as  an  active  and  intelligent  person. 
.This,  I  need  hardly  say,  was  an  employment 
quite  suited  to  my  genius,  and  I  entered  into 
it  with  great  alacrity. 
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There  was  only  one  drawback,  whidi  was 
an  apprehension  lest  I  shoold  again  fidl  in  with 
aome  of  my  Bath  acquaintanoes,  for  we  wrtto 
immediately  setting  off  to  try  whether  we  ooold 
get  any  aid  from  a  maternal  nncle  of  Mr.  Eve- 
rard^s  who  was  sojourning  in  that  neigbbonr- 
hood,  at  one  of  those  small  places  where  the 
happy  people  who  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
bnt  take  care  of  their  health,  and  spend  their 
annuities,  are  wont  to  resort,  during  the  autum- 
nal equinox,  to  drink  fetid  hot  water,  and  take 
airings  in  pouy  chaises. 

But  this  danger  was  not  sufficient  to  deter 
me  from  the  expedition,  as,  being  upon  my 
guard,  I  should  hope  to  be  able  to  avoid  any 
untoward  encounter. 

The  gentleman  we  were  about  to  visit  was 
one  with  whom  the  gentle  reader  is  already 
slightly  acquainted.  Sir  Benjamin  Moody,  by 
whom  it  may  be  remembered  I  was  so  dis- 
courteously received,  when,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  career,  I  applied  for  the  vacant 
situation  of  his  valet.  I  mentioned  this  cir- 
cumstance to   Mr.   Everard,   who   was    much 
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amused  at  it,  and  infonned  me  that  his  micle 
tras  generally  considered  a  very  ill-natured  and 
disagreeable  person,  and  much  shunned  by  his 
fiimily  on  that  account.  He  added,  ^^  I  haye 
not  seen  him  myself  sine«  I  was  a  schoolboy, 
but  he  occasionally  visited  my  father,  who 
courted  him  for  the  sake  of  his  wealth,  of  which 
he  hoped  to  be  left  heir.  But  he  is  such  a 
cynic,  I  should  not  wonder  if  he  were  to  cut 
out  all  his  relatives,  and  bequeath  it  to  the 
national  debt,  which  I  believe  he  declares  to 
be  his  intention.  I  understand  that  of  late 
he  has  become  a  confirmed  valetudinarian, 
fimcying  himself  to  be  the  depositary  of  all 
the  diseases  of  which  the  human  frame  is  sus- 
ceptible. This,  I  suppose,  does  not  improve 
his  temper.  I  fear  we  shall  find  it  a  hard 
matter  to  get  anything  out  of  him,  though  I 
know  he  was  in  the  habit  of  saying  openly, 
that  my  father  was  as  mad  as  a  fool  could  be. 
I  must  be  cautious  not  to  let  him  know  what 
is  my  object,  or  he  will  disappoint  me  out  of 
sheer  spleen.^ 


res  ■^^■9M 

,7:u>i*CjU   bul    ilOfi     ' 
C    it.   CDl  -[{l*    III    ,*•' 

"f""'     CHAPTER  XXIX. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  place  of  destinatioB^'* 

which  I  sliall  call  • Spa,  wc  took  up  otn^  ] 

quarters  at  the  board ing-honse,  where  we  had 
learned  tliat  Sir  Benjamin  was  Bojouming,     It 

was    mv  master's   intention   to   meet   his  oncle 
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expected  rencontre,  he  hurried  into  an  expla- 
nation of  his  visit  to  — — ,  which  he  attribnted 
to  a  want  of  change  of  air,  and  his  inability, 
from  straitened  circumstances,  to  sojourn  at  a 
more  fashionable  watering-place.  Sir  Benjamin 
answered  to  all  this  ooij  with  a  ^^  humph !  ^ 
and  without  affecting  to  return  his  nephew^s 
compliments,  he  drily  extended  a  finger  to  ihe 
proffered  hands  of  Mr.  Everard,  and  observed^ 

'^  Your  &ther  cut  you  off  with  an  annuity^ 
did  he  not  ?     What  did  he  leave  you  ?^^ 
^  My  master  answered  in  a  low,  confidential 
tone, 

*'  Only  four  hundred  a-year,  charged  upon 
the  estate  which  he  has  left  to  my  brother — to 
Mjr«L  Everard^s  son  !^ 

■  ^  Ho  !  ho  1^  chuckled  the  baronet.  My 
mast^,  who  neither  enjoyed  the  joke,  nor  was 
fit  all  diq>osed  to  discuss  his  private  affairs  in 
the  presence  a£  some  twenty  or  thirty  strangers 
— -COTQipany  at  the  boarding-table  of  a  third-rate 
watering-place — amoved  towards  a  more  secluded 
pari  of  the  room ;  but  dinner  being  at  the  mo- 
ment broi^ht  in,  Sir  Benjamin  hastened  to  the 


258  FITZ-WIGGIN8. 

table  to  take  his  place,  laogfaiiigy  and  ezdainif 
ing  aloady 

*'  A  fellow  who  was  bred  to  an  estate  ef 
six  thousand  a-year,  cnt  off  with  three  or  feor 
hundred!     Ha!  ha!  ha!     Hoiholho!'' 

My  master,  annoyed  and  dii^gosted  almost 
beyond  his  capacity  of  endurance,  bit  his  lifs 
and  seated  himself  at  the  table  opposite  his 
uncle,  willing,  for  the  present,  to  let  the  subject 
drop.  But  Sir  Benjamin,  as  soon  as  he  had 
finished  his  soup,  returned  to  the  charge. 

^^  I  always  thought  your  father  an  infernal 
ass,  but  hang  me  if  I  ^m  not  half  inclined  to 
change  my  opinion.^ 

''  At  all  events,  sir,  we  had  better  discuas 
that  point  another  time,^  said  Mr.  Everard, 
casting  a  significant  glance  at  the  company, 
who  were  beginning  to  look  exceedingly  edified 
by  these  singular  disclosures  of  facts  and  op^ 
nions.  Sir  Benjamin,  however,  without  no- 
ticing, or  choosing  to  notice  the  hint,  continued 
in  an  ironical  sarcastic  style, 

*'  What  a  fortunate  thing  for  a  young  fellow 
of  your  talents  and  address  to  have  the  world 
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before  yon,  instead  of  being  oyerlaid  at  the  out- 
set of  life  with  the  dead- weight  of  riches  f 
Who  wonld  not  prefer  the  excitement  of  en- 
terprise, to  the  sameness  of  a  life  which  knows 
neither  hope  nor  fear?  Of  what  use  wonld 
it  have  been  to  jon  to  waste  the  midnight 
oil  at  Oxford  and  LincoIn^s  Inn,  had  you  come 
into  mx  thousand  a-year  at  fiye-and-twenty  ? 
JVbtff,  with  great  luck,  and  unremitting  ^i- 
plication,  you  may,  in  thirty  years  time,  look 
to  be  Lord  Chancellor !  I  consider  you  a 
young  man  very  much  to  be  felicitated ;— -don^t 
you  think  he  is,  marm  ?^^  addressing  himself 
to  an  old  kdy  who  sat  near  him,  and  had  been 
listening  with  the  greatest  appearance  of  in- 
terest to  his  discourse. 

Perceiving  my  master's  temper  rapidly  giving 
way  under  the  consolatory  eloquence  of  his 
uncle,  I  watched  my  opportunity,  and  ventured 
to  give  him  an  admonitory  glance  from  the 
rideboard,  just  as  a  retort  was  rising  to  his 
lips.  Mr.  Everard  swallowed  his  bile  and  a 
hxge  glass  of  sherry.  Whether  it  was  that 
the  asperity  of  Sir    Benjamin's  humour  was 
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mitigated  by  my  master^s  forbearanca,  or  that 
he  was  tired  of  the  sabject,  I  will  not  say,  but 
he  left  poor  Mr.  Everard  to  finish  his  dinner 
in  peace,  and  amused  himself  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  meal,  by  showing  np  the  in- 
firmities, or  peculiarities,  which  his  malignant 
penetration  had  discovered  in  any  of  the 
people  present.  This  annoyance  was  sobmhted 
to  in  every  instance,  with  more  or  less  patiencei 
He  was  considered  a  privileged  person  ;  a  con- 
venient character,  which  may  be  acquired  by 
anybody  who  is  sufficiently  endowed  with  wit 
or  impudence,  to  take  out  a  diploma  for  the 
practice  of  impertinence  or  immorality. 
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Whbn  I  attended  my  gentleman  at  nighf, 
the  bile  which  had  been  excited  by,  bat  sup- 
pressed in  the  presence  of,  his  uncle,  at  once 
broke  out  with  great  bitterness.     I  suffered, 
and  eyen  encouraged  him  to  relieve  his  over- 
eharged  breast,  by  copious  imprecations,  and 
when  I  judged  him  capable  of  listening  to  cool 
reason,  I  ventured  to  remonstrate  against  the 
order  which,  in  the  height  of  his  passion,  he 
had  given  me  to  pack  up  for  departure  the  fol- 
lowing morning.    My  opposition  to  his  will  was, 
however,  somewhat  premature,  for  it  produced 
a  relapse  of  his  wrath  which  now  feU  upon  my 
own  head  in  a  volley  of  curses  and  vituperative 
epithets  for  my  insolence  in  presuming  to  in- 
trude my  advice  and  question  hisorders ;  and  he 
swore  that  he  would  pay  me  off  the  next  mom- 
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ing.  I  permitted  this  tirade  likewise  to  spend 
itself;  and  then  calmly,  but  firmly,  renewed 
my  attempt  to  divert  from  his  hasty  purpose 
this  impetuous  young  man.  Perseverance  and 
moderation,  as  usual,  prevailed  over  capriciow 
fury. 

^*  Why,  you  infernal  fool  and  rascal  !*"  cried 
he,  ^^what  is  the  good  of  staying  here  to  be 
ridiculed  and  insulted,  I  should  like  to 
know?'' 

"  Sir,''  answered  I  immediately,  profiting  by 
this  evidence  of  returning  reason,  ^'  permit  me 
to  answer  your  question  by  another.  Did  yon 
ever  hear  of  any  person  succeeding  in  any  en- 
terprise who  was  daunted  by  the  first  difficul- 
ties he  encountered  ?" 

^^  Confound  you  for  an  impertinent  cox- 
comb !  What  the  devil  would  you  have  me 
do,  then  ?" 

^'As  you  allow  me,  sir,  to  offer  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that, 
as  we  have  come  here  purposely  to  try  what 
can  be  made  of  Sir  Benjamin,  and  as  he  migki 
be  of  essential  service  to  us,  it  would  not  be 
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advisable  to  be  deterred  by  a  little  roughness 
9t  manner.^ 

^^  Roughness  of  manner  !^  cried  Mr.  Eve- 
lard,  ^^  I  ^11  trouble  you  indeed  !  I  defy  flesh 
and  blood  to  stand  such  malice  and  brutality. 
He  is  the  damnedst — "^ 

**  Be  it  so,^  interrupted  I,  {fently  waving  him 
to  silence  with  my  hand ;  ^'  your  patience  and 
forbearance,  sir,  may  wear  out  your  uncle^s 
satire  and  rudeness.  At  all  events,  I  submit 
it  is  surely  worth  the  trial.  Besides,  sir,  I 
apprehend  that  you  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  unamiable  character  in  Sir  Benjamin 
extends  beycmd  the  surface.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, imtil  you  have  proof  to  the  contrary, 
that  so  near  a  relative  would  not  wish  you  to 
suffer  substantial  wrong,  and  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible that  he  should  not  be  well  aware  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  you  have  been  de- 
prived of  your  inheritance.'^ 

This  reasoning  had  its  due  weight  with  Mr. 
Everard.  He  paused  a  few  seconds  thought- 
ibUy,  and  then  said,  '^  I  believe  you  are  right, 
Wiggins,  and  certainly  it  is  worth  the  trial. 


864  PITZ-W10O1N& 

After  all,  why  should  I  be  annojed  by  tiie 
spleen  of  an  old  misanthrope  whom  nobody 
minds.  Wiggins,  you  ^xe  a  damned  senaiUe 
fellow.  I  was  wrong  in  abusing  yon  as  I  did, 
and  I  ^m  sorry  for  ift.^ 

*'  Oh,  sir,^  said  I,  spreading  my  hand  upon 
my  bosom  and  bowing  to  the  gronnd,  **  aay  no 
more  upon  the  subject.  When  a  gentleman 
acknowledges  himself  to  have  been  in  the 
wrong,  he  has  made  abundant  reparation. 
Everything  that  yon  may  haye  said  unplea- 
sant to  my  feelings  is  from  this  moment  ob- 
Uterated  from  my  memory.  Have  you  any  foi^ 
ther  eonmiands  for  me  to-night,  sir  ?^ 

My  gentleman  answered  in  the  negative, 
and  as  I  withdrew  I  heard  him  mutter,  '*  In- 
fernal coxcomb  r  I  smiled,  as  I  could  make 
allowance  for  the  vexation  of  spirit  which  must 
be  felt  at  succumbing  to  the  superior  geniu 
of  a  dependant.  This  was  only  human  an- 
ture. 
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Thxhcvfobwabd,  the  gentle  reader  will 
not  be  Burprised  to  learn  that  Mr.  Eyerard  was 
almost  wholly  guided  in  the  management  of 
this  delicate  affiair  by  the  humble  individual  who 
beguiles  some  of  the  tedious  hours  of  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life  by  enditing  these  trivial 
pages'.  My  gentleman,  indeed,  was  constantly  in 
want  of  my  encouragement  and  support  under 
the  fire  of  Sir  Benjamin^s  wit,  which  he  found 
almost  insupportable.  He  was,  moreover,  dis- 
tracted by  his  unfortunate  attachment,  the  fair 
-object  of  which  he  learned  was  now  staying, 
fbr  change  of  air,  with  a  relative  whose  resi- 
dence was  only  some  two  or  three  miles  from 
the  watering-place  where  we  were  sojourning, 
and,  therefore,  as  Mr.  Everard  inferred  (some- 
what violently  perhaps),  suffering  in  health 
from  the  obstacles  to  their  union. 

VOL.  II.  N 
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This  intelligence  rendered  my  master  almort 
unmanageable ;  it  was  not  without  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  I  could  restrain  him  from  throw- 
ing himself  at  the  feet  of  his  belored,  and  uig^ 
ing  her  to  an  inmiediate  union,  regardless  of 
everjrthing  but  the  blind  dictates  of  passion. 
All  my  influence  could  only  exact  from  him  a 
promise  to  refrain  from  any  decisiye  measnie 
for  a  week.  He  insisted,  however,  upon  imme- 
diately making  known  to  her  his  being  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  unalterable  state  of  his 
affections.  T6  this  I  consented,  on  condition 
that  I  should  be  the  bearer  of  his  communic- 
ation, and  that  he  would  trust  implicitly  to  my 
fidelity  and  discretion. 

Always  ready  to  turn  my  hand  to  any- 
thing, I  undertook  without  diffidence  the  not 
very  easy  task  of  interposing  between  the  im- 
petuous desires  of  two  deyoted  hearts.  But  I 
was  peculiarly  qualified  to  discharge  this  pain- 
ful duty  with  delicacy,  for,  alas !  I  could  entw 
into  their  feelings.  My  own  bowels  had  ei- 
perienced  the  sharp  pang  of  disappointed  loTe ; 
and  though  time  had  in  a  great  measure  closed 
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my  wound,  jet  memorjr  would  ofttimes  dwell 
with  sadnass  upon  those  happy  days  when  I 
yielded  to^the  delicioiui  but  dangerous  intoxiica^ 
tion.  The  service  upon  whieh  I  was  at  pre- 
sent bound  naturally  recalled  these  melancholy 
passages  in  my  eventful  career,  and  as  I  wend- 
ed my  solitary  way  towards  Mount  Pleasant^ 
the  abode  of  Mr.  Everard^s  mistress,  my  mind 
dwelt  on,,  my  once  (and  still)  beloved  Julia. 
I  pictured  hc^  (torturing  idea !)  the  property 
of  the  nauseous  Le  Beau,  perhaps  condemned 
to  propagate  the  image  of  that  vile  caricature 
of  humanity !  Conjecture  was,  indeed,  left  to 
roam  almost  at  large  respecting  her  &te ;  for 
during  some  five  years  which  had  elapsed  since 
we  parted,  I  had  heard  nothing  of  her :  I  only 
knew  that  Lady  Leighton  had  passed  fr<Mn  the 
4^tection  of  C!olonel  Calloway  to  that  of  a 
baronet ;  and  when  I  last  heard  of  her,  was 
redding  at  Vi^ona,  the  gayest  of  the  gay. 
But  whether  Julia  had  followed  her  forttmes, 
iir  adhered  to.  those  of  Monsieur  Le  Beau,  I 
could  n^  ascertain^  Perhaps  that  &ir  fcHrm 
might  now  be  mouldered  into  dust. How 
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deeply  did  I  repent  the  lerlty  whidi  had  lost 
me  the  esteem  of  that  sweet  creature  !  How 
much  mortification  and  disappointment  might 
I  have  been  spaced  had  I  united  mj  fate  with 
hers !  What  happiness  might  we  not  haTe  en- 
joyed, retired  from  servitude  in  some  elegant, 
light  business,  (for  I  could  not  bear  to  think 
that  my  delicate  Julia  should  be  engaged  in 
any  coarse  sordid  trade,)  which  her  grace  might 
have  adorned,  and  my  talents  improyed.  But 
it  was  idle  now  to  calculate  upon  lost  oppor- 
tunities. I,  therefore,  drove  the  subject  from 
my  thoughts,  and  as  I  found  myself  to  be  with- 
in a  quarter  of  an  hour''s  walk  of  my  destinar 
tion,  I  thought  it  high  time  to  prepare  myself 
for  the  delicate  afiair  in  hand. 

According  to  Mr.  Everard^s  instructions,  I 
was  to  endeavour  to  put  myself  in  communica- 
tion with  Miss  Fancourt^s  maid,  who  was  in  her 
confidence,  and  through  this  channel  to  convey 
his  letter,  which,  if  sent  direct,  might  defeat 
his  object ;  as  he  had  reason  to  belieye  that 
her  aunt,  Mrs.  Wilmot,  with  whom  the  young 
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lady  was  on  a  yisit,  was  highly  adverse  to  the 
connexion,  and  would  intercept  any  correspond- 
ence between  the  lovers.  My  gentleman  had 
been  greatly  puzzled  to  find  expedients  by  which 
I  might  procure  an  interview  with  the  Abigail, 
but  I  desired  him  to  make  himself  easy,  and 
to  leave  all  to  me.  I  went  to  work,  as  was 
my  &shion,  in  a  straightforward  manner,  and 
walking  up  to  the  back  entrance  of  the  house, 
requested  to  speak  to  Mrs.  Edwards,  if  she  was 
disengaged,  and  lest  she  might  receive  me  be- 
fore witnesses,  desired  the  footboy,  who  took 
my  message,  to  acquaint  her  that  I  had  par- 
ticular business.  She  took  the  hint,  and  I  was 
in  a  few  minutes  ushered  into  a  private  room, 
where  I  found  Mrs.  Edwards  awaiting  my 
approach. 

We  immediately  recognized  each  other  as 
old  acquaintances.  I  had  known  her  in  Lord 
Leighton^s  time  as  a  Miss  Parsons,  in  waiting 
upon  a  married  sister  of  his  LordshipX  although 
she  was  not  exactly  of  our  set^  having  been 
considered  rather  a  dowdy.     She  recollected  me 
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immedittietyy  and  uttered  an   ezcbmstkm  of 
surprise  at  my  unexpected  appeanmoe. 

«* Bless  me r  she  cried;  ""ean^  be  Mr. 
Wiggins  r 

*^The  same,  madam,  at  yefor  aenrioe,^  an- 
swered I,  stepinng  np,  and  taking  lier  band 
with  m J  nsnsl  ease  and  sd^-poaseasion.  ^  Gife 
me  leave  to  express  mj  pleasore  at  findiiq^  tbat 
yon  have  changed  jonr  name,  whidi  I  ba?e 
no  doubt  is  a  subject  of  congratulation.^ 

The  lady  bludied  and  smiled,  and  informed 
me  that  she  had  been  united  about  two  jrears, 
to  a  young  man  of  good  property,  and  great 
moral  worth,  foreman  to  a  silyersmith,  with 
whom  he  shortly  expected  to  be  admitted  into 
partnership,  until  which  erent  she  proposed 
continuing  in  service ;  that  she  had  one  child, 
a  fine  boy  a  twelvemonth  old,^  &c. 

I  listened  to  a  somewhat  tedious  history  of 
the  good  woman^s  private  affairs,  with  great 
attention  and  apparent  interest,  and  gratified 
her  curiosity  in  return,  by  such  few  particulars 
of  my  own  history,  since  Lord  Leighton^s  death, 
as  I   thought  proper    to   communicate.     This 


F1TZ-WIGGIN8.  271 

led    to    my   present    business,    which   having 
broached  in  a  few  words, 

"  Now,  my  dear  madam,^  said  I,  "  yon 
will,  I  think,  agree  with  me,  that  these  young 
people  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  rush  head- 
long on  their  own  destruction.^ 

"  I  ^m  quite  of  your  way  of  thinking,  Mr* 
Wiggins.  But,  my  dear  sir,  you  'd  like  some- 
thing after  your  walk  ?  I  believe  I  Ve  got  a 
biscuit  and  a  drop  of  Hollands,  in  the  room.'** 
And  she  forthwith  opened,  with  a  very  par- 
ticular key,  a  small  closet,  and  in  a  twinkling 
produced  a  plate  of  cakes,  a  good-sized  stone 
bottle,  lemon,  sugar,  and  tumblers. 

^'  I  hope  you  Ml  find  that  Hollands  to  your 
liking,  sir ;  for  my  part,  I  'm  no  judge  of 
spirits,  but  the  faculty  particularly  order  it 
to  me,  though  I  can^t  abide  it  myself.^  So 
saying  she  mixed  herself  an  exceeding  stiff 
glass.  I  could  do  no  less  than  follow  her 
example ;  and,  having  done  so,  I  resumed  the 
subject  of  my  embassy. 

^*As  I  was  saying,  Mrs.  Edwards,  I  think 
it  is  our  duty,  connected  as  we  are  with  these 
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young  people,  to  do  all  in  oar  power  fo  pot 
off  this  match)  nntil  we  see  what  is  likely  to 
come  to  pass.  ETerard,  at  present,  has  only 
fonr  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  his  pro- 
spects, in  my  opinion,  are  more  than  doubtful.** 

<^And  Georgiana,^  said  Mrs.  Edwards,  ^^is 
oitirely  in  her  father^s  power,  who,  poor  man, 
has  barely  two  thousand  aryear,  two  other 
girls,  and  an  extravagant  son  to  provide  for; 
so  that  he  could  do  very  little  for  her,  ev^ 
if  he  was  to  give  his  consent.  If  they  were 
to  marry  now,  I  doubt  if  they  would  be  aUe 
to  make  up  five  hundred  a-year  betwixt  them ; 
perfect  beggary,  you  know.  To  be  sure,  she 
has  expectations  from  her  aunt  here ;  but 
then  there  ^8  no  placing  any  dependence  upon 
them  old  maids.  Why,  I  remember  a  circum- 
stance— '^ 

^'  True,  true,^  interrupted  I,  seeing  that  the 
good  woman  was  about  to  digress  ;  ^^  but  I 
understand  that  the  only  objection  which  your 
people  have  to  my  young  friend  is  the  want 
of  the  needful  ?"" 

"  Oh,  surely  !  ***  was  the  reply  ;   **  there  can 
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be  no  other  objection  in  the  world  to  Mr. 
Everard.  He  k  of  yerj  good  family,  and  a 
very  qniet,  respectable  sort  of  young  man,  I 
am  told."" 

"  Oh,  yes  !*"  said  I,  "  he's  very  well ;  a 
good-natnred,  well-disposed  lad,  not  exactly 
calculated  for  a  Thames  incendiary,  ha !  ha  i 
but  just  the  stuff  to  make  a  good  husband.'" 

^^  Ah,  Mr.  Wiggins  !^  said  the  lady,  shaking 
her  head  with  matronly  reprobation,  ^' just  as 
great  a  rake'as  ever,  I  see  ;  but  your  turn  will 
come  by  and  by.  However,  as  I  was  saying, 
you  thiuk  there  isn't  much  chance  for  Everard 
recovering  his  father's  property  ?'*' 

"  Whatever  chance  there  may  be,"  I  re- 
plied, ^^  it  would  be  madness  to  encourage  this 
match  on  any  such  speculation.  I  propose, 
therefore,  that  we  break  it  off  at  once.  I 
wiU  get  my  youngster  away  from  this  neigh- 
bourhood as  quickly  as  I  can,  and  marry  him 
to  the  first  tolerable  fortune  I  can  find,  which 
will  be  the  best  way  of  settling  the  business 
for  both  parties.  The  chief  difficulty  is  to 
prevent  their  meeting  at  present,  and  to  ac- 
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bid  better  not  Idle  aojr  |Bii,i[iliiM 
If  we  cm  keep  ^eai  Ami  the  ■ght  ef 
•Cher,  ttere  eu  be  bo  ocmmki  fir 
either  of  >iii,  jam  know ;  and,  aft  att  cmalii 
afare  we  thtak  of  that,  we  nj  as  wdl  atop 
and  tee  what  the  kwjat  aie  Ekefy  to  do 
for  joung'  Ereiard.  If  he  ahould  gam  the 
daj,  there  ^8  nobody  I  flhonid  prefisr  for  my 
G^rgiana.  His  property  is  within  a  few  miles 
of  Bath,  where  Mr.  Edwards  is  sening  his 
time ;  so  it  would  be  quite  the  thing  fiv  me. 
Besides,  it  goes  to  one^s  heart  to  cross  the 
poor  things^  inclinations,  milesB— ^ 

**  Unless  the  imperatiTe  calls  of  dnty  and 
interest  oblige  one  to  do  so,*^  answered  I, 
perceiving  the  error  into  which  I  had  fidlen 
by  being  orer  conminnicatiye,  and  relapsing 
immediately  into  diplomatic  dissimulation.  ^'  I 
see  that  I  was  hasty  in  my  views.  We  will 
proceed  with  caution  ;  but,  mean  time,  we  must 
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settle  the  point  which  presseg,  namely,  inteiv 
cepting  the  communication  of  this  enamoure4 
pair.  See,  here  is  a  letter  he  has  charged 
me  with.  I  was  obliged  to  undertake  it,  to 
prevent  his  coming  in  person,  which  might 
have  played  the  devil.  (Excuse  me.)  My 
honour  is  pledged  that  the  letter  should  be 
delivered ;  I  must  trust  to  your  excellent  sense 
and  judgment,  my  dear  friend,  to  guard  against 
any  mischievous  consequences  which  might  re^ 
suit  from  it.^ 

^^  You  may  rely  upon  it,  that  your  con- 
fidence shall  not  be  abused,^  answered  the 
lady,  placing  the  despatch  in  her  bosom.  '^  I 
shall  give  Oeorg^ana  the  letter,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  secretly  inform  Mrs.  Wilmot  that 
her  niece  is  in  contraband  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Everard.  Consequently  I  shall  be  praised, 
and,  perhaps,  rewarded  for  my  fidelity,  and 
be  doing  the  poor  child  a  service  all  the  time. 
We  shall  of  course  be  sent  home  directly, 
which  I  shanH  at  all  regret ;  for  this  is  a  very 
middling  sort  of  establishment,  I  ^11  assure  you, 
Mr.  Wiggins.    There  ^s  no  second  table,   nor 
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^frine,    in  tihe  howdceeperVroom,  wlndi  is  a 
tlui^  I  ^m  not  at  all  aceuatomed  to.*^ 

I  fiiHed  not  to  ezpreas  the  dne  degree  of 
ajrmpattiy  with  this  grievance,  and  Iraanesi 
being  deqMtcfaed,  we  diseossed  a  little  gompf 
which  brought  ns  insensiUy  to  the  end  of 
the  stone  bottle.  I  then  took  my  leave,  after 
haying  exchanged  with  Mrs.  Edwards  asMh 
ranees  of  high  eonsiderationy  and  of  nratiMl 
attachment  to  each  other^s  interests. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIL 

I  FOUND  Mr.  Eyerard  awaiting  my  retnni 
with  the  njsaal  impatience  of  a  lover.  I  in- 
formed him,  without  entering  into  particolars, 
that  I  had  had  a  satisfactory  interview  with 
the  young  lady^s  Abigail,  in  whose  trusty  hands 
I  had  deposited  his  billet.  This  was  so  far 
excellent;  but  when  he  found  that  I  had  left 
the  house,  without  bringing  a  line,  or  even 
a  message,  from  his  beloved,  he  flew  into  a 
rage,  and  abused  me  for  leaving  half  my  task 
undone.  Before,  however,  I  could  justify  my- 
self,  with  the  caprice  of  his  malady,  he  begged 
my  pardon,  admitted  that  he  was  hasty,  and 
that  he  believed  I  had  acted  with  delicacy 
and  discretion.  This  idea  I  took  care  to  con- 
firm ;  and  comforted  him  by  the  assurance 
that  he  would,   in   all  probability,   receive  a 
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commtmication  firom  Mount  Pleamit  beftte 
the  day  closed.  The  erent  verified  my  piedio- 
tion ;  for  the  same  erening,  a  meeeenger  frcxm 
Monnt  Pleaeaat  brought  two  letters^  the  <»ie 
from  Miss  Fanoourt,  the  other  from  heraimL' 
The  former  was,  no  doCibt,  written  with  aO 
the  fervour  of  penniless  and  thwarted  love ;  foot 
Mr.  Everard  devoured  it  with  anaptoMd  eyes» 
as  if  it  had  contained  an  order  for  a  thousand 
pounds.  The  other  epistle,  which  I  was  pep? 
mitted  to  peruse,  was  of  a  less  agreeable  cha- 
racter. It  was  a  severe  reproof  from  the  old 
lady,  for  what  she  termed  his  ungentlemanly 
conduct,  in  taking  advantage  of  the  eircum- 
stance  of  her  niece  being  under  her  roof  to 
re-open  a  correspondence  (wiiich  she  had  aod^ 
dentally  discovered,)  with  her,  after  his  ad- 
dresses had  been  f<Hrmally  dismissed  by  the 
young  lady^s  fiither.  Mrs.  Wilmot  added,  that 
it  was  her  intention  to  send  her  niece  hom^ 
the  following  day,  but,  with  the  view  of  sparing 
her  feelings,  she  meant  to  suppress  the  cause 
of  her  taking  this  step ;  and  trusted,  in  con- 
I,  that  Mr.  Everard  would  see  the  pror 


FITZ-WIGOINS.  S79 

priety  of  desistiog  from  a  parsuit  which  could 
only  end  in  niin  to  both  parties. 

These  contradictory  letters  placed  mj  poor 
gentleman,  whose  resdntion  was  none  of  the 
strongest,  in  a  sad  dilemma,  and  it  devolyed 
upon  me,  as  might  have  been  expected,  to 
decide  what  line  of  conduct  he  should  take. 
After  half  an  hour,  partlj  spent  in  swear- 
ing his  determination  to  carry  off  and  marry 
his  Georgiana,  in  spite  of  all  the  fathers  and 
aunts  in  the  universe,  and  partly  in  cursing 
his  deceased  parentis  unnatural  weakness,  which 
had  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  gratifying 
his  matrimonial  views,  he  bewailed  himself  as 
the  most  miserable  fellow  on  the  &ce  of  the 
earth,  and,  in  an  agony  of  doubt,  asked  me  for 
my  opinion  and  advice.  I*  was  prepared  with 
both.  I  appealed  to  the  weakest  of  his  weak 
points ;  one  upon  which,  like  most  people  who 
have  no  great  personal  merit  to  rely  upon, 
he  was  particularly  tenacious  ^family  pride. 
I  represented  to  him  how  derogatory  it  would 
be  to  force  him  into  a  family  which  declined 
his  connexion.      This  instantly  touched  him ; 
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he  started,  bit  his  lip,  and  in  a  mXkMpfj^ 
reminded  himself  that  Mr*  FanoomCs  giaod? 
nre  had  been  a  groon.  I  then  quitted  that 
p<Hnt,  and  appealing  to  a  better  feding,  painted 
to  him  the  priTations  to  wfaidi,  with  his  naiy 
sow  means,  a  union  with  Miss  Fanoomt,  at 
present,  most  expose  her,  who  had  hem  hahi- 
toated  firom  her  cradle  to  ereiy  oomfert  and 
even  Inxmy*  To  his  credit  be  it  ipdcen,  Mr. 
Eyerard^s  feelings  responded  with  eqnal  sen* 
sibilltj  to  this  chord  ;  so,  following  np  the 
advantage  I  had  gained,  I  told  him,  in  strong 
terms,  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  he 
ought  not  to  renew  his  addresses  to  the  yooug 
lady.  He  listened  with  sorrowful  convictioD, 
and  bound  himself  by  his  word  of  honour  to 
do  nothing  more  in  this  afiair,  while  his  pre- 
sent situation  remained  unaltered. 

A  few  days  after  this  conversation,  a  cir- 
cumstance occurred  very  apposite  to  the  views, 
with  regard  to  my  worthy  young  gentleman, 
which  I  had  hinted  to  Mrs.  Edwards;  and 
which,  it  will  be  recollected,  did  not  appear 
to  be  coincident  with  those  entertained  by  that 
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prudent  person.  The  circumstance  I  allude  to 
was  the  arrival  at  — —  Spa  of  nothing  less 
than  an  heiress,  reputed  at  the  lowest  estimate 
at  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  who  actu* 
ally  appeared  to  be,  on  the  strictest  exami- 
nation of  her  domestics,  worth  half  that  sum« 
Now  I  thought  this  would  be  no  bad  specula- 
tion for  young  Eyerard,  and  I  considered  that 
he  might  enter  upon  it  with  a  very  fair  chance 
of  success.  He  was  young,  penniless,  good- 
looking,  not  over-burdened  with  wit,  which 
would  probably  be  a  recommendation  to  Misa 
Greenfield ;  for  your  women  of  fortune,  being 
generally  clever,  do  not  afiect  partners  who 
resemble  them  in  that  particular.  Besides,  my 
young  friend  had  in  his  style  another  quality 
which  I  have  observed  to  be  not  unacceptable 
to  heiresses ;  viz.  a  considerable  spice  of  the 
tiger. 

Mr.  Everard  was,  according  to  the  common 
sufirage,  a  very  gentleman-like  young  man  ; 
but  with  a  fine  figure,  and  good  address,  he 
had  not  that  indescribable  something  which 
is  to  be  found  in  persons  who  belong  to  good 
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eompany.  He  was  cmispieiioiig,  without  htiog 
distiiigiiiBhed,  in  his  ^ipeannoe.  HSs  pntam 
locks  of  anboni  hair  were  too  carefblly  $st- 
ranged ;  hia  cravat  was  joat  too  elaborate ; 
his  coat,  loo  well  madt  ;  his  vest^  too  gay; 
in  a  word,  the  tailor  was  a  rival  to  Natmei 
instead  of  being  her  modest  and  fidthM  nun- 
ister.  However,  Mr.  Everard was  aveiy hand* 
some  yonng  fellow,  and  l^  nineteen  people  oat 
of  twenty,  in  the  drde  in  whidi  he  mored, 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  considered  a  veiy 
fine  gentleman ;  certainly  he  had  better  pre* 
tensions  than  any  other  man  at  — —  Spa^  and 
as  I  really  wished  the  lad  well  — for  I  need 
hardly  say,  that  no  selfish  views  conld  be  gra* 
tified  by  the  situation  of  major-domo  in  a 
matrimonial  establishment  of  two  thousand 
poimds  per  annum  — I  determined  to  do  my 
best  in  his  behalf. 


CSS 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Mt  match-making  plan  had  nearly  been  &as- 
trated  in  the  outset  bj  the  indiscreet  co-opera- 
tion of  Sir  Benjamin  Moody.  The  same  idea, 
it  seemed,  had  occnrred  to  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet, but,  instead  of  delicately  insinuating  it 
to  his  nephew,  he  went  to  work  in  his  usual 
coarse  manner,  by  recommending  him  in  plain 
terms  to  make  up  to  the  heiress.  All  he  con- 
stant lover  swelled  in  Mr.  Everard^s  breast  at 
this  rude  and  disloyal  proposal ;  but  unwilling 
that  his  tender  secret  should  be  communicated 
to  such  an  uncongenial  bosom,  he  suppressed 
the  rising  sigh,  and  courteously  but  peremp* 
torily  declined  Sir  Benjamin^s  advice.  The 
shrewdness  of  the  Baronet  would  have  detected 
the  cause  of  this  refusal  had  he  not  been  al- 
ready acquainted,  as  was  probable,  with  his 
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nephew^s  unfortunate  amoor ;  and  it  was  not  to 
be  expected,  fifom  his  nnmevoifiil  temper,  tbat 
he  would  allow  the  poor  youth  to  eaei^  with- 
out tormenting  him  upon  the  subject. 

^*  Thy  exquisite  reascm,  good  youth,*"  said  bSp 
fixing  his  satirical  eye  on  the  blushing,  unsteady 
countenance  of  his  nephew. 

^  I  have  no  exquisite  reason,^  answered  the 
tictim  sulkily,  and  perhaps  unconscibudy  Ibk 
lowing  up  the  quotation  of  the  Baronet  ftm 
his  prototype  Sir  Toby  Belch.  **  I  have  no 
exquisite  reason,  sir,  only  I  don^t  want  to  .make 
up  to  the  heiress,  or  anybody  else.^ 

"  Then  why,^  rejoined  the  Baronet  —  for  I 
should  observe,  that  this  conversation  took  place 
within  earshot  of  myself  and  others,  —  *^  then 
why,  may  I  presume  to  inquire,  this  investment 
pf  capital  on  the  adornment  of  your  person? 
Why  these  velvets,  and  satins,  and  embroidery, 
and  gold  chains,  and  brass  buttons,  unless  they 
are  to  set  oflf  that  exquisite  shape,  and  render 
it  quite  irresistible  to  some  wealthy  fiiir  one  ? 
Surely  you  do  not  come  forth  so  gloriously 
arrayed  to  dazzle  and  destroy  the  poor  damsels. 
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of  the  place,  the  Coxes,  the  Simpsons,  the 
Hopklnses,  and  the  Figgs  ?^ 

"  Really,  sir,''  said  Everard,  very  impatient- 
ly, ^^it  is  extremely  nnpleasant  to  have  these 
sort  of  personal  remarks  made  upon  one.  I  dress 
to  please  myself,  not  to  please  the  damsels,  as 
you  call  them,  either  rich  or  poor.  And  if  you 
most  know  the  truth,  Sir  Benjamin,  my  afieo- 
tions  are  already  unalterably  engaged,  so  I  hope 
you  will  find  some  other  subject  for  your  wit.*" 
So  saying,  he  was  about  to  turn  away,  but 
the  Baronet  had  not  done  with  him. 

^^  Your  affections  unalterably  engaged  !  Oh, 
I  cry  you  mercy.  Is  she  a  very  large  for- 
tune?'' 

«  No,  sir." 

**  Not  quite  a  plum,  eh  ?" 

"  Not  a  penny,  as  far  as  I  know." 

Sir  Benjamin  gazed  at  his  nephew  with  a 
look  of  insufferable  derision.  '^Oh,  I  under- 
stand now.     Some  slip-slop  sentimental  miss." 

^^She  is  not  a  slip-slop  sentimental  miss," 
vociferated  Everard.  ''She  is  an  angel,  nor 
shall  any  man  speak  disrespectfully  of  her  in 
my  presence." 
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'*  What  18  your  aogeTft  name  ?**  coolly  aakad 
Sir  Benjamin. 

^*  Geoigiana  — Fanconrt,^  answeced  tbe  euh 
monred  swain,  not  withoat  some  hesitatioB  and 
miflgiTing. 

«  A  daughter  of  old  Tom  Faacoort  r* 

«  The  same." 

^  I  recollect  her.  She  has  Une  eyeii  fiiir 
complexion,  and  rather  low  in  statore  r* 
Yes,— exactly,^  cried  Everard,  eagerly. 
Ah,  I  thought  as  much.  I  perfectly  re- 
member seeing  her  at  her  fiither^s  house,  lust 
year.  I  heard  her  ang  ^  Ck>me  Uye  with  me 
and  be  my  love,^  or  some  such  thing,  with  great 
feeling,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word  by  castr 
ing  her  large  hmguishing  blue  eyes  towards  a 
confoundedly  handsome  captain  of  dragoons, 
who  was  hanging  over  her,  red  coat,  epau- 
lettes, spurs,  and  all.  It  was  a  deyilish  pretty 
picture.*^ 

Poor  Eyerard  started,  and  turned  at  this 
*^  picture,^  then  stared  wistfully  at  his  unde, 
to  gather,  if  possible,  from  his  countenance 
whether  his  picture  was  taken  from  the  life, 
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or  only  a  malicious  invention  to  torment  him. 
But,  Sir  Benjamin,  without  moving  a  muscle 
or  appearing  to  notice  his  nephew^s  emotion, 
proceeded. 

**  They  said,  by  the  by,  that  that  dragoon 
fellow  had  used  the  girl  ill.  He  almost  lived  at 
Fancourt^s  house,  and  seemed  to  have  a  great 
deal  to  say  to  her.  I  forget  the  fellow^s  title, 
but  he  was  a  lord.  Perhaps  he  was  a  friend 
of  yours,  and  in  your  interest  ?^ 

^^  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter,^  said  poor 
Everaid,  faintly ;  and,  excusmg  himself,  present- 
ly turned  away  from  his  uncle,  who  looked 
after  him  for  a  moment  with  a  self-satisfied 
chuckle,  and  then  turned  upon  his  heel. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

When  I  next  saw  mj  young  gentleman 
after  the  interview  detailed  in  the  last  chapter, 
I  found  him  in  great  despondency,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  he  related  to  me  in  full  the 
conversation  which  had  passed  between  him 
and  his  uncle,  the  principal  part  of  which  I 
had  overheard.  He  then  anxiously  asked  my 
opinion  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  story  of 
the  dragoon.  I  was  decidedly  inclined  to  think 
that  if  not  altogether  fabulous,  it  was  much 
exaggerated ;  but,  seeing  that  a  suspidon  of 
his  mistresses  fidelity  might  be  a  material  aid 
to  the  project  which  I  had  formed  for  his  ad- 
vantage, I  artfully  contrived  that  it  should  not 
be  eradicated  from  his  mind,  by  affecting  to 
give  no  credit  to  what  Sir  Benjamin  had  said,- 
and   vindicating    Miss  Fancourt^s   immutable 


FITZ-WIGGINS.  289 

constancy  hj  bad  argxuaaent  and  feeble  asser- 
tion. The  consequence  was,  that  Mr.  Everard, 
after  many  bitter  reflections  on  the  fickleness  of 
the  sex,  and  maledictions  on  the  supposititious 
dragoon,  ended  by  being  possessed  with  a  be- 
lief in  the  possibility  of  his  mistresses  treachery. 
But  lest  his  uncle  should  suppose  that  he  had 
made  any  impression  upon  him,  or  that  he 
paid  any  deference  to  his  dictation,  he  adopted 
sentiments  of  hatred  to  the  heiress,  and  re- 
solved to  abstain  from  even  common  civility 
towards  her,  lest  it  should  be  interpreted  into 
tender  attention.  I  did  not  think  it  prudent 
at  present  to  oppose  this  resolution,  which  gave 
me  no  serious  apprehension  of  the  failure  of  my 
scheme. 

The  appearance  of  Miss  Greenfield  created, 
of  course,  a  great  sensation,  as  it  is  called. 
The  young  lady  was  apparently  about  five-and- 
twenty,  unpretending  in  her  manner,  with  a 
lively  and  good-tempered  countenance.  She 
was  accompanied  by  her  mother,  who  seemed 
to  view  with  uneasiness  and  dislike  every  per- 
son of    the  other    sex   who  approached  her 
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precious  charge.      The  family  had,   up  to  a 
recent  period,  been  in   narrow  circumstances. 
The  father,  an  artist,  had  died  some  few  years 
previouslj,   leaving    his  widow  and   daughter 
almost  struggling  with  want,  in  which  condition 
they  had  remained  until,  one  fine  morning  about 
a  twelvemonth  ago,  Miss  Greenfield  received 
a  letter  from  a  solicitor,  acquainting  her  that 
she   was  sole  heir  to   the  real  and  personal 
property  of  her  uncle  Mr.  Thomas  Greenfield 
deceased.    This  man,  who  had  made  his  fortune 
in  a  Manchester-house,  having  never  taken  the 
least  notice  of  his  brother^s  family  during  his 
lifetime,    this    bequest   was   wholly   imexpect- 
ed    by  them.       They   were  not   even   aware 
that  he   was  possessed  of  wealth,  as    he   was 
only  head  clerk    in   the  house  at  Manchester, 
and   it  was  not   known   until    his  death  that 
he  had  been  personally  interested  in  the  con- 
cern.    The  old  gentleman,  however,  ultimate- 
ly  cut   up  to    the    amount    of    nearly  sixty 
thousand  pounds.     On  this  change  of  fortune, 
Mrs.  Greenfield  was  all  for  taking  a  house  in 
London,  entering  into  fashionable  company,  and 
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marrying  her  daughter  to  a  lord.  But  the 
young  lady  herself,  with  less  ambition,  and 
more  sense,  argued  that,  though  her  money 
might  indeed  obtain  her  access  to,  it  could  not 
secure  for  her  an  easy  footing  in,  a  circle  for 
which  neither  birth  nor  education  had  qualified 
her.  She  determined,  therefore,  notwithstand- 
ing all  her  mammals  persuasives  to  the  contrary, 
to  make  the  merits  of  the  individual  the  first 
consideration  in  her  matrimonial  choice,  and 
to  attempt  nothing  so  hazardous  as  a  debut 
in  the  aristocratic  purlieus  of  St.  James's. 
These  particulars,  with  many  others  irrelevant 
to  the  matter,  I  gathered  from  the  voluble  lips 
of  Miss  Greenfield's  lady  in  waiting,  who  was 
entirely  of  the  party  of  the  manmia,  and  greatly 
lamented  and  somewhat  despised  her  young 
firiend's  want  of  spirit  in  resisting  the  dazzling 
charms  of  high  life  and  nobility  to  which  she 
might  aspire. 

"  What 's  the  use,  I  should  like  to  know,'' 
cried  Miss  Penelope  Barrett,  with  the  warmth 
of  honest  conviction,  ^'  of  having  a  matter  of 
three  thousand  a  year  unless  one  makes  some 
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show  with  it.  Do  you  think  if  /  had  euiA  a 
fortune,  /  wonld  come  to  a  nast j,  pokj  place 
like  this  ?    No,  indeed  !^ 

Miss  Penelope  Barrett  bamed  with  the  de- 
sire of  belonging  to  a  London  estaUiduneiit, 
and  regarded  me  with  infinite  deferenee  when 
she  learned  that  I  had  passed  so  many  of  my 
years  in  high  life.    I  found  it  well  wcwth  my 
while,  in  furtherance  of  the  matrimonial  scheme 
upon  which  I  was  now  intent,  to  improve  this 
advantage,  as  Miss  Barrett,  in  addition  to  the 
natural  and  legitimate  influence  of  an  Abigail, 
possessed  also  that  which  arose  from  an  ac- 
quaintance, commencing  at  childhood,  with  her 
lady.     She  intimated,  indeed,  that  she  was  of 
a  much  better  family  than  Miss  (Greenfield,  and 
that  it  was  only  owing  to  one   of  the  blind 
freaks  of  Fortune,  that  their  mutual  relation- 
ship was  not  reversed.     Be  that  as  it  might, 
Miss  Penelope  was  much  more  sensible  of  the 
blind  divinity'^s  caprice  than  of  the  many  acts 
of  kindness  which  it  incidentally  appeared  she 
had  experienced :  but  gratitude  is  a  plant  of 
slow  growth  in  servile  bosoms.     As  soon  as 
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I  judged  it  expedient^  I  boldly  proposed  my 
gentleman  to  Miss  Barrett  as  a  suitor  to  her 
yonng  lady.  She  listened  with  gravity,  and, 
after  a  panse,  candidly  owned  that  both  she 
and  the  mamma  looked  higher  for  Miss  Green* 
£eld.  .  She  conld  not  think  of  letting  her  go 
under  an  honourable  or  a  baronet,  at  the 
least.  The  precarious  nature  of  Mr.  Everard'^s 
fortune  was  not  so  much  the  object  (objection) 
as  his  not  being  of  kin  to  any  person  of  rank. 
He  hltd  no  handle  to  his  name ;  he  was  only  a 
plain  mister.  This  was  a  formidable  obstacle, 
and  it  required  all  my  adroitness  and  eloquence 
to  meet  it.  I  admitted  that  Mr.  Everard  was 
not  connected  by  blood  with  the  aristocracy, 
i>at  dwelt  on  his  numerous  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance in  that  class,  through  whose  means 
his  wife  could  not  fail  to  be  introduced  to  the 
best  company.  I  expatiated  on  the  great  supe- 
riority of  fashion  over  rank,  and  exploded  the 
vulgar  error  that  the  one  constituted  any  claim 
to,  or  secured  its  possessor  admittance  into,  the 
other,  I  illustrated  this  position  by  many  ex- 
amples to  be  seen  every  day  in  the  haut  ton 


ZTViihiz  <>ciCLiies  viib  cCkeB  vlio  bMs  be  of 
tLt  l>xpi  of  liie  Hcvmrds,  bea»e  &e  kttar 
v«r%  iKX  «f  tLe  cHa  wet-  Thk  fiKi,  vUA 
vift  uev  v>  tbe  v&fiopLifldatcd  flund  of  P< 
lope.  CKxiscd  her  gmxlj  u>  admire,  and  it 
not  mnH  I  conEimed  h  br  solemn 
MnA  T^fffT^wx  to  antborities  diat  die 
daoed  to  gire  it  credence.  But  it  made  a 
great  imffres>^an  npon  her,  and  seemed  to  bate 
almost  wroDght  a  revolution  in  ber  opinions. 
"  lie^ideB,"*  proceeded  I,  following  np  the  ad- 
vantage I  had  gained,  "with  Mr.  EveranTs 
conuection8  and  talentg,  and  his  wife'^tf  fortune, 
why  bhould  he  not  enter  npon  public  life  ?— *- 
wliy  not,  as  many  others,  with  less  than  his 
advantages,  have  done  before  him — why  not 
get  into  parliament,  and  ultimately  be  enabled 
to  sell  bis  country  for  a  peerage  ?*" 

Miss  Penelope  Barrett  readily  admitted  the 
forco  of  this  reasoning,  and  relying  on  the  ac- 
curacy of  my  representations  with  reganl  to 
Mr.  Everard,  she  thought  my  proposal  might 
be  worthy  of  consideration.     I  answered  with  a 
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shrug  that  I  cared  very  little  about  the  matter, 
and  that  in  fact  I  had  spoken  without  being 
at  aU  certain  whether  or  not  Mr.  Everard  would 
enter  into  my  views,  and  that  if  I  were  to  state 
my  candid  opinion,  I  should  say  it  would  be  a 
better  thing  for  the  young  lady  than  for  him ; 
as  I  had  no  doubt  —  indeed,  if  I  were  at 
liberty  to  compromise  third  parties,  I  might 
say,  I  was  quite  sure  that  he  could  command  a 
better  fortune,  though  I  was  free  to  confess, 
not  so  nice  a  young  lady,  any  day  in  the  week. 
Miss  Barrett  declared  she  would  lose  no  time 
in  bestirring  herself  in  the  business. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

While  these  negotiations  were  going  for- 
ward so  smoothly  below  stairs,  I  was  not  alto- 
gether dissatisfied  with  the  aspect  of  affairs 
above.  Miss  Greenfield  had  begun  to  show 
symptoms  of  pique  at  Mr.  Everard^s  marked 
neglect  of  her,  while  every  other  beau  in  the 
place  was  besieging  her  with  his  anxious  civi- 
lities and  attentions.  My  worthy  young  gen- 
tleman, amongst  his  other  foibles,  was  Dot 
altogether  free  from  personal  vanity,  as  the 
sagacious  reader  may  have  already  suspected 
from  the  mention  I  have  made  of  the  at- 
tention which  he  paid  to  his  exterior;  and 
when  I  ventured  to  hint  to  him  that  the  great 
magnet  of  attraction  was  disconsolate  at  his 
neglect,  he  was  not  displeased ;  on  the  con- 
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trary,  he  expressed  his  regret  that  he  should 
have  been  considered  remiss,  and  declared  that 
he  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of  making 
his  amende.  The  consequence  was,  that,  when 
they  next  met,  he  laid  himself  out  to  please 
Miss  Greenfield,  and  evidently  succeeded  so 
well,  that  the  next  eyening  he  never  left  her 
side. 

From  that  time  the  flirtation  went  on  so 
prosperously  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
fold  my  arms  and  look  on.  The  lady  soon 
became,  to  the  satisfEK^tion  of  all  observers, 
considerably  smitten  with  my  young  gentle- 
man, and  I  began  to  suspect  that  his  fidelity 
to  Oeorgiana  was  a  good  deal  shaken.  Mean- 
time Miss  Barrett  had  apprized  me  that,  in 
case  the  thing  was  brought  to  bear,  no  oppo- 
sition would  be  made  by  Mrs.  Greenfield  ;  who, 
though  she  would  have  preferred  a  certainty, 
yet  was  so  well  satisfied  with  Mr.  Everard^s 
prospects  as  represented  by  me,  that  she  would 
not  withhold  her  consent,  in  the  event. of  her 
daughter  fixing  her  affections  upon  him.  It 
^i^as  pretty  dear,  therefore,  that  the  only  party 
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whose  acquiescence  remained  to  be  secured,  was 
that  of  the  gentleman. 

Now  this  was  the  critical  stage  of  the  boii- 
ness.  If  there  was  any  appearance  of  tardiness 
and  reluctance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Everard,  the 
scheme  might  be  in  imminent  danger;  for, 
however  fond  and  gentle  and  good-tempered 
Miss  Greenfield  might  be,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected she  would  forget  that  she  was  an  heiress, 
and  therefore  entitled  to  a  degree  of  alacrity 
and  ardour  which  an  undowered  damsel  might 
perhaps  dispense  with.  Nor,  though  I  believed 
my  young  friend  to  be  somewhat  taken  with  the 
compound  attractions  of  Miss  (rreenficld,  was 
I  at  all  sure  that  he  would  be  induced  to 
break  his  former  engagements. 

It  must  bo  recollected  that  he  was  only 
three-and-twenty,  a  time  of  life  at  which 
young  gentlemen  are  apt  to  take  the  imagi- 
native rather  than  the  sober  serious  view  of 
life,  and  even  to  prefer  the  fleeting  charms  of 
bright  eyes  and  sylphid  forms  to  the  perma- 
nent attractions  of  a  good  annual  income,  as 
the  materiel  of  happiness.     A  feeling  of  honour 
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also,  which,  at  a  later  period,  is  commonly  drop- 
ped  as  romantic  and  inconrenient,  is  apt,  at  this 
tender  age,  to  be  a  restraint. 

I  knew  that  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to 
overcome  this  prejudice  in  my  young  friend, 
and  that  any  premature  or  rude  attempt  to 
remove  it  might  be  the  ruin  of  our  hopes  and 
wishes ;  but  the  ill-natured  story  of  Sir  Ben- 
jamin had  sunk  deep  into  his  mind,  and  I  found 
that  he  had  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  ascer- 
tain upon  what  foundation  it  rested.  It  turned 
out  to  be  substantially  true,  and  Mr.  Everard^s 
jealous  feelings  were  highly  excited.  He  had 
learned,  moreover,  that  Miss  Fancourfs  state 
of  health  and  habits  were  not  at  all  consistent 
with  those  of  disappointed  and  desponding 
love.  He  heard  of  no  loss  of  appetite— no 
delicacy  of  complexion — no  languor  of  spirits  ; 
on  the  contrary,  she  was  reported  to  be  eating, 
drinking,  talking,  walking,  riding,  and  singing,  just 
as  much  as  ever,  and  in  perfect  bloom  of  beauty. 

This  mortifying  intelligence  Mr.  Everard 
could  not  help  communicating  to  me  in  the 
bitterness   of  his   soul.      I   seized  the   oppor- 
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tunity,  and  boldly  told  bim  (bak  it  was  be? 
neath  a  gentleman  of  bie  figure  and  accom^ 
plishmente  to  bewail  on  sodi  an  oocaeim; 
that  he  should  wish  the  young  lady  a  better 

m 

ttate  and  every  happiness,  and  dismin  her 
from  his  thoughtis«  Finding  my  counsel  not 
ill  Feceived,  and  seeing  no  cause  to  doubt  thai 
this  attachment  rested  on  surer  ground  than 
that  which  us  the  basis  of  most  lore  afiain^ 
namely  vanity,  I  ventured  to  name  to  him 
another  lady  more  worthy  of  his  affections, 
and  infinitely  more  eligible  than  Miss  Fan- 
court  in  respect  of  worldly  circumstances. 

**  You  will  pardon  me,  sir,""  said  I,  "  for 
presuming  to  suggest  this  to  you;  but  the 
truth  is,  the  lady'^s  partiality  is  notorious  to 
the  whole  place.  In  fiict,  sir,  it  is  impossible 
for  a  person  of  any  observation  to  doubt  that 
Miss  Greenfield  is  over  head  and  ears  in  love 
with  you.  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  public 
rumour  gives  her  credit  for  a  large  fortune; 
and  seeing  how  matters  were  inclined,  and  in 
case  you  should  have  any  thoughts  that  way, 
I  made  it  my  business  to  inquire  what  the 
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jreal  state  of  Miss  Greenfield^s  affairs  might 
be.  As  &r  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  out, 
and  I  bdieye  my  information  to  be  tolerably 
eorrect,  her  property,  in  the  whole,  may  be 
vahied  at  sixty-two  thousand  pounds,  or  there* 
abouts.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  freehold 
estate  in  Berks,  with  a  good  house  upon  it ; 
a  beautiful  place,  in  &ct,  where  Mr.  Green- 
field himself  used  to  live  (the  old  gentleman 
from  whom  the  fortune  came),  and  now  let 
to  a  mercantile  gentleman  for  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year.  Then  there  ^s  the  share  in 
the  house  at  Manchester,  which  sold  for  four- 
and-twenty  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,  now 
invested  in  the  Three  per  cent  Consols.  Then, 
there  are  shares  in  the  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
estimated  at  about  eight  thousand  pounds; 
besides  which,  there  is  loose  property,  of  which 
my  informant  cannot  give  an  accurate  account, 
but  which,  striking  it  a  low  figure,  is  good  for  ten 
thousand  pounds  more.  However,  sir,  what  we 
have  been  able  to  bring  to  book  amounts  to 
upwards  of  sixty-two  thousand  pounds,  put- 
ting the  landed  property  only  at  twenty-five 
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years^  purchase.     I  can  lelj  vpon  my  infor- 
mation being  correct.*" 

*^  What  is  all  this  d  d  nonsense  you  are 
talking,^  said  Mr.  Everard,  who  had  listened 
to  me  with  affected  indifference ;  ^^  wiiat  have 
I  to  do  with  Miss  Greenfield  or  her  fortone ; 
or  why  should  you  suppose  that  she  has  any 
fancy  for  me  ?  I  ^m  sure  I  Ve  made  no  attempt 
to  gain  her  affections.  I  think,*^  added  he, 
glancing  at  a  swing-glass,  and  speaking  with 
a  mildness  of  tone  and  manner  not  very  suit- 
able to  the  words,  "  I  think  you  are  very 
impertinent  to  take  such  liberties  with  a  young 
ladv's  name.'*'' 

"  Oh,  sir,**'  answered  I  with  a  low  bow,  and 
motioning  to  withdraw,  **  I  humbly  beg  your 
pardon ;  I  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  young 
lady,  nor  impertinence  to  you  ;  but  I  acknow- 
ledge my  error,  sir ;  I  ask  your  forgiveness ; 
I  will  never  name  the  subject  again  .^^ 

"  No,  no,  my  good  friend,  I  'ra  not  angry 
with  you ;  there  's  no  harm  in  what  you  've 
said.     But — but,  I  say,  how  the  devil  did  you 
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make  out  all  this  ?     Are  jou  quite  sure  there  ^s 
this  money  ?^ 

''  I  have  Dot  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  of  it,  sir ; 
but  you  know,  sir,  it  would  be  easy  to  bring 
it  to  tf  positive  certainty  by  just  running  up 
to  town,  and  examining  Mr.  Greenfield^s  will 
at  Doctors'  Commons.^ 

"  Well— eh  ? — suppose  you  do  ?**' 
"  I  will  go  up,  sir,  by  the  mail  to-night,  and, 
if  possible,  get  down  here  to-morrow  evening.'^ 
And  having  inquired  if  he  had    any  farther 
commands,  I  bowed  and  withdrew. 


SM 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Before  the  following  day  had  dosedy  I  ap- 
peared before  Mr.  Everard  with  infonnation 
of  a  conclnfiive  nature  relative  to  Misa  Green- 
field's affairs.  The  will  of  her  unde,  which 
was  drawn  up  with  the  precision  and  perspi- 
cuity of  business,  had  been  carefully  inspected 
by  me ;  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  reporting 
that  it  completely  corroborated  all  I  had  pre- 
viously learned ;  the  yoimg  lady'^s  property  ap- 
peared even  to  exceed  what  it  had  been  repre- 
sented to  me.  Mr.  Everard  expressed  himself 
highly  gratified  at  this  result,  and  conmiended 
my  address  and  diligence. 

Nothing  now  seemed  wanting  to  clinch  the 
business  but  the  formal  proffer  of  his  hand, 
which  Mr.  Everard  intimated  his  intention  to 
make  the  following  day.     Accordingly  I  pre- 
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pared  Miss  Greenfield,  through  the  medium 
of  her  lady  of  the  bedchamber,  for  this  inter- 
esting event,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  being 
assored  through  the  same  authentic  channel, 
that  my  young  gentleman  might  expect  a  most 
gracious  reception.  But,  alas  !  for  those  who 
have  to  do  with  weak  and  unstable  natures. 
The  tK)nyiction  or  resolution  of  one  moment 
is  frustrated  by  the  accident  or  caprice  of  the 
next.  The  morning  which  dawned,  big,  as 
I  had  fondly  hoped,  with  his  matrimonial 
fortune,  brought  Mr.  Everard  a  letter  &om 
his  lawyer,  announcing  a  favourable  turn  in 
the  suit  which  he  was  prosecuting  with  his 
step-mother.  The  lady,  it  seemed,  had  shown 
symptoms  of  shrinking  from  the  threatened 
investigation  with  respect  to  her  husband^s  will, 
and  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  counsel  therefrom 
that  terms  of  compromise,  advantageous  to 
his  interests,  might  be  obtained,  and  ought, 
imder  the  circumstances,  to  be  proposed.  This 
intelligence  completely  upset  and  changed  Mr. 
Everard'^s  recently  formed  plans  and  prospects. 
He  postponed  sine  die  his  intended  overtures 
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to  Miss  Greenfield,  and  was,  all  of  a  sadden, 
awakened  to  a  sense  that  his  condact  woold 
be  exceedingly  reprehensible,  if  he  were  to 
contract  a  new  engagement  before  he  had  ob- 
tained convincing  proofs  that  the  fickleness 
of  Miss  Fancourt  had  released  him  firom  his 
former  vows. 

I  heard  him  in  respectM  silence,  but,  dis- 
gusted with  his  levity,  inwardly  disclaimed 
all  farther  interest  in  his  concerns.  Bat  <m 
second  consideration,  not  caring  to  acknowledge 
myself  defeated  in  a  favourite  scheme  by  the 
perverseness  of  a  young  man  over  whom  I  was 
supposed  to  have  perfect  control,  I  informed 
Miss  Penelope  Barrett,  that,  in  consequence  of 
unexpected  good  news  received  that  morning, 
Mr.  Everard  had  determined  to  deny  himself 
the  happiness  of  declaring  his  sentiments  to 
Miss  Greenfield  at  present,  with  the  ftill  expec- 
tation that  a  short  delay  would  enable  him  to 
lay  the  estate  of  his  ancestors  at  her  feet. 

Great  was  the  joy  expressed  by  the  fair  Pe- 
nelope at  Mr.  Everard^s  promised  prosperity, 
as  opening  to  her  ambition  a  more  extensive 
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field  of  action.  She  might  now  hope  to  vie 
with  the  haughtiest  Abigails  in  the  land.  Town 
and  country  houses,  —  liberal  establishments, — 
first  and  second  tables,  —  balls  and  entertain- 
ments, all  which  could  hardly  be  compassed  by 
Miss  Greenfield^s  income,  would  be  easily  at- 
tainable when  she  was  united  to  a  man  of  for- 
traie  twice  the  amount  of  her  own  !  But  was 
I  sure  that  my  gentleman  would  not  be  false  ? 
"  You  men,^  said  she,  gazing  fondly  in  my 
face  —  for,  by  the  way,  the  poor  little  thing 
adored  me,  I  believe,  though  I  could  not  return 
her  love — "  is  such  traiurea.'"  I  pledged  my- 
self for  my  gentleman^s  fidelity  (though  if  he 
really  recovered  his  estate,  I  was  by  no  means 
clear  that  it  might  not  suit  my  book  to  dispose 
of  him  otherwise),  and  after  a  tender  adieu  of 
Miss  Barrett,  proceeded  to  pack  up,  as  we  were 
about  to  start  for  London  immediately. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

On  our  arrival  in  towD,  Mr.  Everard  fbond 
a  letter  firom  his  step-mother,  the  first  direct 
communication  which  he  had  received  from  her 
since  his  father^s  death.  She  expressed  the 
greatest  concern  for  the  unhappy  difference 
which  had  arisen  between  them,  and  her  readi- 
ness to  make  any  concession  rather  than  the 
conduct  of  her  late  beloved  husband  should 
be  called  in  question.  She  lamented,  in  most 
plaintive  terms,  the  unhappy  and  mistaken  pre- 
judice against  her,  which  her  step-son  had 
adopted,  and  to  prove  to  him  that  he  was 
the  object  of  her  most  disinterested  regard  and 
maternal  affection,  she  offered,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  claims  of  her  own  offspring,  or 
the  intention  of  her  deceased  husband,  to  place 
herself  unreservedly  in  his,  Mr.  Everard's  hands. 
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and  to  be  satisfied  with  any  share,  or  interest 
in  his  father's  property,  which  he  might  think 
proper  to  assign  to  her  and  his  brother. 
.  Mr.  Everard,  notwithstanding  the  experience 
he  possessed  of  his  amiable  mamma,  was  a 
good  deal  moved  by  this  letter,  and,  in  the 
generosity  of  his  heart,  was  about  to  abandon 
at  once  all  legal  proceedings,  and  to  make  an 
adjustment  much  more  in  her  and  her  son'^s 
favour  than  his  own.  He  went  so  far  as  to  re- 
proach himself  with  having  acted  harshly,  and  to 
&ncy  that  he  owed  reparation  to  Mrs.  Everard 
and  her  son.  But,  as  he  mentioned  the  matter 
to  me,  who  knew  perhaps  somewhat  more  of  the 
world,  I  strongly  dissuaded  him  from  taking 
any  such  step,  without  deliberation  and  farther 
inquiry.  The  inference  which  I  drew  from 
the  letter  was,  that  the  lady  was  alarmed, 
firom  what  cause  I  did  not  pretend  to  divine, 
but  that  alarm,  and  not  affection,  had  prompt- 
ed her  letter.  I  counselled  Mr.  Everard  most 
strongly,  therefore,  to  hold  no  conmnunication 
with  this  amiable  lady,  except  through  his 
solicitor,  and  to  abate  nothing  of  his  demands. 
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Hitherto,  Mrs.  Everard  had  breathed  defiance, 
and  this  sudden  change  of  tone  appeared  to 
me  characteristic  of  a  mean  and  vulgar  nature, 
vhich,  finding  the  ground  of  insolence  untena- 
ble, passes,  at  once,  to  that  of  fawning  adula* 
tion.  The  event  justified  my  discrimination; 
and,  not  to  weary  the  reader^s  patience  with 
a  detail  of  the  circumstances  and  proceedings 
wliich  led  to  the  discovery,  I  will  say,  in 
a  word,  that  it  was  to  his  uncle,  Sir  Benjamin 
Moody,  Mr.  Everard  was  indebted  for  the 
recovery  of  his  patrimony.  That  eccentric  per- 
son had,  it  proved,  been  secretly  engaged  in 
his  nephew^s  behalf,  and  by  certain  clues,  held 
only  by  himself,  had  been  enabled  to  trace 
the  scheme  of  fraud  and  villany  by  which 
it  had  been  attempted  to  supplant  Mr.  Eve- 
rard. He  had  permitted  the  UTetched  woman, 
and  her  no  less  guilty  ofispring,  to  make  terms 
for  themselves,  if  they  could,  and  to  avoid 
exposure.  They  did  so  ;  were  liberally  pro- 
vided for  by  the  man  they  attempted  to  de- 
fraud of  his  rights,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  secret  should  be  confined  to  Sir  Benjamin, 
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Mr.  Everard,  and  the  guilty  parties.  Such 
secrets,  however,  are  not  easily  confined,  and 
this  one,  obtaining  its  liberty,  rendered  the 
atmosphere  of  England  no  longer  wholesome 
or  agreeable  to  Mrs.  Everard  and  her  sou. 
They  departed  for  the  Continent,  where  they 
long  resided,  and,  for  aught  I  know  to  the 
contrary,  still  live  in  luxury  on  the  liberality 
of  my  worthy  gentleman. 


END    OP    THE    SECOND    VOLUME. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


No  sooner  was  this  business  brought  to  a 
conclusion,  than  Mr.  Everard  betook  himself 
to  the  other,  in  which  he  was  equally,  or, 
as  he  would  of  course  have  maintained,  far 
more  deeply  interested  ;  I  mean  the  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  Miss  Fancourt^s  affections. 
Here  I  might  make  some  excellent  moral  re- 
flections on  the  short-sightedness  of  human  na- 
ture, and  the  inefficacy  of  riches  to  secure  hap- 
piness. Hitherto,  the  only  apparent  bar  to  Mr. 
Everard'^s  felicity,  seemed  to  be  the  want  of 
his  estate.     Now  that  he  had  got  it,  his  mind 

VOL.  III.  B 


2  FITZ-WIGOINS. 

was  more  distracted  than  ever.  He  felt  him- 
self bound  in  honour  to  offer  his  hand  to 
Miss  FaDconrt,  although,  as  the  reader  is  aware, 
his  sentiments  towards  that  joung  lady  had 
lately  undergone  a  change.  Independently  at 
the  jealousy  and  suspicion  which  had  been  in- 
fused into  his  heart,  I  had  reason  to  belieye 
that  the  character  and  conversation  of  Miss 
Orecnfield  contrasted  favourably  with  those  <^ 
her  rival,  and  that  Mr.  Everard  had  began 
to  doubt  that  something  more  might  be  re- 
quisite to  the  happiness  of  a  married  life,  than 
bright  eyes,  graceful  manners,  and  superficial 
accomplishments.  At  length,  after  a  long  fit 
of  moody  meditation,  he  asked  me  whether 
I  thought  a  man  was  freed  from  his  engage- 
ments, if  he  ascertained  that  his  mistress  had, 
in  his  absence,  received  the  addresses  of  other 
suitors  ?  But,  not  being  a  proficient  in  the 
casuistry  of  love  affairs,  I  respectfully  declined 
giving  an  opinion  on  the  point.  I  did  not, 
however,  hesitate  to  say,  that  I  considered 
there  was  no  necessity  for  acting  immediately, 
as  the  termination  of  his  suit  with  Mrs.  Everard 
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was  not  generally  known ;  and  to  recommend 
him  to  find  ont  what  foundation  existed  for  the 
charge  affecting  Miss  Fanconrt^s  constancy ; 
and  that,  if  he  were  satisfied  of  their  tmth, 
I  should,  were  I  in  his  place,  at  once  cut 
the  concern :  but,  of  course,  I  could  not  pre- 
tend to  judge  as  a  gentleman  upon  the  subject. 

At  this  time,  the  C—  races  were  about 
to  come  off;   and  as  C  was  within  two 

miles  of  Mr.  Fancourt^s  residence,  no  doubt 
bis  family  would  be  present,  both  at  the  course, 
and  the  ball  in  the  evening,  which  the  county 
were  accustomed  to  attend.  To  C  ■,  there- 
fore, we  repaired  ;  and,  sure  enough,  among 
the  first  persons  Mr.  Everard  recognized  on 
arriying  on  the  ground,  was  the  Fancourt  par- 
ty ;  Georgiana  herself,  conspicuously  placed 
in  the  grand-stand,  looking  extremely  gay, 
handsome,  and  happy,  and  by  her  side,  in  an 
attitude  of  devotion,  a  slight,  pale,  thorough- 
bred young  man,  just  the  sort  of  fellow  that 
an  absent  lover  would  hardly  care  to  have 
in  attendance  upon  his  mistress.  I  advised 
Mr.   Everard  to  keep    aloof,   and  watch  the 
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motions  of  the  nnsaspecting  pair ;  bat,  scomiog 
as  he  said  to  be  a  spy,  he  determined  to  eamr 
mon  courage  to  try  the  effect  of  an  unexpected 
appearance  before  the  volatile  young  I^dy.  He 
left  me  accordingly  for  that  purpose,  and  I 
established  myself  in  a  position  from  which  I 
could  view  the  rencontre. 

Mr.  Everard  came  upon  the  party  so  sud- 
denly, that  they  were  all  more  or  less  confused. 
The  mamma  seemed  to  give  him  a  very  doubt- 
ful reception.  The  sister  bowed  with  restraint, 
and  held  forth,  with  a  sort  of  demi-cordialitj, 
a  single  finger.  The  aristocratic  young  gen- 
tleman drew  himself  up  slightly,  and  gave  the 
intruder  that  sort  of  insolent  glance  of  dislike, 
which  aristocratic  youths  sometimes  bestow 
upon  male  strangers.  But  Miss  Oeorgiana  her- 
self started,  seemed  to  utter  an  ejaculation, 
cast  hurried  looks  from  her  lover  to  the  aristo- 
crat, from  the  aristocrat  to  her  lover,  and  in 
her  confrision,  forgot  to  take  any  notice  of  the 
latter  when  he  addressed  her  !  From  these 
phenomena  it  was  not  very  difficult  to  draw 
inferences,  and  Mr.  Everard  himself,  though 
not   ordinarily  quick-sighted,  having  his  oigans 
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sharpened,   I  suppose,  by  love  and  jealousy, 
put  the  same  construction  upon  what  he  saw 
that   I  did.     After  a  restrained  conversation, 
of  less  than  five  nunutes,  he  made  a  stiff  bow 
to  the  Fancourts,  and  exchanging  a  most  stately 
inclination  of  heads  with   the  thorough-bred, 
quitted  the  stand,   evidently  to  the   relief  of 
the  Fancourts.     He  came  back  in  great  fume ; 
told  me,  with  an  affectation  of  glee,  that  he 
believed  he  need  be  under  no  farther  embar- 
rassment about  Miss  Oeorgiana  Fancourt,  and 
vehemently  declared,  that  he  never  was  so  hap- 
py in  his  life.     He  then  burst  into  an  invec- 
tive against  the  sex,  and  concluded  by  swearing 
that    he   would   go    to    the    ball    that    night, 
and    flirt   incessantly  with    the   finest  girl   in 
the  room,   lest  Miss   Fancourt   should,  for  a 
moment,    suppose    that    she   had  jilted    him. 
To  support  himself  in  this  magnanimous  re- 
solve,   he    swallowed    a    double    quantity    of 
wine    at    the    ordinary,    where    he    had    the 
satisfaction  of  sitting  nearly  opposite  to  Miss 
G^orgiana  Fancourt^s  aristocratic  friend.  Lord 
Adolphus  de  Beauvoir.     When  he  came  out 
from  dinner,  he  was  so  much  excited,  that  I 
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was  serioudj  alarmed  lest  he  dionld  oommit 
himself  at  the  ball ;  and,  therefiyre,  endeaTonr: 
ed  to  dissuade  him  from  going  there.  But 
finding  that  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  ai^ 
goment,  and  seeing  every  probability  of  his 
doing  what  he  wonld  repent,  if  he*  pefsereied 
in  his  resolution,  I  had  recourse  to  the  bold 
expedient  of  gaining  Bacchus  over  to  my  side, 
and,  by  his  aid,  succeeded  in  incapacitating 
Mr.  Everard  from  carrying  his  rash  intention 
into  effect.  In  plain  truth,  I  seduced  him, 
no  very  difficult  matter  ^th  «  man  80  &r 
gone,  to  drink  another  bottle  of  wine  before 
dressing,  on  pretence  that  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently primed  for  his  undertaking.  He  did 
so,  and,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  for  I  had 
anxiously  watched  the  operation,  just  as  he 
drained  the  last  glass,  his  head  dropped,  and 
he  quietly  slid  from  the  chair  to  the  carpet. 
I  had  him  conveyed  to  his  chamber  in  a  twink- 
ling, disrobed,  and  consigned  him  over  to  Mor- 
pheus, who  executed  his  trust  so  fiiithftdly, 
that  the  young  gentleman  was  not  restored  to 
consciousness  until  late  the  following  day,  and 
then  retained  such  an  indistinct  impression  of 
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the  preceding  eveniiig^s  tenxunation,  that  I  ran 
no  risk  of  a  discoyery,  and,  for  aught  I  know, 
the  worthy  gentleman  is  to  this  day  ignorant 
of  the  friendly  fraud  which  had  been  practised 
upon  him. 

When  he  was  restored  to  his  faculties,  he 
resolved  upon  calling  at  Mr.  Fancourt^s  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  a  calm  explanar 
tion  with  the  young  lady,  and,  as  he  was  on 
terms  of  intimacy  with  the  family,  wrote  to 
offer  himself  as  a  visitor  for  a  day,  in  answer 
to  which  he  received  the  following : 

"Deab  Sib, 

^^Both  Mr.  Fancourt  and  myself  regret 
much  our  house  is  so  full  that  we  cannot  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  but  hope  to  be  more 
fortunate  another  time.  We  are  sorry  to  hear 
that  your  affairs  are  stm  unsettled,  but  hope 
that  you  will  ultimately  be  successful.  Mr. 
Fancourt  and  the  girls  unite  in  best  compli- 
ments with,  dear  sir, 

"  Yours  truly, 

*^  Eliza  Fancourt. 
«  Elm  Grove,  Thursday." 
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To  which  Mr.  Ererard  immediately  deqpatdh 

ed  this  reply. 

'^Deab  Mbb.  Famcoubt, 

^^  I  am  so  sorry  I  camiot  have  the  pleasure 
of  visitiiig  Elm  Orove,  as  it  is  micertain  when 
I  shall  be  in  this  neighbourhood  again.  Yon 
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  an  anangement  has 
been  made,  by  which  I  am  put  in  undicfpnted 
possession  of  the  estates  in  litigation  between 
Mrs.  Everard  and  myself.  With  best  regards 
to  Mr.  Fancourt  and  the  young  ladies^  I  re- 
main, dear  Mrs.  Fancourt, 

"  Yours  truly, 

"Chables  Evbbabd. 

"  Black  Swan,  Thursday." 

Which  in  less  than  two  hours  produced  the 
ensuing  rejoinder. 

'^  My  deab  Mb.  Evebabd, 

'^  Since  I  wrote  to  you  this  morning,  I  find 
that  Lord  Adolphus  de  Beauvoir,  who  has  been 
staying  here  for  the  races,  is  obliged  to  leave 
us  to-day.     I  am  delighted  at  this,  as  we  shall 
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now  be  able  to  take  you  in ;  and  entre  nous^ 

I  can  assure  jou  this  exchange  will  be  most 

welcome  to  all.     I  need  not  tell  jon  what  a 

favourite  you  are  here !      That  I  believe  you 

know.     We  shall  expect  you  at  six. 

"  Ever  affectionately  yours 

*'  Eliza  Pancoubt. 
«  Elm  Grove,  Thursday.*' 

"  P.  S. — Just  as  I  was  sealing  this,  your 
note  came,  and  its  contents  have  given  me 
heartfelt  pleasure.  Most  cordially  do  I  con- 
gratulate you,  my  dear  Charles^  (you  must  par- 
don me,  for  I  cannot  forget  old  times,)  on 
being  restored  to  your  rights.  Believe  me,  that 
to  none  of  your  friends  will  this  intelligence 
give  more  pleasure  than  it  has  done  to  us.  I 
am  impatient  to  hear  all  about  it.  God  bless 
you !— E.  P.'' 

"  Take  me  in  r  said  Mr.  Everard  as  he 
finished  this  flattering  billet.  "Ill  be  d— d 
if  you  do  though  !^  and  he  sat  down  and 
penned  an  answer  which  concluded  the  corre- 
spondence. 
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^*  Dear  Mrs.  FancovbTi 

'^  I  am  sorry  to  aay,  that  before  I  reoeiyedyoar 
second  obliging  note,  I  had  made  arrangements 
which  preclude  me  from  accepting  your  kind 
invitation.  I  feel  very  much  gratified  by  the 
interest  in  my  wd&xe  which  yon  so  kindly  ex- 
press, and  which,  believe  me,  I  can  jfnlly  ap- 
preciate. 

^^  With  best  compliments,  &c.  ever,  my  dear 

Mrs.  Fancoort, 

**  Faithfully  yours, 

^^  Chablbs  EvBBARn. 
«  Thursday,  Black  Swan." 
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CHAPTER  11. 

On  more  mature  reflection,  however,  Mr. 
Everard  felt  as  a  man  of  honour  that  he  had 
not  yet  snflicient  grounds  for  dissolving  his 
engagement  with  Miss  Fancourt.  He  had  in- 
deed presumptive  proof  that  the  young  lady 
was  in  no  danger  of  dying  on  his  account,  but 
whether  she  had  gone  sufficiently  far  with  Lord 
Adolphus  de  Beauvoir,  or  any  other  suitor, 
to  release  him  in  foro  conacientia^  seemed  to  be 
doubtful.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  au- 
thentic information  respecting  the  Fancourts, 
which  I  had  gathered  from  various  quarters, 
and  which  concurred  in  representing  that  fa- 
mily as  a  set  of  matrimonial  schemers,  and  Elm 
Orove  as  a  notorious  mantrap,  well  known  as 
such  in  his  Majesty^s  land  forces,  with  especial 
reference  to  a  regiment  of  Lights,  lately  quar- 
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toed  m  the  ndgfabomlioodY  one  gallant  officer 
of  which  corps  had  narrowly  esei^ed  deetme- 
tion  from  the  wiles  of  Bfias  Oeorgiana  hendf 
As  to  Lord  Adolphns  de  Beanvmr,  he  tamed 
ont  to  be  an  uniwotected  Gnardwnan,  strayed 
into  these  parts  on  recmitbg  senice,  and  haT- 
ing  been  lored  to  Elhn  Grove,  had  been  given 
np  for  lost,  bat,  warned  of  his  danger  not 
twenty-fonr  hoars  ago  by  a  fiiend  in  London, 
had  made  a  precipitate  retreat. 

These  stories,  Mr.  Everard  said,  might  be 
merely  servants^  gossip  and  scandal,  to  whidi, 
under  soch  cireamstances,  he  was  bound  to  give 
no  ear.  I  could  not  quite  understand  this  punc- 
tilio, and  therefore,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
I  was  silent  upon  the  point.  Accordingly,  we 
immediately  started  for  London,  from  whence 
Mr.  Everard  proposed  writing  to  Miss  Fan- 
court,  formally  to  apprize  her  of  his  being  in 
a  situation  to  fulfil  his  engagement,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  leaving  it  open  to  her,  as  far  as  he 
could  with  propriety,  to  put  an  end  to  it.  To 
this  epistle  a  reply  came  in  course  of  post,  and 
its  contents  proved  that  young  ladies  with  small 
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fortunes  are  not  always  mercenary,  whatever 
their  parents  or  goardians  may  be,  in  their  ma- 
trimonial views.      She  expressed  her  gratitude 
for  the    kind   and  generous  point  of  view  in 
which  Mr.  Everard  had  placed  their  engage- 
ment—-conduct  which  had  confirmed  him  in  her 
warmest  esteem,  and  induced  her  to  be  frank 
and   explicit  with  him  on   the  subject  of  his 
letter.     She  at  once  acknowledged  that  her  af- 
fections had  undergone  a  change  and  were  in 
fact  transferred  to  another  object.     ^'  I  do  not 
mean,^  she  proceeded,  '^  that  he  is  in  any  re- 
spect worthier  than  yourself,  but  he  has  taught 
me  to  know  the  difference  between  a  first  juve- 
nile preference  and  a  strong  permament  attach- 
ment.     Whether  we  can  ever  marry  is  doubt- 
ful, for  he  is  a  younger  son,  and  his  father  is 
a  proud,  worldly  man,  who  looks  to  rank  and 
connection  for  him,  and  has  decidedly  prohibit- 
ed our  union.     I  am  sure,  from  the  tone  of  your 
letter,  that  the  decision  which  you  have  allowed 
me  to  make,  will  be  as  consonant  to  your  views 
and  feelings  as  it  is  to  my  own.      Were  I  not 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  a  relief  to  you  rather 
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than  otherwise,  I  might  haye  hesitated  how 
to  answer  you ;  but  if  your  generous  affectioo- 
ate  heart  is  not  ahready  in  the  keefRng  of  one 
more  worthy  of  such  a  treasoie  than  mymit,  I 
am  sore  it  cannot  be  long  in  finding  sadi  a 

^^God  bless  yon,  dearest  Gharles,  and  let  me 
subscribe  myself, 

*^  Your  affectionate  sister.— *6.  F. 

^*  P.  S.  —  Pray  do  not  mention  anything  of 
this  to  mamma, —  you  understand  me;  —  she 
will  not  look  at  it  in  the  same  point  of  yiew 
that  we  do.  A  line  from  you  to  say  that  you 
do  not  reject  the  offer  of  my  most  ferrent 
esteem  and  sisterly  feeling,  will  make  me  very 
happy."" 

This  firank  and  disinterested  avowal,  was  re- 
ceived in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  written. 
Mr.  Everard,  though  by  no  means  free  from 
vanity,  could  be  influenced  by  higher  feelings, 
and  on  this  occasion  the  coxcomb  was  lost  in 
the  man.  He  wrote,  as  I  subsequently  had 
an  opportunity  of  hearing,  (a  very  noble-minded 
letter  in  answer  to  the  above,  for  I  need  hardly 
say,  he  never  admitted  me  too  far  into  his  con- 
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fidence,)  and  made  an  offer  of  means  to  re* 
move  the  main  obstacle  to  Miss  Fancoort^s 
miion  with  his  successor  in  her  affections.  I 
will  not  positively  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  my 
information,  but  certain  it  is,  that  soon  after 
Miss  Fancourt  became  the  wife  of  Lord  Adol- 
phus  de  Beauvoir,  between  whom  and  Mr. 
Everard,  a  friendship  of  the  closest  nature  im- 
mediately sprung  up,  and  the  young  nobleman 
frequently  let  fall  expressions  which  seemed 
to  imply  that  he  was  under  obligations  to  my 
gentleman.  The  only  reason  I  have  for  doubt- 
ing whether  such  was  the  fact,  is,  that  this 
friendship  subsists  with  unabated  warmth  to 
this  day,  a  degree  of  endurance  and  constancy 
which  I  have  observed  to  be  rarely  the  case 
with  alliances  founded  on  gratitude. 

However,  be  that  as  it  might,  Mr.  Everard 
was  as  well  pleased  as  Miss  Fancourt,  to  be 
released  from  an  engagement  entered  into  when 
neither  party  knew  their  own  minds  or  hearts. 
Not  many  more  months  elapsed  before  my 
worthy  gentleman  was  united  to  Miss  Green- 
field, a  young  lady  whose  good  temper  and 
good  sense  enabled  her  to  redress  any  little  de- 
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ficwncies  in  tkoae  leapecto  whidi  miglii  hATe 
been  diaco^eicd  in  her  othenriae  amiable  and 
cstimahle  kieiMyML  I  beg  to  lay  daim  to 
Mme  magnaaimitT  for  mxj  eondoct  in  this  af- 
fiur.  since  firon  the  daj  of  Mr.  ETeraid*8  mai^ 
nage  m j  inlloeiice  whoDy  eeaeed,  and  from  a 
gOTemor,  as  I  may  aay,  I  8onk  at  once  into 
a  domesu^— caiemed  and  tnisted,  indeed,  bat 
alill  withoot  any  Toke  or  intoest  in  eoancfl. 
After  remaining  a  short  time  in  this  sitnaticuiy 
I  began  to  find  it  irksome,  and  conseqnentlj 
applied  for  my  dischaige,  which  was  reluetantl j 
granted;  bat  accompanied  with  a  tum^^ntp^ 
offer  of  an  annoity  of  fifty  pounds,  whidi,  of 
coarse,  I  gratefolly  accepted. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  bounty  of  Mr.  Everard  enabled  me  to 
pause  before  I  again  embarked  on  the  troubled 
sea  of  servitude.  In  truth,  I  was  heartily  sick 
of  it ;  for  with  capabilities,  with  vanity  apart, 
I  could  not  help  feeling  much  beyond  the 
average  of  my  profession,  I  had  been  constant- 
ly baffled  in  my  attempts  at  advancement. 
True,  that  I  had  been  led  away  by  my  own 
conceit  and  extravagance;  that,  like  the  im- 
mortal Signer  de  Santillane,  I  had  even  suf- 
fered my  breast  to  be  fired  with  visions  which 
that  great  man  actually  realized ;  but  if  not 
destined  to  reach  the  giddy  eminence  of  secre- 
tary and  governor  to  a  prime  minister,  I  might 
have  hoped,  at  least,  by  this  time  (I  was  in 
my  thirty-fifth  year),  securely  to  have  attained 
the  highest  rank  in  my  profession,  and  to  have 
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realized  a  oompetence  out  of  its  legitimate 
profits  and  perquisites.  But  the  fiust  is,  I  had 
not  been  able  to  saye  a  shilling;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  kindness  of  a  gentleman,  to  whom 
I  had  rendered  no  services  to  entitle  me  to 
sach  liberality,  I  should,  after  nearly  twenty 
years^  servitude,  haye  found  myself  as  regarded 
pecuniary  matters,  just  as  I  had  begun  my 
career.  I  was,  therefore,  diqposed  to  quit  such 
a  harassing  and  ungrateful  employment, ,  and 
rather  than  pursue  it,  to  retire  for  life  upon 
the  moderate  provision  of  which  I  found  my- 
self possessed.  At  all  events,  I  determined  for 
the  present  to  seek  no  situation,  and  to  employ 
my  'leisure  on  a  visit  to  my  fomily,  none  of 
whom  had  I  seen  since  my  departure  £rom 
home,  when  I  went  to  SmaUcombe.  I  was 
barely  aware  of  their  existence;  for  our  cor- 
respondence had  been  very  rare,  and  I  had 
now  heard  nothing  of  them  for  upwards  q{  two 
years.  The  only  events,  as  for  as  I  knew, 
which  had  taken  place  during  my  absence,  were 
two  of  a  very  different  complexion,  namely, 
the  marriage  of  my  sister  Jane,  and  the  trans- 
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portation  of  my  brother  Bill,  whose  mistake  in 
some  nice  distinction  between  meum  and  tuum 
unfortunately  led  to  that  result.  I  wrote  to  my 
mother,  to  annotmce  my  intended  visit,  and  re- 
ceived her  answer,  that  I  should  be  welcome. 

It  was  no  longer  with  a  view  to  parade  my 
gentility,  and  play  off  airs  of  high  life  before 
my  rustic  relations,  that  I  now,  as  on  a  former 
occasion — I  mean  immediately  after  the  death 
of  Lord  Leighton  —  proposed  to  present  my- 
self at  my  father^s  house.  Time  and  reverse 
of  fortune  had  almost,  if  not  wholly,  eradi- 
cated all  my  foppery.  It  was  with  a  feeling 
of  melancholy  and  humiliation  that  I  now  an- 
ticipated this  meeting  with  my  relations  after 
so  long  a  separation.  At  last  I  doubted  I  had 
accomplished  the  prophecy  of  my  father,  that 
I  should  turn  out  good  for  nothiDg;  at  least, 
I  had  failed  to  fulfil  the  bright  expectations 
of  the  other  members  of  my  family.  All  that 
I  had  acquired  was,  knowledge  of  the  world — 
a  knowledge  too  frequently  purchased  at  a  price 
which  ruins  its  possessor.  But  I  am  moralizing ; 
which  can  do  no  good,  instead  of  teaching  by 
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example,  whicli  if  it  fidls  in  diflBiiadiiig  aoj 
tyro  from  entertaining  ambitions  views  hardly 
to  be  attwied,  and  if  realized  not  worth  the 
trouble  and  anxiety  C^  nothing  more)  which 
they  have  cost  in  the  pursuit,  may  perhaps 
amuse  a  leisure  hour  of  those  who  are  wiser 
and  better  than  myself. 

My  fiither,  with  whom,  it  will  be  remembered, 
I  was  never  much  of  a  favourite,  received  me, 
not  unkindly  indeed,  but  with  no  cordiality. 
My  mother,  whose  affections  and  intellects 
time  seemed  to  have  impaired,  did  not,  as 
I  had  expected,  manifest  any  extraordinary 
emotion  at  my  appearance ;  and  my  unmarried 
sister,  whom  I  had  left  a  flaunting  miss,  I 
found,  if  truth  must  be  told,  a  sour  spinster. 
They  hardly  recollected  my  person,  had  few 
ideas  in  common  with  me,  and  our  discourse, 
instead  of  overflowing,  was  forced  and  con- 
strained. After  they  had  informed  me  of  my 
elder  brother^s  and  sister^s  respective  mar- 
riages —  the  number,  names,  and  ages,  of  their 
children —  their  worldly  circumstances  —  toge- 
ther with  a  few  more  facts  less  interesting,  the 
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conversation  flagged.  I  began  a  history  of  my 
own  adventures,  which  they  listened  to  with 
attention,  bat  without  entering  much  into  the 
spirit  of  it ;  perceiving  which,  I  dropped  detail, 
and  confined  myself  to  a  very  short  outline,  with 
which  they  were  satisfied.  Altogether,  it  was 
a  very  comfortless  reception:  and  when  I  re* 
tired  to  my  dormitory,  I  never  before  or  since 
felt  so  sad  and  despondent.  Next  morning, 
however,  I  rose  in  better  heart,  resolved,  what- 
ever my  private  feelings  might  be,  to  sup- 
press any  outward  and  visible  signs  of  mortifi- 
cation or  disappointment,  and  to  put  a  good 
£Eice  upon  it.  With  this  intent,  I  affected 
great  interest  in  my  father'^s  farming  specu- 
lations, and  a  longing  desire  to  know  how  he 
had  prospered.  I  asked  various  minute  ques- 
tions, and  earnestly  requested  that  he  would 
walk  round  the  farm  with  me,  and  point  out 
all  the  improvements  and  alterations  which  had 
taken  place  during  my  absence.  The  old  gen- 
tleman heard  me,  answered  my  questions,  and 
complied  with  my  request,  but  in  a  manner 
which  satisfied  me  that  I  had  not  made,  nor 
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was  likely  to  make,  any  fiBother  adnuioe  in 
Lis  good  graces. 

As  we  were  walking  together,  while  I  was 
perseyering  in  my  endeayonrs  to  impress  him 
with  a  sense  of  the  interest  which  I  took  in  the 
welfare  of  my  family,  ^^  Now  son  Simon,^  snd 
he,  ^<  I  speaks  my  mind  jnst  the  same  as  I  did 
twenty  year  ago,  so  no  offence.  It^s  Yeiy 
nateral  like  that  yon  shonld  be  glad  to  find  all 
we  at  home  here  is  doing  pretty  well — I  dim\ 
say  nothing  against  that;  bat  yon  mustn't 
go  to  come  over  me  with  anything  more, 
''cause  that  ''s  what  I  calls  humbug  ;  you  ^11  ex- 
cuse me ;  I  don'^t  believe  nothing  of  the  sort 
Praps  you  thinks  all  this  fine  talk  will  make 
your  old  father  come  down  with  some  stumpy  ? 
—  no  sich  a  thing.  I  donH  mean  to  say  I 
hayenH  scraped  together  summut,  though  the 
times  is  not  what  they  was ;  but  I  considers 
you  to  be  provided  for,  and  whatever  I  got 
to  leave  will  go  between  Jim  and  his  sisters. 
Jim  has  got  a  family  to  purvide  for ;  he 's 
stuck    to    the   business,   and   is   as    pretty   a 
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varmer  as  any  in  Zummerzetshire.  If  ever 
you  sets  np  in  any  trade,  I  donH  mind  being 
two  hundred  pound  of  the  money;  but  yar- 
ther  than  that  you  mustn^t  expect ;  for,  as 
I  said  afore,  as  you  haye  brewed  so  you  must 
bake,  &c.'*^ 

I  controlled  my  feelings  during  this  address, 
nor  did  I  make  any  objection  to  it;  on  the 
contrary,  I  thanked  my  father  for  his  offer 
of  pecuniary  aid,  and  admitted  the  superior 
claims  of  my  brother  and  sisters  on  his  post- 
humous  liberality.  By  this  acconunodating 
temper,  I  got  on  with  my  relatiyes  much 
better  than  my  first  reception  by  them  could 
haye  led  me  to  expect ;  they  began  to  eyince 
something  like  pleasure  in  my  society ;  and 
after  a  few  days,  determined  on  giying  what 
my  friend  Tibbetts  would,  in  days  of  yore, 
haye  called  "  a  blow  out  *"  in  honour  of  my  yisit. 
To  this  entertainment,  in  compliment  to  me, 
the  genteelest  of  their  acquaintance,  in  fact, 
the  pick  of  the  neighbourhood  only,  were  to 
be  inyited.      My  sister  Mary,  who  held  the  so- 
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ckCt  IB  grat  rowtfipty  sua  orinM 
wonld  bare  bad  it  a  ■us  Ua  iliialiiig 
but  tbe  old  ( 
tbis  m^ge^tiML,  dedang  if  be  did  tbe  thi^p 
at  all,  it  Aoold  be  done  baBdmna.  Tbt 
object  was  to  cooiipriee  as  anicb  eatiag'  aad 
diiDkiDg  as  cooM  hj  possibility  take  phoc 
within  a  giren  qiace  of  time.  It  was  decided, 
therefore,  that  the  thing  dioald  comaagnes 
with  an  abundant  dinner  at  two  oVlo^  wiaA 
should  be  succeeded  by  tea  and  buttered  cakss 
at  six;  wliich  should  be  followed  by  a  hot 
supper  at  nine;  the  whole  to  conclude  with 
punch  and  tobacco  at  discretion. 

The  company  began  to  set  down  about 
noon ;  and  soon  after  one  o^clock,  the  whole 
of  the  guests,  amounting  to  some  eighteen  or 
twenty,  had  arriyed.  Among  the  most  dis- 
tinguished were  Mr.  Mrs.  Miss,  and  Mr.  John 
Sharpus,  people  of  high  consideration,  and 
whose  presence  was  esteemed  a  great  honour 
and  condescension.  Mr.  Sharpus,  senior,  was 
the  neighbouring  great  man^s  great  man,  and 
was  whispered  to  be  worth  a  matter  of  twenty 
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thousand  pounds  at  the  very  least,  having 
eommenced  his  career  as  a  cowboy  on  the 
estate.  Bnt  Mrs.  Sharpns  was  a  woman  of 
birth,  and  said  to  be  related  to  a  baronet. 
The  young  lady  was  a  beauty,  and  sported 
superfine.  Mr.  John  Sharpus  was  a  lawyer, 
a  very  clever  young  man,  and  had  been  con- 
cerned for  my  brother  Bill  in  that  unfortunate 
affair  which  terminated  in  his  exile.  From 
certain  observations  which  I  had  made,  I  sus- 
pected he  had  an  eye  to  my  sister,  whom 
I  found  it  was  reported  the  governor  intended 
to  make  a  fortune.  Next  to  these  were  the 
Ditchboms,  who  lived  on  their  property ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dowling,  (the  governor  of  the  county 
gaol  and  his  lady ;)  Mr.  Snipe,  a  medical  prac 
titioner,  a  fat  little  fellow  about  thirty,  con- 
sidered by  the  matrons  as  a  Desirable  of  the  first 
order,  next  made  his  appearance  ;  nor  in  this 
category  must  I  omit  to  mention  Mr.  Princock, 
a  Detrimental,  indeed,  but  an  Exquisite,  who 
did  nothing  but  hunt,  shoot,  and  make  love 
to  the  women. 

Little  was  said  during  dinner,  for  much  was 
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done.  The  EzchiaiyeSy  I  mean  tha  flhaipiiMi 
and  the  DitchboznSi  who  oocopied  tfa*  ^VP^ 
end  of  the  board,  held  Httle  or  no  eommro* 
cation  with  the  rest  ot  the  party,  whom  they 
eridentlj  regarded  with  great  econi  and  eon- 
tempt.  Mias  Sharpna,  indeed,  deigned  to  ae- 
oept  the  aaddnons  attentions  of  Mr.  PrinoodE; 
who  after  seyeral  poaitive  aasertions  that  die 
ate  nothing,  and  repeated  expreeaiona  of  Ua 
concern  on  that  acconnt,  at  length  tempted 
her  to  tiy  and  pick  a  bit  of  chicken;  npon 
which  he  placed  on  her  plate  some  anbatantial 
slices  of  a  huge  fowl,  accompanied  with  a  due 
proportion  of  something,  which  he  took  firom 
a  small  tureen,  and  resembling  bread-and-water 
poultice.  This  delicate  fare  the  AragQe  creatme 
contrived  to  despatch,  washing  it  down  with 
a  glass  of  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  which  Mr. 
Princock  pronounced  to  be  unconunon  fine 
sherry;  a  decision  assented  to  by  all  the 
judges  present,  after  holding  their  glaasea  vf 
to  the  light,  and  pouring  the  contents  sloirfy 
down  their  throats. 

After  dinner,  the  ladies  withdrew,  according 
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to  the  usage  of  genteel  Booiety,  Mri.  Bhaipns 
and  Mrs.  Ditchbom  walking  out  arm-in-ann; 
a  prudent  arrangement,  by  which  my  mother 
evaded  committing  herself  to  any  opinion  on 
the  point  of  precedence  between  these  ladies, 
a  question  which  I  understood  had  long  divided 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  agitation  of  which 
had  frequently  menaced  a  breach  between  these 
otherwise  dear  friends.  When  the  gentlemen 
were  left  to  themselves,  my  respected  &ther 
cast  an  inquiring  glance  round  the  board,  and 
then  cried  aloud,  ^'  Who  says  baoky  P*^  To 
this  proposition  the  visages  of  the  agricultural 
portion  of  the  company  expanded  into  a  grin 
of  acquiescence ;  but  Mr.  Sharpus,  chopping 
the  air  with  his  hand,  declared  in  the  most 
positive,  unhesitating  manner,  that  he  never 
smoked  by  any  chance,  and  that  it  was  a 
practice  which  he  set  his  face  against.  Messrs. 
Siarpns,  junior,  and  Princock  were  willing  to 
take  a  cigar,  but  protested  against  the  intro- 
duction of  "  days."  *  The  governor,  however, 
finding  his  suggestion  premature,  postponed  it 
mitil  after  supper. 

c  2 
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To  console  them  for  the  abeence  of  tfaki 
luxury,  the  diaappmnted  fiumets  pml  mmihh 
ouB  court  to  the  mm  pondi ;  while  their,  w^ 
periors  stuck  to  the  soli^raric  acid  and  a  Uadc 
liquid,  which  Mr.  Wiggina— having,  I  aapposa^ 
heard  of  the  maxim,  that  mankind  is  go?ened 
bjnameSy-^dignified  with  the  title  of  port  wine. 
The  conversation,  notwithstanding  some  HftLj 
essajrs  of  Princock  and  young  Sharpna,  ?6iy 
soon  gravitated  towards  turnips,  fidlows,  and 
beasts ;  which,  to  me,  uninteresting  topics,  were 
discussed  with  a  sort  of  drowsy  eameetnesB 
that  I  found  very  provocative  of  slumber.  The 
lawyer  and  the  beau  drew  th^ir  chairs  together, 
and  excited  by  the  inky  beverage  to  which 
they  confined  themselves,  discussed  with  great 
animation,  horses,  dogs,  and  women. 

As  to  myself,  nobody  took  any  heed  of 
me ;  the  dandies  evidently  looked  upon  me 
as  a  snob ;  and  the  agriculturists,  finding  that 
I  knew  nothing  of  turnips,  &c.  held  me  equally 
cheap.  I  was  fiiin,  therefore,  to  address  my- 
self to  a  bashful  chaw-bacon,  who  being  too 
juvenile  to  mingle  in  the  conversation  of  the 
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seniorS)  and  utterly  beneath  the  notice  of  the 
lawyer  and  the  exquisite,  waa  in  a  rimilar 
predicament  with  myself.  With  him  I  diflcosa- 
ed  the  weather,  past,  present,  and  to  come; 
which  topic  being  exhausted,  my  yonng  friend 
favoured  me  with  a  list  of  the  yarious  edibles 
which  he  affected,  and  his  opinion  of  the  com- 
paratire  merits  of  each.  Rude  and  untutored 
as  were  his  notions  on  this  head,  yet  it  was 
interesting  to  observe  the  character  stamped 
by  nature.  Had  this  youth^s  lot  been  cast 
in  another  sphere,  he  might  have  been  an 
Ude  or  a  Seflon.  But  thus  does  that  mis- 
chievous imp.  Fortune,  delight  in  frustrating 
the  designs  of  her  sober  sister,  Nature.  The 
gastronomic  organization  of  an  Apidus  is  found 
in  a  ploughman,  and  the  dura  ilia  of  a  down 
are  given  to  a  duke.  The  statesman  often 
presides  at  the  loom,  and  the  weaver  sits  in 
the  place  of  council.  The  munificent  spirit  is 
expended  in  peddling  details,  while  the  chap- 
man  ddes  out  the  revenues  of  a  prince.  And 
with  this  profound  remark  I  dose  the  chapter. 


so 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Arram  a  wmiewluit  prdooged  mmifftf  tt< 
gentkineii  row  to  j<»D  the  kdiM,  wlmn  w# 
iband  in  the  best  paiioor,  (azteen  fcei  by 
IbarteeD))  drawn  np  in  a  half-moon,  the  ItaD 
majestic  form  of  Mrs.  Siarpus  at  one  end^ 
the  lean  and  lengthj  Ditchbom  at  the  other 
extremity  of  the  figure.  At  the  moment  of 
our  entrance,  a  perfect  stillness  reigned  through 
the  semicircle.  Mrs.  Sharpns  sat  consdons  of 
dignity,  her  clasped  hands  resting  on  her  am* 
pie  rotundity,  whUe  the  Ditchbom  seemed  in* 
tent  on  preserving  the  perpendicular  of  a  taili 
solitary  feather,  rising  from  her  head.  Oor 
iarasion,  •however,  disturbed  this  solemn  <ffder» 
and  it  was  apparent,  from  the  vociferous  joeo* 
lartty  which  immediately  succeeded,  that  the 
liquids  imbibed  by  the  male  part  of  the  com- 
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panj  had  not  been  thrown  away.  The  best 
parlour  was  in  a  roar.  Even  the  dignity  of 
a  Sharpns  relaxed  before  the  irresistible  hu- 
mour of  a  Dowling,  and  the  death-like  Ditch- 
bom  grinned  horrible  a  ghastly  smile,  at  the 
lively  sallies  of  a  Snipe.  Thus  time  sped  mer- 
rily until  the  tea-hour,  when  the  exhausted 
physical  powers  of  the  company  were  refireshed 
with  various  farinaceous  compositions,  less  de- 
licate, perhaps,  than  substantial.  After  this 
meal,  the  elders  sat  down  to  cards,  and  the 
younger  members  of  the  party  adjourned  to 
the  ball-room,  which  was  the  large  bam,  taste- 
fblly  fitted  up  for  the  occasion.  Here  a  fiddle 
loid  a  flute  were  provided  for  the  votaries  of 
Terpsichore,  who  lost  no  time  in  pairing.  Mr. 
John  Sharpus  opened  the  ball  with  Miss  Wigv 
gins.  Snipe,  the  Desirable,  led  out  his  gentle 
sister  ;  Princock,  the  Detrimental,  selected  as 
his  partner  an  exceedingly  plain  and  awkward 
young  lady,  for  the  facetious  purpose  of  making 
her  pre-eminently  ridiculous ;  a  proceeding  which 
BQiet  with  great  applause,  and  such  complete 
success,  that  the  poor  victim  was,  at  length. 


r    I- 
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<>bliged  to  At  Aown^  with  A  hxkt  I3ttf'  k' 
and  eyes  glistening  with  the  tean  whidi  WMiId 
not  be  wholly  gappreflsed.  Tldnkiiil^  that  the 
ponishment  somewhat  exceeded  the  olbDoe^ 
(which  was  not  aggravated  by  any  gandhcss 
of  dress,  or  forwardness  of  manner,)  I  seated 
myself  beside  her,  and  endeavonred  to  ditett 
her  attention,  for  which  she  was  ezeeedin^ 
giatefol.  My  hnmanity  was  rewarded  by  sdaie 
Tety  agreeable  conversation  with  this  yiMmg 
lady,  who,  when  her  agitation  had  subsided, 
showed  many  marks  of  an  intelligent  and  cul- 
tivated mind. 

I  found,  as  might  be  expected,  that  I  now 
shared  the  ridicule  which  had  previously  been 
concentrated  upon  Miss  Clark  ;  but  I  cannot 
say  that  I  felt  it  very  acutely.  Jll-natnre 
and  ill-breeding  are  so  conmion  in  every  grade 
of  society,  from  the  circle  of  my  lady  para- 
mount of  fashion,  to  the  tea-table  of  Mrs.  Figgs, 
that  a  person  of  conmion  sense  and  experience 
of  this  hollow,  parasitical,  backbiting  world, 
will  soon  cease  to  concern  himself  about  them. 

As  the  reader  will,  probably,  now  have  had 
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,enoi;gh  of  these  good  people,  who  differed  only 
in  conyentional  points  from  the  fribblers  of  St. 
Jameses  and  May  Fair,  I  shall  not  recount 
any  more  of  their  feastings,  sayings  and  doings, 
but  only  observe,  that  the  whole  thing  went 
off  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  worthy 
.  host  and  hostess,  and  not  less  so  to  that  of 
the  gay  company,  who,  (having  sufficiently 
ridiculed  both  in  gross,  and  in  detail,  the  hos- 
pitality of  which  they  had  partaken,  .and  one 
half  of  the  guests,)  expressed  themselves  highly 
delighted  with  their  evening^s  entertainment, 
and  took  their  leave  shortly  before  shrill  chan- 
ticleer, &c.  &c. 


c  5 
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CHAPTER  V. 

I  HAD  little  inducement  to  make  a  prdonged 
«tay  at  my  fitther^s  hoiiie.  A  lew  days  after 
the  fktted  calf  had  been  killed  in  honofor  of 
my  return,  I  announced  my  speedy  departnrd, 
to  which  an  indifferent  acquiescence  was  giten 
by  one  parent,  and  a  yery  faint  show  of  oppo- 
sition  by  the  other.  My  elder  brother,  a  mat- 
row-minded  man,  who  looked  at  me  with  jeal- 
ous eyes,  lest  I  should  interfere  with  his  inter- 
ests, highly  applauded  my  intention ;  he  thought 
it  a  thousand  pities  that  a  man  like  me,  who 
had  so  much  education  and  learning,  and  who 
was,  in  short,  quite  the  gentleman,  should  waste 
my  time  in  the  country,  among  people  who 
were  not  fit  to  associate  with  me,  when  I 
might  be  making  a  fortune  in  London. 

It  was  with  melancholy  feelings,   however, 
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that  I  turned  my  back  upon  mj  natire  home. 
I  had  anticipated  a  kinder  welcome  than  I  had 
received,  and  even  entertained  thoughts  of  set- 
tling down  into  matrimonj  and  a  small  farm 
in  the  verdant  county  of  Somerset. 

These  pleasing  ideas  were  now  dissipated, 
and  I  was  again  to  resume  the  more  irksome 
labour  of  fortune-hunting.  The  high  excite- 
ment of  noyeltjy  hope,  ambition,  youthful  ener- 
gy, with  which  I  had  entered  on  this  pursuit 
twenty  years  ago,  was  gone  for  erer,—- sati- 
ated, subsided,  repressed,  extinguished.  No- 
ting was  left  but  the  humble  care  of  earning, 
<m  the  easiest  terms,  a  decent  subsis-tence. 

As  I  was  not  yet  quite  reconciled  to  sitting 
down  for  life  on  my  fifty  pounds  a-year,  I 
went  to  London  to  seek  for  employment,  having 
determined  never  again  to  take  any  menial 
service,  except  one  of  the  first  class,  and  not 
to  court  even  that,  until  I  had  failed  in  every 
attempt  to  provide  myself  in  another  capacity. 

On  my  arrival  in  London,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  write  to  my  friend  Tibbetts,  who,  alone 
of  my  acquaintance,   had  taken  notice  of  me 
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m  my  advene  fortimes,  althooglL  lie  wm  itiw 
man  firom  wliom  I  expeeied  and  deoenrecl  Ae 
least.  I  gave  him  a  snodnci  aoooimt  of  my 
adyentnree  imoe  we  had  laat  paited,  alated 
to  him  mj  wishes  and  eircamsianeeSy  and 
diided  bj  addng  whatever  advice  and 
anoe  he  could  afford  me.  The  twopenny  poii 
very  soon  broaght  me  an  answer^  not  eovcliBd 
in  the  style  of  npstart  prosperity,  to  the  lesa 
fbrtnnate  associates  of  early  life,  hot  expnih 
(dve  of  the  same  interest  in  my  welfiue,  and 
the  same  disposition  to  serve  me,  whioh  he 
had  always  evinced.  He  informed  me,  alHH 
that  his  excellent  wife  woold  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive me  at  their  house,  having,  at  his  instance, 
rescinded  her  decree  of  banishment,  and  that 
they  expected  me  to  join  their  family  dinner 
the  same  day.  I  need  hardly  say,  that  I  obey- 
ed this  summons  with  alacrity,  checked  only 
by  a  little  embarrassment  at  meeting  Lady 
Tott  after  the  unpleasant  eclaircissement  which 
had  attended  the  commencement  of  my  ac- 
quaintance with  her.  When  I  made  my  ap- 
pearance,   however,    her    ladyship   showed   so 


FITZ-WIOGINS.  37 

mach  good-natmed  anxiety  to  relieve  ine  from 
tkis  awkwardness,  tbat  I  soon  felt  at  ease, 
and  Tibbetts,  delighted  to  see  me  restored  to 
fais.wife^s  good  graces,  was  as  happy  as  an 
hcnest  and  generous  sonl  could  make  him. 
Dorii^  dinner,  no  allusion  whatever  was  made 
to  my  circumstances,  past,  present,  or  to  come ; 
but  when  the  footman,  (who,  without  malice 
be  it  spoken,  was  a  much  smarter  knight  of 
ihe  dioulder-knot  than  his  master  had  ever 
be^i,)  had  retired,  and  left  us  with  a  bottle 
of  excellent  port.  Lady  Tott,  (who  took  her 
wine,)  installed  herself  in  an  arm-chair  at  the 
fire-side,  and  filling  her  glass,  immediately  en- 
tered upcm  the  subject  of  my  afiJEtirs.  Her 
opening  was  not  very  propitious. 

"  Mr.  Wiggins,"  said  she,  "  you  will  expect, 
to  be  sure,  that  I  should  say  something  to 
account  for  my  consenting  to  receive  you  in 
my  house,  after  what  took  place  when  I  first 
put  my  eyes  upon  you  a  matter  of  two  years 
ago.  I  tell  you  candidly  —  for  I''m  a  plain 
woman — I  told  Tibbetts  at  the  time,  that  you 
was  a  very  disgraceful  acquaintance  for  any 
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man  to  faaye,  and|  if  I  hodn^t  knows'  liiUi'  to 
bo  a  honoit^  indnstrioni  chatoeter,  I  dumU 
haTO  jndgod  him  by  the  oompan j  he  IdpJ* 

Here  the  good  lady  panaed  to  eoMpty  and 
replenish  her  f^itm ;  during  which  proecoi  ber 
lemer  moiety ^  who  sat  at  the  taUe  a-lilde  ia 
her  rear,  enconraged  me,  by  Tarions  paatottdmie 
geetnreB,  to  boar  up  nnder  the  wdght  of  bet 
kdyehip^e  oennire,  and  to  hope  ftr  better 
things. 

**  Howsoerer,"  resmned  Lady  Tott,  **  I  ordoN 
ed  him  to  cnt  the  connection,  and  say  no  more 
about  it.  In  course  those  orders  was  obeyed. 
But  I  saw  that  Tibbetts  had  a  hankering  after 
his  old  comrade,  and  when  I  gir  him  liberty 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  he  pled  eo  hard, 
that  I  said  as  much,  as  if  erer  you  was  in 
want,  I  might,  perhaps,  see  what  could  be 
done  to  put  you  in  an  honest  way  of  earning 
a  living/' 

Another  pause  was  made  here,  to  permit 
a  repetition  of  the  process  above  mentioned, 
and  Mr.  Tibbetts's  gesticulations  became  more 
lively  and  significant. 
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'^  Well,  then  come  your  letter  jeeterday, 
and,  as  it  seemed  from  that,  you  M  been  living 
respectable  since  that  nnfortnnate  mmpns,  and 
as  Tibbetts  begged  and  prayed—" 

"  Yon  know,  my  dear  little  darling—"  in- 
termpted  Mr.  T. 

^*  Hold  your  tongue  I "  cried  tlie  lady,  in  an 
anthoritatiye  tone.  ^^And  as  he  begged  very 
hard,  I  agreed,  after  demurring  a  long  time,—*" 

**  It  was  entirely  your  own  suggestion,"  mut- 
tered my  friend. 

**  Will  you  hold  your  clack  ?— to  ask  you 
to  the  house,  to  talk  the  matter  oyer,  and 
see  if  anything  could  be  done.— ^Now,  Tibbetts, 
what  do  you  mean  by  interrupting  of  me? 
DonH  you  know  manners?"  This,  uttered  in 
a  loud  voice,  was  tfceompanied  by  a  look  meant 
to  conyey  more  than  met  the  ear,  and  which 
seemed  perfectly  intelligible  to  her  well-ordered 
spouse,  who  answered  only  with  a  submissive 
look.  This  trifling  insubordination  being  quell* 
ed.  Lady  Tott  swallowed  a  bumper,  and  re- 
turned to  the  discussion  of  my  affairs.  Having 
heard  from  me  a  full  statement  of  my  own 
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views  and  wigkes.  Lady  Tott  nuniimtod  a  Jhr 
seconds,  and  then  deliyered  herself.  .     . 

'^  I  think  you  a  fool,  Wiggins, — ^mind  that^— 
I  think  you  a  fool,  not  to  go  to  service  again, 
now  thiU;  youVe  been  so  many  yeais  at  it, 
and  must  have  learned  the  trade  pretty  wdL 
Howsoever,  thatV  your  own  look  out.  Now 
Tibbetts  and  I  was  talking  it  all  over  last 
Qight,  when  we  was  a-bed,  and  he  seemed  to 
think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  you  could 
get  into  a  house.^  She  paused  for  a  reply, 
and  I  immediately  acquiesced  in  my  firiend^s 
view  of  the  matter. 

*'  Well,  we  must  see  what  can  be  done,"^ 
said  the  good-natured  dame ;  ^^  but,  I  tell  you 
candidly,  Simon,  it^s  no  such  easy  matter  as 
you  may  think  for  :  it  ^s  no  use  for  you  to  think 
of  looking  for  a  situation  in  the  city,  after,  the 
kick-up  two  years  ago.  That  old  Jellico  would 
be  sure  to  ferret  you  out,  and  then  there  M  be 
a  pretty  kettle  of  fish.  No,  you  must  get  a 
place  at  the  West-end,  if  anywhere.'*'  I  has* 
tened  to  assure  my  patroness,  that  I  should  con- 
sider the  latter  preferable  to  the  other. 
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**  Yon  are,  certainly,^  resumed  her  ladyshi'pi 
ejeing  me  from  head  to  foot,  **  what  I  should 
call  a  genteel-looking  chap,  and,  lucky  for  you, 
it*s  mmnly  show  they  look  to  at  the  West- 
end  ^  a  little,  ordinary  fellow  like  Tibbetts, 
with  all  his  character,  would  not  have  half 
the  same  chance  there.  IVe  got  a  cousin 
in  Bond  Street,  in  the  same  line  of  business 
that  you  and  Tibbetts  served  in  at  Bath.  1 11 
see  him,  please  God,  afore  the  week^s  out, 
fwd  try  what  can  be  done.^ 

With  this  friendly  undertaking,  for  which, 
of  course,  I  made  suitable  acknowledgments, 
Lady  Tott  rose  to  withdraw,  leaving  an  injunc- 
tion with  her  spouse,  ^^  not  to  spare  the  wine, 
but  let  Wiggins  have  his  skin  full.*" 

"  I  told  you  so  !^  cried  my  friend,  turning 
to  me  with  an  exulting  countenance,  after  he 
had  closed  the  door.  ^'  DidnH  you  see  me 
winking  and  nodding  to  you  not  to  be  cast 
down,  when  she  was  jawing  ?  That  was  all  a 
preconcerted  scheme,  bless  you,  just  to  prevent 
your  being  too  spicy,  old  fellow,  ha  !  ha  ! 
But  I  say,  your  business  is  done,  and  no  mis- 
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take.  The  oonain  she  mentioiiedl,  is  tlie  Jmuor 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Hutduns  and  Hooper, 
the  great  mercers,  and  a  word  from  her  will 
get  yoa  into  their  house  in  a  moment.  A 
hundred  pounds  a-jear  paid  qnari^ly,  with  a 
oertaintj  of  promotion.  She  told  me  so  her- 
self, only  she  means  to  keep  yoa  in  suspense 
about  it  for  a  week  or  two,  though  the  thing  *s 
as  good  as  done.  But  I  say,  Simon^^  added 
he,  after  pausing  an  instant  to  recover  his 
breath,  which  had  been  exhausted  in  his  eager- 
ness to  communicate  this  good  news,  and  his 
countenance  becoming  very  grave,  ^^  whatever 
you  do,  don'^t  let  on  that  I  Ve  told  you  any*- 
thing — my  eyes,  I  should  never  hear  the  last 
ofit.^^ 

I  relieved  his  mind  by  a  solenm  promise  of 
silence  on  that  point ;  and  I  proceeded  to  con* 
gratulate  my  old  friend  on  the  happiness  which 
be  seemed  to  enjoy  in  the  marriage  state. 

**  Happy!''  cried  he,  "I'm  the  happiest, 
luckiest  fellow  in  the  world,  and  that  you  may 
book.  My  wife  —  damme,  let 's  drink  her 
health." 
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I  pledged  the  toast  in  a  batnper)  which  mj 
jQri^id  repeated,  and  then,  with  twinkling  eyes 
and  thickening  accents,  commenced  a  wanil 
eulogy  npon  his  consort. 

^  You  don^t  know  what  a  woman  she  is, 
Simon,  die  is  one  in  a  hundred;  die^s  been 
more  fike  a  mother  to  me  than  anything  else* 
She  has  made  a  man  of  me.  If  it  hadnH  been 
for  her  taking  a  fimcy  to  me,  and  posting  the 
eoal  to  get  me  into  the  firm,  I  might  hare 
been  a  clerk,  perhaps,  all  my  life.  How  such 
a  woman  ever  came  to  fix  her  affections  upon 
an  unprepossessing  exterior,  like  me,  I  canH 
think.  It  only  shows  what  a  ^nigma  the  sex 
is,  and  that  it  isn^t  always  your  swell  cores, 
-—  I  don^t  mean  to  hurt  your  feelings,  Simon, 
-^that  captivate  the  female  heart.  Yet,  want- 
ing, as  I  know  I  am,  in  personal  attractions 
and  flash  manners,  such  is  my  confidence  in 
Lady  Tott^s  virtue,  that  I  should  not  fear 
ttqM)ging  her  to  all  the  arts  and  wiles  of 
the  most  topping  nob  that  walks  Piccadilly 
and  the  Burlington  Arcade, —- damned  if  I 
would.'' 
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I  commended,  with  due  gnmiji  his  confi- 
dence in  the  imperturbable  dbastity  of  Lady 
Tott,  and,  tea  haying  been  announced,  I  pro- 
posed to  join  that  immaculate  dame,  aa  I  per> 
ceived  that  my  worthy  fiiend^s  fiicolties  were 
somewhat  impaired  by  the  port  wine  which  he 
had  swallowed.  The  presence  of  his  amiable 
qpouse,  howeveri  soon  soliered  him,  and  bor 
ladyship  being  in  high  spirits,  called  «poii  mt 
for  the  history  of  my  Bath  adventures,  wUbh 
I  told  with  tolerable  candour,  to  the  great 
admiration  and  amusement  of  my  kind  enter- 
tainers. Lady  Tott  especially  insisted  upon  a 
full  and  particular  account  of  my  proceedings 
in  connection  with  the  Jellico  &mily,  wfaick 
part  of  my  narratire  afforded  her  ladyddp  tbs 
greatest  pleasure.  She  laughed  until  the  tears 
ran  down  her  cheeks,  and  almost  swore  it  was 
the  best  thing  she  had  ever  heard  in  all  her 
bom  days. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

I  vovND,  as  I  had  never  doubted,  that  the 
intimation  of  mj  friend  Tibbetts  was  correct* 
Within  a  week  after  I  had  dined  at  his  house^ 
I  reeeired  a  note  from  Lady  Tott,  acquainting 
me  that,  in  pursuance  of  her  reconmiendation, 
Messrs  Hutchins  and  Hooper,  of  Bond  Street, 
were  willing  to  take  me  into  their  establish- 
ment, and  had  named  an  hour  on  the  following 
daj  for  me  to  wait  upon  them. 

I  was  politely  received  bj  the  junior  partner, 
Mr.  Hooper,  who,  after  briefly  examining  me 
HB  to  my  qualifications,  was  pleased  to  express 
his  regret  that  he  could  not  immediately  offer 
me  a  situation  equal  to  my  merits,  but  it  was 
of  course  necessary  that  I  should  acquire  some 
practical  knowledge  of  business,  before  my  su- 
perior talents  and  attainments  could  be  made 
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A  critical  eye  might  have  detected  a  degree 

of  exaggeration  and  incongmity  in  the  atj^e 

and  appointmenta  of  Piminy,  which  the  capital 
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irottid  have  dtaBtised  and  redressed.    The  pro* 
vincial  was  the  more  exquisite  of  the  two,  and 
the  delicacy  of  his  shape  corresponded  with  the 
texture  of  his  mind,  which  was  melancholy, 
haughty,  shy.    Bweeting,  on  the  contrary,  was 
a  fine,  tall,  symmetrical  figure,  standing  six 
feet  in  his  stockings,  with  a  magnificent  head 
of  hair,  whiskers,  and  white  teeth.     Piminy^s 
soft,  sentimental  way,  was  often  successful  with 
the  women ;  but  Sweeting  had  a  dashing,  con- 
fident, insinuating,  persevering  style,  which  they 
could  rarely  resist.     When  all  his  eloquence 
and  coaxing  had  failed,  he  would,  sometimes, 
lean  gracefully  over  the  counter,  and,  putting 
his  head  under  the  fair  one''s  bonnet,  whisper 
something,  (a  soft  nothing,  perhaps,)  the  re- 
mit of  which,  generally,  was,  that  the  article 
he  had  been    recommending  was  carried    to 
her  ladyship^s  carriage,  and  to  her   account. 
He  was  said  to  do  more  business  with  the  sex 
than  any  other  man  in  London,  as  a  proof  of 
which,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  any  house 
at  the    court   end    of  the  town  would  have 
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gladly  giTioi  him  dmUe  tiM  maaai  Mhij,  wiMh, 
Hi  fiftct,  he  received 'ftoBiMaMiiQit  Hutduoi 
Mid  Hooper* 

The  other  twelye  genttemeii  were  iimtatiflng| 
more  or  lesB  hqppy,  of  thie  aoeompliehed  chie( 
whom  thejr  all  heartily  hated,  abuaed,  and  de» 
preciated,  according  to  hnmaii  mutore.  As  ftr 
the  snob,  he  was  an  hnmUe,  seedy  duuneter, 
approaching  middle  life,  and  somewhat  indiB- 
ing  to  corpulency.  He  had  been,  neyerihelesi, 
I  was  told,  a  smart  fellow  in  his  time,  bat 
had  fellen  upon  a  wife  of  extraordinary  fecon- 
dity  —  an  accident  sufficient  to  take  the  shine 
ont  of  any  man. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  the  house  when, 
according  to  my  usual  fortune,  I  was  distin- 
guished by  the  notice  of  Mr.  Sweeting,  who 
with  the  generosity  of  true  genius,  which  knows 
not  jealousy  or  envy,  seeing  me  apt,  handsome- 
ly offered  to  initiate  me  into  the  mysteries 
of  my  new,  or  rather  my  re-adopted,  pro- 
fession. Under  his  tutelage  I  soon  arnTed 
at  a  very  respectable  station  among  my  fellows, 
but  I  never  reached,  nor  hoped  tp  attain  any- 
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tiiiDg  like  the  emiiieiiee  <^  my  preoidptor.  Thfti 
great  artist  had  eome  natural  qoalifieations  in 
which  I  was  deficient— -a  modest  assOiBnoe^ 
which  no  repulse  oouM  sabdue ;  a  patient  eqna- 
nimitj,  whieh  no  caprice  could  raffle;  an  inex* 
haustible  fond  of  good  hmnour,  and  great 
powers  of  flattery. 

In  these,  the. main  requisites  of  the  pro- 
fession, Sweeting  was  all-accomplished  ;  but, 
for  my  part,  I  could  not  rally  after  a  rebuff; 
my  temper  would  sometimes  give  way,  when 
I  had  in  yain  exhibited  bale  after  bale  of 
goods,  to  some  unreasonable  customer;  and 
though  I  had  considered  myself  to  be  no  mean 
proficient  in  the  art  of  blarney,  I  confessed 
being  completely  outdone  by  the  masterly 
strokes  and  daring  flights  of  this  gifted  per- 
son. I  have  seen  him  persuade  an  old 
woman  of  seventy  to  purchase  a  gay  article 
of  dress  adapted  to  sweet  seventeen,  by  grave- 
ly arguing  upon  its  compatibility  with  her 
eyes,  her  complexion,  her  figure,  or  her  style ! 
But  when  he  had  youth  or  beauty  to  deal 
with,    he    would    have    recourse   to    raptures, 
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pusionate  entreaty,  lemomfaMioeg,  glowing  do- 
qnence,  ending,  not  nnfireqnently  by  forcing, 

with  a  sort  of  playfol  vioiaiice,  the  costly 
frippery  upon  the  bewildered  and  fiEuntly  re- 
sisting £Edr  one.  Now  these  were  thii^ 
which  neither  I,  nor  any  of  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, ever  ventored  npon;  each  bold  at^ 
tempts  genins  alone  could  snstajn ;  in  inferior 
hands  they  would  in&lUbly  be  attended  with 
ridiculous  and  ignominious  fidlure. 
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A  YOUNOSB  nmn  than  mjself  might  have 
been  corrupted  by  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Sweet- 
ing, whose  morals  were  none  of  the  strictest ; 
bat  his  precept  and  example  wrought  no  harm 
upon  one  who  had  already  taken  a  degree  in  the 
school  of  vice,  and  retained  little  more  zest  for 
common-place  debauchery  than  a  man  of  twenty- 
five  usually  has  for  Greek  and  Latin.  Still, 
in  my  present  dearth  of  friends,  I  did  not  think 
it  expedient  to  disgust  a  person,  who  seemed 
well  affected  towards  me,  by  any  manifesta^ 
tion  of  contempt  for  his  tastes  and  habits. 
Besides,  I  was  somewhat  amused  by  the  so- 
ciety to  which  he  introduced  me,  which  was 
of  a  different  class  to  any  I  had  hitherto  seen. 
It  was  very  promiscuous,  including  second- 
hand  beaux,  .  Regent    Street    loungers,   fallen 
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dandies,  broken  ^Megs,^  and  Bpoiting  ehanc- 
ters  of  every  description;  many  who  knew 
a  little,  and  others  who  knew  too  mnch ; 
some  who  were  travelling  the  road  to  min, 
and  not  a  few  who  had  already  reached  their 
destination. 

Sweeting  himself  it  is  perhaps  needless  to 
say,  was  not  one  of  the  slow  or  soft  sort 
He  could  make  as  good  a  book*  as  most 
men,  throw  a  main,  and  play  a  fiur  game  of 
whist ;  was  a  very  pretty  dragsman,  and  conld 
fight  a  few.  He  was  to  be  seen,  likewise, 
occasionally  with  the  King  and  the  Old  Surrey, 
being  shares  with  a  milliner  (a  bruising  rider) 
in  a  prad,  '^pink,^  and  ^'tops.**^  Most  men 
have  a  model,  either  living  or  dead,  after 
which  they  fisishion,  either  studiously  or  in- 
sensibly, their  minds  and  manners.  Mr.  Sweet- 
ing, who  was  himself  an  original  to  many,  ac- 
knowledged a  master  in  a  certain  Honourable 

*  From  this  expressioD,  it  is  not,  we  presume,  to  be  in- 
ferred that  Mr.  Sweeting  was  a  literary  practitioner.  It  is 
probably  intended  to  intimate  that  he  ¥ras  an  author  only  in 
that  sense  in  which  Messrs.  Gully  and  Crockford  are  dis- 
tinguished.— £d. 


FITZ-WIOGINS.  53 

Coventry  Stapleton,  a  gentleman,  who  having 
mvested  a  considerable  fortune  in  experience, 
had  of  late  years  been  engaged  in  turning  his 
specnlation  to  profitable  account.  I  had  a 
personal  recollection  of  him,  as  one  of  Lord 
Leighton^s  set,  among  whom  he  was  at  that 
time  currently  reported  to  be  "quite  done,"** 
as,  indeed,  proved  to  be  the  fact,  for  he  soon 
after  passed  through  the  Insolvent  Court.  He 
it  was  who,  in  modem  times,  was  the  first  to 
abolish  the  razor  from  the  toilet,  an  example 
which  has  since  been  generally  followed  in 
chins  of  the  first  fertihty.  He,  also,  as  is 
well  known,  was  the  inventor  of  that  pecu- 
liar low-crowned  "  tile^  which  bears  his  name, 
and  is  supposed  to  possess  such  virtue  that 
it  would  make  even  Lord  L.  or  Mr.  C.  look 
knowing  in  spite  of  nature. 

This  original  genius  was  now,  however, 
fidlen  from  his  high  estate,  fought  shy  of  by 
men  whose  fortunes  had  been  partly  built  on 
the  ruin  of  his,  and  by  the  hirsute  tribe  of 
dandies  who  had  been  taught  by  him  how 
a  vacant  countenance  might  be   planted  and 
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trimmed  so  m  to  g^vo  it  an  ittporiing.  and 
even  pictnreBqiie  appeanmee.  But  tliia  gara 
him  neither  siupme  nor  eonoem;  his  knoir- 
ledge  of  the  woild  had  taught  him  that  aiieh 
was  the  natmal  course  of  erentSi  and  he  miaf^ 
ed  himself  to  his  change  of  circomsCaneea  ^h 
parently  without  eflEbrt.  The  taknta  wUch 
had  hitherto  been  disclosed  only  in  the  colfr 
vation  of  whiskers  and  the  inycntion  of  hafts 
were,  by  the  pressure  of  adyendty,  folly  de^ 
yeloped ;  and  he  who  had  all  his  life  been 
considered,  and  indolently  suffered  himself  to 
be  used,  as  a  flat,  now  came  out  in  the  chaiac- 
ter  for  which  nature  had  intended  him,  of  a 
flat-catcher.  In  this  vocation  he  laboured  with 
great  assiduity  ;  and  his  gains^  Uiongh  not  con- 
siderable, were  steady,  as  it  was  the  smaller 
fry  chiefly  which  came  to  his  net. 

This  was  the  gentleman  to  whom  Mr.  Sweet- 
ing looked  up  as  to  his  guide^  philosopher, 
and  friend,  and  whose  patronage  he  really 
appeared  to  enjoy  in  a  remarkable  degree. 
Mr.  Sweeting  affected  great  importance  and 
mystery  as  to  the  nature  of  his   connection 
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with  the  Honourable  Coventry ;  bat,  as  it  re- 
qnired  no  conjuror  to  divine  that  intereat  must, 
in  some  diape,  be  at  the  bottom  of  such  an 
alliance,  I  soon  discovered  the  terms  upon  which 
it  was  based.  Sweetii^,  it  seemed,  had  lost 
a  considerable  sum  on  horse-races  to  Mr.  Sta* 
pleton,  who  generously  forgave  him  aU  that 
he  could  not  pay  on  condition  that  he  offered 
up  so  many  victims  at  the  shrine  of  a  certain 
temple  of  fortune,  of  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  lately  constituted  hunself  high  priest. 
In  plain  truth,  Mr.  Stapleton  had  lately  set  up 
a  gaming-house,  for  which  he  had  engaged 
Sweeting  to  act  as  a  iouter^  and  by  his  agency 
had  procured  for  the  concern  some  of  its  most 
valuable  customers. 

I  had  lived  long  enough  to  be  very  sceptical 
as  to  the  disinterested  friendship  of  men  or 
women  of  the  world;  therefore,  afler  making 
due  allowance  for  my  merits,  natural  and  ac- 
quired, I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
must  exist  a  private  motive  for  the  extraor- 
dinary marks  of  esteem  bestowed  upon  me 
by  Mr.  Sweeting.      That  motive,  I  very  sopn 
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perceived,  was  a  Strang  derire  to  pnwiMi  him- 
self of  ihe  annuity  gianted  to  me  by  my  late 
onployer  on  the  consideration  of  tnuuftRii^ 
the  same  to  his  friend  Sta^eton. 

His  first  important  attempt  was  in  the  shape 
of  a  kind  offer  of  a  share  in  a  capital  bet  on 
the  Derby,  which  I  evaded,  and  leaned  the 
next  day,  that  the  animal  which  it  had  been 
proposed  to  me  to  back  was  **dead  amiss;* 
but  npon  my  mentioning  this  piece  of  intelli- 
gence to  my  friend,  he  whispered  confiden- 
tially in  my  ear  that  the  report  was  only  a 
ruse  of  the  stable  to  get  large  odds.  How- 
ever, I  still  declined  the  adventure,  and  the 
horse  was  never  again  heard  of.  He  borrowed 
on  several  occasions,  and  scmpnlously  repaid, 
small  Boms,  by  way  of  establishing  himself 
in  my  confidence ;  but  he  built  upon  sand. 
With  unabated  ardour,  he  continued  to  try  va- 
rious devices,  until  weary  of  a  game  where  I 
could  not  lose,  and  admiring  the  perseverance 
and  ability  of  my  antagonist,  I  interrupted  him 
one  day,  when  he  was  about  to  unfold  some  new 
speculation,  and  told  him  in  plain  terms  that 
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I  was,  and  had  been  from  the  first,  perfectly 
«ware  of  his  designs,  and  hoped  he  woold 
forgive  me  for  haying  trifled  with  him  so  long ; 
complimenting  him,  at  the  same  time,  upon 
his  high  qualifications  for  the  art  of  imposing 
upon  mankind. 

Soothed  by  this  flattery,  the  disappointment 
and  irritation  which  he  had  at  first  evinced 
completely  disappeared;  he  thanked  me  for 
my  frank  and  gentlemanly  explanation,  and 
handsomely  reproached  his  own  dulness  for 
having  failed  to  perceive  in  me  an  equal,  if 
not  superior,  genius.  He  then  proposed  part- 
nership ;  but,  with  many  thanks  for  his  good 
opinion  and  obliging  ofier,  I  declined  it,  as 
having  some  time  since  retired  from  that  line 
of  business,  and  not  being  disposed,  at  least 
at  present,  to  resume  it.  On  this  ground, 
I  also  felt  bound  in  honour  to  decline  his 
confidence  respecting  any  of  his  views  and 
operations.  Mr.  Sweeting  appreciated  the  deli- 
cacy of  my  scruple,  though  he  regretted  that 
he  should  be  thereby  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  my  sympathy  and  advice.     He  expressed  a 
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fltetmg  desire,  howevtr,  to  be  acquainted  witb 
mj  history,  and  the  gencnd  result  of  1117  ex- 
perience, as  he  doabted  not  that  he  should 
derive  therefrom  maoh  valoaUe  instmetrnk'  I 
complied  with  his  requesti  in  so*  far  aa  pna- 
dence  would  permit,  and  my  auditor  declared 
himself  greatly  edified  ;  protesting  that  the 
Both  adventure  was  the  finest  thing  he  had 
ever  heard,  and  reflected  immortal  honour 
upon  me. 

"  You  Ve  been  unlucky,^  said  he,  **  or  you 
must  have  made  your  fortune  by  tins  tkne; 
but  when  the  dice  goes  against  you,  what^s 
the  use.  Luck  '*s  all,  sir,  in  this  world.  How 
often  you  see  the  biggest  flat  break  the  baak; 
and  a  fellow,  who  can  snuff  a  candle  or  bore 
a  hole  in  the  ace  of  hearts,  snuffed  out  himself, 
after  all,  by  a  young  one  who  has  never  before 
touched  a  trigger.  If  merit  could  ensure  suc- 
cess in  this  world,  I  think,  without  flatteiy, 
you  must  have  been  a  rich  man  by  this  time. 
The  talent  which  you  showed  in  your  first 
place  (I  mean  with  Davison)  was  quite  ex- 
traordin^uy  for  so  young  a  man ;   but  there, 
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the  d  d  luck  beat  you  at  starting.  I'^m 
only  surprised,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make 
the  remark,  that,  after  haring  shown  such 
promise,  you  should  have  behaved  so  like  a 
muff  in  Posberry'*s  service.  Surely  you  didn^t 
think  it  would  pay  to  be  what  is  called  fiuth- 
fnl  to  your  master^s  interests?  to  retire  upon 
a  legacy  of  two  hundred  pounds  as  a  re- 
ward for  thirty  or  fatij  years^  honest  ser- 
vitude?'' 

I  admitted,  to  my  shame,  that  I  had  once 
for  a  short  time  acted  under  such  a  delusion. 

''  Ah  !  ^  said  Sweeting,  <^  now  that 's  what 
I  call  the  inconsistency  of  human  nature;  a 
man  of  your  sense  fancying  anything  half  so 
slow.  But  as  I  used  to  learn  at  schod,  nemo 
omniba  hora  aaptt.'"'* 
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A  nw  days  after  this  eelairtiaaemeiUt  Mr. 
Sweeting  proposed  to  me  to  accompany  him 
to  a  convivial  party  at  the  Coal  Hole,  where 
he  wished  to  introduce  me  to  some  of  bii 
friends,  and  where,  also,  he  intimated  that  I 
should  meet  one  or  two  of  my  old  acquaint- 
ances in  high  life.  My  taste  for  the  humours 
of  society,  which  was  not  yet  quite  decayed, 
induced  me  to  accept  this  invitation.  Those 
polite  places  of  resort,  the  Coal  Hole  and  the 
Cider  Cellar,  had  been  my  frequent  haunts  dur- 
ing that  most  dissipated  period  of  my  life,  when 
I  belonged  to  what  was  called  O^Dienne^s  set, 
the  Chesterfields  and  Castlereagfas  of  second- 
hand bon  ton.  Happily  for  my  character  and 
constitution,  those  wild  days  did  not  last  long, 
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and  since  that  time,  I  had  seen  nothing  of 
the  places  of  amusement  above  mentioned. 

When  we  entered  the  ordinary,  dinner  was 
being  placed  upon  the  tables,  and  there  were 
between  fifty  and  sixty  persons  assembled. 
Among  these,  my  companion  found  many  ac 
qnaintances.  "  How  are  yon  ? — how  are  yon  ? 
—  how  d'ye  do?''  was  echoed  from  several 
quarters,  and  were  respectively  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  Sweeting  with  a  nod,  a  bow,  or  smile, 
or  a  shake  of  the  hand,  according  to  the 
quality  or  nieans  of  the  different  persons  from 
whom  these  greetings  proceeded. 

Among  those  to  whom  he  vouchsafed  only 
a  slight  recognition,  I  observed  a  £Eice  and 
figure,  of  which  I  had  some  faint  recollection, 
and  asked  my  cicerone  who  he  was. 

"  I  told  you,"  replied  he,  "  that  you  would 
meet  some  of  your  old  friends.  That  is  Da- 
vison, whom  you  lived  with  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago.  Poor  devil !  he  is  always  to  be 
seen  hovering  about  these  places,  I  wonder 
how  he  lives  ?  " 

I  might  have  puzzled  my  memory  for  a  long 
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time  befirae  I  dionld  have  idbitified  tKt  femom 
with  the  gentkmatt  ia  whoee  eerrioe  my  caftiOif 
ties  as  m  valet  were  first  iqpproved.  It  waa^  in- 
deed, Dayisoa  that  I  law ;  but  how  dhMiged  froM 
him  whom  I  had  formerly  known  udor  thai 
name !  Where  wae  the  jaunty  step,  the  mit 
confident,  and  somewhat  ineelent^  air  tha  good- 
ly person— the  braye  apparel  ?  Not  a  single 
trace  was  left  of  these  in  the  seedy,  shswiHiiHg 
figure,  and  the  pinched  fiMtores,  ia  whidi  caie 
and  hunger  were  visibly  portrayed,  dashed  alss 
with  an  expression  of  low  cunning.  I  looked 
hard  at  him,  but  he  betrayed  no  recollection  of 
me,  and  his  eye  shrank  from  beneath  my  gaie. 
Mr.  Sweeting  seemed  to  be  in  high  esti- 
mation in  this  cirde.  A  middle-aged  man 
of  sporting  appearance,  whom  he  addresMd 
as  ^'  ^  H^ury,^^  and  who  proved  to  be  a 
broken-down  baronet,  once  well  known  in  the 
feshionable  world,  but  now  driving  a  stage- 
coach, expressed  a  wish  to  diow  him  a  new 
team  that  he  had  just  begun  to  work,  and 
proposed  that  he  should  share  the  box  on  the 
following  Sunday,  to  which  Sweeting  agreed. 
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Another  gentleman,  answering  to  the  aiisto- 
craiic  name  of  D^Arcj,  applied  to  him  for 
information  respecting  a  dog  fight,  and,  while 
he  was  going  into  the  particnlars  of  this  in* 
teresting  eyent,  a  tall,  pale-feced  youth,  with 
long  nose  and  goggle  eyes,  broke  from  the 
circle,  and,  seizing  him  by  the  arm,  took  him 
aside,  and  asked,  with  great  anxiety,  and  in 
a  low  key,  whether  he  had  got  those  odds 
for  him,  about  the  mare  ?  In  answer  to  which, 
Mr.  Sweeting  communicated  something  very 
confidentially  to  the  ear  of  his  client,  whom 
he  styled  ^*  my  lord.^  During  this  proceeding 
some  of  the  bystanders  smiled  significantly,  and 
the  baronet,  looking  towards  Sweeting,  jerked 
his  thumb  towards  his  shoulder,  a  gesture, 
which  the  other  acknowledged  by  an  almost 
imperceptible  wink  of  the  eye ;  indications 
from  which  it  required  no  great  sagacity  to 
infer  that  the  young  nobleman  was  educating 
for  one  of  those  usefrJ,  and,  indeed,  indispensa- 
ble members  of  society,  denominated  ^^  flats.^^ 

While  this  was  going  on,  the  landlord  took 
his  station  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  we 
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repaired  to  our  places.  I  had  secured  a  seat 
next  to  Sweeting,  who  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  most  of  his  quality  friends.  I  inune- 
diately  recognized  sundry  persons,  both  of  high 
and  low  degree,  whom  I  had  formerly  known, 
either  personally,  or  by  sight ;  but  nobody 
seemed  to  recollect  me,  which  is  not  surpnsbg, 
as  greater  persons  than  valets  every  day  drop 
out  of  society  without  being  missed  or  remem- 
bered. Besides,  my  exterior  had  undei^ne  a 
considerable  alteration.  I  had  formerly  been 
an  humble  disciple  of  the  Stapletonian  school, 
rejoicing  in  a  profusion  of  golden  hair,  and 
whiskers  which  completely  environed  my  counte- 
nance. But  I  levelled  the  whole  concern  at  the 
same  time  that  I  put  down  my  other  fashionable 
appurtenances;   namely,  after  my  unfortunate 

recognition  by  Lady  Jellico,   at   Mrs.   ^'s 

assembly  in  honour  of  the  intended  nuptials 
of  Lady  Tott  with  John  Tibbetts,  Esquire. 
Since  that  period,  I  had  worn  a  dark-coloured 
wig  of  very  modest  dimensions,  and  kept  my 
face  closely  clipped.  So  that  with  these  changes, 
and  an  absence  of  four  years,  the  wonder  would 
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have  been,  perhaps,  if  any  of  mj  gay  friends 
had  recollected  me.  My  cicerone  pointed  out 
to  me  several  indiyidnals  in  this  motley  assem- 
blage, with  whose  persons  I  was  before  un- 
acquainted. For  instance,  he  whispered  in  my 
ear,  that  a  handsome,  but  somewhat  effeminate 
young  man,  nearly  opposite  to  us,  was  an  M.  P., 
a  rising  character  in  the  sporting  world,  and 
that  his  neighbour,  a  genteel,  quiet-looking 
person  in  black,  with  whom  he  was  in  con- 
versation, was  a  noted  betting-man,  who,  from 
being  an  ostler  at  York,  had,  within  these 
few  years,  realized  a  considerable  fortune  on 
the  turf,  and  was  esteemed  one  of  its  most 
respectable  members.  He  then  pointed  out  the 
son  of  an  archbishop,  in  juxta-position  with  a 
low  player ;  an  officer  of  the  Guards,  and  a 
hair-dresser,  with  many  others ;  directing  my 
attention,  lastly,  to  the  occupier  of  the  vice- 
chair,  a  short,  broad-shouldered,  red-haired 
plebian-looking  young  man,  who  was,  however, 
no  less  than  the  Marquess  of  Lancashire,  a 
title  illustrious  in  history,  but  in  its  present  in- 
heritor, better  known  at  Bow  Street,  than  at 
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tike  Hoose  of  Lords ;  in  the  pariiens  of  Dmf 
Lane,  then  in  the  oonrtly  preciiiele  of  St 
JsmoB^s.  The  noble  MiiqtieiB  was,  mpymnuAff 
the  life  and  sod  of  an  admiriny  dccle^  the  eoM- 
ponents  of  which.  Sweeting  desearibed  vaior  the 
general  head  of  *^  blackgnatdfl;.'" 

It  is  said  that  misery  brings  people  inlo 
stimnge  oompanj ;  but  the  sanoe  aasj,  I  tUnk, 
be  more  justly  predicated  of  spofting,  wfaidt 
draws  together  people,  whom  no  other  mi^gast 
of  attraction,  and  scarcely  any  possiUe  con* 
cnrrence  of  circumstances,  could  bring  into  eon- 
taet.  Senators  and  swindlers;  the  pride  of 
aristocracy,  and  the  scum  of  the  soil ;  learning 
and  ignorance,  are,  by  this  means,  fanodliariied. 
A  minister  of  state  has  been  known  to  give 
audience  to  a  trainer,  or  jockey,  while  a  deputa- 
tion is  cooling  its  heels  in  the  ante-ehamber ; 
and  even  a  minister  of  a  higher  description, 
may,  occasionidly,  be  seen  in  communion  with 
such  persons,  though,  donbtlesSi  not  te  the  de- 
triment of  his  sacred  calling. 

The  dinner  was  succeeded  by  a  series  of 
toasts,  the  nature  of  which,  (to  borrow  a  oon- 
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yenient  phraae,)  can  be  better  conceived  thlm 
described.  Comic  songs  followed,  of  which  the 
most  applauded,  was  one  song,  or,  rather,  voci- 
ferated by  my  Lord  of  Lancashire,  for  his 
vocal  merit  consisted,  chiefly,  in  stentorian 
lungs.  His  performance,  likewise,  though  de- 
void of  wit,  abounded  in  its  cheap  and  easy 
substitute,  which,  probably,  was  more  palatable 
and  intelligible  to  his  audience,  as  a  draught 
of  muddy  ale  is  more  grateful  to  the  lips  of 
the  chaw-bacon,  than  the  finest,  sparkling, 
generous  Champagne. 

The  singing  over,  the  room  thinned  very  ra- 
pidly, and  those  who  were  left  drew  together 
towards  either  extremity  of  the  table,  some  to 
the  ^d  where  the  Marquess  still  presided,  and 
oUiers  to  the  upper  part  of  the  board,  when 
the  chair  having  been  vacated  by  Mr.  Rhodes, 
was  now  filled  by  Sir  Harry.  Lord  Reginald 
Lofty,  the  noble  youth  whom  I  have  ventured 
to  describe  as  a  flat,  came  round  to  a  vacant 
chair  the  other  side  of  Sweeting,  and  resumed 
the  subject  of  the  bet  upon  which  he  was  so 
anidous.    Perceiving  this,  Sir  Harry  again  ex- 


68  FITZ*WIGaiK8. 

changed  a  wink  and  a  laugh  with  the  knoiwiiig 
ones  on  either  side  of  him;  but  Ihe  yooig 
lord,  quite  nnconsGioiis  of  the  ridicole  with 
which  he  was  regarded,  oommnnioated  his  in- 
formation and  opinions,  as  if  he  were  perftetlj 
satisfied  that  he  was  one  of  the  initiated;  a 
delusion,  which  the  grave  and  deferential  at- 
tention of  Sweeting  was  calculated  to  eonfimL 
While  this  was  proceeding,  Lord  Tiancashire, 
who  had  begun  to  show  symptoms  of  wine, 
called  out  from  the  foot  of  the  table, 

^^  Lofty,  you  damned  ass,  put  that  bettiog- 
book  in  your  pocket ;  donH  you  see  that  you're 
among  a  set  of  thieves  and  sharpers  ?*" 

This  sally  was  received  with  a  laugh  by  the 
party  thus  designated,  and  Sir  Harry,  with  a 
.benignant  smile  and  soothing  accent,  told  Lan- 
cashire that  he  was  very  drunk. 

*<  Drunk  !  ^  shouted  the  peer,  starting  iQ> 
and  staggering  towards  the  other  end  of  the 
room.  ^^  You  lie,  you  rascal.  I  ''m  as  sober  as 
a  tee-totaller,  and  1^11  prove  it.  I'^ll  fight 
any  man  in  the  room,  except  the  Hampshire 
Chicken,'^  (a  prize-fighter,  who  had  sat  at  the 
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right  hand  of  the  vice-chair  all  the  evening,) 
^*  and  give  him  a  stone.^  So  saying,  he  threw 
himself  into  a  fighting  attitude. 

*^  Don''t  make  such  a  row,  that  ^s  a  good  fel- 
low,*" said  Lofty;    "youVe  interruptmg  bu- 


«ines0.^ 


"  Yes,  I  beheve  I  'm  preventing  your  busi- 
ness being  done,  and  I  mean  it,^  rejoined  the 
Marquess.  *^  Ay,  damn  you ;  ye  may  look  and 
laugh  ;  I  know  you  all.^^ 

Here  Mr.  Sweeting  begged  respectfully  to 
ask  his  lordship  whether  he  meant  to  include 
him  in  the  description  which  his  lordship  had 
been  pleased  to  give  of  the  gentlemen  among 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  sit  ?  To  which 
the  peer  immediately  replied  with  a  very  de- 
cided  affirmative,  and  a  pointed  remark  on 
the  singular  assurance  which  had  dictated  the 
interrogatory. 

"Not  that  I  know  anything  about  you,^ 
said  he,  *^but,  from  the  company  you  keep, 
I  Ve  no  doubt  you  ^re  a  damned  rascal.^ 

Now,  though  this  might  not  have  been  far 
from  the  truth,  yet,   it  must  be  owned,   the 
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inference  was  ft  somewhat  Tiolent  one ;  tli«refim» 
the  matter  could  not  be  expected  to  rest  bsM, 
and,  accordingly,  Mr.  Sweeting  *'took  the  li- 
berty of  observing,  that,  as  his  lordship  had  so 
far  foigotten  himself  as  to  use  such  language 
in  reference  to  him,  he  must  beg  leave  to  in* 
form  him,  humble  as  he  was,  that  he  cona&red 
himself  quite  as  respectable  as  his  locdship.^ 
Which  words  had  scarcely  passed  his  lips, 
when  a  blow  from  the  peer^s  fist  prostrated 
him  on  the  floor.  He  was  up  again  in  a  trice, 
and  coolly  proceeded  to  disencumber  himself 
of  his  upper  garments,  an  example  which  hii 
antagonist  lost  no  time  in  following.  A  dear 
stage  was  soon  formed  for  the  combatants, 
who  took  their  places,  the  noble  Marques  being 
backed  by  the  Hampshire  Chicken,  whose  ear- 
nest request  to  be  allowed  to  ^^  pitch  into  the 
snob,^  in  the  stead  of  his  noble  patron,  had  been 
peremptorily  refused  by  the  latter.  Sir  Hairy 
was  obliging  enough  to  lend  Sweeting  a  knee. 
To  work  then  the  champions  went,  as  soon  as 
the  Chicken  had  whispered  some  important  ad- 
vice to  his  principal,   who  seemed,  however^ 
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wholly  to  disregard  it,  for  he  rashed  impetaonal  j 
on  his  foe,  a  proceeding,  at  which  the  experi- 
enced backer  shook  his  head,  and,  in  his  veza- 
ticxD,  muttered  andiblj,  ^^  jest  exactly  what  I  par- 
tickler  told  nn  not  to.^  The  event  proved  the 
Chicken  to  have  been  right,  for  Sweeting,  who, 
then  at  least,  possessed  the  advantage  over  his 
oppmient  of  a  steady  eye  and  a  cool  head,  step- 
ped aside  at  the  moment  when  the  rash  but  gal- 
lant nobleman  made  his  assault,  and,  before  he 
could  recover  his  equilibrium,  was,  in  his  turn, 
felled  by  a  well-planted  body-blow  from  the  stal- 
wart arm  of  the  knight  of  the  counter.  The 
Chicken  immediately  stepped  forward  and 
handled  his  man,  but,  in  doing  so,  could  not 
repress  a  tribute  of  professional  admiration  of 
the  style  in  which  he  had  been  floored.  The 
Marquess,  however,  was  game,  and,  being  restor- 
ed to  his  pins,  advanced  again  to  the  scratch  gai- 
ly, but  with  a  little  more  caution  than  before. 
A  little  sparring  took  place  before  either  party 
went  to  work,  and  the  peer,  by  a  clever  feint  hav- 
ing drawn  the  haberdasher  off  his  guard,  caught 
him  a  teaser  on  the  upper  lip,  and  the  claret 


1$  VJTZrWlOQWS* 

lygpeand  fiNrthwitlu  Tkia  dnw  fixrth  a  Axmk 
of  eandtatioa  from  the  Zjancastrians ;  but  tlie 
esntioiiB  Chiekeny  wbosa  aojooos  eye  wub 
intent  upon  what  would  happen  next,  sop* 
pressed  his  feeling%  until  in  a  raUj^  both  mea 
fell.  Sweeting  under.  Then,  indeed,. he  greets 
ed  the  ears  of  hie  principal  with  that  meed 
of  applaoae,  so  grateful  to  ii^fenuooa  youth  in 
every  department  of  ambition.  Third  round, 
the  peer  came  up  laughing,  the  snob  confident, 
but  very  carefiil.  He  stopped  ahnost  all  his 
lordship^s  blows,  put  in  an  ugly  one  on  his 
canister,  and  threw  him  a  heavy  £Edl.  Fourth 
round,  three  to  two  on  the  haberdasher,  who 
was  fresh,  and  showed  no  other  mark  of  pun- 
ishment than  a  scratch  on  the  lip,  whereas, 
the  lord  was  pipings  but  AiU  of  game;  the 
snob  still  cool  and  careful ;  some  very  pretty 
in-fighting,  but  his  lordship  was,  evidently,  as 
much  exhausted  by  the  blows  which  he  gave, 
as  by  those  which  he  received.  Ten  to  one 
offered,  but  no  takers.  The  Chicken  looked 
grave,  gave  his  man  a  go-down  of  brandy, 
and    chafed   his   temples.      Fifth   round,   the 
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noblemitn  fought  wildly,  and,  it  bdog  ihaniftit 
that  he  had  had  enough,  his  antagoiiiit^f«arj 
handsomelj  put  an  end  to  the  contest  b j  giving 
him  a  knock-down  blow,  which  the  criticiil  ejil 
of  the  professional  bruiser  immediatel  j  dedared 
to  be  a  settler,  and  declined,  therefore,  brmg* 
ing  his  man  again  to  the  scratch.  In  announcing 
this  decisi<N[i,  he  owned  that  ^^  the  gentleman,^ 
as  he  now  termed  Sweeting,  ^^  had  behaved 
quite  £Edr,  and  had  a  very  pretty  notion  of 
fighting,^  but  maintained,  at  the  same  time« 
that  his  man  had  been  as  much  beat  by  drink, 
as  by  the  punishment  he  had  taken. 

^*  As  to  this  here  bit  of  a  skrimmage,"^  pro« 
ceeded  the  Chicken,  ^'it^s  all  gammon.  But 
what  I  siCys,  is  this  ;  there  ain^t  a  prettier 
man  in  England  than  him  as  lies  there,^  point* 
ing  with  his  foot  to  the  prostrate,  and  almost 
insensible  nobleman.  ^'  He  Ve  got  plenty  of 
wind,  and  game  too,  and  the  best  receiver  as 
ever  I  seed.  But  the  liquor  ^s  the  ruin  of  un, 
as  I  Ve  told  un  many  ^s  the  time.  If  it  wam^t 
for  that,  he  should  fight  any  ten  stun  man 
in  Great  Britain,  and  I  shouldn^t  mind  laying 

VOL.  III.  B 
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out  a  hundred  pound  upon  ii»  if  I  bad  the 
money." 

Having  prononnced  this  eulogy  on  his  noble 
friend,  be  lifted  bim  to  bis  legs,  and  then  pio- 
oeeded  to  apply  some  restoratiYes,  wbich  soon 
bad  the  desured  effect,  and  the  Uood  being 
washed  firom  bis  fiice  and  bands,  he  showed 
no  other  mark  of  tbe  conflict  than  a  blade 
eye.  No  sooner  was  bis  dress  adjusted,  tbaa 
the  eccentric  and  generous  nobleman  came  for- 
ward and  addressed  his  conqueror  with, 

"  Well,  old  fellow,  yon  Ve  licked  me  fidrly, 
aDd  I  believe  I  earned  it.  So,  damme,  shake 
bands.^ 

Sweeting  accepted  the  proffered  honour  with 
a  low  bow  and  a  fiicetioos  smile,  protesting 
that  he  shonld  be  ashamed  of  himself,  if,  after 
bis  lordship'*s  handsome  conduct,  he  were  to 
remember  anything  unpleasant,  which  might 
have  escaped  his  lordship  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
citement. This  untoward  afiair  being  thus 
happily  settled,  Lord  Lancashire  proposed 
that  all  the  party,  (including  those  whom  he 
had   so   recently   stigmatized  as  thieves  and 
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sharpers,)  should  adjourn  an^  sap  with  him 
at  Joj'^s.  This  invitation  was  declined  by  the 
qIow  lot,  who  retired  amidst  the  hootings  and 
execrations  of  the  peer,  notwithstanding  which, 
I  was  disposed  to  follow  their  example,  but 
was  detained  by  Sweeting,  who  urged  me  to 
stay  and  see  it  oat.  The  supper  party  was 
thus  reduced  to  eight ;  viz,  Lord  Reginald 
Lofty,  the  Honourable  Mr.  D^Arcy,  Captain 
Smallbones  of  the  Hussars,  (an  innkeeper^s  son, 
and  a  humble  follower  of  Lord  Lancashire's ; 
less,  it  was  said,  from  liking  to  the  service, 
than  by  way  of  bringing  himself  into  fashion,) 
Mr.  James  Ruggles  of  the  Manchester  Eclipse, 
Mr.  Sweeting,  the  Chickeu,  and  myself.  As 
we  were  leaving  the  room.  Sweeting,  who  was 
always  what  is  called  ^'  wide  awake,^  stepped 
up  to  the  Marquess,  and,  with  the  insinuating 
address  which  belonged  to  this  prince  of  shop- 
men, presented  his  lordship  with  a  card  of 
^  the  house,^  to  which  he  solicited  the  honour 
of  his  lordship'*s  patronage,  expressing  a  con- 
fident opinion  that  any  orders  which  he  might 
be  pleased  to  give  them,  would  be  executed 
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in  sadi  a  st^e  as  to  ensure  to  the  firm  Ins 
lordahip^s  fiitnre  fisiyoars.  Whether  it  was  that 
the  ingemiity  of  taking  sudi  an  opportunity  of 
doing  business  fell  in  with  his  hnmoor,  or,  that 
the  disclosure  thus  made  of  his  recent  antago- 
nist's qnaliiy,  stmck  his  sense  of  the  Indicrons, 
I  cannot  determine,  but  Lord  Lancashire  hunt 
into  a  loud  langh,  and,  putting  the  card  in 
his  pocket,  swore  that  he  woold  give  ns  a  tmn. 
He  kept  his  oath,  too,  and  the  oonseqpienoe 
was,  that  Messieurs  Hntchins  and  Hooper  took 
several  hundred  pounds  which,  otherwise,  woold 
probably  haye  neyer  come  into  their  tOL 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

It  was  about  eleren  d*clook  when  we  sallied 
out,  bound  finr  Covent  Gkurden.    The  two  lords, 
who  were  more  under  the  influence  of  the  jolly 
god  than  the  rest  of  the  part j,  led  the  waj^ 
hallooing  and  shouting   scraps  of  loyal   and 
amorous  ditties.    Next  came  the  Captain  and 
the   Chicken ;   then  followed  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  Mr.    Sweeting,    Mr.   Ruggles 
and  myself  bringing  up  the  rear.    In  this  order 
we  marched  down  the  Strand,  amidst  the  stares, 
the  laughter,  or  the  muttered  reprobation  of 
the  passers-by,  who,  however,  each  and  all, 
gave  us,  what  in  nautical  language  is  called 
a  wide  berth.    The  police,  likewise,  stood  aloof, 
haying,  no  doubt,  sound  reasons  for  not  inter* 
ruptmg  our  progress. 
As  we  walked  along,  Mr.  Ruggles  and  !» 
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who  were  compaiativelj  sober,  fell  into  con* 
yersaiion,  which  turned  natnraUj  upon  onr  ec- 
centric leader,  of  wh<»n  Mr.  R.  spoke  in  terms 
of  great  esteem  and  regard. 

^^  He  ^s  a  gentleman  eyery  indi  of  him,^  said 
he,  ^^  and  if  he'could  but  keep  his  hand  from 
his  month,  he  ^d  make  a  yery  soopeijor  ooadi* 
man,  I  say.  He  isnH  like  yoor  swi^  who 
moont  up  ft-top  of  a  drag,  and  dim  four  made 
horses  d(^i¥n  to  Richmond  and  back  again,  and 
then  £ancy  themselyes  coachmen ;  but  I  don^ 
caU  ^em  coachmen,  I  don^t.  I  like  to  see  a 
maxL  get  on  the  bench,  and  work  a  team  of 
mm  uns ;  that  ^s  summut  like.  I  Ve  been  on 
the  road  now  near  thirty  year,  and  I  *ye  seen 
my  lord  do  some  jobs  that  I  wonldn^  have 
done  for  a  bit  of  money.  I  sappose  yon  Ve 
heard  of  his  ordering  four  hunters  out  of  the 
stable  to  be  put  to  his  drag  at  twelye  o^dock 
at  night  ?  WeU,  that  ^s  a  blessed  troth,  for  I 
was  stopping  down  along  with  un  at  his  seat 
in  Northamptonshire  at  the  time  it  came  oflFl  I 
said  all  as  lay  in  my  power,  and  so  did  the  other 
gents  who  were  there,  to  preyent  un  from  doing 
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it,  but  the  more  we  argaed,  the  more  he 
wouldn^t  listen  to  ns,  for  he  was  precious  swipy. 
Well,  after  a  deal  of  trouble,  these  here  hunters 
was  put  to,  for  none  of  ^em,  in  course,  had 
eyer  looked  through  a  collar  before,  and  mj 
lord  orders  the  company  to  jump  on  the  drag. 
Some  of  ^em  dioked  off,  and  wouldn^t  have 
it  at  anj  price.  Mr.  D^Arcy  was  the  first 
to  follow  the  goyemor,  and  took  his  place  on 
the  box  with  a  weed  in  his  off  cheek,  just 
as  unconcerned  as  if  he  was  sitting  alongside 
of  me,  with  my  steady  London  team  before 
him.  The  captain  then  came  next,  but  look- 
ing as  if  he  didnH  above  half  like  it,  and 
a  parson  of  the  name  of  Brown,  or  Dayis,  or 
some  such  name,  and  that  was  all,  except 
the  two  poor  devils  of  grooms  belonging  to- 
the  drag.  In  course  I  couldn^t  leave  my  friend 
in  such  a  situation,  so  I  just  hitched  up  behind 
to  be  ready  in  case  of  any  accident.  *  Are  you 
all  right,^  says  my  lord,  gathering  up  the  rib* 
bons.  *  All  right,  sir,^  says  I.  *  Let  ^em  go,^ 
says  he,  and,  at  the  word,  the  four  men,  wha 
had  been  holding  on,  might  and  main,  one  to 
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each  hone,  dropped  the  Teins,  and  laid  hold 
of  the  doihs.  In  a  moment,  sir,  thej  were 
all  of  a  heap ;  the  near  wheel  horse  goes  into 
his  collar  like  a  cannon  shot,  his  partner  gets 
oyer  the  pole,  and  both  the  leaders,  which  was 
mares,  ran  back  npon  the  coadi.  There  he 
had  ^em,  two  milling,  one  bolting,  and  toother 
laying  down.  Yoii  never  saw  soch  a  mess. 
The  stable  fellows  thej  ran  forward  to  help, 
bat  got  damned  for  their  pains,  and  ordered 
oat  of  the  way.  The  captain,  who  was  stand- 
ing np  behind  the  governor,  looks  as  if  he 
wanted  to  cat  it,  which  Mr.  D^Arcy  no  sooner 
twigs,  than  he  takes  the  cigar  oat  of  his  face, 
and  coolly  tells  him  to  sit  still,— >there  was  no 
danger;  bat  Smallbones  swore  he  didn^t  see 
any  fan  in  getting  his  neck  broke  for  nothing, 
so  he  drops  off  the  coach  withoat  any  fiirther 
remark,  and  small  blame  to  him,  peihaps,  for 
so  doing.*  Meantime,  my  lord  was  bosy  with 
the  team,  and,  what  with  patience  and  plack, 
and  the  doable  thong,  I  ^m  blessed  if  he  didnU 
wag  ^em  in  aboat  five  minates,  and  they  set 
off  at  aboat  sixteen  mile  an  hoar.     We  had 
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about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  sptfre  going 
through  the  lodge,  and  not  so  much  turning 
the  comer ;  I  thought  we  neyer  could  have  done 
it. 

^  Well,^  resumed  Mr.  Ruggles,  after  a  pause 
to  take  breath,  ^^  after  travelling  at  this  thun- 
dering pace  for  a  matter  of  three  miles,  I  be* 
gan  to  look  out  for  a  steepish  pitch  about  a 
hundred  yards  forward.  So  I  sung  out  to  the 
goyemor,  *  M  j  lord,^  says  I,  *  if  you  can  ease 
Vm  a  bit,  I^U  put  on  the  skid.^  ^Skid  be 
d— d,  you  old  fool,'  says  he;  *I'm  a-going 
to  slip  '*em  down  this  here  hill.'  *  Oh,  crikey  !' 
says  I,  to  the  parson,  ^hold  on  by  your  eye- 
lids!' but  he  sot  up  like  a  brick.  Howeyer, 
my  lord  knew  what  he  was  about,  for  as  soon 
as  he  began  to  feel  their  mouths,  they  answered 
to  it,  and  settled  down  to  their  work  like  old 
uns.  To  cut  my  story  short,  the  upsho.t  of 
it  all  was,  that  we  droye  into  ,  roused 

up  the  people  at  the  inn,  had  a  jolly  good 
supper,  and  hunted  the  team  next  dcy  with 
the  Dock.  What  d'  ye  think  of  that  for  a 
spree?'*' 

B  5 
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.  '<  What  pity  ^^  said  the  coadunan,  after 
I  had  made  some  remaiks  on  the  skill  and 
courage  which  this  wild  storj  seemed  to  indi^ 
cate  in  the  hero,  ^'  what  pity  '^tis,  that  a  nobler 
man  with  such  a  finrtnne,  and  snch  a  head- 
piece, as  ,one  may  say,  shoidd  demean  himadf 
by  associating  with  the  people-  that  he  do. 
Why  now,  there  ^s  that  low,  Uackguard  feUo^ 
what  they  call  the  Hampdiire  Chicken,  but 
his  real  name  is  S^roggs,  he  ''3  constantly  down 
with  my  lord  in  the  country.  The  veiy  last 
time  I  was  there  on  a  yisit,  I  found  this  Taga- 
bond  and  two  of  his  pals,  as  much  at  home 
as  if  the  house  belonged  to  ^em.  There  they 
was,  sot  up  at  table,  along  with  us  all,  a 
grubbing  and  chaffing  away,  and  all  the  livery 
servants  a-waiting  upon  ""em  just  as  if  they 
was  our  equals.  And  there  was  the  alver 
plate,  and  the  wax  chandeliers,  and  the  table- 
cloth with  the  harms  engraved  upon  it,  and 
the  Champagne  wine,  and  the  Burgundy  wine, 
port  and  sherry, — you  never  see  such  a  grand 
set-out, — and  all,  as  one  might  say,  for  such 
disreputable  characters.     I  got  my  bread  to 
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earn,  so  I  says  nothing,  and  my  lord  has  always 
behaved  like  a  gentleman  to  me  ;  but,  if  it 
waanHi  out  of  friendship  to  him,  and  not  to 
offend  him,  you  understand,  I  ^m  just  damned 
if  I^d  put  my  legs  under  the  same  mahoganj 
with  the  fellers, — I  aVt  used  to  such  society.^ 

I  fully  concurred  with  Mr.  Ruggles  in  the 
indignation  which  he  expressed,  both  on  his 
own  account,  and  that  of  his  noble  friend. 

*^  But,^  I  added,  *^  I  cannot  understand  what 
entertainment  his  lordship  and  his  friends  can 
find,  either  in,  or  for,  such  persons.^ 

^^Oh,  bless  you!^  answered  mj  communi- 
cative companion,  ^^  they  don'^t  care  what  they 
does.  YouM  be  surprised  if  you  was  to  hear 
the  games  they  carried  on,  that  they  should 
ever  live  to  tell  of  it.  Why  the  truth  is, 
you  see,  this  here  Chicken  as  they  call  un» 
was  a  man  of  his  own  making.  He  picked 
him  off  a  dunghill,  I  believe,  put  him  in  train- 
ing, and  backed  him  to  fight  Bonny  Hodge, 
the  Brummagem  hardware  man,  who  was  then 
looked  upon  to  be  cock  of  the  ring,  for  twa 
hundred  guineas  a  side.    To  give  the  man  his 
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dae,  Scroggs  behaved  well  enoiq;li  thcoe.  He 
fonght  as  good  a  battle  as  ever  jon  wiflb  to 
see,  for  an  hour  and  ten  minates,  and  gave 
the  hardware  man  such  a  galloi#6  poonding, 
that  he  never  recovered  it,  and  died  aboat 
three  months  after;  bnt  they  conldn^t  bnng 
it  in  manslanghter.  Well,  the  Marquess  was 
so  pleased,  that  he  had  Scroggs  and  all  his 
&mily  down  to  the  Hall,  and  treated  ^em  like 
lords,  out  of  gratitude.  But  then  that  was 
carrying  it,  you  know,  to  a  ridiculous  excess ; 
for,  in  course,  having  such  a  friend,  it  was 
the  man''s  interest  to  do  his  best.  A  good 
many  gentlemen  whose  houses  I  visits  at,  is 
patrons  of  the  ring,  but  none  of  ^em  ever 
admits  the  prize  fighting  fellers  to  their  tables. 
I  suppose,  if  my  lord  wins  the  grand  steeple- 
chase that  ^s  coming  off,  he  ^11  have  his  horse 
Clinker  to  dine  and  lodge  with  him.*" 

"And,  if  he  were  to  do  so,'^  observed  I,  "he 
would  have  a  precedent  in  a  greater  person 
than  himself,  who  made  his  horse  a  magis- 
trate.'' 

Of  this  remark  Mr.  Ruggles  took  no  notice. 
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probably,  because  he  was  not  saffidently  ac* 
qiiaiated  with  classic  history  to  understand  the 
aUnsion.  I  could  not  help  expressing  my  sur^ 
prise  that  Eord  Lancashire  and  his  friends 
should  have  committed  so  many  daring  out- 
rages, and  yet  have  escaped  with  impunity; 
but  Mr.  Ruggles  assured  me  that  it  was  no 
use  opposing  them,  for  the  experiment  had 
been  attempted  and  failed. 

^^It  isn'^t  like,  you  know,  sir,  as  if  it  was 
poor  people,  whoM  have  been  transported^ 
and  sent  to  the  treadmill  twenty  times  over, 
for  the  riots  my  lord  and  them  has  kicked 
up.  But  when  a  man  has  got  a  matter  of 
fifty  thousand  a-year  to  back  un,  it^s  totally 
a  different  thing;  though,  at  the  same  time, 
I  agree  with  you,  they  didn'^t  ought  to  do 
such  things ;  it  certainly  is  coming  it  a  little 
too  strong.  Now  I  ^11  tell  you  a  case  in  pint, 
which  your  mention  of  the  circumstance  just 
put  into  my  head.  There  was  a  lawyer  chap 
from  London,  —  Grimbitch,  or  Grimditch,— 
Grimditch,  I  think  they  called  un,  but  I^m 
bad  at  minding  names  :   however,  this  chap. 
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having  made  his  ibitin,  came  dawn  to  nAm 
npon  an  estate  which  he  bongfat,  coosaeting  of 
a  comfortable  little  house,  and  abont  two  him- 
dred  acree  of  land  dose  to  my  lorf  s  park-gate. 
It  was  reported  down  there,  thai  Orimditdi 
had  bought  the  property  dog-cheap,  beeaose 
nobodj  cared  to  live  at  a  place  where  thers 
was  sach  a.  runmj  neighbour.  The  lawyer, 
however,  he  boasted  that  if  my  lord  and  them 
offered  to  upset  him,  heM  tackle  Vm,  and 
dared  'em  to  try  it  on, — quite  spicy  !  When 
this  noos  was  carried  to  the  Hall,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  upon  that  this  here  lawyer 
should  be  abolished  and  eradicated,  or  summut, 
but  the  meaning  of  it  was,  that  he  was  to 
be  turned  inside  out !  One  was  for  tarring 
and  feathering,  another  was  for  dragging 
through  a  horse-pond, — all  sorts  of  inventions ; 
but  an  Irish  counsellor,  of  the  name  of  Delany, 
what  was  of  the  party,  got  up  and  told  'em 
that  they  reminded  him  of  his  countryman, 
who,  to  spite  a  banker  that  they  had  a  grudge 
against,  got  together  a  lot  of  his  notes  and 
burnt  'em,  by  which  means  the  banker  became 
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a  rich  man.  ^  In  the  same  manner,^  says  he, 
^if  you  set  to  milling  this  pettifogger,  he  ^11 
make  a  good  thing  of  it;  I  shonldn^t  a  bit 
wonder  if  he'had  come  down  here  on  some  snch 
q)ekylation.  Now,^  says  he,  ^  if  so  be  yon  '11 
be  guided  by  me,  I  '11  sell  him  for  a  good  price, 
and  he  shan't  have  the  money.  Damme,' 
says  he,  *bang  him  with  his  own  weapons^ 
that 's  the  headway  of  doing  business  with  such 
a  customer.'  Soon  as  the  words  was  spoken, 
my  lord  rose  up  and  says,  ^  I  seconds  the  mo- 
tion of  my  learned  friend,  and  yote  that  this 
here  concern  be  trusted  entirely  to  him,  and 
I'm  sure  he  will  justify  our  confidence.' 
This  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and  the  coun- 
sellor, who  had  the  gift  of  the  gab,  and  no 
mistake,  made  a  reg'lar  speech,  just  like  a 
book ;  I  can't  mind  it  all,  but  it  was  to  return 
thanks,  and  to  tell  'em  that  he  should  do  all 
as  laid  in  his  power  to  earn  their  good  opinion. 
And  wasn't  he  as  good  as  his  word,  that 's  all  ? 
My  eye  !  Talk  about  niggers  !  what  have 
they  got  to  do  with  all  this  here  poor  devil  of  a 
six-and-eight-penny  had  to  stand  ?    He  was  no 
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match  for  the  oounsellor,  no  more  than  a  rat 
is  for  a  ferret.  It  would  take  me  a  wedc  to 
tell  yon  how  the j  sanred  mi  eat.  Once  they 
eent  mi  a  letter,  in  the  name  of  one  of  his 
former  customers,  a  gentleman  of  fortin  down 
in  Kent,  saying  that  he  was  very  ill,  and  that 
as  his  £Eunily  had  disobliged  him,  he  meant  to 
alter  his  will,  and  begged  him  to  come  imme* 
diately.  So  off  he  sets,  four  posters  all  the 
^ray,  thinking  he  was  going  to  step  into  a 
good  thing,  no  less.  This  was  one  of  the  sells. 
Another  time  they  put  his  death  in  the  papers, 
and  an  advertisement  to  call  his  debts  in.  But 
what  made  me  laugh  more  than  all,  was  a  par- 
cel they  sent  un.  I  can't  mind  half  the  things 
as  was  in  it,  but  such  rubbidge  you  never  saw ; 
dead  cats,  stale  fish,  donkey's  bowels,  buckets 
of  slush,  paving  stones,  to  make  it  'eavy,  all 
the  rakings  and  scrapings  of  hell,  there  was. 
Then  there  was  images  togged  out  in  caps  and 
gowns, — judges  by  George.  Then  come  a 
letter,  and  of  all  the  low-lived  discourses  ever 
I  see,  that  beat  all.  Then  there  was  a  pictur 
worse  than  the  letter.     This  here  parcel,  they 
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had  marked  ^with  care,^  and  sent  up  from 
Bristol.  The  carriage  come  to  two  pmi  ten, 
and  Grimditch  took  it  in,  thinking,  I  suppose, 
from  the  size  and  weight,  that  it  was  valuable 
property.  All  he  could  do,  he  couldn^t  trace 
none  of  these  things  to  the  Hall,  that  is,  to  prove 
it,  you  know,  for,  in  course,  he  knew  perfect- 
ly well  where  they  come  from.  At  last  he  was 
so  exasperated,  that  he  put  a  paragraph  in  the 
couiity  newspaper,  describing  the  whole  history 
of  the  proceedings,  and  pinting,  pretty  plainly, 
to  my  lord  and  the  rest;  though  he  didn^t 
mention  names.  But  the  counsellor's  down 
upon  him  again  like  a  pickaxe.  Soon  as  hie  see 
the  paragrapht,  he  drops  the  editor  a  call ;  and, 
^  Pray,  sir,'  says  he  *'  who  is  the  author  of  this 
here  scandalous  paragrapht,'  says  he.  '  I  must 
beg  to  decline  telling  of  you,'  says  he.  *  Oh  ! 
very  well,'  says  he,  *  then  I  beg  to  give  you 
notice,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Marquess  of 
Lancashire,  and  the  other  gentlemen  insinu- 
ated in  that  paragrapht,  to  bring  a  action  against 
you,  for  defamation  of  character.'  When  he 
heard  that,  the  editor,  to  save  himself,  imme* 
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diately  gave  np  his  friend.  The  conseqaence 
was,  that  the  couiiBellor  brought  Grimbitch  into 
court,  and  drawed  him  for  fifty  pounds  dam- 
ages, which  was  handed  oyer  to  the  po<»  debtors 
in  the  county  gaol.  After  this,  he  was  so  heal 
out  of  his  pace,  that  he  couldn''t  come  again* 
There  he  was,  reglarly  done,  flabbeigasted, 
flummoxed,  and  pasted.  He  told  one  of  our 
people,  that  life  was  a  burden  to  un,  and  damn- 
ed  if  I  didn^t  pretty  nigh  pity  un,  though  he 
was  a  lawyer.  However,  in  a  very  short  time, 
he  made  his  lucky,  sold  the  place,  and  was 
never  heard  of  no  more.*" 

The  conclusion  of  this  anecdote  brought  us 
to  our  destination,  which  we  entered  with  a 
shout  that  effectually  dispersed  the  gentle  slum- 
bers which  had  been  stealing  over  the  senses 
of  the  weary  waiters.  Broiled  bones  and  devils 
were  ordered,  and  shortly  provided,  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  select  party,  already  enu- 
merated. It  would  have  been  difficult  to  decide 
which  flowed  most  freely,  the  champagne,  or 
the  conversation,  but  each  promoted  the  other. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed,  a  bowl  of  bishop 
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was  ordered,  and  a  jng  of  rum  punch,  for  the 
especial  refreshment  of  Mr.  Scroggs,  who  great- 
ly affected  that  beverage. 

If  the  reader  has  indulged  in  any  brilliant 
anticipations  of  this  supper,  he  will,  I  regret  to 
say,  experience  disappointment ;  for,  in  truth, 
I  have  no  very  clear  recollection  of  what  passed, 
and  the  little  that  my  memory  does  retain,  is 
not  of  a  very  edifying  character.  The  evening 
ended  in  a  row,  (quorum  pars  fui,  as  I  am 
adiamed  to  confess,)  which  occasioned  the 
smashing  of  a  policeman,  and  the  ultimate  con- 
signment of  the  whole  party  to  the  watchhouse. 
By  the  newspaper  police  report  of  the  following 
day,  it  appeared  that  six  gentlemen,  who  gave 
ilieir  names.  Smith,  Jones,  Brown,  White, 
Johnson,  and  Williams,  were  severally  fined 
five  shillings  for  being  drunk,  and  five  pounds 
for  the  damage  and  repair  of  a  peace-officer. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Sweeting  and  myself,  impelled  by  the  better 
part  of  Talonr,  had  withdrawn  from  the  wMk 
when  we  found  the  tide  of  victory  tnrtiing  in 
favoar  of  the  ciyil  force.  It  might  be  very 
well  for  noblemen,  and  gentlemen  of  indepen* 
dent  circmnstances  to  brave  the  penalties  of  the 
law,  bat  it  would  not  do  for  persons  in  our 
situation  of  life,  who  had  characters  to  main- 
tain.  Nevertheless,  in  justice  to  my  friend  and 
myself,  lest  any  ill-natured  construction  should 
be  put  upon  our  flight,  I  must  say,  that  we 
did  our  duty  while  we  were  in  action.  Sweet- 
ing rushed  to  the  rescue,  when  Lord  Lan- 
cashire was  sore  pressed  by  three  policemen, 
and  beat  them  off;  and  though,  unfortunately, 
a  similar  opportunity  did  not  present  itself  to 
me  of  signalizing  my  valour,  yet  no  man  could 
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more  yehemenUj  applaud  the  gallantry  of  his 
GompanionB,  and  encourage  their  exertions,  than 
I  did.  The  impetuous  onslaught  of  our  noble 
leader,  the  cool  courage  and  conduct  of  the 
Chicken,  and  the  tremendous  effect  with  which 
the  massiye  form  of  Buggies  bore  down  upon 
our  foes,  were  successively  extolled  by  me ; 
and,  though  my  position  in  the  rear  precluded 
me  from  emulating  their  achievements,  I  can 
safely  say,  that  not  a  particle  of  envy  on  that 
account,  found  admission  to  my  breast. 

The  next  day,  my  versatUe  friend  was  at  his 
post,  all  dimpled  smiles,  as  usual,  and  looking 
as  if  he  had  not  a  thought  beyond  silks  and 
satins.  He  exhibited  no  signs  of  the  preceding 
night^s  debauch,  save  the  mark  of  Lord  Lan- 
cashire's fist  upon  his  upper  lip,  and,  as  the 
cut  was  gracefiilly  covered  by  a  longitudinal 
piece  of  court-plaster,  it  passed  for  a  slip  of 
the  razor,  and  added  to,  rather  than  detracted 
from,  the  interest  of  his  countenance. 

As  I  became  more  habituated  to  the  society 
of  this  person,  my  distrust  of  him  gradually 
wore  away.    The   laxity  of  his  morals,   he 
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made  Utile  or  no  attompt  to  conceal,  but  he 
eeoned  at  bottom  to  be  a  good  iidlow,  and, 
tbongb  he  cxHiadered  flats  to  be  the  fSeur  pf^ 
of  men  of  talonti  yet  he  often  dedared,  with 
^i^pKmgMij  that  no  conaidenitifm  wonid  ever  ia- 
dnoe  him  to  ^  hand  otbt**  his  pal,  or  his  private 
friend,  and  his  oondoct  in  his  proliBSBional  ci^ia- 
dtj,  and  in  his  rdatioii  to  Mr.  Coventry  Star 
plelon,  seemed  to  prove  that  he  acted  on  this 
principle.  Of  his  leal  for  the  interests  of  the 
employers  upon  whom,  ostenably,  his  livelihood 
depended,  I  have  given  a  curious  instance  in 
the  last  diapter  but  one ;  and  I  believe  him 
to  have  been  equally  vroithy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  other  paity  with  whom  he  was  con- 
nected. 

Mr.  Sweeting  had  a  mother  and  two  sisteiSi 
resident  in  the  neigfaboortiood  of  the  Regent^s 
Paric,  touching  whom,  his  brother  shopmen  de- 
lighted to  retail  some  very  scandalous  aneo- 
dotes.  To  these  ladies,  after  we  had  been 
some  time  on  terms  of  intimacy,  my  friend 
offered  to  introduce  me,  and  intimated  in  so 
doing,  that  he  was  conferring  upon  me  a  par- 
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ticular  mark  of  fayonr.  I  assured  him  that 
I  appreciated  it  as  such,  and  gladly  availed 
mjself  of  the  flattering  distinction. 

The  style  in  which  these  people  lived  was 
80  far  above  their  apparent  condition  in  life, 
that  it  seemed  to  countenance  the  reports  which 
prevailed  respecting  their  moral  character. 
The  manners,  education,  and  accomplishments 
of  the  young  ladies,  were  little,  if  at  all,  below 
the  average  of  provincial  fashion.  Their  con- 
versation was  refined  and  elegant,  but  the  so- 
ciety at  their  house  at  once  explained  their 
position  and  pursuits.  Titular  matrons,  actresses 
of  unfaded  charms,  but  tarnished  reputations, 
damsels  highly  dressed,  or  barely  dressed  at 
all,  with  brilliant  complexions  and  eloquent 
eyes,  officers  of  the  Guards,  booby  youths,  and 
middle-aged  men  about  town ;  such  was  the 
description  of  the  society, -^  pleasant,  gentle 
reader,  but  wrong. 

Miss  Sweeting  was  a  tall,  commanding  figure, 
finely  proportioned,  and  arrived  at  full  matu- 
rity. She  sang  superbly,  and  swept  the  strings 
of  the  harp  with  the  majestic  grace  of  a  Py- 


ttaien^  :  teibeHiy  tiweeoond  Mter,  wtko/^mf^ 
pearacl  to  be  soHie  jmm  fceangmt^'  .wtm  imn 
diffinretti  style.  Her  figure  wae  nMJlflrJod 
Biore  delieete,  with  •  soft,  hmgwiaaaf^aitigmmi 
koge,  dedc»  lunuione  qree». '  The  yimi^rtiiH 
fiir  the  meet  part,  gatheced  nmnd  Miai  Swuti 
4^g,  while  tiie  giey-hBired  reii&  devoted  ^hea^ 
selyes  to  leabella.  "c- 

Lord  Begxneld  Lofty  was  the  moet  ptooid^ 
neat  of  the  admiren  of  Teresa.  He  aevetf 
quitted  her  side  while  she  phtjed  and  mmgf 
and,  when  others  engaged  her  attention,  he 
would  stand  staring  at  her,  until  his  goggle 
eyes  showed  somethi^  Uke  feeling  and  intelli- 
genoe.  The  lady,  perfectly  aware  of  her  in* 
fluence,  managed  him  with  great  skill,  keepiii^ 
him  off  and  on,  sometimes  flattering  his  lovey 
and  anon,  exdting  lus  jealousy.  From  the 
first  evening  I  saw  them  together,  I  suspected 
her  of  de^  designs ;  fcnr  why  should  die  take 
so  much  trouble  about  a  temporary  cimqaeBt  ? 
Others  viewed  the  matter  in  the  same  hght;' 
as  was  manifest  from  certain  nods,  winks,  and* 
shrugs.    In  hd,  it  soon  wore  such  an  appear* 
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aaoe  of  probability,  that  the  sp<Mrtiiig  mat 
who  frequented  the  hoiu»e  began  to  lay  out 
money  upon  it,  the  highent  odds  being  three 
to  two  against  Miss  Sweeting  becoming  Lady 
B^finald  Lofty  before  the  expirati<m  o{  six 
months ;  eyen,  on  that  event,  against  Lord 
Jersey  winning  the  Derby  ;  and  only  ten  to 
one,  about  the  double  event.  One  very  sport- 
ing bet  was  made,  of  a  thousand  pounds  to 
a  pony,  about  Miss  Sweeting  being  Duchess 
of  Oosport,  to  which  title  Lord  Reginald  was 
presumptive  heir,  and  the  eldest  brother  was 
supposed  to  be  consumptive. 

Business  was  doing  at  these  prices,  when 
a  rumour  arose  that  the  odds  had  been  taken 
for  Sweeting  to  a  large  amount,  and  that 
Coventry  Stapleton,  (who  was  supposed  to  be 
a  confidential  friend  of  the  lady,)  stood  in. 
On  inquiry,  there  seemed  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  report  was  well-founded.  Such 
a  proceeding,  by  parties  so  closely  connected 
with  the  stable,  as  it  were,  caused,  of  course, 
a  great  revolution  in  the  odds.  It  was  as- 
serted, in  some  quarters,  that  a  secret  marriage 
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had  already  taken  place.  Be  tbat  as  it  maj, 
the  event  was  now  backed  at  three  to  one, 
(takers  shy,)  and  several  peoj^  hedged  their 
money.  Others,  however,  who  eonactered  them- 
selves rather  more  awake  than  the  rest  of  ^ 
world,  shook  their  heads,  saoiled  mysterionslj, 
and  would  make  no  alteration  in  their  books. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Lord    Reginald    Loftt,    notwithstanding 
the  caution  of  his  friend,  the  Marqness  of  Lan- 
cashire, continued  to  repose  his  confidence  in 
Mr.  Sweeting,  who  seemed  every  day  to  gain 
more  influence  over  him.    This  yornig  man, 
he  it  observed,  independently  of  his  contii^nt 
prospects,  had  an  estate  of  some  four  thousand 
per  annum,  which  he  inherited  from  his  mother, 
and  was,  therefore,   a  prize   of  no    ordinary 
magnitude.     His  passion  for  horse-racing  was 
m  an  inverse  ratio  to  his  capacity  for  that 
fecondite  pursuit;    and,  upon  the  whole,  his 
iiitelligence  and  acumen  were  somewhat  below 
par.     The  possible  alliance  between  his  sister 
and  this  young  nobleman  was  a  sulgect.too 
delicate  for  Sweeting  to  touch  upon,  nor  did 
I  ever  hear  him  make  the  slightest  'allusion 
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to  it,  but  mj  own  penetiation  sufficed  to  dis- 
coTer  that  it  was  the  object  nearest  his  heart ; 
whether  from  the  ambition  of  aggrandizing  his 
fiunQj,  or  the  view  of  getting  his  lordship 
more  absolutely  within  his  power  and  control, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  saj.  With  this  ulterior 
object,  no  doubt,  he  flattered  the  lordling  with 
delusiye  noti<His  of  lus  skill  in  betting,  and 
allowed  him  to  win  several  sums,  which,  had 
he  been  anly  a  casual  customer,  would  never 
have  found  their  way  into  his  pocket. 

For  my  own  part,  I  had  been  so  much 
accustomed  to  see  and  hear  of  men  much  wiser 
and  more  experienced  than  Lord  Reginald 
Lofty,  committing  such  follies,  that  I  thought 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Sweeting  a  matter 
hardly  out  of  the  probable  course  of  things. 
I  endeavoured,  therefore,  to  recommend  myself 
to  the  young  lady^s  good  graces,  on  the  prin* 
ciple,  that  it  is  always  desirable  to  make  friends, 
especially  with  people  who  are  likely  to  rise 
in  the  worid.  Who  knew,  I  once  argued  with 
myself,  in  an  idle  reverie,  that  I  might  not, 
some  time,  occupy  a  high  post  in  the  house- 
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hold  of  his  Grace  of  Oosport  ?  nay,  be  num- 
bered among  his  chaplains,  and  hold  one  of 
the  nnmerons  fat  livings  in  his  gift  ?  for  I  had 
often  entertained  serious  thoughts  of  taking 
orders.  And  let  not  the  reader  smile  at  such 
fantasies.  Men  who  have  drawn  their  first 
breath  in  St.  Giles%  have  expired  at  Lambeth 
and  Whitehall ;  and  a  little  «(m«  lieutenant  of 
artillery,  whose  day-dreams  once  soared  to 
the  sovereignty  of  Jerusalem,  lived  to  sway 
the  sceptre  of  half  the  civilized  world  ! 

Musing  upon  these  things,  a  suggestion  oc- 
curred to  me,  upon  which,  after  due  delibera* 
tion,  I  resolved  to  act ;  a  proceeding  which 
may,  perhaps,  give  rise  to  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion among  my  readers,  some  of  whom  will 
be  disposed  to  think  it  much  to  my  credit, 
while  others  will  regard  it  as  savouring  of 
treachery  and  breach  of  friendship.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  then,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
advantages  which  might  redound  to  myself 
firom  the  imion  of  Miss  Sweeting  with  Lord 
Reginald,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  one  who  had 
eaten  the  bread  of  noble  families,  not  to  pro-. 
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mote,  nay,  to  do  mxyilamg  m  hid  pc^cr  to 
present,  saeh  a  m^saUiancei  I  embraced,  tken* 
fare,  the  magnammom  resoIatioB  of  iraiti^ 
up<m  his  Grace  the  Doke  of  Gkieport,  and 
acqnaintii^  him  with  the  miafortune  whidi 
was  Hkely  to  be&U  his  son ;  and,  in  the  eveat 
of  my  beii^  the  means  of  saving  a  member 
of  an  illustrioas  house  from  contamination,  I 
was  content  to  trast  to  their  generosity  to  is* 
demnify  me  for  any  selfish  sacrifices  which  I 
might  have  made  in  firostrating  a  consammation 
so  much  to  be  deprecated.  And  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  censure 
my  conduct  in  this  matter,  that  I  distinctly  de- 
clined the  confidence  of  Mr.  Sweeting  in  any  of 
his  gambling  speculations,  intending  to  hold  my* 
self  a  free  agent ;  and,  acc<^ingly,  I  had  re- 
ceived no  intimation  from  himself  of  this  matri- 
monial scheme,  nor  had  I  any  positive  know- 
ledge of  its  existence.  I  went  only  upon  public 
rumour  and  my  own  observation. 

Some  persons  would  have  been  daunted  by 
the  dijBBiculty  of  getting  access  to  such  a  great 
man,  and  his  attention  to  such  a  story,  coming 
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from  an  obscure  and,  almost,  anonymous  quar- 
ter ;  but  I  was  none  of  those.  Having  made 
up  my  mind  to  see  the  Duke,  I  never  enter- 
tained a  doubt  of  being  able  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject, and  very  little  that  I  should  succeed  in 
alarming  his  fears« 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

My  first  step  was,  according  to  my  costpm, 
to  collect  information  respecting  the  character 
and  habits  of  his  Grace.  The  acoonnts  which 
I  received  of  him  were,  at  first  blnsh,  rather 
formidable.  He  was  eyerjwhere  represented  as 
a  very  weak  and  yerj  proud  man.  He  had 
some  time  since  prevented  the  marriage  of  this 
very  son  with  the  object  of  his  choice,  a  bean- 
tifnl  and  amiable  girl,  on  account  of  some  flaw 
in  her  family  shield ;  and  had  forced  his  only 
daughter  into  the  arms  of  a  disagreeable  old 
fellow  of  pedigree  who  wanted  an  heir;  in 
consequence  of  which,  soon  after  the  birth  of 
the  said  heir,  the  marchioness,  (for  such  was 
her  rank,)  entered  into  a  base  and  criminal 
commerce  with,  and  was  ultimately  united  to, 
an  agreeable  young  fellow,  whose  name,  how- 
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ever,  was  Dot  to  be  found  in  the  aristocratic 
pages  of  Messrs.  Collins  and  Debrett.  His 
eldest  son  remained  in  single  wretchedness  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five,  because  his  father  had 
not  yet  found  among  those  young  ladies  who 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  bloom  and  beauty  to 
sickness  and  deformity,  for  the  sake  of  rank 
and  riches,  one  of  sufficient  length  of  lineage 
to  mate  with  the  heir  of  the  house  of  Lofty. 

Any  diffidence,  therefore,  which  I  might 
have  felt  in  approaching  a  personage  of  such 
magnitude,  was  overcome  by  the  idea  of  the 
valpe  of  the  service  I  was  about  to  render 
him—- a  service  which  he  would  no  doubt 
consider  analogous,  if  not  equal  to,  that  of  a 
hero  or  statesman,  who,  by  some  extraordinary 
act  of  patriotic  valour  or  wisdom,  has  saved 
his  country. 

I  repaired,  therefore,  straightway  to  his 
Grace^s  man^on,  which  was  enclosed  from  the 
vulgar  gaze  by  a  high  wall  or  screen  surrounding 
the  court-yard,  and  requested  the  porter  to 
cause  it  to  be  made  known  to  the  Duke  thai 
a  person  wished  to  speak  to  him  on  impor* 
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Wad  to  CmI, 
I  mi^  tefl  mj  Iibmim  to  In,  »d 
ny  |Wi  f  imitoiiljf  aeaBUi^  to  o^  flo^  Ml 

DOW  WffCtnMCB  9m  con&tBfAy 

fli  tke  one  tutte  to  m  pbee  which  it  Is  Ml 

Tboi^lh  at  fint  Bomcfwhat  AioooentM  at  hob 
rehai^  I  soon  regnied  waj  adf-prnfinn,  6e^ig 
that  Id  my  eagemeas  to  arrire  at  mj  point, 
I  had  not  gone  to  work  with  aofficieat  dr- 
cnmspeciioo.  M v  next  ttep,  therefore,  was 
to  address  a  respeetfial  letter  to  his  Grace, 
soliciting  an  interriew,  as  I  had  something 
to  commmiicate  fit  only  for  his  prirate  car, 
and  offerbg  to  giTe  him  aatisfoctioii,  sboold 
he  think  proper  to  require  the  same,  prenooaij 
to  granting  my  request,  as  to  the  reepeetabiEtT 
of  my  character.  In  answer  to  this,  I  leceived 
the  next  day  a  noto  6om  his  Grace^s  secretary, 
informing  me  that  his  Grace  conM  not  tluak 
of  reoeiying  a  person  of  whom  he  knew  no- 
thing, and  that  he,  the  secretaiy,  was  ready 
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to  receive  my  commnnioation  either  peisonally 
or  by  letter.  This  also  I  reftued,  and  preseed 
for  an  audience  of  the  Duke  himself;  in  eon* 
sequence  of  which,  I  leaned^  (some  years  af- 
terwards,) that  his  Orace  was  in  great  per» 
torbation,  and  even  apprehended  that  I  had 
a  design  npon  his  person.  Men,  he  said,  in 
his  station,  were  liable  to  secret  foes,  and  oonid 
not  be  too  cautious.  Besides,  he  had  lately 
in  his  place  in  parliament  passed  some  severe 
strictures  on  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  knew  but  some  profligate 
citizen  of  the  Union,  possibly  with  the  con- 
nivance <^  the  President,  might  be  lymg  in 
wait  for  him  ?  Nay,  in  these  democratic  days, 
some  political  club  might  have  secretly  planned 
the  removal  of  such  a  staunch  and  formidable 
enemy  to  their  revolutionary  designs — a  leading 
member  of  the  aristocratic  order,  and  one  of  the 
]Hllar8  of  the  monarchy.  Tn  fact,  his  Grace 
worked  himself  into  such  a  panic,  that  he  sent 
for  the  chief  magistrate  of  police,  laid  my  letter 
before  him,  and  asked  his  advice.  Upon  the 
whole  circumstances,  however,  the  magistrate 


MM  of  opiakMi  that  noTioIenoe  ims  iitoided, 
but  that  mm^  attaoipt  at  lAipositiaii  iras  cotf- 
templated,  and  adviaed  ^tlart  the  letter  ^wnttt 
should  be  grantcKl  an  andieaee,  his  penoa 
hwkg  previoiisly  wnrtitiited  by  an  expeaesned 
office  q(  the  estaUishineBt,  who  fibould  Jie 
stattoned  wltUp  call  darii^  the  interaew*  la 
eonformity  with  this  opinion,  it  aeemad*  I  was 
summoned  to  wait  upon  his  Once  at  a  d^r 
and  hour  i^»pointed. 

Utterly  innocent  of  all  these  alarms  and 
precautions,  I  attended  punctually  to  his  Oraoe^8 
order,  and  after  having  answered  a  few  mys- 
terious, irrelevant,  and  utterly  unintelligible 
questions  put  by  a  respectable  man,  who  did 
not  seem,  however,  to  belong  to  the  household, 
I  was  kept  waiting  in  an  antechamber  about 
ten  minutes,  and  then  ushered  into  the  fHresence 
of  the  great  man  himself.  I  found  him  seated 
behind  a  huge  library-table,  his  flank  protected 
by  a  bookcase,  and  his  rear  by  the  wall. 

When  I  had  advanced  a  few  paces  into  the 
room,  the  Duke  signified  by  a  hasty  motion 
of  his  hand,  that  I  was  not  to  approach  nearer. 
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I  made  a  profirand  obeisance)  and  his  OiMie 
honoured  me  with  an  attentive  examination 
of  my  features  before  he  qK>ke.  He  then 
amnged  himsdf  in  his  seat,  deared  his  throat-, 
and  after  what  might  be  supposed  to  be  the 
fiuhion  of  a  minister  of  state  examining  a  sus- 
pected state  criminal,  addressed  me  as  follows. 

<*  Young  man,^  said  he,  referring  to  a  paper 
which  lay  on  the  table  before  him,  ^^yoinr 
name,  I  believe,  is  Samuel  Wiggin,  or  Wig»- 
gins?" 

*^  Simon  Wiggins,  my  Lord  Duke,**^  answer^ 
edL 

^^  Simon  f^  repeated  the  Duke,  with  some 
surprise.  "  I  understood  that  your  name  was 
Samuel ;  I  understood  that  you  gave  that  name 
to  the  person  who  interrogated  you  before  you 
were  brought  into  this  room.  Are  you  sure, 
sir,  that  your  name  is  Simon  ?  Are  you  quite 
sure  that  it  is  not  Samuel  P^** 

^^  Quite  positive,  please  your  Grace,^^  was 
my  reply. 

"  A  very  extraordinary  discrepancy,^  mut- 
tered his  Orace  ;  then  consulting  another  paper, 
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**  I  peroMve^'^  said  hei  **  thai  in  the  letter 
that  you  thought  proper  to  addi«88  to  me^  you 
sign  yoursdf  only  *  S.  Wiggins.'*  Now  S^  siay 
denote  rather  Samuel  or  Simon.  /  ahatt.  cm- 
front  you,  rfr,  wiik  Mr.  Dobba*"** 

I  remained  unmoved  at  this  intimation,  aa4 
his  Oraoe  ringing  a  smaU  hand-bell,  oidcir^ 
tiie  servant,  who  answered  the  smiimons,  to 
call  Mr.  Dobbs,  who  forthwith  attended,  and 
turned  out,  as  I  had  expected,  to  be  the  person 
who  had  questioned  me,  before  I  was  intio- 
duced  to  the  presence  chamber. 

"  Mr.  Dobbs,''  said  his  Grace,  *'  what  is 
this  person'^s  name  ?^ 

*'  Samuel  Wiggins,  my  Lord  Duke.*" 

'^  He  has  just  declared,^  said  his  Grace, 
with  a  severe  glance  at  me,  **  that  hip  ehris- 
tian  name  is  SimonJ*'^ 

^^  Simony  I  meant,  my  Liord  Duke,^  said 
the  police-officer,  (for  such  he  was,)  taking  the 
word  out  of  his  Grace^s  mouth,  ^^  now  I  think 
of  it,  the  young  man  did  say  Simon.^ 

^^  Then,  or,  how  came  you  to  report  to  me 
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that  hid  name  Was  Samuel?^  demanded  the 
Duke,  witti  gom^  heat. 

••  I  'm  very  sony,  my  Lord,  it  was  my 
mistake ;  but  it  *8  no  oonseqnenee,  yonr  Orace.*^ 

**  No  consequence !  ^  echoed  the  Duke  of 
Oosport  and  Newhaven,  Marquess  and  Earl  of 
Tilbury,  Vicount  Lofty  and  a  baronet.  **  No 
consequence !  ^  cried  the  great  man,  with  a 
look  which  ought  to  have  calcinated  the  au- 
dacious policeman.  ^^  Do  you  presume  to  tell 
me  that  it  is  no  consequence  to  mislead^— and-» 
and — deceive-^ and — and^-and-«  conftise  me 
by  false  information  ?  Your  superior  shall 
hear  of  this,  sir,  your  chief  shall  bear  of  this. 
You  may  withdraw; 

Mr.  Dobbs  bowed,  and  turned  on  his  heel; 
cocking  his  eye  at  me  as  he  left  the  room. 
The  incensed  magnate,  as  soon  as  he  had  re- 
covered his  equanimity,  turned  to  me,  and  with 
grave  politeness  apologized  for  having  treated 
me  with,  in  this  instance,  unfounded  suspicion  ; 
he  then  proceeded  to  examine  me  touching 
my  kindred,  my  habits,  my  profession  or  call- 
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avow  «ny  mtention  of  sayhig  aiiTthmg  which 
mity.be  paiofiil  or  unpleasant  to  your  feelings.^ 
Yoa  may  J  poaaibly,  be  a  very  re^eetaUe  per->. 
son,  according  to  your  station  in  life,—!  sxy 
nothing  against  that :  bnt  what  I  do  say  is 
this,  —  what  Mr.  Kmon  Wiggins  can  have  to 
say  which  it  imports  the  Duke  .of  Ooqport  to 
know— I  haye  yet  to  leam.^ 

And  as  be  thus  spoke,  ihe  noble  Duke  threw 
himself  back  in  his  chair,  and  half  closed  his  eyes, 
with  the  air  of  a  man  who  was  accustomed  to 
public  speaking.  In  fact,  like  many  others, 
who  are  unencumbered  with  a  multiplicity  of 
ideas,  his  Grace  had  a  great  flow  of  words, 
which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  turning  on  in 
a  certain  august  assembly,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  cabinet  minist0rs,  clerks,  report^ 
ers,  &c.  who  were  obliged  to  abide  the  in- 
fliction. 

I  was  so  much  piqued  and  disgusted  by  all 
this  folly  and  impertinence,  that  I  felt  more 
than  half  disposed  to  abandon  my  design,  as 
I  heartily  repented  having  undertaken  it.  But 
a  few  moments   consideration  determined  me 
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to  persevere^  «8  I  still  expected,  wlien  my 
intelligenoe  (of  which  the  Duke  had  evid^tlj 
no  cooceptioii,)  dionld  be  zerealed,  that  the 
¥8lae  of  my  serYioes  would  be  acknowledged. 
I  proceeded,  therefore,  to  open  the  important 
secret,  and  in  a  style  whioh  I  thought  woold 
propitiate  him. 

''My  Lord  Dnke,""  said  I,  ^yomr  Once 
may  be  assured  that  I  shoold  not  have  pre- 
snmed  to  intrude  myself  upon  your  attention 
in  any  concern  of  a  trifling  nature.  Nothing 
but  the  natural  interest  which  every  true  Eng- 
lishman must  feel  in  the  honour  of  an  iBas- 
trious  house,  should  have  prompted  me  to  this 
step.  My  Lord  Duke,  the  matter  upon  which 
I  have  to  speak,  relates  to  a  noble  member  of 
your  Orace^s  family.** 

The  Duke  elevated  his  eyebrows.  ''To 
whom,  sir,  and  to  what  do  you  refer  !**  said 
he,  slowly  and  with  impressive  dignity. 

"  To  the  Lord  Reginald  Lofty,  may  it  pl^tse 
your  Grace,  and  to  his  lordship*s  reported 
marriage.** 

^'  Marriage  !**  ezdaimed  the  Duke,  half  ris- 
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iug  from    hifl    chair ;    *^  what  do  yxm  mean, 
man?^ 

"  I  mean,  my  Lord  Duke,**  answered  I  firm* 
ly,  "to  draw,  yonr  Grace's  attention  to  a  ru- 
mour, wluch  has  probably  not  reached  your 
Grace's  ears,  but  which  I  haye  personal  oppor^ 
tunities  of  knowing  is  not  to  be  treated  with 
contempt.  There  is  eyery  reason  to  snBpect, 
my  Lord  Duke,  that  your  second  son  is  about 
to  contract  an  alliance  with  a  lady  not  only 
fiir  beneath  his  l(»rdship's  station,  but  of  ques- 
tioned reputation.** 

Tlie  Duke  fixed  his  eyes  steadfastly  upon 
me  for  nearly  a  minute,  drew  two  or  three 
hard  breaths,  and  then  deliyered  himself. 

'*  If  it  were  possible,**  said  be,  *^  to  jest  upon 
such  a  subject,  I  should  think  you  were  sent  here 
to  insult  me.  Upon  what  grounds,  sir,  do  you 
make  such  a  statement  as  that  which  vou  haye 
just  now  made ;  from  what  facts  and  inferences, 
sir,  do  you  feel  warranted  in  coming  to  the 
odndusion,  that  my  son,  and  the  heir  presump- 
tiye  to  the  titles  and  estates  of  which  I  am 
the  present  possessor,  contemplates  a  matrimo- 
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iuqoiiy  on  tke  subject.  But  weighing  yopr 
unsupported  story  against  the  probability  of  a 
member  of  the  house  of  Lofty  being  capaUe 
of  such  an  act  as  that>  of  which  you  impute 
to  him  the  contemplation  —  weighing,  I  say, 
the  one  against  the  otherj  yon  will  not  feel 
surprised  or  aggrieved,  when  I  tell  you,  that 
my  impression  is  totally  adverse  to  the  truth 
of  your  statement  I  firmly  believe  it  will  be 
found  upon  investigation,  that  you  and  your 
associates,  either  firom  an  incapacity  to  com- 
prehend the  habits  and  modes  of  thinking  and 
acting  of  your  superiors ;  or  fit>m  that  levelling 
principle  unhappily  so  prevalent  in  these  days, 
which  leads  the  lower  orders  to  depreciate  and 
calumniate  the  upper  classes;  or  from  some 
other  motive,  which  I  will  not  pretend  to  divine ; 
either  that  you  have  altogether  invented  this 
specious  tale,  or  that  you  have  put  this  serious 
and  preposierous  construction  upon  one  of  those 
casual  and  temporary  alliances  with  females  of 
inferior  condition  in  life,  (and  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  by  any  means  as  defending 
the  practice,)  which  young,  men  of  Lord  B^gir 
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nald  Lofty^s  rank  and  £uihioil  are  Bome^nes 
tempted  to  fonn :  I  feel  botrnd,-  therefoie,  Mr. 
Simon  Wiggins,  in  justice  and  eftodooi^  to  jUU 
yon  that  I  give  no  ci^edence  to  your  story; 
bat  if^  contrary  to  all  probability^  it  should 
prove  to  b^  w^  founded,  yon  wiU  of  coone 
receive  such  an  acknowledgm^it,  as  ybar  laud- 
able zeal  for  the  honour  of  an  illustrious  house 
may  seem  to  deserve.  Sir,  I  wish  you  a  good 
morning;' 

So  saying,  his  Grace  made  me  a  stiff  bow,  m 
token  that  the  interview  was  at  an   end.      I 
bowed  in  return,  and  was  meditating  some  re- 
marks in  answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  his 
Orace,  when  he  rung  the  bell,  and  I  was  ushered 
out  of  the  room,  internally,  nay,  almost  audi- 
bly cursing  my  own  impertinent    interference, 
and  the  egregious  pride  and  folly  of  the  ridi- 
culous, stilted  mortal  whose  presence  I  had  left. 
This  proceeding  was  just  of  a  piece  with  my 
Quixotic    attempt   to    reform   Mr.    Fosberry's 
household,  and  received,  and  perhaps  deserved, 
the  same  fate.      In  this  instance,  I  had  one 
consolation,  however,  that  if  I  had  taken  no- 
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thing,  I  should  lose  nothing  by  my  motion, 
having  obtained  the  Duke^s  promise  to  keep 
my  secret,  which  was  perfectly  safe  in  his  cus- 
tody ;  for,  with  all  his.  foibles,  everybody  con- 
ceded to  his  Ghrace  the  character  of  a  scru- 
pulously veracious  and  chivalrously  honour- 
able man. 


ISO 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

Notwithstanding  that  I  gave  up  all  hopes 
of  any  benefit  accroing  to  the  illustrious  house 
of  Lofty,  or  to  my  own  peculiar,  from  my 
well-meant  attempt  in  their  behalf,  a  natural 
curiosity  prompted  me  to  make  inquiry  respect- 
ing the  course  which  the  sagacious  Duke  had 
thought  proper  to  take  in  consequence  of  my 
information.  The  result  of  my  inquiri^  was 
tantamount  to  what  I  had  expected.  It  seem- 
ed that  his  Grrace,  feeling  himself  withheld 
by  a  scruple  of  pride  and  delicacy  from  re- 
quiring of  his  son  a  direct  denial  of  charges, 
commg  from  a  quarter  so  obscure  and  mean, 
had  communicated  my  statement  to  a  friend, 
and  requested  him  to  hint  the  matter  to  Lord 
Reginald,  with  strict  injunctions,  howeyer,  not 
to  let  his  lordship  for  a  moment  suppose  that 


^ITZ-WI0«1MS.  131 

his  father  required  from  him  any  formal  denial 
of  the  report,  still  less  any  particulars  relatiye 
to  the  lady,  or  his  connection  with  her,  if  such 
a  connection  existed.  The  slightest  expression 
of  contempt  for  the  idle  calunmy  would  be 
perfectly  satisfiMstoty  to  hinL  The  friend  who 
ondertook  this  errand  was  a  man  of  sense,  and 
having  himself  heard  rumours  wfaidi  seemed 
40  corroborate  my  story,  so  fiur  exceeded  his 
instroctioDB  as  to  reqai^  from  the  youth  his 
word  of  honour  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
manying  without  his  fiither^s  consent.  This 
Lord  Reginald  not  only  gave  without  hesita- 
tion, but  even  confirmed  it — very  unnecessarily 
in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman,  who,  like  his 
jwincipal,  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  honour-^ 
with  sereral  oaths  and  imprecations.  Nay, 
more,  he  reviled  the  lady  particularly  alluded 
to  in  very  gross  terms,  coupling  her  name 
with  epithets,  in  which  there  might  have  been 
more  of  truth  than  there  was  of  politeness. 
This,  however,  was  entirely  satisfactory  to 
the  friend,  who  made  such  a  report  to  the 
Duke,  as  completely  set  his  Grace^s  mind  at 
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from  my  thoughts,  when  I  became  interested, 
and  to  a  far  greater  extent,  in  another  of  a 
nmilar  description.  Bat  this  requires  a  little 
preliminaiy  explanation.  The  reader,  then,  will 
be  pleased  to  recollect  that  the  establishment 
of  which  I  was  a  servant,  consisted  of  two 
partners*  Mr.  Hntchins,  the  senior  name  in 
the  firm,  was  the  son  and  snccessor  of  the 
founder  of  the  house,  who,  by  the  industry  of 
forty  years,  had  raised  it  from  an  obscure 
business  in  a  back  street,  to  be  a  first-rate  con- 
oem. 

The  young  man  having  evinced  a  propensity 
to  pleasure,  which  did  not  seem  very  likely 
to  forward  what,  in  the  cid  gentleman^s  eyes, 
appeared  to  be  the  first  object,  and  perhaps 
the  only  rational  pursuit,  of  life,  namely,  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  had  bequeathed  the 
property  to  his  son,  under  certain  restrictions, 
Uie  principal  of  which*  was,  that  only  a  portion, 
and  that  a  very  small  one,  should  be  withdrawn 
from  trade  until  after  the  expiration  of  a  cer- 
tain period,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  a  moiety 
of  the  whole. 
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man  into  partnership)  and  retired  firom  the 
actire  management  of  the  busineBs  to  an  ele- 
gant villa  at  Wimbledon;  yonng  master  was 
sent  to  Oxford,  and  miss  was  consigned  to  a 
fiishionaUe  seminary  for  young  ladies.  This 
change  took  place  abont  five  years  before  I 
entered  the  establishment,  and.  at  that  period^ 
Mr.  Frederiok  Hntchins  had  jost  returned 
from  college,  with  a  great  knowledge  of  coats 
and  cravats,  horses  and  high-life;  and  Miss 
Aimeria  had  been  turned  out  of  the  Jinishing 
institution  with  about  the  same  amount  of 
moral  and  intellectual  accomplishments  which 
young  ladies  usually  carry  away  from  such 
places. 

Mr.  Hooper,  the  junior  partner,  was  about 
axty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  promo- 
tion,'and  though  not  possessed  <^  the  brilliant 
qualities  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Sweeting,  he 
had  some  solid  merits  which  frequently  answer 
the  same  purpose. 

EiBtering  as  an  errand  boy  into  the  esta- 
blishment, he  had  been  advanced  for  his  industry 
and   good    conduct,  and   acquired  the  entire 
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eonfidenoe  of  old  Mr.  HoteUifeB,  who,  beflides 
two  thousand  pounds,  abeokttdy  beqneilked 
him  the  contingent  revenion  of  ihe  bulk  it 
his  property,  in  case  of  hiH  son  eotomilMog 
any  breach  of  the  conditions  nnder  vihiA  he 
was  to  inherit  it.  He  devdved  also^  to  dto 
integrity  of  Mr.  Ho<^per,  the  sole  gvaidbittbip 
of  the  person  and  the  pecuniary  inteicsis  rf 
that  son  dnring  his  minorily,  wfaidli  was  ^Mt 
to  expire  nntil  his  twenty-fifdi  year.  So  weD 
did  he  justify  the  confid^ioe  of  his  patreo, 
that  when  he  rendered  the  accoonts  of  his 
trost  after  three  years^  management,  the  profits 
of  the  estate  were  fomid  to  haTe  increased 
considerably  on  the  average  of  the  same  pre- 
ceding period.  His  salutary  influence  OTcr  the 
youth  and  inexperience  <^  his  principal  cen- 
tinned  until  the  marriage  of  the  latter,  when 
his  wife,  jealous  of  the  control  whidi  he 
exercised  oyer  h^  spouse,  jNrgudiced  him 
against  that  trusty  friend  aUd  servant,  who 
was  not  restored  to  &vour  until  Mrs.  Hutdims, 
who  knew  his  value,  and  was  not  fod  enough 
to  indulge  her  jealous  feelings  to  the  deteimoit 
of  her  husband^s  interests,  reconmiended  that 


FITZ-WIG0IN8.  1S7 

ht  should  be  taken  into  partnerahip,  r  when 
thejr  were  about  to  take  their  Icarian  flight 
into  the  regions  of  high  life. 

At  the  time,  then,  when  I  entered  the  hooaet 
Mr.  Hooper  waa  its  efficient  head;  Mr. 
HntdiinSy  indeed,  wonld  drive  up  in  his  til- 
bnry  onoe  a  week,  on  pretence  of  doing  Im- 
ainesa;  but  the  junior  partner  really  directed 
the  whole  concern.  Mr.  Hooper,  nnlike  his 
eolleagne,  lived  among  his  equals,  and  in  a 
style  becoming  this  condition  of  a  substantial 
tradesman.  I  was  sometimes  admitted  to  hia 
taUe,  at  which  Sweeting  was  a  frequent  and 
fiEtvoured  guest.  This  man,  who  possessed  in 
a  remarkable  degree  the  talent  of  adapting 
himself  to  his  company,  had  recomm^ded 
himself  to  the  good  graces  of  Mr.  Hooper, 
by  his  activity  and  address  in  business;  and 
though  his  employer  regretted  that  he  was 
somewhat  addicted;  to  gaiety,  but  doubted  not 
tiiat  this  foible  would  be  cured  by  time,  in 
which  case,  he  was  wont  to  predict  that 
Sweeting  would  rise  to  great  eminence  in  the 
mercantile  community,  —  he  had  not  the  re* 
niotest  idea  of  the  radical  profligacy  of  his 
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foreman ;  for  it  was  said  that  a  ^[rowing  at- 
tachment between  this  person  and  his  only 
daughter,  was  observed  and  legsrded  by  Mr. 
Hooper  with  no  unfriendly  eye.  Knowing  my 
friend  Sweeting's  calculating  character,  I 
thought  it  higtily  probable  that  be  looked 
upon  the  only  child  of  a  man  like  Hooper, 
who  was  supposed,  independently  of  his  share 
in  the  honse,  to  have  a  few  thooflsnds  in  the 
fiinds,  to  be  no  bod  speculation.  The  acci- 
dental attributes  of  beauty,  amiability,  and 
good    sense,   which   this   young   lady   likew'ise 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

At  Mr.  Hooper^s  house,  I  sometimes  met 
my  kind  friends  Tibbetts  and  bis  consort ;  and 
these,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional 
Sondaj  dinner  in  Doughty  Street,  were  the 
only  opportunities  I  had  of  intercourse  with 
them.  Lady  Tott  and  Mr.  Hooper  were  old 
friends,  and  in  introducing  me  to  him,  I  found 
that  she  had  not  entered  into  any  particulars 
of  my  history,  merely  describing  me  as  a  per- 
son long  known  and  highly  esteemed  by  her 
husband,  and  though  unfortunate  and  impru- 
dent in  earlier  life,  yet  possessed  of  capabilities 
to  make  a  figure,  if  duly  encouraged  and  ju- 
diciously patronized.  Mr.  Hooper  was  satisfied 
with  this  character,  and  neither  to  my  friends 
nor  to  myself  did  he  ever  make  any  inquiries 
as  to  the  circumstances  of  my  past  life  over 
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which  it  was  wished  to  cast  a  veil.  He  re- 
ceived me  irom  the  Bret  into  his  family  circle, 
invited  me  more  frequcDlly  when  he  knew  me 
better,  kindly  commended  my  Bervic«8,  and  with 
the  cliarity  of  a  man  who  had  ever  been  him- 
self irreproachable,  declared,  not  directly  to  me, 
but  to  others,  throng'h  whom  his  sentimentB 
would  reach  me,  that  he  never  conadered  for- 
mer errors  of  themeelyes  any  disqualification  for 
subsequent  credit  and  confidence.  Had  my 
youth  been  committed  to  a  Hooper  instead  of 
B   Smallcombe,   my  career   had   probably  been 
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iMlyastage  of  bis*  hoi^itality  in  paying  my  ii4r 
dyesBes  to  Im  daagliteE»  for  whom  I  was  in 
no  req>ect  a  match ;  but  on  mentioninf  these 
seroples  one  day,  when  dining  with  my  dty 
SaeniB^  they  treated  them  yery  lightly,  assuring 
me,  that  the  principal  requisites  to  which  Mr 
Hooper  would  look  in  the  hushand  of  his  dau^ 
ter,  would  be  character .  and  industry*  They 
had  heard  him  «ay  so  a  hundred  times,  and^ 
therefore,  urged  me  strongly  to  prefer  my  clatm. 
I  ol^ected  the  presumption  of  a  shojnnan  lifting 
up  his  eyes  to  his  master^s  daughter  and  heiress, 
and  such  a  diarming,  superior  creature !  but 
Lady  Tott  still  laughed  at  my  diffidence. 

**AI1  stuff  and  nonsense  !^  said  she:  ffl 
suppose  Mary  Hooper  is  but  flesh  and  blood, 
like  other  people.  And  as  to  your  inequality, 
what ^s  that  got  to  do  with  it?  Look  at  me 
and  Tibbetts.  The  liking,  I  tell  you,  does 
away  with  all  that  difference*^ 

Mr. .  Tibbetts  cordially  supported  these  sen- 
timents. '  **  How  should  I  ever  have  got  my 
bdy,  there,''  argued  he,  *•  if  I  had  stood  shitty- 
shally;  and  you  don't  mean  to  compare  your 
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girl  to  her,  I  sappoee,  no  more  than  I  mtaa  to 
call  myself  such  a  topping  nob  as  you*  Damme, 
old  comrade,  (excuse  me  for  swearing,  my 
dear  little  darling,)  I  wieli  jon  joy  of  your 
look-ont,  vniix  all  my  heart  and  aoul. .  Here's 
a  bumper  to  jrour  success.^  He  suited  the 
action  to  the  word,  and,  rising  from  his  chair, 
shook  hands  with  me  across  the  tabk.  ^^fitick 
up  to  her,  as  my  lady  says^  aad  so  say  I. 
Faint  heart  never  won  fior  lady.  Once  yoo 
marry  Miss  Hooper,  you  know,  there  you  are 
landed  ;  and  dash  my  wig !  if  I  think  you  need 
envy  nobody,  hardly  even  me, — Need  he,  my 
sweet  little  duck  ?'*''  And  in  the  joy  of  his  heart, 
the  amorous  Tibbetts  commenced  a  dalliance 
with  his  amiable  lady,  who,  however,  promptly 
repulsed  his  ill-timed  caresses. 

"  I  wonder,  Tibbetts,''  said  she,  "  you  can 
make  such  a  hass  of  yourself,  before  the  young 
man,  and  all.     Keep  off,  will  ye  P'' 

"  Why,  chucky,"  answered  her  lively  lord, 
who  was  always  very  affectionate  in  his  cups, 
"you  know  you're  my  little  pet,  you  know 
you  are." 
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*^  I  know  your  a  fool,  so  let  ^s  have  no  more 
of  it ;  or  I  '11  hit  you,  'pon  my  life  I  will.'' 

Mr.  TibbettB  obeyed  with  a  kngoishing  leer 
and  a  sentimental  sigh,  and  Lady  Tott,  after 
apologizing  to  me  for  her  husband's  ridiculous 
behaviour,  resumed  the  discussion  of  my  affairs, 
and  gave  me  so  much  encouragement  to  pro- 
secute my  suit  with  Miss  Hooper,  that  I  went 
home  that  evening  with  a  gayer  heart  than  I 
had  known  for  many,  many  years. 
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Thebb  wbb  cm  poiniy  tfaoogli,  periiaps,  of 
minor  conadention,  vpoa  ^rkiohr  wtj  bkmiM 
failed  in  allajing  my  doubts  and  apprdienaont. 
As  I  became  more  interested  in  the  £Eivonrable 
opinion  of  Miss  Hooper,  the  assiduities  of  Sweet- 
ing in  the  same  quarter  gave  me  verj  deep 
concern.  Though  I  fimcied  that  th^  young 
ladj  showed  a  marked  preference  for  my  con- 
versation, I  had  many  anxious  moments  on 
this  account.  The  personal  advantages  of  the 
foreman,  his  insinuating  manners,  the  gaiety 
and  confidence  of  his  address,  would  have  made 
even  a  less  modest  person  than  myself  feel 
nervous  as  to  his  ultimate  success  against  such 
competition.  The  reflection  from  which  I  de- 
rived most  comfort  was,  that,  notwithstanding 
a  good  start,  he  did  not  seem  to  have  made 


FITZ-WIGOINS.  155 

the  progress  that  might  have  been  expected, 
and  I  hoped  that,  in  this  instance,  he  would 
be  beat  by  his  overweening  confidence.  I  some- 
times thought,  as  I  narrowly  watched  the  man- 
ner and  countenance  of  Miss  Hooper  when 
Sweeting  was  talking  to  her,  that  she  betrayed 
symptoms  of  disgust  at  his  msolent  attentions^ 
and  that  she  conducted  herself  towards  him  with 
a  resemre  which  I  had  not  noticed  in  the  com-' 
mebcement  of  my  acquaintance  with  her.  But 
woman  is  a  yariable  and  unintelligible  cretir 
ture.  A  sudden  gust  of  caprice  will,  in  a  mo* 
ment,  scatter  to  the  winds  a  lorer^s  long  che- 
rished hopes.  Nay,  die  will  frequently  lavish 
smiles  and  honeyed  words  upon  an  indifferent 
object,  and,  by  her  coldness  and  contempt,  chill 
the  very  man  upon  whom  her  hearths  warmest 
affections  are  fixed.  In  a  word,  reader,  I  was 
desperately  in  love  ;  an  avowal,  which  will  supef^ 
sede  the  necessity  of  many  more  such  profound 
remarks  as  the  foregoing,  and,  probably,  convey 
to  his,  or  her  mind,  a  much  clearer  idea  of  the 
itate  of  mine,  than  any  description,  however 
elaborate,  could  impact. 
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Mr.  Swecii^  Umadf  nfemai  to  enistain 
mo  soqpicHm  that  I  was  Hkdj  to  aoppbat  or 
mal  him  in  the  wSod&mm  of  IGbb  Hooper. 
Whether  he  dioagfat  that  those  affections  were 
securely  at  his  romnwmd,  or  that  I  had  no 
chance  against  his  talents  and  aooonplidunents, 
certain  it  is,  that  he  betrayed  no  imeaitnpiT 
when  I  engaged  the  attentioQ  of  that  yoong 
hdy,  nor  in  any  way  showed  the  dightwit 
jealousy  <^  or  diminntaon  of  finendtdiqi  tor  me. 
Nay,  he  went  so  &r  as  to  own  to  me  in  con- 
fidence, that  he  had  Tiews  of  a  matriuKMiial 
nature  in  that  direction,  bat  was  uncertain  whe- 
ther he  shonld  cany  them  into  effect.  Though 
proToked  at  his  insolence,  I  did  not  feel  quite 
comfortable  living  on  tenns  of  intimacy  with  s 
man  towards  whom  I  oonld  not  bat  feel  that 
I  was  playing  a  somewhat  treacherous  part. 
Batwhat  was  I  to  do  ?  The  candid  and  manly 
coarse  woald,  no  doabt,  have  been  openly  to 
declare  myself  his  rival;  for,  in  fisict,  he  bad 
no  claims  apon  my  forbearance ;  bat,  as  I  had 
not  moral  courage  to  do  this,  I  took  every 
precaution  to  conceal  my  design  &om  lus  ob- 
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servatioD.  On  this  account,  I  did  violence  to 
my  inclinations  by  still  occasionally  accompany- 
ihg  him  to  those  haunts  of  dissipation  which 
he  firequented,  lest  my  entire  absence  firom 
them,  after  having  frequently  visited  them  in 
his  society,  should  awaken  his  suspicion.  I 
had  never  heartily  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
such  extravagant  scenes  as  I  have  attempted 
to  describe  in  a  former  chapter,  but,  now  that 
my  mind  was  occupied  by  better  things,  they 
were  absolutely  disgustful  to  me.  It  was  with 
exceeding  repugnance,  therefore,  that,  after  a 
delightful  evening  at  Mr.  Hooper'^s,  during  which 
I  had  all  but  made  a  declaration  to  my  beloved 
Mary,  I  found  myself  involved  in  one  of  my 
Lord  Lancashire's  parties  for  the  ensuing  day. 
It  was  to  be  a  dinner  given  to  him  by  a  nu- 
merous party  of  his  friends  and  admirers,  and 
as  Sweeting  now  professed  himself  one  of  these, 
he  made  a  point  of  my  attendance,  as,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  very  illiberal  remarks  upon  his 
lordship,  which  had  recently  appeared  in  the 
public  prints,  they  were  anxious  to  muster  as 
strong  as  possible,  to  vindicate  the  freedom. 
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of  a  British  peer  against  the  scandaloiu  attacks 
of  the  press. 

The  dinner  was  at  the  Alhion,  and  was  fiir- 
niehed,  regardless  of  expense,  With  all  the  de- 
licacies of  the  season.  Upwards  of  thirty  sat 
down  to  table.  Mr.  Scrogge,  (the  HampsbJra 
Chicken,)  was  in  the  chair,  supported  on  hia 
right  hj  the  Afar<|ues8  of  Lancaafaire,  and  un 
his  left  by  the  Lord  Reginald  Lofty.  After 
the  cloth  was  removed,  the  ChairmaD  nwe  to 
propose  the  health  of  his  Majesty,  whieh  woa 
succeeded  by  the  usnal   routine   of  loval  and 
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of  your  kind  support  in  the  task  which  I  ^ave 
ondertaken,-— it  is  one  which  fiur  exceeds  my 
hnmble  abilities^— -though  it  requires  no  power- 
iul  heleganoe  to  recommend  to  yon  the  toast 
which  I  am  about  to  propose.  Oim^men,  I 
am  about  to  propose  to  you  a  toast  which 
requires  no  pre-fiu^.  (Hear,  hear !)  Gim^men, 
charge  your  glasses.  Are  yon  changed  ? 
Oim^men,  the  toast  which  I  am  'bout  to  pro- 
pose, is  the  'ealth  of  our  hillustrious  guest,  the 
Marquess  of  Lancashire*  Nine  times  nine ! 
Hip— hip — hip — hur-rah  I'" 

The  cheering  lasted  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  after  it  had  subsided,  a  shout  was 
raised  ibr  **  one  dieer  more,^  which  lasted  abou( 
five  minutes.  There  was  then  a  dead  fiilence, 
and  all  eyes  were  directed  towards  Lord  Lan- 
'eashire,  who  was  no  sooner  observed  to  be 
rising  from  his  seat,  than  the  applause  again 
Inroke  out,  and  lasted  about  ten  minutes.  His 
lordship  was,  at  length,  permitted  to  address 
the  company,  which  he  did  to  the  following 
effect. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel  very  much  obliged  by 
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the  kindness  with  which  you  hare  reoeiYed  the 
mention  of  my  name.  Bat  as  I  dooH  pretend 
to  have  much  of  the  gift  of  the  gab,  (great 
LsLUghter,)  you  must  not  expect  any  jaw ;  I 
leave  that  to  my  friend  here,  (pointing  to  tiie 
counsellor,)  whose  trade  it  is.  (Roars  of  laugh- 
ter.) He  wOl  not,  I  am  sore,  feel  oCended 
at  my  remark.  (Hear,  hear!  from  Mr.  De- 
lany.)  Gentlemen,  yon  are  aware  that  my 
conduct,  and  the  conduct  of  a  great  many  gen- 
tlemen and  friends  whom  I  see  around  me,  on 
this  occasion,  has  been  commented  on,  in  the 
most  unwarrantable  manner,  by  a  portion  of  the 
public  press  of  this  metropolis.  (Loud  cries  of 
hear  !)  Gentlemen,  we  are  charged  with  bdng 
systematic  violators  of  the  public  peace,  —  with 
being  a  nuisance  to  society, — with  celebrating 
our  drunken  orgies, — drunken  orgies,  gentle- 
men! (Sensation.)  Now,  gentlemen,  I  think 
I  shall  speak  the  unanimous  sentiments  of  all 
of  you,  (hear,  hear,  hear  !)  all  your  unanimous 
sentiments,  as  well  as  my  own,  in  throwing 
back  these  false  and  calumnious  imputations 
with  the  utmost  scorn  and  contempt  upon  their 
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vile  authors.  (Great  cheering.)  Oentlemen, 
I  regard  this  as  a  flagrant  attack  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.  (Hear,  hear,  hear  !) 
Oentlemen,  I  am  no  poEtician,  but  as  an  Eng- 
lishman, (cheers,)  as  half  an  Irishman,  (hear, 
hear !  from  Mr.  Delany,)  and  as  connected 
also  with  Scotland,  (hear  !  firom  Mr.  Sweeting,) 
in  short,  as  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, and  one  of  the  hereditary  guardians  of 
the  constitution,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  enter 
my  humble  protest  against  this  insidious  attack 
on  free-bom  Britons — this  unprovoked  invasion 
of  the  sanctity  of  private  life."" 

The  noble  Marquess  sat  down  amidst  loud 
and  long-continued  dieering.  When  this  had 
subsided,  his  lordship  again  rose,  to  propose 
the  health  of  the  Chairman,  upon  whose  pro- 
fessional character  and  private,  virtues  he  pass- 
ed a  high  eulogy ;  happily  contrasting  his  fiur, 
open,  straightforward  style  of  hitting,  with  the 
cowardly,  skulking  assailant,  who  aims  his  en- 
venomed shafts  from  behind  a  bush,  an  allusion 
which  drew  down  great  applause.  His  lordship 
took  that  opportunity,  to  announce  that  his 
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friend  challeDged  all  Eng^d,  for  from  two  to 
three  hundred  guineas  a  side,  and  that  his 
money  was  ready  any  time,  at  the  Hde  in  the 
WaU. 

The  toast  was  honoured  with  great  enthor 
siasm,  and  the  Chairman  rose  to  retom  thanks^ 
under  the  influence  of  strong  emotion,  after 
struggling  with  which  for  some  moments,  he 
expressed,  in  simple  language,  his  gratitude  to 
the  company  and  his  noble  patron,  whose  flat«> 
tering  encomiums  he  returned  in  kind.  He  de» 
dared,  also,  his  hearty  concurrence  in  the  severe 
strictures  which  the  noble  Marquess  had  passed 
on  the  literary  war&re  which  had  been  com- 
menced against  them.  He  then  entered  into 
some  details  relatiye  to  the  challenge  which 
Lord  Lancashire  had  announced,  and  con- 
duded  by  proposing  the  healtH  of  his  noble 
friend.  Lord  Reginald  Lofty,  which  was  drunk 
with  all  the  honours,  and  his  lordship  retuined 
thanks  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech.  After 
two  or  three  more  healths  had  been  given,  senti- 
ments were  toasted,  to  one  of  which,  namdy, 
^'  Confusion  to  all  spies,^  my  Lord  of  Lancashire, 
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who  was  by  this  time  ^^  pretty  forward,^  as 
Mr.  Ruggles  termed  it,  but  as  I  should  have 
said,  exceedingly  dnmk,  rose,  and  maintaining 
a  perpendicular  position  with  great  difficulty, 
ddivered  himself  to  this  effect. 

'<Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  I  must 
Bfolagiie  for  agai^  obtruding  myself  upon  your 
notice.  (Cries  of  no,  no !)  Well,  then,  I  won^t 
apoliigize  -*-  but  I  am  anxious  to  say  a  few 
iplnords.  Gentlemen,  information  has  just  been 
conveyed  to  me  that  a  person  connected  with 
the  public  press — a  reporter,  in  short,  has  sur 
>— sur-HSuireptitiously  found  his  way  into  this 
room,  no  doubt  with  some  evil  intent.^  (Who 
is  he  ?  who  is  he  ?  turn  him  out !  firom  several 
voices.)  ^^  Gentlemen,  let  us  do  nothing  rashly ; 
let  us  act  with  decorum  and  delibe— liberation. 
Gentlemen,  this  son  of  a — sherdog — I  don^t 
wish  to  be  coarse,  (hear,  hear !)  but  I  cannot 
de —-designate  Mm  by  any  other  epithet,  I 
have  reason  to  suspect,  has  been  taking  notes. 
(Great  confusion.)  Yes,  gentlemen,  taking 
notes  of  our  proceedings  in  this  room^  with 
a  view  of  showing  us  up  in  to-morrow's  news- 
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paper.  OenUemen,  will  yon  stand  this  state 
of  things?^  (No,  no,  no,  from  all  parts  of 
the  room.)  ^  I  thank  yon,  I  was  sore  you 
wonld  respond  to  my  appeal. — ^Thia  is  the 
prondest  day  of  my  life. — Gentlemen,  before 
I  proceed  fiurther,  I  beg  leave  to  move  that  the 
door  be  locked,  and  the  key  deposited  with 
the  Chair.'' 

This  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and 
of  conrse  immediately  acted  npon.  The  noUe 
lord  then  resumed. 

^*'  I  think,  gentlemen,  yon  will  agree  with 
me,  that  a  signal  example  should  be  made  of 
this  rash  iDtruder.  I  do  not  say  that  he  should 
be  actually  doubled  up,  but  I  submit  that  he 
ought  to  be  spiflicated.'' 

This  suggestion  was  received  with  loud  ap- 
plause, and  all  eyes  were  turned  upon  a  visage, 
which,  at  the  first  allusion  to  this  matter,  had 
grown  deadly  pale,  and  had  now  assumed  a 
yellow  hue.  Such  a  terror-stricken  counteuance 
could  belong  only  to  the  unhappy  subject  ci 
this  denunciation.  He  did  not  attempt  to 
deny  himself,  but  starting  up  in  deq>exation, 


FITZ-WIGGINS.  145 

seirod  a  knife  with  one  hand,  and  snatchmg 
up  the  key  which  lay  on  the  table  with  the 
other,  made  towards  the  door,  swearing  a 
solemn  oath  that  he  would  plunge  the  weapon 
into  the  vitals  of  anybody  who  obstructed  his 
progress.  Lord  Lancashire  instantly  sprang 
towards  him,  but  was  dragged  back  by  his 
friends,  and  at  the  moment,  the  reporter  had 
a  chance  of  making  good  his  escape,  when  the 
Chairman,  undeterred  by  the  brandished  knife, 
ooolly  stepped  up  and  knocked  him  down.  The 
poor  man  lustily  bawled  out  murder!  but  his 
Tocal  powers  were  immediately  stopped  by  the  in- 
sertion of  a  napkin  into  his  mouth,  and  a  reso- 
lute threat  that  something  still  more  unpalatable 
shotdd  be  substituted,  if  he  attempted  to  make 
a  noise.  The  debate  as  to  the  disposal  of  their 
victim  was  then  resumed,  and  I  listened  to  it 
with  great  interest,  as  I  really  was  seriously 
apprehensive  for  his  fate,  considering  the  pre- 
sent frame  of  mind  of  his  judges.  I  would  have 
remonstrated,  had  I  not  doubted  that  my  in- 
terference would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
Some  very  brutal  punishments  were  proposed, 
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and  received  with  more  or  ItfB  ^^nlMtnn ; 
but  Mr.  Deiany,  whose  pnfenktDsI  pnideoee 
was  Dol  iiulte  drowned  in  Um  li^oor  wiu(^  he 
bad  swallowed,  strongly  diiBaftded  his  fiwids 
against  any  violence,  and  |ioativ«ly  reftised  (0 
coDCOT  in  anything  of  tfa«  Brat,  as  it  wouM 
most  assuredly  invtjre  tbem  all  ta  very  wrioos 
legal  penalties.  This  opinioD  of  the  coonsel- 
lor's  bad  conadeiable  weight  with  mo^  of  the 
party,  though  Laiicaahii«,  and  tb«  mon  daring 
ipiiiu,  murmored  at  it  as  ptuillaniiDoiis.  AAcx 
a  len^hened  and  very  noisy  disensEJoii,  it  wag, 
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Laacashire  House  for  the  conyenience  of 
hunting  drags,  at  night,  through  the  streets  of 
London.  The  gentleman  of  the  press  hearing 
this,  could  no  longer  restrain  himself,  but  pro- 
tested. Mis  viribusy  against  the  soheme,  alter- 
nately threatening  his  persecutors  with  the  ut- 
most rigour  of  the  law,  and  imploring  their 
mevcy,  for  nothing  could  persuade  him  that  he 
diould  not  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the  ferocious 
dogs.  His  menaces,  entreaties,  and  alarms, 
had  no  other  effect  than  to  cause  shouts  of 
lamghter,  in  the  midst  of  which.  Lord  Lan- 
cadiire  despatched  one  of  the  company  for 
the  beagles,  with  directions  where  to  take 
them.  Hackney-coaches  were  then  called,  into 
one  of  which  they  deposited  their  game,  whose 
appeid  to  the  waiters  to  rescue  him  as  he  was 
conveyed  out  of  the  house  were  utterly^  dis- 
regarded by  those  fellows,  who  seemed  greatly 
to  enjoy  the  sport.  Lord  Lancashire  was  ac- 
companied by  about  a  dozen  of  his  friends  on 
this  extraordinary  hunting  expedition,  the  rest 
of  the  dinner  party  going  a  different  way,  pro- 
bably from  not  being  sportsmen,  or  from  being 
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apprehenffive  of  the  consequenoes  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. I  joined  the  hnnters,  because  I  ooukl 
not  reconcile  it  to  my  conscience  to  leave  the 
poor  man  in  the  hands  of  these  reckless  mad- 
caps; for  though  he  deserved  a  ducking,  or  a 
horsewhipping,  I  doubted  whether  the  course 
about  to  be  taken  with  him,  was  consisient 
with  the  resolution  that  had  been  canied 
against  dangerous  personal  violence.  I  should 
have  observed  before,  that  the  man  had  beea 
recognized  bj  one  of  the  company  as  a  scribbler, 
who  was  supposed  chiefly  to  gain  a  livelihood 
by  eaves-dropping  for  a  scandalous  Sunday 
print;  and  it  proved,  upon  inquiry,  that  he 
had  gained  admission  to  the  party  through 
the  introduction  of  a  waiter,  who  had  been 
induced  to  let  bim  have  a  ticket,  on  his  repre- 
sentation that  he  was  a  friend  of  Lord  has^ 
cashire^s. 

It  had  been  arranged  that  the  hounds  should 
meet  us  at  King^s  Cross,  where  we  found  them; 
and  dismissing  the  coaches  there,  we  proceeded 
without  any  attempt  at  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  spy,  who  was  dumb  with  terror,  to  a 
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secluded  spot  at  the  western  extremity  of  Pen* 
tonviUe.  There  the  Marquess  proceeded  to  ani* 
seed  the  chase,  but  he  did  it  in  such  a  bungling 
manner,  that  Mr.  Delany  interposed. 

«*  My  dear  friend,''  said  he,  **  I  protest,  as 
you  know,  against  this  proceeding  altogether^ 
and  I  wash  my  hands  of  the  consequences. 
But  if  the  thing  is  to  be  done,  sure  it 's  as 
well  to  do  it  properly^  and  the  way  you  're 
going  to  work,  Marquess,  dear,  will  neyer 
do  it  at  all.'' 

**  Damn  it,  then,"  said  the  Marquess,  handing 
his  friend  the  perfrune,  ^^  manage  it  all  your 
own  way ;  nobody  can  do  it  better." 

The  learned  gentleman  then  took  the  poor 
creature  in  hand  and  carefully  impregnated  his 
shoes,  stockings,  and  the  extremity  of  his  trou- 
sers with  the  scent;  and  having  solemnly 
warned  him,  under  penalty  of  death,  to  make 
no  alarm  in  his  progress,  consoled  him  with  the 
assurance  that  he  should  haye  fSEur  play,  and 
that  if  his  wind  and  bottom  were  good,  or  if 
he  knew  of  any  earth  in  the  neighbourhood, 
he  might  very  possibly  make  his  escape  with- 
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ont  damage.  No  sooner  was  he  libent«il,  than 
he  set  off  at  full  speed,  patting  his  nose  ia 
the  directiou  of  Paddington ;  and  in  lees  tbaa 
five  minutes,  he  was  out  of  sight. 

"  Gone  awaj  !"  shouted  the  coonBellor,  and 
laid  on  \m  hounds,  who  imntediateljr  owned  it, 
and  carried  it  down  Wiocheater  Street  into  the 
New  Road,  where  they  got  apon  better  terms 
with  liim,  and  wo  had  n  capital  buret  up  to 
Eufitou  Square.  Here,  however,  they  overran 
it,  aud  were  cast  back  with  great  promptitude 
by  Mr.  Dclany.     This  check  lot  in  the   field, 
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huntsman,  Mr.  D^Aicy  and  myself  only  being 
up,  and  we  shonld  haye  been  left  behind,  had 
we  not  jumped  into  two  cabs  whicdi  hi^pened 
to  be  left  on  a  stand  which  we  ran  by.  Mr. 
Delany  proceeded  to  cast  round  the  rubbish, 
in  spite  of  the  Marquesses  opinion  that  he  had 
g&ne  on. 

*^  He  ^8  here  now,  I  ^U  pound  it,^  said  the 
huntsman,  and  scarcely  had  he  uttered  the 
words,  when  D'Arcy  roared  "  tally-ho  I^^  and 
the  varmint  was  viewed  bolting  from  the  other 
end  of  the  stuff.  Away  then  we  went  down 
Huntley  Street,  crossing  Francis  Street,  through 
Chenies  Street,  and  across  Tottenham  Court 
Road,  where  we  got  a  holloa  from  a  hackney- 
coachman  just  when  we  needed  it,  for  the  scent 
was  getting  bad.  Here  we  got  into  another 
cramped  country  of  lanes  and  dUies,  but  the 
little  hounds  worked  admirably,  and  at  length 
we  viewed  him  dead  beat,  getting  over  a  wall 
about  four  feet  high,  at  the  back  of  a  small 
house. 

*^  Yoi  over !  ^  cried  Lancashire,  lashing  the 
cab-horse  to  full  speed  down  a  flight  of  steps 
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out  of  a  court.  Over  went  the  gallant  little 
pack,  and  the  Marquess  was,  I  yerily  beliere, 
about  to  put  the  cab  at  the  wall,  when  Deknj, 
who  was  just  coming  up  firom  a  different  direc- 
tion, perceiring  his  purpose,  screamed  out, 

'^  Hold  hard !  you  H  smash  the  hounds  f  ^ 

Hearing  this,  he  pulled  up  short,  and  jxmip- 
ing  out  of  the  yehicle,  sprung  oyer  the  wall, 
followed  by  D^Arcy,  the  huntsman,  and  my- 
self. 

"  Who— hoop  to  ground  !*"  shouted  Delany, 
seeing  the  dogs  baying  furiously  at  a  closed 
door ;  *'  Tally-ho,  tally-ho,  tally-ho  !  —  who- 
hoop  !  tally —  ally —  ally —  ally —  ally —  ho  !  ^ 
finishing  with  a  scream  after  the  fashion  of 
Mr.  Osbaldiston  as  it  is  immortalized  by  Nim- 
rod. 

"  The  best  thing  I  ever  saw,  by  Jupiter,^ 
said  my  lord,  taking  off  his  hat,  and  pulling 
out  his  watch,  "  thirty -five  minutes  with  only 
two  trifling  checks.     Who-hoop  I'" 

"  Capital,^  said  the  huntsman,  "  and  now 
the  sooner  we  mizzle  the  better; — ^here,  avoy 
hounds,  avoy  hounds  !  avoy,  avoy  !  ^ 


FITZ-WIG6INS* 


153 


The  pack  followed  him  oyer  the  wall,  and 
into  the  cab,  which  immediately  droye  off  at 
a  quick  pace.  Lord  Lancashire  and  his  friend 
jnmped  into  the  other  cab,  and  droye  off,  I 
haying  declmed  their  obliging  offer  to  make 
room  for  me. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

After  this  scene,  I  determined  never  again 
to  seek  the  dangerous  honour  of  Lord  Lanca- 
shire's society.  Even  in  my  wildest  days,  his 
lordship^s  pace  was  a  great  deal  faster  than  I 
thought  safe  or  agreeable,  and  now,  when  I 
had  80  strong  a  motive  to  cultivate  respect- 
ability, it  was  more  than  ever  expedient  for 
a  person  in  my  station  of  life  to  shun  such 
companions.  Brawling  in  taverns,  worrying 
pettifoggers,  and  hunting  gentlemen  of  the 
press,  might  be  very  pretty  amusement  for 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  independent  for- 
tune, but  was  quite  unbecoming  people  who 
had  their  bread  to  get. 

I  at  once  told  Sweeting  my  resolution,  in 
the  propriety  of  which  he  fuUy  concurred,  and 
intimated  that  he  himself  could  hardly  find 
character  for  such  scenes. 
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*<  Old  Hooper,^  said  he,  *'  is  a  good-natured 
fellow,  and  does  not  think  the  worse  of  a  diap 
for  liking  a  spree  now  and  then,  though  he 
himself  has  always  been  slow  as  a  top.  But 
I  know  if  he  was  to  hear  of  our  constantly 
associating  with  lords  and  swells,  he  woold 
think  we  were  going  to  the  deyil-^and  then, 
you  know,  it  wonld  very  soon  be  walker  widi 
ns.  So  I  yote  we  cnt  Lancashire  and  his 
lot  forthwith.  By  the  by,  I  must  really  speak 
seriously  to  Lofty  about  it  too;  he  oughtn't 
to  be .  so  much  with  Lancashire  now ;  that 
sort  of  thing's  all  yery  well  for  a  young  fellow, 
perhaps;  but  when  a  man  comes  to  take  a  wife, 
it  isn't  fisdr,  danm  it.^ 

'^  Do  you  allude  to  Lord  Reginald  ?*"  inquired 
I,  with  surprise  which  was  not  entirely  feigned ; 
^'  I  was  not  aware  that  he  was  married.^ 

Why,  I'll  tell  you,"  returned  Sweeting. 
I  don't  want  to  make  a  mystery  with  you, 
Wiggins,  as,  I  dare  say,  you  must  have  ob- 
served pretty  much  how  things  were  going  on. 
The  &ct  is,  I  overheard  some  observations, 
which  I  didnH  much  like,  respecting  my  sistev 
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and  him,  so  I  just  quietly  asked  my  nob  what 
were  his  intentions?  He  answered,  without 
hesitation,  that  they  were  perfectly  honourable ; 
upon  which  I  said,  then,  my  lord,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  sooner  they  are  carried  into  effect 
the  better;  for  I  haye  reason  to  beliere  the 
world  are  making  rather  free  with  my  sister^s 
character,  in  consequence  of  your  attentions. 
He  declared  he  would  marry  her  to-morrow,  if 
it  wasn'^t  for  his  father ;  but  I,  as  the  brother 
of  the  young  lady,  of  course  could  have  nothing 
to  do  with  that,  you  know ;  my  only  business 
was  to  see  that  the  purity  of  her  maiden  fame 
wasn^t  sullied  by  the  breath  of  slander.  How- 
eyer,  as  I  knew  the  old  Duke,  his  goyemor, 
was  deyilish  high  and  proud,  and  wouIdnH,  pro* 
bably,  think  Teresa  quite  a  match  for  his  son, 
I  consented  that  the  marriage  should  be  priyate, 
and  kept  secret  for  the  present.  Therefore, 
of  course,  I  don''t  wish  it  talked  about,  only  I 
tell  you,  and  a  few  of  my  intimate  friends. 
Lofty  ""s  a  deyilish  good  sort  of  fellow ;  rather 
soft,  but  that  "s  nothing  against  a  married  man, 
when  he  ''s  fitted  with  a  good  wife,  ha !  ha ! 
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Besides,  between  yoa  and  I  and  the  post,  my 
noble  brother-in-law  is  likely  enough  to  be 
his  Grace  the  Dnke  of  Oosport  some  day ;  for 
Tilbury,  the  eldest  brother,  is  as  rotten  as  a 
pear.  60,  upon  the  whole,  the  girl  hasn^t  done 
so  much  amiss,  has  she  ?^ 

<*  I  should  think,^  said  I,  hardly  able  to 
suppress  my  bile,  **^  she  has  done  considerably 
better  than  could  have  been  expected.^ 

**  Why,  yes, — why,  yes, — perhaps  she  has,^ 
said  Sweeting,  scratching,  his  chin  with  the 
coolness  of  a  man  who  was  making  a  calculi- 
-tion.  ^*  I  took  care  to  secure  for  her  fiye 
hundred  pounds  a-year  pin-money,  and  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  jointure,  which,  considering 
that  she  brought  no  tin,  is  as  much*,  perhaps, 
as  one  could  put  in  for.  Some  men,  perhaps, 
would  have  been  harder  to  deal  with,  but,  for 
my  part,  I  prefer  drawing  it  mild,  and  leaving 
something  to  generosity;  but,  as  you  say,  it 
certainly  is  a  good  match,  when  one  considers 
the  prospects.  By  goles  !  I  should  Uke  to  see 
Teresa  a  duchess ;  she  ^d  just  about  do  it  well, 
eh,  Wiggins?'' 
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<*  Humph  !^  said  I,  '<  yery  possibly.^ 

"  Why,  my  good  fellow,'*  proceeded  Sweet- 
ing,  <*the  honour  €i  the  thing  ian^t  00  miidi 
as  you'd  think  for.  Onr  fiomly  is  not  modi 
now,  I  grant  you,  bnt  we  were  very  different 
a  hundred  years  ago.  My  grand&ther  kept 
his  coach  and  four,  and  neyer  thought  that  any 
posterity  of  his  woidd  be  in  trade.  You  neyer 
happened  to  hear  of  the  Sweetings,  of  Somerset- 
shire, I  suppose  ?" 

"  No,  indeed,''  answered  I,  "  though  I  was 
bom  and  bred  on  the  borders  of  that  county." 

"  Ah  f  no,  I  suppose  not,"  said  the  foreman, 
somewhat  disconcerted,  as  I  thought,  '*  the  pro- 
perty was  sold  long  before  your  time.  Let 
me  see, — I  think  the  Davenports  bought  it." 

^'  I  am  not  acquainted  with  such  a  name  in 
Somersetshire ;  though  I  believe  it  is  known 
in  the  north  of  England." 

"  Davenport  —  Davenport  —  then  it  must 
have  been  Pigot." 

"  The  Pigots,"  replied  I,  *^  are  a  very  old 
family  in  the  county  you  have  named,  but  I 
had  always  understood  that  they  had  been  in 
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possession  of  their  property  for  many  genera- 
tions.'*^ 

^^  O  dear,  no  !  bless  your  heart !  I  admit 
they  had  property  before,  but  they  bought  a 
great  deal  of  ours.  Pigots,  oh,  sir,  I  knew 
them  well.  I  was  at  school  with  one  of  the 
sons, — a  little,  puny  fellow, — I  used  to  fight 
his  battles  for  him  and  he  used  to  do  my  syn- 
tax. I,  beii^  the  second  son,  was  intended  for 
the  ohurclu  We  had  a  damned  good  liying 
in  the  &mily,  but  it  went  with  the  rest :  so 
here  I  am,  measuring  ribbon  and  tape;  well, 
never  mind.  What  I  mean  to  say  is,  Wiggins, 
you  know,  that  if  my  sister  does  seem  to  be 
a  little  elevated  above  her  station  in  life,  it  is, 
after  all,  very  little  more  than  what  you  may 
say  she  was  bom  to.  The  girl  has  got  blood 
in  her  veins ;  that 's  what  I  mean.^ 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

On  comparing  notes,  I  found  that  this  tSlj 
lord,  (who  would  desenre  a  hanher  epithet,  if 
his  offences  against  truth  and  honour  were  not 
merged  in  that  extreme  follj  which  is  inconsis- 
tent  with  anything  like  moral  principle,)  had 
united  his  fate  with  that  of  Miss  Teresa  Sweet* 
ing,  within  a  little  week  after  the  conversation 
with  his  father^s  firiend,  in  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  he  not  only  disclaimed,  in  the 
most  positive  language,  any  such  intention,  but 
had  even  gone  out  of  his  way,  to  speak  of  the 
lady  in  terms  of  contumely,  which  gentlemen 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  using  towards  one  of 
the' weaker  sex,  however  vicious  or  degraded. 

The  impatience  of  Lady  Reginald  Lofty  to 
blaze  forth  upon  the  world  in  her  new  honours 
could  not  long  be  restrained,  and  her  trembling 
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lord  was  constrained  to  commonicate  the  eyent 
to  the  Dnke.  Some  said,  that  the  rapidly  de- 
clining health  of  the  Marquis  of  Tilbury  prompt* 
ed  this  precipitate  disclosure ;  but  I  believe  it 
to  have  been  the  fact,  that  the  unfortunate 
&ther  received  on  the  same  day,  the  formal 
report  of  the  medical  gentlemen,  as  to  the 
-hopeless  state  of  his  heir-apparent,  and  the 
announcement  of  the  marriage  of  his  second 
son,  and  heir-presumptive ;  a  calamity,  to  which 
the  death  of  that  son,  and,  virtually,  only  re- 
maining male  representative,  would  have  been 
considered  preferable.  It  was  said,  that  when 
the  probably  approaching  dissolution  of  Lord 
Tilbury  was  broken  to  the  Duke,  he  expressed 
his  resignation  to  the  will  of  Providence,  but 
the  other  piece  of  intelligence  struck  him  speech- 
less, nor  did  he  recover  his  senses  for  some 
hours.  When  restored  to  consciousness,  he 
calmly  examined  the  legal  proofs  of  Lord  Re- 
ginald'8  marriage,  and,  laying  them  aside  with- 
out  a  word  of  comment,  ordered  that  he  should 
be  denied  to  all  visitors.  From  this  -seclusion 
he  did  not  depart  until  after  the  death  of  his 
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eldest  SOD,  trhicli  took  place  shortly  &ft«r.  He 
then  atteoJcd  the  fuueral  rites,  which  were 
celel)iato<l  at  his  ancestral  seat,  with  great  mag- 
niScence,  and  retuniing  to  London,  inunediatelj 
after  their  congiiinmatioa,  he  sommoned  nte  to 
hia  presence.  Of  course,  I  immediately  waited 
upon  Ilia  Grace,  whom  I  ehoold  hardlv  Rgain 
have  recognized,  had  I  casually  seen  him,  al- 
though a  few  weeks  ouly  had  elapsed  since 
my  former  interview  with  him,  so  mnch  was 
his  countenance  wasted  hy  care.  The  maimer 
of  my  reception,    liltewise,   waa  very  different 
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sponsible  authoritj,  I  did  not  give  yonr  state- 
ment the  weight  diat  it  deserved.  Sir  I  have 
wronged  yon ;  wkai  you  said  was  true.'**  Here 
his  Grace  stopped  diort,  straggling  with  his 
feelings.     I  began  to  feel  affected. 

"  Mj  Lewd  Duke— '^ 

^<  Sir,  I  owe  70a  amends  for  having  doubted 
your  reraeity.  I  had  no  right  to  do  so ;  but 
I  had  yet  to  learn,  that  a  member  of  the  house 
of  Lofty,  that  a  son  of  mincy  could  be  guUty 
of  degradation, -«  of  duplicity, -«  of  dishonour. 
Sr,  I  beg  you  to  understand,  that  I  apologize 
to  you  ;  that  I  appreciate  the  service  you  have 
rendered  me.  I  beg  you  will,  at  any  time, 
command  any  interest  in  my  power  to  for- 
ward your  views.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  accept  this  acknowledgment  of 
my  obligation  to  you.^  So  saying,  he  handed 
me  a  Bank  note  for  a  thousand  pounds. 

*^  Hy  Lord  Duke,"^  said  I,  ^'  may  it  please 
your  (}race,  I  have  done  nothing  to  deserve 
this  munificent—-^ 

<*  Sir,^  said  the  Duke,  interrupting  me,  *'  you 
are  not  to  suppose  that  I  should  have  considered 


164  PITZ-WIOOIN8. 

any  pecuniary  reward  an  adequate  return  for 
your  service,  had  I  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  benefited  by  it.  I  only  reque$t  yon  to 
receive  this  trifle  as  a  temporary  token  of  my— 
gratitude.*" 

*^  I  beg  leave  to  offer  yonr  Oraoe  my  most 
humble  and  smcere  thanks,^  answered  I,  bury- 
ing the  note  in  my  fob;  *^but  I  trust  that 
your  Grace  will  not  suppose  that  I  was  actu^ 
ated  by  any  mercenary  motive,  in  approaching 
your  Grace  upon  such  an  errand.*" 

"  Your  motive,  Mr.  Wiggins,'^  replied  his 
Grace  ^^  I  have  nothing  to  do  with.  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  it  was  perfectly  disinter- 
ested ;  my  only  concern  is  to  set  myself  right 
with  you.^ 

"  Please  you,  my  Lord  Duke,**  said  I,  willing 
to  retire  with  a  good  grace,  ^^  may  I  venture, 
with  the  utmost  respect,  to  offer  my  heartfelt 
regrets  that  the  information,  with  which  I  took 
the  liberty  to  approach  your  Ghtice,  was  not 
productive  of  the  good  effects  which  I  wished 
to  result  from  it.'^ 

I  was  proceeding  with  another   elegant  sen- 
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tence,  when  his  Orace  stopped  my  eloquence 
by  a  bow,  significant  of  his  pleasure  that  I 
should  take  my  leave,  which  I  did,  with  a  pro- 
found respect  and  deference,  that  had  not 
marked  the  termination  of  my  former  interview 
with  the  same  exalted  personage. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  unfeigned  sorrow  and 
sympathy,  that,  within  a  month  after  this  cir- 
cumstance, I  read  in  the  public  prints,  that 
the  noble  Duke  had  been  gathered  to  his 
fathers.  The  shock  which  his  son''s  conduct 
had  given  to  his  feelings  of  worldly  pride  and 
personal  honour,  had  been  &tal  to  a  consti- 
tution already  shattered  by  sickness  and  dis- 
appointed ambition. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

It  was  a  betting  day  at  Tatter8BU''8  and  tlie 
yard  was  crowded  when  the  report  of  the  Duke 
of  Gosport^s  death  was  put  in  circulation. 

"  Have  you  heard  the  news?^  cries  one. 
*^  They  say  the  Duke  of  Gosport  died  this 
morning." 

"  What  then  ?""  says  Colonel  Camelfwd,  a 
thorough-going  Newmarket-man :  ^^  he  has  no 
nominations.'^ 

**  By  Jove  !  you  don'^t  mean  that,**  eagerly  ex- 
claimed Sir  Henry  Rivington,  who  was  standing 
by. 

"  A  positive  fact,  I  can  assure  you,  Sir  Henry,'' 
said  another,  "  I  had  it  from  the  best  authority.'' 

*'*'  Hurrah  P  exclaimed  the  Baronet,  and 
hastily  pushed  through  the  crowd. 

'^  Now  what  the  devil ''s    the    meaning  of 
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that  ?^  inqnlred  the  Colonel,  looking  after  Sir 
Henry  with  great  surprise ;  '^  one  would  sup- 
pose he  expected  a  legacy  firom  this  old  Duke.^ 

«<  Bless  you,  Colonel,^^  said  the  man  who 
had  corroborated  the  information  of  the  other, 
*^  doDit  you  know  Jemmy  Sweeting^s  sister,  that 
Coventry  Stapleton  used  to  keep,  is  now 
Duchess,  in  consequence.^ 

The  Colonel  was  still  unenlightened. 

*^  I  believe  it  isn^t  generally  known,^  said 
his  informant,  lowering  his  voice,  **  but  them 
long  odds  that  was  laid  just  before  Spring  meet- 
ing about  this  event  coming  off,  was  booked  for 
Sir  Heniy.  A  thousand  to  ten,  if  you  recollect, 
was  took  about  Sweeting  being  Duchess  of  6os- 
port.  Lord  Reginald'^s  eldest  brother  being  then 
alive,  though  my  lord  he  was  very  spoony  upon 
Sweeting,  and  Hwas  thought  would  marry  her. 
However,  they  say  it  was  all  a  draw  from  the 
first,  for  Sir  Henry,  who  you  know  is  in-and- 
in  with  Jem,  saw  the  marriage  articles  signed 
before  the  odds  was  took.^ 

^^  Damn  the  odds,^  said  Colonel  Camelford, 
impatiently,     ^^  what    has    a    Dolly    being    a 
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Duchess  to  do  with  baanefls.     What  will  you 
lay  me  about  BUnd^s  horse  ?^      . 

Mr.  Coventry  Stapleton^  Sir  Hemy  BiTiiigtoii, 
Mr.  S.  Wiggins,  and  the  fiuir  Teresa  ha»el( 
were,  I  believe,  the  principal  gaiaeis  by  this 
event.  The  former,  (if  report  ii  to  be  cre- 
dited,) got  rid  of  a  connection  of  which  he 
was  tired,  and  touched  a  good  sum  by  Ma 
mistresses  advancement,  which  be  backed  to 
as  great  an  amount  as  he  could  get  on.  The 
Baronet  and  myself  each  sacked  a  cool  thou- 
sand. Mr.  Sweeting,  however,  found  himself 
in  a  very  different  condition  to  what  he  had 
expected  by  this  event  coming  off.  *^  He  was 
handed  over,*"  as  the  sporting-men  phrased  it, 
'*  by  his  own  jockey.^  In  plain  words,  Teresa, 
in  a  very  short  time  after  her  marriage,  sum- 
marily broke  off  all  intercourse  with  her  own 
family,  and  cut  all  her  former  acquaintance. 
She  withdrew  Lord  Reginald  altogether  from 
the  sporting  world,  and  especially  interdicted 
all  communications  with  her  brother,  who  was 
thus  left  completely  "  planted.""  The  new 
Duchess,  finding  that  the  society  from  which 
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she  had  recently  emerged  mig^t  bar  her  im- 
mediate admission  to  the  pure,  unpolluted 
atmosphere  of  fashionable  life  in  this  country, 
determined  on  performing  quarantine  abroad. 

Mr.  Sweeting  was  exceedingly  chagrined  at 
the  fiiilure  of  this  his  fayourite  speculation, 
although  he  talked  largely  in  public  of  his 
sister  the  Duchess,  and  of  his  brother-in-law 
the  Duke,  and  of  his  nephew  **  Tilbury,""—  for 
in  due  time  there  appeared  a  little  stranger 
with  a  legal  claim  to  that  title.  However, 
the  world  saw  no  practical  result  from  all  this, 
and  that,  notwithstanding  his  high  connections, 
he  still  continued  the  same  Jemmy  Sweeting 
that  he  was  before,  still  flourishing  a  yard 
measure,  and  haunting  second-rate  hells  and 
billiard-rooms.  I  exceedingly  regretted  the  dis- 
appointment of  his  hopes,  for  he  now  prosecuted 
with  double  assiduity  his  designs  upon  Miss 
Hooper, — a  pursuit  which  he  would  probably 
have  abandcmed,  had  other  things  turned  out 
differently. 

This  circumstance  was  of  itself  sufficient  to 
give  me  a  good  deal  of  concern,  which  was  soon 
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ilicrdased  to  a  degree  of  nlkrm  hy  adiatige,  to6 
erident  to  be  mistiAieii,  trliich  took  plaee  in  tli^ 
conduct  and  manner,  both  of  Ikfr.  Hboper  and 
his  daughter  towards  me.  They  ftoddehfy 
ti^eated  me  ^th  coldness  and  no  longer  invited 
me  to  their  house.  Such  a  change  I  imtne<fr- 
atelj  saw,  however,  could  not  be  the  cohse- 
quence  merely  of  a  decisiott  in  &vonr  of  my 
tival ;  I  couM  draw  but  one  in^Mrence  ttom  it, 
namely,  that  they  had  heard  something  pre- 
judicial to  my  character.  Under  this  impres- 
sion, I  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  Confidence 
forbad  my  challenging  Mr.  Hooper  on  the 
subject,  for  alas!  I  could  not  brave  investi- 
gation. On  the  other  hand,  feeling  reluct- 
ant to  sit  down  patiently  under  the  loss  of  his 
good  opinion,  and  of  those  flattering  prospects 
which  I  had  lately  indulged,  I  was  disposed 
to  throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  my 
kiiid  and  liberal  friend^  and  frankly  eonfSMB 
to  him  all  the  errors  into  which  I  had  been 
led  on  the  strength  of  my  sincere  resolutions 
of  ftiture  amendment.  While  I  was  delibe- 
rating  on  this  course,  my  emploj^r  sent  for  me 
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one  moniiiig^  and  I  attended  his  sununona  with 
a  Bad  foreboding  of  what  he  had  to  commnnioate. 
^^  Mr.  Wiggtna,^  Hud  he  with  a  countenance 
of  Beckms  and  anxious  import,  ^  I  wish  to  speak 
to  jou  on  a  matter  which  concerns  you  nearly. 
Be  seated.  I  should,  perhaps,  take  blame  to 
myself  for  having  concealed  from  you  for  a 
moment  what  has  come  to  my  ears ;  but  before 
I  acted  upon  the  information  I  receiyed,  I 
thought  it  better  to  see  your  firiend  Mr.  Tib* 
btttSy  and  hear  what  he  had  to  say  about  it. 
That  gentleman,  I  rq^ret  to  tell  you,  has  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  my  mind.  He  has  indeed 
oonTinced  me  of  there  being  considerable  ex'^ 
aggeration  in  what  I  hare  heard,  while  he  ad«- 
mitted  that  he  had  only  your  version  of  the 
story.  The  good  opinion  expressed  of  you  by 
a  pMson  so  eminently  respectaUe  as  Mr.  Tib« 
bettS)  must  undoubtedly  have  weight;  but  unless 
f^m  can  explain  in  a  satisfoctory  manner  cer« 
taia  particulars  of  which  I  have  been  advised, 
it  will  be  my  duty  to  terminate  our  connection^ 
I  believe,  Sir,  you  were  lately  present  at  a 
dianei^party  given  to  or  by  the  Marquess  of 
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Lancashire^  and  t>ther  noblemen  and  gentle- 
Bien?'" 

'^^  I  was,  Sir ;  I  attended  tbat  paiiy  in  com- 
pany witfay  and  on  the  introdnctkm  ^  Mr. 
Sweeting,'^ 

^  So  I  have   been  informed,  Siiv  by  Mr. 
Sw^ting  himself:   and  I  may  here  observe, 
that  I  took  occasion  to  give  Mr.  Sweeting  my 
opinion  of  the  impropriety  of  peraras  in  his 
and  yonr  line  of  life,  frequenting  society  so  much 
out  of  your  sphere ;  he  has  promised  for  the 
ftiture  to  abstain  from  such  company,  and  very 
handsomely  took  upon  himself  the   whole  of 
your  share  of  the  blame,  which  I  thought  at- 
tached to  both  of  you  on  that  account.     Mr. 
Sweeting  is  a  young  man  of  excellent  abilities 
and  intentions,  but  of  a  gay  and  thoughtlesB 
temper  which  sometimes  leads  him  and  othen 
into  error.     If  he  could  be  cured  of  those  de- 
fects, he  would  be  in   every  respect  a  most 
superior  young  man.     He  has  been  unfortunate 
in  his  education,  and  in  having  worthless  femak 
relations,  and  therefore  I  consider  his  fiulings 
entitled  to  the  more  indulgence.     No  man  can 
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feel  mcnre  aontel j  ihan  he  does  the  di^fraeefiil 
characters  of  those  women,  or  regard  in  a  more 
proper  light  a  recent  event,  which  many  per- 
sons in  his  sitnation  wonld  consider  an  honour, 
—  I  aUude  to  the  marriage  of  his  sister  witii 
one  of  onr  first  nobility.  So  far  from  ejnilting 
in  that  erent,  he  assured  me  himself,  that  he 
deeply  regretted  it;  and  that  were  it  possible 
to  dissolve  the  connection,  he  wonld  gladly 
asdst  in  doing  80.^ 

I  listened  without  surprise  to  this  panegyrie, 
though  I  ooold  not  help  secretly  admiring  this 
new  iiistance  of  the  cool  effrontery  and  daring  dis- 
simulation of  mj friend.    Mr«  Hooper  proceeded. 

^^  At  the  dinner-party  to  which  I  hav^  al- 
luded, yoit  were  recognized  by  an  individual 
present,  with  whom,  however,  it  appears  you 
were  not  personally  acquainted.  That  party 
traced  you  to  your  connection  with  this  esta- 
blishment, and  consequently  wrote  me  that  he 
had  something  of  importance  to  communicate 
in  a  private  interview.  I  saw  him,  and  he 
then  stated  in  plain  terms  that  you  were  a 
swindler,  well-known  in  Bath  by  the  name  of 
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FiU-WiggtMM;  Unit  yoa  hfiA  eome  ihm%  ftjiingf 
youiself  ft  gmilemsn  of  private  &rtiaM,  cob* 
necied  with  the  aristoetaey,  and  aa  aodi  %ai 
received  into  the  fiidaonabk  aaeiety  of  tibe 
place ;  that  you  had  entex^d  into  a  tnalj  of 
marriage  with  a  yoiug  hidy  of  fiunily  and  for- 
tune,  whidi  was  just  about  being  carried  mto 
eifect  when  yoor  real  quality  waa  diacoveied; 
and  finally,  that  you  abaeonded  from  Bath, 
deeply  in  debt  with  all  the  tradeemen,  and 
especially  with  a  Mr.  Smallcombe,  niKnn  yon 
had  completely  duped,  defrauding  him  not  only 
of  goods,  but  of  money  which  he  had  been 
induced  to  advance  you  on  the  representaticm 
of  your  approaching  marriage.  My  informant 
added,  that  Mr.  Smallcombe  would  oonoboiate 
his  statement,  and  in  all  probability  proeecute 
you,  if  he  knew  where  you  were  to  be  fonnd. 
Accordingly,  I  wrote  to  that  gentleman,  and 
here  is  his  reply  :— 

'  Bath,  Jane  12, 18— 

^  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your 
favour  of  the  10th  uH.    Am  sorry  to  say  yoor 
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advice  is  corre^  as  to  FiU^ Wiggins,  alias  Wig- 
gios.  Have  been  defrauded  by  same  tp  a 
coi^derable  aopount,  both  in  goods  and  casht 
but  decline  prosecuting,  as  do  not  like  send* 
ing  g<3k)d  money  after  bad.     With  thanks, 

*  Respectiully, 

'  Jno.  Sif  aliiQombb/ 

'  Mr.  D.  Hooper,  Messrs.  Uutchins  and  Hooper, 

New  Bond  Street.' 

^^  I  should  tell  you,  Sir,  that  I  wrote  Mr. 
Smallcombe,  in  case  my  information  was  found* 
ed  in  truth,  I  would  afford  him  every  assistanca 
in  bringing  you  to  justice,  if  such  should  be 
hie^  desire. 

^*  Well,  l^f  the  letter  I  have  just  read  to 
you,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Tibbetts,  who  cer- 
tainly gave  this  Mr.  Smallcombe  a  very  indif- 
ferent character,  and  was  of  opinion  that  no 
weight  was  to  be  attached  to  his  accusation. 
He  told  me  that  Mr.  Smallcombe,  who,  it  seems, 
is  a  relative  of  yours,  had  been  the  instigator 
of  the  Bath  adventure,  which  you  had  under- 
taken for  a  frolio,  but  that  he  had  proposed 
to  turn  it  to  profitable  account,  but  as  I  found 


^<Iif^'^y^  yonr  iatliority  lor  this  wmmt 
^t)^  afi«r«  1  did  Mt  thiiik  iDTself  JudliM 
iiiiH99^iii9  ifita  ik  i  BeMbd»  Mr.  HbbMs  i 
pppe  a4  ibQ$^  yilfffciWi  and  I  utiglit  ei^ea  nj, 
pe^pe^  tibo^gh  by  bd  hmsuis  m  a  i^ise  of 
di^MMng^^n^ity'fliBi^  pemmSi  wlio  an  nore 
giM^cdby  Uie  ^^taiea  of  tiieir  own  kind  hearto, 
iha^  by  any  evidenoe  thart  of  pootiye  deBMNi- 
stiBtioR  againsi  a  fiiend  or  feUow-creatore.  I, 
however,  who  am  not  so  indulgent  as  Mr.  Tib- 
bett^  and  have  lived  many  more  years  in  the 
worid,  am  probably  less  apt  to  be  imposed  open 
-^-4e0s  likely  to  be  dec^ved  in  charaetw,  whidi, 
indeed*  it  does  not  often  hiq^ien  to  me  to  be. 
I  confess,  thou^y  Mr.  Wiggins,  I  was  disposed 
to  think  weU  of  you;  and  rejoiced  should  I  be 
eoqld  you  prove  to  me  that  yonr  jMroceediiigs 
at  Bath  did  not  go  beyond  the  bounds  gI  a 
joke,  though  of  a  very  silly  and  impertinent 
natorQ.*^ 

The  good  man  here  finished  his  somewhat 
sententious  address,  and  with  an  anxiety  and 
interest  which  he  did  not  affect  to  conceal, 
awaited  my  answer.     I  assured  him   that  he 
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should  hear  fipom  me  the  whole  unyarniehed 
tmth,  and  I  kept  mj  word.  I  gave  him  ih^ 
history  of  my  first  comiection  with  Smallcombe, 
and  a  aketch  of  my  subsequent  adventures,  up 
to  the  time  of  my  coming  to  Bath,  where  I 
frankly  admitted  that,  at  the  suggestion  and 
instance  of  Smallcombe,  I  had  been  induced, 
partly  for  fun,  but  chiefly  with  a  view  to  a 
matrimonial  pecuniary  result,  to  assume  a  fic- 
titious character.  I  strenuously  maintained^ 
however,  that  this  was  the  sole  fraud  of  which 
I  had  been  guilty,  and  pleaded  in  mitigation 
of  punishment,  my  sincere  repentance,  and  the 
disappointments  and  discouragements  which  I 
had  already  suffered  on  account  of  my  offence. 
Reduced  to  despair  at  the  thoughts  of  being 
ignominiously  banished  from  the  scene  of  my 
dearest  hopes,  I  deprecated  Mr.  Hooper^s  seve- 
rity with  an  earnestness  and  emotion  which  at 
length  found  relief  in  tears.  The  good  man 
himself  was  much  affected,  and  I  saw  that  he 
began  to  relent  from  his  purpose. 

^^  If  you  are  sincerely  repentant,^  said  he, 
after  a  silence  of  some  minutes,  ^^  Heaven  forbid 
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tbat  I  should  take  it  upon  mysetf  to  punidi  joo. 
We  all,  more  or  leas,  stand  in  need  of  indul- 
gence. Well,  well,  Mr.  Wiggins,  saj  no  moie 
about  it — say  no  more.^  And  lie  rose  from  his 
chair,  and  pressed  my  hand.  '^Gome,  come, 
cheer  up ;  you  have  been  in  error,  but  there 
is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  yet  retrieYe 
yowr  character.  Your  abilities  and  inionnation 
ftre  greatly  aboTe  your  station.  Suflbr  younsif 
not  to  be  misled  by  them,  but  do  you  guide 
them  in  the  path  of  honour  and  Tirtue.  I  fihail 
not  dismiss  you  from  your  situation  in  this  es- 
tablishment, and  will  myself  be  sponsor  for  yonr 
future  good  conduct.  I  must  tell  you  that  this 
story  has  got  wind,  how,  I  know  not ;  but  never 
mind,  my  countenance  shall  protect  you  from 
insult ;  and  it  depends  entirely  upon  youisdf, 
whether  you  shall  ultimately  be  recetred  at  my 
house  on  the  same  terms  as  before.  Now  go 
to  your  counter.^' 

I   bowed   in   speechless  gratitude,   and   left 
the  room. 


ITO  Tl 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

#  • 

Thb  kindiiMB  of  Mr.  Hooper  made  a  ^f 
im{nne88ioii  apon  me^  and  if  anything  modre  had 
been  wanted  to  confirm  the  good  resolutiem 
which  mj  pvre  and  rational  attachment  to  the 
daughter  had  inspired,  it  would  have  been  this 
generous  conduct  on  the  part  of  her  father.  I 
might  now  confidently  hope  that,  after  a  shoft 
probation,  I  should  be  restored  to  the  society 
of  Miss  Hooper.  But  there  were  still  two 
points  which  gave  me  serious  doubts  and  anx<- 
iety.  The  one,  was  whether  that  young  lady 
had  been  nmde  acquainted  with  the  disreputable 
passages  in  my  history  just  disclosed  ?  and,  if 
io,  whether  they' would  not  materially  change 
the  good  opinion  and  preference,  which  I  bad 
lately  every  reason  to  believe  that  I  enjoyed  ? 
My  second  care  had  reference  to  the  advantages 


180  FITZ-WIGGIN8. 

winaik  mj  rivals  Sweeting,  would  pofisess  in 
oonsequence  of  my  ezclusioii.  Eyea  asBaming 
that  Miss  Hooper  had  been  disposed  to  r^jaid 
that  person  with  a  d^ftee  of  distrost  or  re- 
pugnance, would  not  the  high  esteem  and  hr 
▼onr  in  which  he  was  held  hj  her  &ther,  and 
his  own  captivating  qoa&ties,  rendered  mors 
potent  by  being  now  entirely  devoted  to  her, 
very  soon  give  affairs  a  turn,  very  mndi  to  my 
disadvantage. 

Thongfa  a  firm  believer  in  the  constancy  of 
womankind,  I  did  not  feel  that  I  had  acquired 
such  an  interest  in  this  young  lady^s  heart,  as 
to  be  proof  against  such  an  adverse  weight  of 
circumstances.  My  situation,  indeed,  as  re- 
garded this  matter,  was  truly  painful  and  em- 
barrassing. I  knew  Sweeting  to  be  a  profligate 
man,  and,  from  the  conversation  I  had  recently 
had  with  Mr.  Hooper,  it  appeared  that  he  had 
completely  and  designedly  imposed  on  that 
gentleman.  I  saw  no  ground  of  hope  that 
the  possession  of  such  a  moral  and  mental 
treasure  as  Mary  Hooper,  would  ever  be  ap- 
preciated   by  him,    or  reclaim   him  from  hii 
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▼idoiu  habits.  Was  I  then,  knowing  this,  to 
stand  by  and  allow  my  master  and  patron  to 
misbestow  his  confidence,  to  be  cheated  of  his 
property,  and,  what  he  valued  still  mwe,  his 
child  ?  Was  it  not  my  dnty  to  -  interfere,  and 
prevent  an  amiable  girl  from  being  made  miser- 
able for  life  P  Bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
not  such  interfer^ce  on  my  part  be  perfidious 
and  ungenerous  towards  Sweeting  ?  would  it 
not  be,-^to  use  a  term  which  genius  has  made 
more  expressive  of  such  conduct  than  any  word 
in  Johnson,—- would  it  not  be  a  BlifiUlikt  pro- 
ceeding ?  would  it  not,  in  all  likelihood,  be  so 
considered  by  Mr.  Hooper,  and,  therefore,  end 
in  nothing  but  my  own  disgrace  ?  This  objec- 
tion preponderated,  and  I  determined  to  wait, 
in  the  hope  that  some  turn  of  fortune  would 
render  the  odious  and  dangerous  office  of  in* 
former  unnecessary.  Mean  time,  I  need  hardly 
say,  I  kept  a  strict  watch  on  their  proceedings. 
Sweeting,  all  the  time,  forcing  upon  me  his 
confidence  in  this  delicate  affair,  explaining  his 
views  and  intentions,  and  reporting,  from  time 
to  time,  the  prorgess  and  prosperity  of  his  suit. 


I  watt  thud  worked  up  ^io  s  staled  b9^  iad 
amdety  almort  inMombl^  viieo  mDcmivtaoQei 
arose  of  ^ach  gravo  impoftaa^e,  m  almoai  to 
suspend,  in  all  portios  oonceme^  the  mteteit 
of  this  matter* 

A  nimoiir  had  for  same  weeks  pait  betft 
whispered,  that  the  hootfe  was  in  wnbaniw^ 
meat.  Mr.  Hooper  bad  been  in  frequent  cooh 
mumcation  with  members  of  the  giwt  whde* 
sale  houses  with  whom  we  did  bosiness.  Wlisa 
not  eugaged  in  these  personal  conferences,  he 
was  occupied  in  writing  letters,  his  corre^poD- 
dence  having,  also,  of  late  greatly  increased. 
At  the  same  time,  marks  of  care  and  hniiy 
were  observable  in  the  usually  placid  oounte* 
nance  of  the  acting  partner,  and  his  serenity 
of  manner  had  given  place  to  peevishness  and 
impetuosity,  quite  at  variance  with  his  cha- 
racter. He  sudd^y  gave  up  his  comfortable 
bouse,  and  retired  into  humble  lodgings;  hif 
one-horse  chaise  and  man-eervant  were,  at  the 
same  time,  put  down.  But  one  constmctioB 
could  be  put  upon  these  symptoms.  Never- 
theless,  there  were  many  who  confidently  hoped 
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Umi  the  iategrity  and  skill  ef  Mjr.  Hoopet 
might  jet  aTert  tbe  impe&diiig  blow,  aad  sua- 
tain  ^he  credit  of  »  eoncenif  which  had  been 
ooniidered  one  of  the  mort  floarishiiig  and  re- 
sponsible at  the  West^end,  Commeroial  dis* 
tress  and  political '  agitation,  coming,  as  they 
geDaraUj  do,  hand-in-hand,  had  greatly  injured 
oor  buflineis  this  season  and  the  last ;  but,  as 
these  temporary  influences  had  b^gnn  to  sub* 
side,  it  was  predicted  that  the  hovse  would  right 
itsel£ 

.  Bat  the  causes  assigned,  however  adequate, 
had  been  greatly  aggravated  by  the  rash  and 
thoi^tlesa  conduct  of  the  senior  partner,  Mr. 
Hntchins.  That  gentleman  and  his  femily 
were  now  wholly  actuated  by  the  silly  and 
vulgar  ambition,  too  often  witnessed  in  this 
country,  of  emigrating  firom  the  middle  state 
to  an  upper  sphere  of  society.  Therefore,  the 
shop  must  be  sunk,  old  connections  broken  off, 
substantial  friendship  sacrificed,  respectability 
abandoned,  for  the  pleasure  and  advantage  of 
being  ridiculed,  despised,  and,  periiaps,  plun- 
dered, by  a  dozen  or  two  disreputable,  or  worth- 
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legB  memben  c^  the  ansiocEacj,  and  htngen^ 
on  of  fiishionable  drdea^  Far  this  object,  a 
great  demonetnitioii  c^  wealth  most  be  made; 
a  fine  boose  and  fbniitaie  most  be  jvocmed; 
and  their  taUe  baited  with  the  choicest  cookery 
and  wines. 

These  spirited  efforts  were  so  fiir  sneeesBfiil, 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hntchins  had  soon  the  plea- 
sore  of  seeing  an  Irish  peer  in  attendance  on 
their  daughter ;  and  Mr.  FrederidL  conld  boast 
the  intimate  friendship  of  the  HonooraUe  Co- 
rentrj  Stapleton,  Sir  Mark  Choose,  and  two  or 
three  more  gentlemen  with  handles  to  their 
names.  lu  this  excellent  company,  the  young 
man  foond  no  difficulty  in  getting  through  the 
eight  hundred  pounds  per  aTinnm^  which  his 
father  allowed  him,  and  as  much  more.  The 
payment  of  these  debts,  coming  upon  the  ex- 
traordinary demands  of  his  own  establishment, 
put  the  old  gentleman  to  his  trumps ;  but  hie 
commercial  education  had  taught  him  that  ererj 
thing  has  its  market  price,  and  that  the  sodetj 
of  the  great  is  only  to  be  purchased  at  a  high 
rate.     Besides,  his  wife  and  daughter  assured 
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him,  that  it  required  ovfy  another  great  effort 
to  secure  the  Irish  peer. 

Mr.  Hooper  regarded  these  proceedings  of  his 
partner  with  sorrow  and  alarm,  notwithstanding 
that  the  latter  frequently  assured  him,  that  he 
was  not  exceeding  his  means.  Hooper,  indeed, 
contemplated  taking  the  course  which  prudence 
dictated,  of  winding-up  the  Bfhin  of  the  house, 
and  retiring;  but  his  partner  so  strongly  re- 
monstrated against  this  step,  pointing  out  the 
injury  that  it  would  do  him,  by  giving  a  sano* 
tion  to  the  rumours  which  were  afloat,  relative 
to  his  extravagant  mode  of  living,  that  Hooper, 
who  could  not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  aban- 
don the  son  of  his  old  friend  and  patron,  that 
partly  for  this  reason,  and  partly  on  the  faith 
of  Mr.  Hutchins^s  assurance  that  he  should 
never  suffer  from  the  connection,  he  was  in- 
duced to  relinquish  his  intention. 

The  consequences  were  such  as  might  have 
been  expected.  Mr.  Hutchins^s  expedients  for 
raising  money  had  involved  the  house  in  con- 
siderable embarrassment,  which  would  soon  have 
terminated  in  insolvency,  had  not  the  vigilance 


and  probity  of  Mr.  Hooper,  as  iooo  as  he  wm 
satisfied  that  their  affauni  were  iiretikvabU* 
sayed  the  creditors  from  fioiher  iiyury*  by  im- 
mediately oommittiiig  an  act  of  baakraptcy. 
MThen  he  found  that  bis  partner  could  not  be 
dissuaded  from  this  line»  Mr.  Hntduas  hastily 
realised  whatever  property  he  ooald  lay  his 
hands  on,  and  embaiked,  with  his  wife  aad 
daughter,  for  America.  Mr.  Frederick  Hut- 
chins  declined  to  accompany  his  fiunily  on 
this  trip,  preferring  to  take  up  his  quarters 
at  the  Farriugdon  Hotel,  an  old  established 
place  of  resort  of  the  sporting  and  fiishionaUe 
circles. 

Mr.  Hooper's  earnest  desire  was,  that  the 
debts  of  the  house  should  be  discharged  in 
full.  It  WBS  found  that  about  five  thousand 
pounds  were  wanting  to  complete  its  engage* 
ments  ;  upon  hearing  which.  Miss  Hooper  im- 
mediately transferred  that  sum  to  the  credit 
of  the  assignees;  thus  reducing  a  fortune  of 
eight  thousand  pounds,  which  had  been  settled 
upon    her    at    the    time    her    fiEither    entered 
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into  partoership  with  Mr.  HutchinB*  Thui 
step  vrtis  the  first  she  had  ever  taken  with* 
out  the  advice  and  sanction  of  her  parent. 
What  the  feelings  of  that  parent  were,  on 
learning  this  act  of  noble  and  romantic  integ* 
rity,  and  whether  those  of  regret  or  admi- 
ration were  preponderant,  I  cannot  determine, 
but  the  feeling  of  the  creditors  was  to  reAise 
profiting  by  such  unheard  of  generosity.  One 
old  gentleman,  however,  the  principal  creditor, 
was  decidedly  against  the  project  of  refund- 
ing this  money.  He  admitted  that  Miss 
Hooper^s  conduct  deserved  all  praise,  and  he 
regretted  that  she  should  be  impoverished  by 
her  fiither'^s  misfortune;  but  business  was  bu- 
siness, and,  as  the  fund  had  come  into  the 
estate,  he  maintained  that  it  ought  to  be 
made  available.  This  view  of  the  question 
was  adopted  by  others,  and  the  result  was, 
that  they  gave  Miss  Hooper  a  vote  of  thanks 
and  kept  her  money.  Never,  indeed,  did 
bankrupt  get  his  certificate  under  more  honour- 
able circumstances  ;    a  liberal  allowance   was 
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^nanimouslj  offered  him  by  the  creditors,  bat 
he  would  accept  no  more  than  one  hnndied 
pounds  ^year,  and  even  this,  he  would  haye 
declined,  had  not  his  age  and  infirmities  in- 
capadtated  him  from  earning  a  livelihood. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Among  those  who  most  deeply  lamented  this 
catastrophe,  was  Mr.  Sweeting.  He  was  just 
consoling  himself  mider  the  failure  of  his  more 
brilliant  speculations  with  the  sober  certainty 
of  Miss  Hooper^s  hand*  with  eight  thousand 
pounds  dowTiy  and  expectations,  when  this  event 
took  place.  His  indignation  and  disgust  when 
he  heard  what  Mary  had  done  were  excessive, 
for  he  declared  that,  notwithstanding  what  had 
happened,  he  would  still  have  thought  it  worth 
his  while  to  marry  her;  but  now  that  she 
had  thought  proper,  with  a  degree  of  folly 
which  he  had  hardly  thought  was  in  human 
nature,  to  reduce  herself  to  comparative  beg- 
gary, the  thing  was  out  of  the  question.  He 
had  not  patience  even  to  take  a  formal  leave  of 
the  Hoopera,  but  abruptly  cut  their  acquaint- 
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ance.  It  Afforded  me  great  giatificatioii  to 
find  that  this  conduct  occasioiied  little  saipriae 
or  regret  in  Miss  Hooper. 

I  now  learned  firom  her  own  lips  that  she 
had  always  entertained  doubts  as  to  his  ch»- 
lacter,  and  regarded  with  aneaainess  her  fii- 
ther^s  partiality  for  him.  The  old  gentleman 
had  never  been  influenced  by  his  daughter's 
distaste  for  Sweeting,  but  had  comboited  her 
prejudices,  as  he  termed  them,  and  gone  so 
&r  as  to  throw  out  hints  that  he  wished  her 
to  think  well  of  him.  Nor  could  his  con- 
temptuous and  ungrateful  neglect  of  them  in 
their  adversity  work  an  immediate  change  in 
Mr.  Hooper^s  sentiments.  He  still  thought 
that  Sweeting's  behaviour  might  be  capable  of 
a  favourable  construction,  and  protested  against 
a  hasty  judgment :  false  delic&cy,  or  circum- 
stances unexplained,  might  be  the  cause  of  his 
absence.  I  now  thought  the  time  was  come 
when  I  might,  without  impropriety,  enlighten 
the  mind  of  my  triend  and  patron  upon  this 
subject.       I   told  him,   therefore,    all    that  I 
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lautt  respecting  thtit  penon'^s  habits  of  life^ 
tearing  him  to  draw  his  own  eonolusiotie.  He 
noted  attentively  what  I  nrged^  and  remark* 
ed,  somewhat  coollj,  that  as  he  was  not  apt 
to  form  hastj  opinions,  he  required  very  decid* 
ed  proof  before  he  altered  them.  He  was 
aware  of  Mr.  Sweeting^s  failings,  but  was  un- 
willing to  belieye  him  so  depraved  as  I  had 
represented  him  to  be  ;  and  gently  hinted  that 
I  was  not  entitled  to  expect  him  to  give  up 
a  person  whom  he  had  favoured  on  my  un- 
supported testimony.  I  was,  of  course,  rather 
hurt  at  the  rebuke  ;  but  I  could  not  help  feel- 
ing,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  no  more  than 
I  deserved,  and  was  consoled  by  the  reflection 
tiiot  in  this  instance  I  was  actuated  by  no  self- 
iiA  not  ungenerous  motive.  I  contented  my- 
srif  with  saying  as  much,  tod  expressing  a 
a  hope  that  he  would  at  least  receive  my 
ilif(nrmation  as  a  caution  against  reposing  un- 
limited confidence  in  Sweeting,  should  circum- 
stances renew  their  connection.  Mr.  Hooper 
promised  this,  and  in  releasing  me  from  farther 
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attendance  upon  him,  spoke  of  me  and  hmr 
self  with  a  degree  of  kindneaa  and  magaaai- 
mity  whidi  sensiblj  affected  me. 

^^  I  wish  yon  well,  Mr.  Wiggins,^  aaid  be ; 
^  and  as  we  may  not  meet  again  in  this  wwldy 
I  shonld  wish,  at  parting,  to  ofiSsr  yon  a  few 
words  of  advice,  for  whidi  I  trust  the  re- 
lationship  in  which  we  have  recently  stood 
towards  eadi  other,  and  the  difference  of  ear 
years,  will  be  considered  a  soffident  afciogy. 
I  hope,  and  believe,  yon  heartily  regret  the 
errors  of  your  former  life ;  bnt,  my  friend,  I 
wonid  fiun  see  these  good  diq>08itions  confimn 
ed ;  I  want  you  to  be  satisfied  that  there  is 
no  permanent  happiness  or  prosperity  withoat 
religion  and  virtue.  I  have  witnessed  many 
instances  of  worldly  prosperity  created  by  dis- 
honest arts,  but  I  never  saw  it  combined  with 
contentment  and  happiness.  To  take  so  low 
a  conaderation  into  the  balance,  believe  me,  it 
is  as  easy  to  make  a  foitune  by  honest  as  die- 
honest  means;  there  is  less  anxiety  in  the 
process,  and  there  is  solid  satisfaction  in  the 
result.      In   the  scheme  of  inscmtaUe  Plrovi- 
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dence^it  dees  sometiiiiee  happen  that  the  wick* 
^  are  watted  aad  the  righteous  are  depressed, 
but  is  this  any  axgament  against  following  the 
high. path  of  honour ?  It  would  be  a  v^ry 
bad  and  silly  argoment  if  we  had  nothing  to 
look  to,  beyond  this  world ;  bnt  whoi  it  involvei 
the  interests  of  immortality  to  whidi  these  poor 
temporal  ooncems  are  but  as  dust  in  the  scale; 
what  must  we  think/  on  a  moment^s  reflect 
tion,  of  the  understanding  of  a  man  whose  ac- 
tions 4u:e  governed  by  such  views  ?  What 
would  be  mar  opinion  of  a  man  who  in  any 
particular  afiiEur  of  life  was  to  act  upon  ana- 
logous reasoning  ?  Why,  that  he  was  of  un- 
sound mind,  and  unfit  for  the  management  of 
his  a^Surs.  Thus,  on  a  comparatively  sordid 
and  selfish  view  of  the  matter,  we  may  be 
'satisfied  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy.  But 
a  true  Christian  will,  I  hope,  take  his  position 
mx  higher  grounds.  You  will  not,  I  think,  ac- 
cuse me  of  vanity  in  bringing  forward  myself  as 
an  illustration  of  the  truths  which  I  would  fain 
impress  upon  you.  I  was  not  endowed  with 
your  talents,  Mr.  Wiggins,  and  my  condition  in 
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die  iiodce»  and  tfuicJ  tbe  rwiMffffj  of  aj 
■■Mtcr,  wiMm  I  Knredfiulkfiiflj£Br  tfikij  jmt> 
Dung  tkai  kagikened  pcnod,  I  mwaHjuf 
■^  eontenpemieSy  wko  kad  ibr  tlw  soil  fni 
stoited  witli  better  pnMpects  ikam  mjwdC, 
mitd  bj  deloafe  jnuBoaAB, 
bjdinppoiBtmcBla^  and  otha 
aiy.  Yon  wQl  a» j,  pfffhopB^  tlad  m  flkoibr  fiite 
mwakcd  me.  Txw,  but  the  liidiita  idikk  I 
had  colthrated,  eoahled  me  to  bear  the  leteite 
with  eywhnity.  I  wiH  not  deny  that  it  gaie 
me  a  pang  to  aee  the  firaita  at  neailj  half  a 
ccotmy  of  hmieet  indostrj  desUojed  by  the 
kHj  of  otheia.     I  wiU  own  that  I  had  cfae^ 
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nebed  the  worldly  pride  of  realizmg  a  com- 
fetenejy  which  shonld  be  enjojed  by  my  be- 
lored  child ;  but  it  has  pleased  ProTidence  to 
Older  otherwise,  and  I  cheerfully  bow  to  his 
deciee.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  punishment, 
Iwb  as  a  trial  of  that  strength  in  which,  perhaps, 
I  may  hare  been  over  confident.  My  years 
raider  any  seccmd  acquisition  of  fortune  im- 
possible, which  my  short-sighted  affection  leads 
me  to  regret  for  the  sake  of  her  whom  I  shall 
laaye  behind;  but  I  fed,  neyertheless,  that  it 
is  finr  the  best,  though  I  cannot  see.  Per- 
haps her  wealth  might  have  only  purchased  her 
miseiy.  She  will  be  provided  for.— -^I  have 
boon  young,  and  now  I  am  old,  but  nerer  yet 
Baw  I  the  righteous  forsaken,  or  their  seed 
begging  their  bread.^ 

<^  Let  me  entreat  you,  therefore,  my  friend, 
m  tibe  name  of  religion,  in  the  name  of  conunon 
asnse,  to  perserere  resolutely  in  the  straight 
path  of  duty,  nor  suffer  yourself  to  be  led  astray 
from  it  by  any  temptation  however  captivating. 
Do  not  let  indolence  or  irresolution  persuade 
you  that  it  is  too  late  to  retrace  your  steps. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Some  readers  will  perh^s  be  disposed  to 
blame  me  for  not  haying  sought  a  parting  in- 
terview with  Miss  Hooper,  and  maj  be  dis- 
posed to  attribute  mj  omission  in  this  respect, 
either  to  a  fidnt-heartedness  proverbiallj  fatal 
to  JBuccess  with  the  fair  sex,  or  to  the  young 
ladj'^s  having  lost  all  her  charms  in  my  eyes, 
as  well  as  in  those  of  Mr.  Sweeting,  by  her 
silly  and  romantic  conduct  in  the  afiair  of  her 
fistther^s  bankruptcy.  Time  was,  when  I  might 
have  viewed  the  matter  m  the  same  Ught  as 
Mr.  S. ;  but  now,  though  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
I  could  emulate  such  a  proceeding,  I  thought 
it  might  admit  of  a  construction  favourable  to 
her  understanding  as  well  as  generosity.  The 
truth  is,  it  had  been  my  intention  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  a  parting  interview  to  avow  my 
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sentiments  to  Miss  Hooper;  but  I  abandoned 
it,  when  I  fonnd  that  my  addresses  ooold  not 
at  present  be  acceptable  to  her  fiither,  for  whose 
kindness  I  thought  it  woold  be  a  bad  retnm 
to  attempt  to  secnre  his  child^s  affections  with- 
out his  consent.  This  resolution  was  the  first 
fruit  of  his  good  counsels,  the  first  sacrifice 
which  I  had  made  to  honour  and  principle, 
and  this  was  the  first  time  mj  heart  had  beat 
high  with  the  approbation  of  oonscioice. 

A  few  days  after  I  had  bade  fisureweQ  to  Mr. 
Hooper,  that  gentleman  and  his  amiable  daugh- 
ter left  London  to  take  up  their  abode  at  a 
small  town  in  Ozfi>rdshire,  the  birth-place  of 
Mr.  Hooper,  where  some  of  his  relatires  stiU 
resided. 

For  my  own  part,  I  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  despair  of  still  realizing  my  proudest 
hopes.  Though  I  had  never  been  assured  by 
a  positiye  acknowledgment  of  her  preference 
for  me,  I  thought  I  might  at  least  console 
mjTself  that  my  dearest  Mary  had  no  other 
partiality.  The  want  of  means  could  hardly 
be  any  serious  obstacle  to  our  union,  for  be- 
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tween  na,  we  should  have  enough  to  purchase 
an  the  comforts,  and  even  some  of  the  luzu- 
rieSy  of  an  humble  station,  with  which  I  knew 
she  would  be  contented.    What  I  feared  was, 
that,  during  our  separation,  some  man  in  every 
respect  worthier  and  more  eligible  than  myself, 
might    appreciate   her    worth  and  obtain  the 
prize.     My  fiiend  Lady  Tott,  to  whom  I  meuf 
tioned  this  apprehension,  did  not  think  there 
was  much  in  it;   she  had  no  doubt  the  girl 
would  wait  for  me  if  I  wished  it,  but  censured 
my  folly  in  thinking  any  more  of  a  match,  the 
only   sensible    foundation  for  which,   namely, 
money,  now  existed  no  longer.     On  this  point, 
howeyer,  I  tried  to  stop  her  ladyship^s  mouth, 
by  reminding  her  of  her  own  choice,  who  had 
nothing  to  recommend  him  beyond  his  personal 
merits.     But  she  denied  that  there  was  any 
resemblance  between  the  cases ;  protesting  that 
her  marriage  with  Tibbetts  was  a  matter  of 
business ;  and  that  her  dear  Sir  John,  if  he  could 
look  out  of  his  grave,'  would  highly  approve  of 
it;   and  dared  Tibbetts  to  say  that  she  had 
shown  him  any  tokeu  of  personal  tenderness 
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wbidi  ooold  lead  him  or  any  person  to  sappoee 
that  female  weakness  had  anything  to  do'wiOiii. 
The  poor  man  thns  challenged,  did  not  indeeil 
▼entnre  any  soft  impeadiment^  bnt  admitted 
with  an  amorous  leer,  that  her  ladydiip^s  ina- 
trimonial  dunce  had  indicated  the  sune  wis- 
dom and  discrimination  whidi  inflooiced  aH 
her  actions.  With  this  admowledgm^t, 
Lady  Tott  was  satisfied,  and  sufferod  the 
snhject  to  drop. 

A  few  days  after,  Tibbetts  informed  me,  imd^r 
a  solemn  promise  of  secrecy,  that  Lady  Tott, 
finding  me  bent  npon  marrying  Miss  Hooper, 
had  taken  npon  herself  to  write  to  her  fkther, 
and  sound  him  upon  the  snbject.  The  rejJy  of 
the  old  gentleman  was  as  satis&ctory  as  could 
be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  He  did 
not  directly  sanction  my  addresses,  but  gave 
them  no  positire  discouragement;  a  course 
^diich  I  thought,  with  my  friend,  argued  a 
fiiTourable  disposition. 

This  intimati<Mi  made  me  very  happy.  I  at- 
tributed the  &TOur  which  Mr.  Hooper  thus 
indirectly  gare  to  my  hopes,  in  some  measure. 
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to  the  intelligence  which  I  had  giyen  him 
with  regard  to  Sweeting  having  lately  receiv- 
ed very  decided  confirmation.  The  catastro^riie 
of  that  ingenionB  person^s  plots  and  schemes 
was  more  serious  than  even  I  myself  had 
portended.  After  he  had  quitted  the  shop  in 
Bond  Street,  I  had  no  tidings  of  him,  until, 
about  a  month  afterwards,  the  newspaper  gave 
an  account  of  his  examination  at  Bow  Street, 
<m  B,  charge  of  swindling.  It  appeared,  judg- 
ing from  dates,  that  soon  after  the  overthrow 
of  his  ambitious  hopes  from  the  marriage  of 
Teresa,  he  had  connected  himself  with  a  set 
of  desperate  adventurers,  who  advertised  as 
mon^y  lenders,  with  the  view  of  getting  fraudu- 
lent possession  of  bills  and  other  securities. 
They  had  contrived  to  baffle  the  law  by  em- 
ploying a  great  many  agents  in  these  pretend- 
ed transactions.  They  had  commenced  this  trade 
with  some  degree.of  success,  when  the  Irish  peer, 
who  was  in  attendance  upon  Miss  Hutchins, 
attracted  by  their  Uberal  offers  of  '^  pectmiary 
accommodation  upon  the  personal  security  of 
noblemen,^  &c.,  addressed  a  note  to  ^'  T.  B./^ 
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at   some   coffee-house,  who  refined  lun  lo  • 

Mr.  Jones  In  the  City,  ^rho,  hsTing  beard  Ins    • 

wants,  gave  him  a  card  to  Mr.  Hastiiigs  Wat 
nDgfham,   at  the  West-end,  viha  liaUned  witli  | 
j^reat  attention  to  an   exa«t  tepetitkiH  <kf  hii  , 
"  temporary   embarraBsments,"    and  adjoonipd 
him,  for  a  few  days,  to  make  in^dries.      On 
the  day  appointed,  his  lordship  waited  ob  Mr. 
Hastings  WaJsingham,   who   sent   him   lo  his 
solicitors,  Messrs.  Howard  and  Wagataff,  whose 
office  was  in  Margaret  Street  Careadish  Sqnare.    i 
These  gentlemen,  after  exacting  &om  the  poor  ' 
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three,  abt,  and  nine  months*  date,  respeotiyely. 
These  valuable  docaments  Mr.  Hastings  Wal- 
sing^iam  earefolly  depoated  in  his  pocket-book, 
and  promising  to  see  his  £riend  the  capitalist 
in  the  eonrse  of  the  afternoon,  and  call  the 
foUowing  day  with  the  consideration,  viz.,  seven 
hnndred  and  forty  pounds,  made  his  bow,  leav* 
ing  the  nobleman  quite  delighted  at  the  idea 
of  having,  for  once  in  his  li&,  done  the  Jew$. 
But  he  was  not  left  long  in  this  pleasing  delur 
sion.    The  next  day  came,  but  no  Mr.  Hastings 
Walsingfaam.      A  week  elapsed  without  any 
aecount  of  him.    The  peer  was  then  advised 
to  caution  the  mercantile  world,  by  public  ad* 
▼ertisement,  against  negotiating  the  said  bills ; 
a  proceeding  which  it  seemed  excited  a  great 
deal  of  merriment  among  those  who  happened 
to  know  the  value  of  his   lordship^s    paper. 
When  the  sudden  smash  of  his  friend  Hut- 
diins  destroyed  all  his  fondly-cherished  hopes, 
and  every  probability  of  his  being  in  a  situation 
to  meet  these  bills,  the  peer  would  willingly 
have  let  the  matter  drop,  satisfied  with  what 
he  had  already  lost^to  wit,  the  price  of  the 
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•iHiipe  mud  tlie  adyettiseinfflits,  'wUdi  be  laA 
^aboned  in  hard  cadi ;  but  tbe  police  had  at 
ready  got  the  job  in  hand,  and  his  kndabip 
leoeived  a  Yisit  one  morning  firom  a  Bow  Street 
<^k«ir,  who  broi^[ht  him  the  agreeaUe  intellir 
gence  that  he  had  canght  Mr.  Haatiiiga  Wal- 
fliagfaam  at  liveipool,  and  had  brought  him 
uf  to  town  in  a  chaiae  and  four.  The  peer 
internally  eozsed  the  vigilanoe  of  .the  thiel* 
taker,  which  left  him  no  altematiTe  bat  to 
proeecute^  or  sabmit  to  a  great  deal  of  ill*iia- 
tared  comment.  He  was  forced  to  take  the 
line  of  pnblic  duty,  by  other  parties  coming 
forward  with  charges  against  the  prisoner,  who, 
upon  the  evidence,  was  committed  to  Newgate. 
At  the  Old  Bailey  he  made  a  good  defi^ce, 
but  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  transpor- 
tation for  fourteen  years.  My  curiosity  led  me 
to  visit  him  in  prison ;  he  seemed  glad  to  see 
me,  and  talked  very  freely  of  his  affairs,  iht 
unfortunate  issue  of  which  he  ascribed  to  the 
perfidy  of  his  sister,  whose  match  he  had  been 
the  principal  means  of  bringing  about,  under  the 
most  sdemn  promises  from  her  that  he  should 
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diare  her  influence  and  interest  with  Lord 
Reginald.  Bj  waj  of  revenging  himself  for 
her  breach  of  feuth,  he  had  himself  described  in 
the  calendar  as  ^'  only  brother  of  her  Grace 
the  Dnchess  of  Gosport  ;^  and  in  his  defence  at 
the  trial,  fistroured  the  conrt  and  the  public  with 
the  secret  history  of  her  Grace^s  marriage ;  an 
tclaircigsement  which  completely  extinguished 
aU  her  Grace^s  hopes  of  shining  forth  as  a  leader 
of  fiisbion  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Sweeting,  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  on  that 
head,  admitted  that  he  had  never  received  any 
unequivocal  and  decided  encouragement  from 
Miss  Hooper;  but  informed  me  that  the  old 
gentleman  openly  favoured  his  addresses.  He 
then  charged  me  with  a  commission  to  find  out 
Mr.  Coventry  Stapleton,  who  was  to  be  heard 
of  at  a  certain  haunt,  and  to  convey  to  that 
gentleman,  from  him,  an  intimation  that  he 
need  no  longer  make  himself  scarce,  as  there 
was  no  chance  of  his  being  ^^  wanted.*"  In  ex- 
pUmation  of  this  message,  which  I  promised 
fidthftilly  to  deliver.  Sweeting  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand, that  after  his  capture,  fearing  that 
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something  might  oome  out  at  his  expected  tnal 
to  implicate  his  friend,  he  had  warned  him  to 
keep  out  of  the  way,  but  as  the  appiehaid* 
ed  disdosnres  had  not  been  made,  he  wished 
to  recal  the  edict  of  banishment.  Sweetings 
whose  sangoine  temper  never  forsook  him,  had 
ahresdy  fonned  schemes  of  making  a  fortone 
at  New  South  Wales.  Nevertiidess,  upon  the 
whole,  he  gaye  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  hsd 
followed  a  bad  trade ;  and  dedaied  that,  if  hs 
were  to  recommence  life,  he  would  bind  him- 
self apprentice  to  a  tailor,  rather  than  be  de- 
pendant on  the  fickleness  of  fortune. 
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Mr  inde&tigable  firiends  in  Donghtj  Street 
were  again  busily  employed  in  finding  me  an- 
othw  dtnation,  but,  as  my  circmnstances  were 
now  made  tolerably  easy,  in  conseqi^ence  of  the 
munificent  gift  of  the  late  Duke  of  Gosport, 
it  was  decided  that  I  should  not  be  in  a  hurry 
to  suit  myself,  but  wait  until  something  more 
than  ordinarily  eligible  should  offer.  Had  I 
consulted  my  inclinations,  I  should  have 
taken  a  pleasure  trip  to  France  before  I  again 
settled  myself ;  such  dissipation,  however, 
would  not  have  been  calculated  to  raise  me 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hooper,  so  I  resolved 
to  stick  to  business. 

I  was  returning  one  afternoon  from  the  City, 
to  my  lodgings  at  the  West-end,  thinking  of 
Mary  Hooper,  and  building  aerial  castles,  when 
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I  wa8  stopped  by  a  short  squab  female,  neither 
very  young,  handsome,  nor  clean,  who,  look- 
ing earnestly  in  my  face,  begged  my  pardon, 
and  asked  if  my  name  was  not  Wiggins  ? 
With  great  surprise,  I  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  when  the  stout  lady,  with  something 
like  a  reproachful  look  and  sigh,  said, 

**  Then  you  iotCt  recollect  me,  dotft  you  ?^ 

'^  Really,  ma^am,  you  have  the  advantage. 
Bless  my  heart !  is  it  possible  ?  can  it  be  Julia 
—Miss  Peck  ?^ 

"  What  I'^  cried  she,  (for  it  was  indeed 
her,)  with  some  displeasure,  *^  am  I  so  altered 
then,  that  you  did  not  know  me  ?^^ 

"  Not  a  bit,"  answered  J,  with  an  unblushing 
countenance.  ^'  I  should  have  known  you  any- 
where ;  you  are  as  lovely  as  ever,  only  a 
leetle  stouter/' 

"  They  tell  me  I  'm  grown  rather  stout," 
said  Julia,  with  composure,  ^^independent  of 
my  situation." 

"  Situation  ?  "  echoed  I,  inquiringly. 

"  Yes,"  said  my  first  love,  bending  her  eyes 
on  the  pavement,  and  playing  with  a  yellow 
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reticule,  which  hung  from  her  arm,  *^  I  ''m  mar- 
ried.'' 

I  attempted  to  look  despair. 

"1^*8  now  nine  year  since,''  she  proceeded, 
**  aild  I  Ve  seven  children  living." 

"  Give  me  leave  to  offer  you  my  most  sin- 
cere congratulations,  my  dear  Mrs.  — —  I  beg 
your  pardon  ?  " 

"Groves,"  murmured  JuUa,  softly.  "And 
do  you,  Mr.  Wiggins,  really  rejoice  at  such 
an  event?" 

"  I  rejoice  at  anything  which  promotes  your 
happiness,"  answered  I,  with  eqm'vocal  gallan- 
try.    "  But  tell  me,  what  is  your  husband  ?" 

"We're  in  the  public  line,"  replied   Mrs. 

Groves.     "  Oh,  Mr.  Wiggins  !  we  never  know 

what  we  shall  come  to.  —  But  when  can  you 

come  and  see  me ;    I  've  oceans  to  tell  you. 

'  How  glad  I  am  !     Oh,  dear  ! " 

We  found,  on  comparing  notes,  that  niy 
lodgings  were  within  ten  minutes  walk  of  Mr. 
Groves's  gin-palace,  and,  after  some  discussion, 
it  was  agreed  that  I  should  accompany  my  old 
flame  thither  forthwith,  be  introduced  to  Iter 
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husband,  and  spend  the  daj  with  them.  We 
walked  away,  therefore,  arm-in-arm,  Milk 
Groves,  in  her  confusion  of  spirits,  sometimes 
uttering  an  exclamation  of  surprise  and  {Mea- 
sure at  our  unexpected  meeting,  sometimes 
giving  me  a  scrap  of  information  respecting 
her  adventures,  or  asking  a  question  about 
mine  since  we  had  seen  each  other;  sometimeS) 
again,  indulging  in  a  reminiscence  of  old  times^ 
and  very  frequently  stopping  to  catch  her  wind, 
exhausted  by  the  combined  efforts  of  waltii^ 
and  talking.  In  about  half  an  hour,  she  wel- 
comed me  into  her  house,  conducting  me  to 
a  small  dark  parlour  behind  the  bar,  the  waUs 
of  which  were  adorned  with  prints  of  racing 
and  cock-fighting ;  while  on  a  table  in  the  cor- 
ner, were  neatly  arranged  a  large  Bible,  Blair^ 
Sermons,  the  Pilgrim^s  Progress,  the  Encydo- 
pedia  of  Wit,  two  old  volumes  of  the  Racing 
Calendar,  and  a  backgammon-board.  In  this 
elegant  apartment,  which  was  powerfully  re- 
dolent of  tobacco  smoke  and  brandy  and  water, 
sat  a  huge  fellow,  with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth, 
and  a  tumbler  of  hot  mixture  at  his  elbow. 
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^  Loyey,^  said  Mrs.  Groves,  to  this  amiable 
person,  in  comparison  "with  whom  she  might 
hare  passed  for  a  sylph,  ^^IVe  brought  an 
old  friend  of  mine  to  introduce  to  yon.  Mr. 
Wiggins,  Mr.  GroTes.  I  picked  him  np  in 
the  street,  quite  by  accident.  Oh,  dear  !  how 
tived  I  am.^  So  saying,  she  spread  herself 
out  in  an  arm-^hair  to  cool,  for  the  day  was 
exeessiyely  warm. 

Mr.  Oroves,  without  rising,  cast  a  careless 
g^ce  at  me,  nodded  to  a  chair,  and  chuckled 
slightly. 

^^Sit  down,  Mr.  Scroggins;  my  wife^s 
friends  is  always  welcome,  and  IVe  seen  a 
pretty  many  of  ^em.  Ho!  what  will  you 
have?"" 

"  Thank  you,''  said  I,  "  a  little  weak  brandy 
and  water,  if  you  please.'' 

"  Bill,"  cried  Mr.  Groves  to  the  bar.  "  Why, 
missis,  you  seem  rather  blowed.  A  drop  of 
snmmut  short  for  you,  I  suppose  ?" 

"  La,  Groves,  how  can  you  ?  A  glass  of 
water,  I  think,"  said  she,  fiuintly. 

*^  Oh,  yes  I  you  looks  like  water ;  ha !  ha ! 
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ha  !   ha  !     Bill,  a  go  of  gin  to  yonr  mums, 
aad  cold  without  for  the  gent,  <—  directly."^ 

"  Well,  lovey,  you  know  best,**^  said  the 
obedient  wife ;  ^^  and,  certainly,  I  am  very 
warm— pugh  !^  And  she  fiumed  herself  vio- 
lently with  her  pocket-handkerchief  imtil  the 
arrival  of  the  fpn,  which  glided  down  her  throat 
with  an  ease  and  fluency,  as  if  it  was  not  una^ 
customed  to  the  passage ;  her  husband  winking 
at  me,  as  much  as  to  imply  that  such  was 
the  case. 

^'  Have  you  got  the  money  from  number 
five,  for  them  seventeen  pots  of  half-and-half?^ 
inquired  Mrs.  Groves  of  the  retreating  atten- 
dant. 

*'  No,  ma^am,'*''  answered  Bill ;  "  they  promise 
to  pay  on  Monday ;  and  master  said,  we  was  to 
try  ^em  once  more."*"* 

«  Didn't  I  tell  you,^  cried  JuUa,  **  if  they 
didn'*t  pay  to-day,  you  wasn^t  to  leave  another 
drop  of  liquor  at  the  door."" 

*'  Yes,  ma'am,  only  master — "" 

"  Master  !  don't  master  me,  you  stupid  fool  i 
I  '11  teach  you  to  disobey  my  positive  orders ! 
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if  you  don^t  get  the  money,  I  ^11  stop  it  out  of 
your  next  month.  What  do  you  stand  there 
for  ?  DonH  yon  see  the  people  at  the  bar  wait- 
iQg  to  be  served?^ 

The  fellow  withdrew  sulkily,  muttering  some- 
thing between  his  teeth. 

^*  There  now,  Mr.  Groves,^  continued  his 
spouse,  ^^  there  ""s  a  matter  of  five  and  eightpenoe 
as  good  as  gone ;  that  comes  of  your  credit 
system :  the  last  time  I  laid-in,  pounds  was  lost 
in  the  same  way.  If  it  wasnH  for  me,  the 
business  would  go  to  rack  and  ruin,  and  I,  a 
poor  delicate  creature,  always  Srbreeding.^ 

"  Come,  don''t  be  angry,  old  girl,'*  said  Mr. 
Ghroves  :  "  I  dare  say  it  will  be  all  right."*" 

"  You  dare  say  I  yes,  that 's  how  you  go 
on ;  that 's  the  way  with  all  you  men ;  as  long 
as  you  get  your  ease,  the  poor  wife  may  toil 
and  fret.  What  do  you  care,  though  there  is 
the  value  of  seventeen  or  twenty  pots  of  half- 
and-half  lost  to  your  family  ?     Oh  !  no  matter."*" 

To  these  reproaches  Mr.  Groves  made  no 
reply,  but  very  philosophically  returned  to  his 
pipe. 
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<^  Mr.  GioTe8>^  said  Jnlift,  with  a  qnii  vUeb 
somewhat  reminded  me  of  her  fozmer  sol^  ^  I 
will  not  be  treated  with  contempt.^ 

<«  Damn  70a  !^  answered  her  hxrd,  whose  pi^ 
tienoe  began  to  give  way ;  **  what  a  oootniy 
jade  you  are.  Yon  put  me  in  mind  of  my  qU 
mare.  If  yon  pulled  at  her,^  added  he»  ad- 
dressbg  himself  to  me,  **  die  milled ;  if  yon  let 
her  haye  her  head,  she  tnxned  stomachy,-* 
yicioos  all  over.^ 

"  Really,  sir,^  exclaimed  the  lady,  flnabing 
with  rage  at  this  nnsavonry  simile,  *^  yonr  oob- 
duct  is  unbearable ;  but  I  deserve  it  for  having 
demeaned  myself  by  marrying  sach  a  fellow. 
What  must  this  gentleman  think  of  such  lan- 
guage and  behaviour,  who,  like  myself,  has 
always  been  accustomed  to  the  moitt  genteelest 
society,  and  the  manners  of  igh  life.^ 

<^Hold  your  jaw,  or  by  Geoige  I^U  pat 
the  stick  over  you !  ^ 

"  Will  you, — will  you !''  cried  Julia,  almost 
speechless  with  passion. 

**  I  always  know  what  you  want,  when  yoo 
come  your  igh  life  over  me,^  rejoined  her  lord 
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and  maeter ;  '^  you  want  to  be  wopped ;  that 's 
what  you  do.*" 

Here  Julia  betook  herself  to  tears,  and  her 
hnsband  resumed  his  pipe. 
. .  I  now  thought  I  might  venture  to  mediate, 
and  each  party  seemed  willing  to  accept  my  in- 
terpoeition.  Mr.  Groves  said  he  was  all  for 
peace  and  quietness,  but  his  wife  was  enough 
to  provoke  a  saint:  Mrs.  Groves  maintained 
that  she  could  bear  anything  but  being  treated 
with  contempt,  and  complained  that  her  hus- 
band had  no  regard  for  a  woman  in  her  situ- 
ation. 

**Very  well,  my  dear,"  said  he,  "have  it 
your  own  way.     I  hate  quarrelling.'" 

"I^m  sure,  so  do  I,"  rejoined  the  lady; 
^*  but  you  began ;  you  damned  me,  and  called 
me  a  jade— yes,  a  jade ;  is  that  language  to  be 
used  to  your  lawful  wife,  and  the  mother  of 
your  seven  children,  to  danm  her,  and  call  her 
a  jade  ?^' 

"  But  you  provoked  me  to  it.'^ 

**  Come,  sir,**  said  I,  "  you  must  own  you 
were  a  little  too  strong  there ;  as  a  gentleman, 
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you  must  be  sorry  for  having  been  betrayed 
into  such  langoage.^ 

"  Well,  I  'm  sorry  for  it,**  answered  Grovea ; 
^*  I  certainly  don'^t  know  that  she  is  one.**" 

^'  And  now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Groves,"  said  I, 
'^  as  Mr.  G.  has  made  snch  a  handsome  apo- 
logy,  let  me  use  the  privilege  of  an  old  friend, 
to  advise  yon  to  think  no  more  of  this  little 
difierence.'*^ 

**  Yon  know  of  old,  Mr.  Wiggins,"  cried 
Julia,  snivelling,  "  that  I  ^m  of  a  very  forgiv- 
ing disposition,  and  hate  bearing  malice  ;  and, 
though  a  man  must  be  a  brute  that  ever  qua^ 
rels  with  me,  I  don'^t  wish  to  keep  up  jadj 
more  words,  as  Mr.  Groves  has  seen  his  error. 
But  Bill  shall  pay  for  the  pots,  that  I  ^m  de> 
termined." 

To  this  condition  her  spouse  made  no  re- 
sistance, and,  taking  out  his  watch,  finished  his 
liquor,  observing  that  he  had  an  engagement 
He  begged,  however,  that  I  would  make  my- 
self comfortable,  and,  giving  his  wife  a  buss, 
left  the  room. 
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^^  Ah,  Mr.  Wiggins  !  ^  said  Julia,  when  her 
husband  was  out  of  sight,  ^'  who  ever  could  have 
thought  that  we  should  meet  again  under  such 
circunistances.  You  have  had  a  pretty  speci- 
men of  my  domestic  felicity.  And  so  you  don''t 
think  I  ^m  much  altered  ?'^ 

She  said  this  in  an  insinuating  tone,  throwing 
herself  into  an  attitude,  and  gazing  at  me  with 
revolting  tenderness.  I  silently  wondered  that 
such  an  object  could  ever  have  been  attractive 
in  my  eyes,  and  blessed  my  stars  that  kind 
Fortune  had  not  smiled  auspiciously  on  my 
passion.  I  could  with  difficulty  bring  myself  to 
answer  in  a  complimentary  strain.  I  suppose 
she  perceived  the  want  of  vital  warmth  in  my 
flattery,  for  she  proceeded,  in  a  somewhat  re^ 
proachful  accent, 

VOL.    III.  L 
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<^  You  used  to  think  there  was  nothing  lib 
me,  at  one  time  ;  but  those  dajs  are  all  past 
and  gcme  now.^ 

*^  Don^t  mention  it,  my  dear  fiiend ;  we  must 
think  no  more  about  that  now.**^ 

<^  You  don't  look  a  day  older,^  and  I  think 
a  handsomer  man  than  you  used  to  be.^ 

^^  Hem  !  you  Ve  ¥ery  good  ta  say  so,^  lephed 
I,  confusedly;  for,  indeed,  I  began  to  UA 
alarmed  at  the  possible  tendency  of  sudi  eour 
versation.  ^^  But^  my  dear  Mrs.  Groves,  I  am 
all  anxiety  to  kno\r  what  you  Ve  been  abont 
since  we  parted  at  Lord  Leighton^s  ;  tell  me  all 
about  yourself,  pray.'^ 

Having  ordered  her  servant-maid  to  brii^ 
tea,  and  prefaced  her  story  with  a  deep  s^ 
she  thus  began : 

"  Well,  I  must  try  and  recollect.  Yoa 
know,  of  course,  I  was  my  lady'^s  confidant 
aU  through  the  affair  with  that  Colond  Cal- 
loway ;  I  knew  all  their  secrets  from  first  to 
last ;  I  am  sure  that  I  did  all  that  lay  in 
my  power  to  persuade  her  from  it.  ^My 
lady,^  says    I,  'it  's  very  wrung   to  do  such 
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things ;  and  though  the  Colonel  will  be  a  Earl 
at  his  tmcle^s  death,  and  haye  three  times  my 
lord'^s  fortune,  a  bird  in  the  hand  is  worth  two 
in  the  bosh.    And  then,  mj  lady,'*  says  I,  ^  con- 
sider, there  ^s  the  loss  of  character,  and  without 
character  you  cannot  go  to  Court,   or  to  Al- 
mack's,  or  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's,  or  any- 
thing.   At  all  events,**  says  I,  ^  don't  think  of 
going  off  with  the  Colonel;   there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  such  a  thing;  my  lord's  always 
out,  and  never  knows  anything  that  's  going 
on ;  and  if  he  was  to,  I  'm  sure  he  wouldn't 
mind,  so  as  there  was  no  what  d'ye-caJl-um-^ 
^claircttsemtnt.    Many  ladies,'  says  I,  ^  has  their 
beaux,    and  their  husbands  don't  mind  it,  as 
long  as  they  goes  on  quiet  and  respectable,' — 
which  you  must  know    as   well  as  me,   Mr. 
Wiggins,  having  lived  in  high  life ;— however, 
my  lady  wouldn't  be  persuaded.     ^  There 's  my 
lord,'  says  she,  *  entirely  neglects  me,  and  goes 
on  intriguing  with  Mrs.  Yates  right  under  my 
very  nose ;  but  whatever  I  do,  shall  be  done 
openly,  I  'm  determined ;  and  as  my  dear  Colo- 
nel is  ready  to  go  off  with  me,'  says  she, '  no- 
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iUsg,^  says  she,  ^  shall  stop  me  !**  And  to  be 
gore,  my  lad j,  poor  thing  i  was  rerj  much  to 
be  bepitied,  for  my  lord'^s  goings  on  was  shanie- 
fiol,  as  I  needn'^t  tell  jfou^  Wiggins.  And  as 
my  lady  was  a  very  good  lady  to  me* — for  she 
seldom  wore  a  dress  more  than  twice,  and 
ne^er  did,  like  some  mean  folks  who  call  them- 
adves  ladies  do,  sdl  their  left-off  things — I 
was,  of  coarse,  bound  in  gratitude  to  stick  to 
her  interests.  And  after  all  it  was  only  living 
abroad  for  a  few  years,  and  I  thought  I  should 
like  to  see  a  little  of  foreign  courts ;  and  then, 
your  being  so  strange  to  me  about  that  time, 
and  that  odious  Le  Beau  telling  me  he  was 
a  count  in  his  own  country,  (stinking  fellow !) 
and  altogether,  I  was  tempted  to  give  into 
the  thing,  and  we  all  eloped,  as  you  know.^ 

"  I  fear,'^  said  I,  "  from  your  manner  of  al- 
luding to  it,  that  the  speculation  didn'*t  turn 
out  well.**^ 

'*  The  worst  thing  ever  I  done,  as  it  hap- 
pened,^^  answered  Julia:  ^* nothing  good  ever 
comes  of  doing  what  is  wrong,  though,  to  be 
sure,  I  did  it  all  for  the  best.     However,  we're 
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weak  enJDg  mortals*^     I  ^m  snre  if  I  was  to 
live  over  again,  I  M  never  mix  myself  up  with 
such  disgraceful  things,  was  it  ever  so.     We 
hadnH  been  at  Paris  many  weeks  before  the 
Colonel  had  a  letter  from  his  uncle  to  say  he 
was  so    displeased   with   his  conduct  that  he 
meant  to  marry  immediately  in  the  hopes  of 
having  an  heir  of  his  own.     The  Colonel  was 
sadly  cut  up  by  this  news,  and  though  he  was 
obliged  in  honour  to    stand  by  my  lady,    he 
could  hardly  bear  the  sight  of  her  in  conse- 
quence ;  and  in  less  than  a  month^s  time  my 
lady  was  so  angry  at  his  shameful  treatment 
of  her,  after  she  had  sacrificed  everything  for 
him,  that  she  left  his  protection,  and  went  off 
to  Italy  with  a  young  chap,  an  ensign  in  the 
army,   with  nothing  but   his  pay.     I  refused 
positive  to  be  of  the  party  in  their  flight.     I 
tried  all  I  could  to  save  my  poor  lady  from 
her  Yatuation.     As  soon  as  I  saw  what  was 
going  on,  I  went  and  told  the  Colonel  in  pri- 
vate, and  I  wrote  a  ^nonymous  letter  to  the 
father   of  the    young    man;    but    neither  of 
^em  took  any  notice ;   so  the  poor   soul   was 


krfi  to  her  fiiAe.  Betweea  you*  md  me,  Wif> 
gins,  I  donH  tiiuik  she  ««dd  bora  been  quite 
ligiit  in  her  head;  for»  would  yoit  belieTe  it^ 
st  the  Tery  time  whea  die  took  up  vn&.  this 
ensign  diap,  thore  was  the  Duke  of  DeTixei 
^^ying  for  her !  He  t<dd  me  so  Ue  oim  mU, 
and  gave  me  a  twenty  poandHM)te»  fcomiaing 
to  make  it  a  hundred  if  I  could  peisaade  n^ 
lady  to  be  kind  to  him.  But  she  wotdd  not 
have  anjrthing  to  do  with  him  because  he  was 
an  ugly  old  fellow.  Did  you  oyer  hear  such 
stuff?  and  I  told  her  so  pretty  plainly.  ^  Ugly 
and  old,^  says  I,  ^  what  signifies  that  ?**  says  I^ 
^  a^n^t  he  a  Duke,  with  a  matter  of  a  hundred 
thoQsand  a-year?  Really  it  driYes  one  mad 
to  hear  you  talk  such  nonsense,^  says  I;  ^it 
isn'^t  like  a  sensible  woman  to  talk  in  that  way: 
the  more  uglier  and  older  he  is  the  more  like* 
li^  are  you  to  have  it  all  your  own  way  with 
him,  if  you  know  what  yon  are  about.  Who 
knows,^  says  I,  ^  but  he  may  make  a  Doditss 
of  you  when  the  divorce  is  granted  ?  and  at  all 
events,^  says  I,  ^  it 's  &r  more  rsqpectabler  Ur- 
ing  with  a  a^leman  like  the  Duke  of  Devises 
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than  going  about  witii  a  little  puppy  of  a  M^ 
low  not  worth  sijcpence.^  Bless  yov  heart), 
she  quite  flew  into  a  rage,  and  abused  me  {^ 
being  free  and  impertinent.  I  wasnH  going 
to  stand  that,  you  know,  Wiggins,  after  all 
that  had  happened,  so  I  just  gave  her  a  piece 
of  my  mind,  and  let  her  to  know,  that  I  was 
an  honest  woman,  and  didn^'t  ought  to  be  qx>ke 
to  in  that  way  after  all  my  fitithful  services. 
Then  she  burst  out  crying,  and  said  die  was 
the  most  miserable  and  degraded  of  human 
beings.  ^  It  ^s  all  your  own  fault  if  you  are,^ 
says  I ;  *  when  the  Duke  /    *  DonH  men- 

tion his  odious  name,^  says  she,  ^  I  entreat  yon. 
I  beg  your  pardon,^  says  she,  ^for  haTing 
spoken  to  you  so  sharply;  I  know  I  am  no 
longer  in  a  situation  to  use  such  a  tone.^  *  Don^t 
name  it,  pray,  my  lady,^  says  I ;  ^  I  assure  you 
1 1^11  think  no  more  of  it ;  I  am  sure  I  never 
sp^ik  but  for  your  lad]rship''s  good,  whidi  I 
study  morning,  noon,  and  night,  and  thafs 
why  I  want  you  to  accept  this  brilliant  ofier.^ 
But  yon  might  as  well  have  talked  to  a  stone 
wall ;  80  finding  this,  I  said  no  more,  but  took 
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my  discharge,  and  left  her  to  her  &ie.  Hiuiy 
people  In  my  place  would  have  thought  them- 
selves very  Ql-used,  and  certainly  it  was  la- 
ther  hard  upon  me ;  for,  besides  giving  up  my 
London  connection  in  going  abroad,  and  nm- 
ning  the  risk  of  hurting  my  character  by  conor 
tenancing  the  elopement,  I  lost  eighty  pounds 
in  good  money,  at  the  very  least.*" 

*^  You  had,  indeed,  much  to  compUun  of,^ 
said  I,  as  she  paused  to  make  the  tea ;  ^'  but 
I  am  anxious  to  hear  how  you  disposed  of 
M.  Le  Beau.'' 

"  Oh,  the  horrid  monster !  The  same  time 
that  I  left  my  lady,  Colonel  Calloway  and  he 
parted.  I  hated  the  creature ;  but  in  my  for- 
lorn situation  in  a  strange  country  what  could  a 
poor,  unprotected,  inexperienced  young  girl  do. 
I  shan't  repeat  all  the  lies  he  told  me  in  broken 
English  to  persuade  me  to  become  his  wife, 
but  the  end  was,  he  succeeded.  You  know, 
Wiggins,  it  was  nobody's  fault  but  your  own. 
If  you  hadn't  been  led  away  that  time  in  Lon- 
don by  bad  companions,  I  might  at  this  mo- 
ment have    been  your  wife ;    you   have    them 
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to  thank  for  losing  me :  how  could  I  be  ex- 
pected to  trust  my  matrimonial  happiness  to 
a  man  who  was  gambling  and  raking  all  over 
London.  Well,  I  don't  want  to  reproach  yoo, 
or  hurt  jour  feelings  more  than  is  necessary, 
for  I  dare  say  you  Ve  sorry  enough  for  it  now 
that  it  is  too  late.  Heigho  !  O  dear  me  !  The 
course  of  true  love  never  do  run  smooth,  as 
the  saying  is ;  otherwise  you  and  I  must  have 
come  together ;  our  tastes  and  feelings  was  all 
the  same.  Don't  you  recollect  when  you  used 
to  read  those  beautiful  novels  and  poetry  to 
me,  and  how  I  spoilt  my  lady's  white  satin 
slip  that  she  was  going  to  wear  that  night  at 
Lady  Woodbine's  ball,  while  I  was  listen- 
ing to  that  affecting  story  of  the  unhappy 
passion  and  seduction  of  the  lovely  Melinda 
St.aair?" 

"  I  do  indeed,*'  answered  I  ;  "  and  that  I 
presented  you  with  a  breadth  of  rich  figured 
satin,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  one  that  was 
spoiled,  which  circumstance  indelibly  fixed  the 
incident  in  my  memory." 

^^  Ah,"  said  Julia,  ''  those  was  happy  days ; 
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flaH  yi^m  before  70a  wae  wtnp^i&i  hf  bed 
eompeny ;  your  ^nt  was  then  aiuie  and  niw 
only.  It  was  that  O'Dienne  that  ramd  jen 
and  blighted  all  my  fondest  '*cpeB.'^ 

Here  die  beared  a  deep  sigh,  and  seemed 
preparin jf  to  get  ap  an  hysterie,  to  a^ert  which 
I  hastily  ehanged  the  sabject.  I  recalled  to 
her  nynd  our  performances  m  the  fosUoaaUe 
line,  our  bolls,  oar  soj^>ers,  and  exdusiTe  co- 
teries. She  kindled  at  these  reminisoenoes,  al» 
temately  langoii^ing,  and  inclining  her  head 
with  the  insolence  of  haut  foa,  as  she  did  of 
yore,  and  anon  describing  by  her  gestures  tiie^ 
evolntions  of  the  mazy  dance ;  even  as  the 
broken-down  hunter  rears  his  crest,  pricks  up  his 
ears,  and  neighs  aloud,  when  from  between  the 
shafts  of  the  dung-cart  he  hears  the  hr  cry  of 
the  hounds^  well-known  and  welcome  music, 
which  awakens  recollections  of  many  a  gallant 
diase  where  his  triumphs  were  achieved !  In 
like  manner,  the  sordid  occupations  in  which  she 
was  now  engaged  had  not  deadened  in  the 
breast  of  Mrs.  Groves  the  glories  of  former 
days.     Banished  from  high  life,  and  shoni  of 
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kU  her  grtoe  and  beauty,  she  still  retaiiiecl^  amid 
the  ftimefl  of  tobacco  and  heaTj  wet,  a  sool 
above  pots  I 

I  shall  not  tempt  the  patience  of  the  gentle 
reader  with  any  fxurther  details  of  Juliana  his- 
toiy.  Let  it  soffice  that  the  result  which  might 
have  been  anticipated  from  her  union  with  M. 
Le  Beau  very  shortly  took  place.  When  he 
had  lost  what  little  money  she  brought  him^ 
at  the  gaming-table,  he  proposed  that  they 
diould  die  together,  which  being  positiyely  de- 
clined on  the  part  of  the  lady,  he  was  com- 
pdled  to  relinquish  this  sociable  scheme,  and  set 
out  by  himself  in  search  of 

*'  That  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne 
No  trayeller  returns/' 

In  fact,  he  threw  himself  into  the  Seine,  and  his 
joyftd  relict  immediately  returned  to  England, 
where  her  merits  and  misfortunes  soon  procured 
her  a  new  situaticm,  which  she  kept  until  her  bo- 
som was  agitated  by  a  passion  for  Mr.  Groves, 
then  coachman  in  the  family,  and  a  fine  hand"* 
some  man,  she  assured  me,  as  anybody  would 
vriA  to  see.  As  a  reciprocal  feeling  was  acknow- 


ledged  by:  the  coachman,  their  lorce  weie  qukfc* 
\j  consecrated  by  matrimonj,  and  they  took  a 
small  road-side  inn,  from  which  they  had  mAj 
recently  lemoyed  to  their  present  honse* 

^'  It  wasnH  the  match  I  might  have  expect- 
ed,^ said  Julia,  **'  and  I  don'^t  think  I  should 
have  married  GroTes,  after  all,  if  it  hadn^t  been 
tor  news  that  was  brought  me  aboot  yon,  which 
shocked  me  very  much,  thougii  c^  course  there 
was  no  truth  in  it.  When  I  returned  to  Eng- 
land, I  inquired  immediately  about  you :  for  a 
long  time  I  could  hear  nothing  of  what  was 
become  of  you,  until  at  last  they  told  me,  do 
do  you  know,  that  you  was  transported.  I 
amost  fainted  away  when  I  heard  it ;  but  in 
that  case,  as  there  was  no  hope  of  our  ever 
meeting  again,  I  thought  I  might  as  well  marry 
Oroves,  especially  after  he  had  refused  the 
housekeeper,  with  a  fortune  of  a  thousand 
pounds,  and  a  very  good-looking  woman  into 
the  bargain,  for  my  sake.  From  what  I  heard 
afterwards,  however,  I  suspected  it  wasn^t  you, 
but  another  man  of  the  same  name,  that  had 
been  transported ;    though  I  declare  my  heart 
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came  up  in  mj  month  when  I  came  plump  up 

against  you  in  the  street.      Do   tell   me  the 

rights  of  it.** 

I  explained  to  her  that  the  real  culprit  was 
a  brother  of  mine  —  my  brother  Bill,  who,  it 

will  be  recollected,  had  been  sent  abroad  at  the 
public  expense  for  an  unhappy  propensity  to 
iiregnlar  appropriation.  Soon  after  my  old 
firiend  had  finished  her  story,  Mr.  Groves  re- 
turned home,  and  being  a  sociable  good-natured 
fellow,  he  pressed  me  to  stay  and  have  a  bit 
of  supper  and  a  glass  of  something  warm  after. 
I  accepted  the  invitation,  and  spent  a  very 
agreeable  evening,  during  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oroves  completely  drowned  their  conjugal  dif- 
ferences in  a  bowl  of  rum-punch,  and  I  left 
them  both  in  a  state  which,  I  am  concerned  to 
say,  too  clearly  proved  that  there  was  at  least 
one  similarity  of  taste  between  them. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

This  inddent  gave  a  sad  fihoek  to  the  twdtr 
sentiment  which,  eyen  after  mj  best  ^ffetfAm 
had  been  engaged  to  Miss  Hooper,  I  still  r»> 
tdned  for  the  object  of  mj  first  love.  In  "mhsi 
a  ridiculous  light  did  the  romantic  fancj  which 
I  had  entertained  for  so  many  years  now  ap- 
pear! What  a  contrast  between  the  pretty, 
piquante  little  waiting-woman,  and — shall  I 
write  the  words  P  — -  the  coarse,  fat,  drunken 
termagant,  whose  company  I  had  just  left,  bored 
and  disgusted !  Yet  a  little  reflection  sooa 
satisfied  me  that  a  calculation  founded  on  com- 
mon sense  would  have  led  to  this  result.  My 
beloved  Julia  was,  in  her  best  days,  a  bit  of  a 
shrew,  and  time  is  not  apt  to  improve  the  tem- 
per. I  recalled,  also,  many  instances  of  coarse- 
ness of  ideas  which  had  struck  me  amidst  the 
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refinement  of  her  manners.  And  as  to  her 
person,  it  required  no  oonjnror  to  divine  that 
a  yonng  lady  of  four  feet  and  a  half  high» 
with  an  inclination  to  embonpointj  would,  in 
maturer  years,  expand  into  a  mass  not  very 
consistent  with  a  civilized  idea  of  beauty.  Such, 
however,  and  similar  to  these  are  the  illusions 
by  which  the  happiness  of  half  the  wedded 
worid  is  betrayed.  A  clean  ankle,  a  bright 
eye— often  mere  youth  and  health  are  sufficient 
to  captivate  the  fiancy,  and  parties  rush  into 
matrimony  without  regard  to  any  solid  quality, 
to  &11  back  upon  ten  years  hence,  when 
these  charms  shall  have  vanished  or  lost  their 
novelty.  Hiq>pily  for  me,  cruel  &te-*as  the 
cant  of  sentiment  has  it— prevented  this  con* 
summation,  and  reserved  my  choice  for  a  period 
when  both  head  and  heart  would  be  more 
likely  to  concur  in  a  matter,  with  which,  at 
fiv^e-and-twenty,  I  beEeve  it  seldom  happens 
that  either  the  one  or  the  other  has  much  to 
do. 

I  was  felicitating  myself  on  the  narrow  es- 
cape I  had  had  of  investing  my  happiness  in 
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tened  In  the  eyes  of  my  bene£Etctor  were  the 
more  enviable. 

What  pity  ^tis  that  the  sons  of  wealtL 
who  seek  for  happiness  in  the  hell,  the  bro- 
thel, the  kitchen,  the  cellar,  and  the  stable, 
do  not  more  frequently  cultivate  a  taste  for 
doing  good  to  their  fellow-creatures — a  taste 
more  simple,  more  permanent,  more  economical, 
and  productive  of  the  most  exquisite  enjoyment. 

No,  ye  G  s  and  C s  and  L s,  not 

even  the  moment  of  triumph  over  female  virtue, 
not  the  fruition  of  the  chtf-dioeuvrt  of  an  Ude, 
nor  the  victory  of  the  nag  upon  which  you  have 
staked  your  fortune,  can  afford  such  bliss  as 
a  generous  heart  experiences  in  conferring  a 
benefit  upon  a  fellow-creature  ! 

This  appointment  was  a  very  considerable 
elevation  in  the  social  scale,  for  independently 
of  its  emolument,  it  brought  along  with  it  a 
weight  and  respectability  which  I  had  never 
before  possessed.  I  had  also  the  advantage  of 
a  field  in  which  I  might  signalize  my  talent, 
for  my  predecessor  had  been  dismissed  on  ac- 
count of  the  business  of  the  house  having  fallen 
off  upon  the  circuit   under  his  management. 


SU  prrz-wiGGCfs. 

I  liad,  tiieiefiotey  to  repair  the  dfeets  of  km 
negligence  or  incapadtj,  and  mj  Bmeaam  ^rat 
half  accompluhed  ai  starting  —  for  I  staitei 
with  a  determination  to  toooeed. 
.  I  mcoommodated  myaelf  to  mj  new  ataatioa 
with  my  usual  fiMxlity,  and  aeqoxred  the  ptaoli* 
eal  details  of  mj  binness  with^— if  I  maj  with* 
out  yanity  say  so— my  osoal  aptitade.  I  foond 
it  a  very  pleasant  life,  and  if  drewnataiiOQB  liad 
aot  latdy  given  my  thoughts  a  domestic  tonf 
I  Ghould  have  considered  my  career  happly 
tenninated  in  the  lot  of  a  commercial  traTellflC 
There  are  many  of  the  materials  for  happine« 
in  such  a  life— a  good  income— ^ood  cheer— 
good  society  and  locomotion.  But  what  are 
all  these  to  a  man  whose  mind  is  pre-occapied 
with  the  idea  of  a  pretty  girl  and  a  jcoroiny 
cottage?  Yet  such  is  the  perverse  tendency 
of  human  nature  never  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
present  condition,  that  were  I  in  possession  of 
the  domtu  et  plaocta  uxor^  which  I  now  sighed 
for,  I  could  just  imagine  the  possibility  (not 
being  a  romantic  youth,  but  a  man  of  twenty 
years  of  worldly  ezperioice)  that  after  a  dmi 
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apoee,  I  migbi  rerert,  iritii  a  sigli,  to  the  care- 
kn  fireedom  and  ooaifort  of  the  canmerGial 

This  period  of  mj  life  iras  not  very  fertile 
in  adventore;  in  &ct,  I  was  occapied  in  a 
sedulous  attention  to  my  business,  and  reso- 
lately  dedined  all  the  allurements  of  company 
and  disnpaiion.  My  industrious  endeayouis 
were  rewarded  with  saooess,  and  after  a  yearns 
aerrioe,  I  had  the  satis&cticm  of  being  infermed 
by  the  senior  partner,  that  any  doubts  which 
fas  might  have  fiuxnerly  entertained  widi  re- 
•pect  to  my  conduct  and  qualifications  were  now 
cenpletely  removed,  and  that  I  had  fully  jus- 
tified the  urgent  recommendation  by  which 
alone  he  had  been  induced  to  consent  to  my 
being  placed  upon  the  establishment.  This 
praise  afforded  great  exultation  to  Tibbetts, 
by  whom  it  was  doubtless  advised  to  a  certain 
q^iaiter  in  due  course. 

Soon  after,  I  had  the  ineziHressible  gratifica- 
tion of  recdving  a  letter  from  my  late  yenerable 
mqfdoyer,  congratulating  me  on  the  prosperous 
feeolt  of  my  lately  adopted  habits  of  industry 


.  it 
,  thai  ix  w^ 
tke  voria;— lie  and  b 
a  few  daT3  btfon  dL 
of  agaA'mg  s  ttareller 
or  thtee  other  pUcn 
thej  thoaglit  opportaa 
tending  their  conoecti 
thonght  no  time  §liiHi]d 
u  I  W8S  at  present  diae 
to  Mr.  Hndiion  that  ver 
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eyening  that  the  measure  had  been  decided 
upon.  But  I  was  somewhat  amused  at  the 
emphasis  and  particularity  of  the  written  in- 
struction which  he  sent  me,  and  the  so- 
lemnity of  his  concluding  assurance,  "  that 
in  entrusting  this  matter  to  my  conduct,  the 
firm  placed  implicit  reliance  on  my  talent  and 
zeal;^ — as  if  the  real  object  of  my  mission 
was  to  gain  the  custom  of  a  few  petty  trades- 
men, instead  of  being  a  pretext  got  up  by  the 
junior  partner  to  afford  me  a  meeting  with  my 
beloTed  mistress. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


I  WAB  barns  on  tlia  wings  of  lore  and  hope 
to  the  pleMaBt  little  town  of  On  mj 

arrinl,   I  immediatelj  deqwtdied  a  note  to 
Mr.  Hooper,  stating  tbat   I  had  come  down 
there  on  bnsiness,  and  requesting  to  know  when 
I  might  haye  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  him. 
My  messenger  brought  back   an  answer  that 
Mr.  Hooper  would  be  ghd  to  see  me  at  tea 
the  same  evening.     I  was  received  bj  the  old 
gentleman  with  a  frankness  and  cordiality  highl  j 
flattering,  and  by  the  young  lady  with  a  flutter 
and  embarrassment  no  less  satis&ctory  to  my 
feelings,   for  I  interpreted  this  peculiarity  m 
her  manner  as  a  certain  symptom  of  the  tender 
pasnon.     Consequently,  '^  my  bosom'^s  lord  sat 
lightly  on  its  throne,^  for  I  thought  that  my 
trials  and  disappointments  were  now  certainly 
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at  an  end,  and  that  if  ever  substantial  prospects 
of  happiness  for  the  remainder  of  Ufe  opened 
upon  man,  those  prospects  now  &wned  upon 
me.  I  talked  away,  therefore,  with  my  wonted 
confidence  and  fluency.  My  Mary  (for  I  con- 
sidered her  as  good  as  mine»)  said  little ;  but 
under  the  circumstances,  I  could  not  have  wish- 
ed her  to  be  voluble;  doubtless  her  feelinga 
were  too  big  for  utterance.  The  comTersatios 
was  sustained  by  Mr.  Hooper  and  myself,  and 
turned  chiefly  upon  commercial  matters^  which 
the  old  gentleman  considered  the  most  inter- 
esting topic,  as  he  esteemed  an  upright  and 
socoessful  tradesman  the  first  diaracter  in 
society.  His  good  opinion  of  me  was  materi- 
ally enhanced  by  the  information  and  zeal  which 
I  dLaplayed  on  this  subject,  and  he  emphati- 
caUy  assured  me  it  would  be  my  own  fiEiult^ 
if,  in  twenty  years  time,  should  my  life  be 
spaced  so  long,  I  were  not  a  man  of  substance. 
'^  la  the  course  of  nature,"^  he  added^  ^^  it  ia 
not  probaUe  that  I  shall  witness  your  pro- 
sperity, but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  my  child 
may,  and  I  think  I  can  venture  to  say,  that 
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to  none  of  jour  fiiends  will  it  give  man  pkir 
man  than  to  her. — ^Yes,  1117  desr,^  added  Mr. 
Hooper,  as  his  daughter  Mnshingly  munnured 
•omething  of  aaseiit  to  this  nndertahiiig  on  her 
part ;  *'  besides  the  good  wishes  70a  would 
naturally  give  to  a  young  man  who  had  senred 
yoor  fiiiher  with  integrity,  yon  will  feel  inter- 
ealed  in  seeing  yonr  prediction  Terified.— 'Yon 
most  know,'"  he  proceeded,  addressing  himself 
to  me,  ^^  that  when  I  was  disposed  to  judge 
you  harshly,  this  young  lady  interceded  m 
your  behalf,  and  importuned  me  not  to  aban- 
don to  rain  a  person  who  showed  a  capability 
for  better  things,  and  was,  she  felt  conrinced, 
fiir  from  being  utterly  depraved.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, my  dear  sir,  you  will  justify  an  ojnnioo, 
which  I  can  assure  you  mainly  induced  me  to 
regard  the  errors  of  yonr  former  life  with  in- 
dulgence.'*^ 

Miss  Hooper  blushed  still  deeper  at  this  dis- 
closure, and  cast  a  half  ezpostulatory  glance  at 
her  father.  For  my  part,  I  was  so  transported 
with  this  delightful,  conclusiye  proof  of  her 
affection  for  me,  and  the  intimation,  thus  point- 
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ediy  coDTeyed,  of  Mr.  Hooper^s  iq^probation 
of  my  Boit,  that  my  diffidence  and  doubt  were 
at  once  overcome ;  nay,  I  thought  I  should  be 
oonaidered  wanting  in  discernment,  or,  even, 
in  alacrity,  if  I  delayed  a  moment  longer  in 
making  an  avowal  of  my  feelings.  I  cleared 
my  throat  accordingly,  and  had  just  entered 
on  my  preface,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the 
untimely  entrance  of  a  visiter. 

This  unseasonable  intruder  was  a  genteel, 
good4ooking  fellow,  about  thirty.  A  tap  at 
the  door  had  alone  announced  his  approach, 
and  he  walked  into  the  room  with  a  free  and 
easy  &miliarity,  which  would  belong  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  circle.  He  shook  hands  with 
Mr.  Hooper,  and  passing  to  his  daughter,  greet- 
ed her  with  a  manner  which  seemed  to  imply 
tenderness  and  intimacy.  He  then  honoured 
me  with  one  of  those  who-the-devil-are-you 
looks,  which  freo-bom  Britons  may  sometimes 
be  observed  to  bestow  upon  strangers.  His 
next  proceeding,  was  to  draw  a  chair  close 
to  Miss  Hooper,  seat  himself  therein,  and  ask 
her,  in   a    low,    soft   voice,   *^  how    she   got 

VOL.  III.  Jtf 


mt  f^    Thk»  I  tlMN^t,  mm  pratty  veB  far  t 
WMMk  wlio  was  naitlier  m  brother  nor  a  kmr. 
Bot  I  could  not  daatoYer  that  m j  Maiy  shoved 
anj  mark  of  decided  dugnst  at  this  sort  of 
attention,  and  Mr.  Hooper  accoatcd  him  in  t 
style  which  seemed,  ahnost^  to  wamnt  sack 
fiuniliarity.    He  caUed  him   fay  his  chnstiM 
name,  inqmred  after  his  &ther  and  mother,  aai 
asked  him  some  qneetions,  from  wUch  I  col- 
lected that  he  was  in  the   malt   line.     Mr. 
Hooper  then  named  me  to  him,  mentioning,  at 
the  same  time,  who  I  was.     Mr.  Charles  Pen- 
nington acknowledged  the  introduction  with  a 
supercilious   contraction  of  his  eyelids,  and  a 
dight  bend,  which  I  returned,  intemaDy  book- 
ing my  new  acquaintance  for  the   most  con- 
ceited,  provincial,   half-bred,    insufferable  cox- 
comb, I  had  erer  encountered;  a  subject,  in 
ebort,  whom  it  would  be   a  great   htzuir  to 
kick. 

The  prospects  of  the  barley  hanrest,  and  the 
probable  anwunt  of  the  1k^  duty  in  the  ensoiag 
year,  having  been  sufficiently  discussed,  the  con- 
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▼ersation  became  rather  monosyllabic,  and  the  / 
maltster  looked  as  if  he  wished,  and  expected, 
that  I  should  take  my  departure ;  an  observa- 
tion which  I  no  sooner  made  than  I  resolved 
to  outsit  him,  and,  suspecting  that  his  range  of 
ideas  was  limited,  I  took  up  the  talk,  intending 
to  astonish  and  overawe  him  by  my  knowledge 
of  life  and  manners,  and  things  in  general. 
He  challenged  me  in  information,  but  soon 
found  that  he  was  over-paced,  (as  my  friend 
Sweeting  would  have  said,)  and  declined.  He 
then  tried  me  in  argument,  but  here  my  super!- 
orit  j  was  still  more  manifest.  He  maintained 
his  ground,  however,  with  great  pertinacity, 
until  he  had  not  a  leg  to  stand  upon,  when 
Mr.  Hooper  interposed,  and  pronounced  in  my 
fitvour.  At  his  decision,  Mr.  Pennington  red- 
dened to  the  temples  with  shame  and  anger; 
while  Miss  Mary,  who  evidently,  though 
Heaven  knew  how  or  why,  took  some  interest 
in  this  young  man,  affected  to  be  absorbed  in 
tea-making  to  hide  her  annoyiuice  at  her  firiend's 
discomfiture. 
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Bfr.  Penningtoii  swallowed  hk  soochoDg  in 
alence  and  in  haste,  and  then,  rising  somewhat 
abraptlj,  took  his  leave  of  the  Hoopers  with 
a  degree  of  coldness  and  restraint,  and  of  me, 
with  a  slight  inclinaticm,  wUch  partooh  more 
of  insolence  than  conrtes]r.  I  remained  master 
of  the  field,  sipping  the  fragrant  beyeiage  with 
the  utmost  leisure  and  nnooooem.  But  mj 
triumph  was  alloyed  by  sensations  and  suspi- 
cions, connected  with  this  good-looking,  though 
illogical  and  disagreeable  introder,  which  I 
in  vain  tried  to  exclude.  I  became  oppressed 
and  silent.  Miss  Hooper  sat  playing  abstract- 
edly with  her  teaspoon,  and  a  slight,  low  agh 
escaped  from  her  gentle  bosom. 

The  old  gentleman  was  the  first  to  break  an 
awkward  silence,  by  wondering  what  could  hare 
made  Charles  Pennington  take  himself  off  bo 
soon  that  night  ? 

^*  DidnH  it  strike  you,  my  dear,  that  he  went 
away  rather  suddenly?  He  generally  is  a 
tremendous  fellow  at  tea,  and  I  observed  he 
only  took  one  cup.  Was  anything  the  matter 
with  him?'' 
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Miss  Hooper  answered,  she  did  not  know,  — 
die  did  not  notice  anything. 

"  Well,  then,  I  suppose  it  most  have  been 
mj  fancy ;  unless  it  was,  that  he  was  upset 
by  your  getting  the  better  of  him  in  argument. 
Poor  fellow,  he  certainly  was  quite  in  the 
wrong  box,  there,  —  ha  !  ha  ! " 

"  I  should  not  imagine,**'  answered  I,  joining 
in  the  good-humoured  laugh  of  the  old  gentle- 
man, with  an  ill-natured  sneer,  which  I  could 
not,  at  the  moment,  suppress,  ^'  I  should  not 
imagine  that  the  young  gentleman  was  ever 
much  of  an  adept  at  argument.''^ 

"  He  is  what  is  better,^  returned  Mr. 
Hooper,  gravely, ''  an  adept  at  his  business,  and 
an  industrious,  worthy  young  man.  I  know 
no  one  more  in  the  way  of  making  money 
than  Charles  Pennington.  I  should  not  be 
surprised  to  see  him  a  rich  man,  in  a  very  few 
years.^ 

I  submitted  to  this  reproof,  «rhich  I  had 
deserved,  and  Mr.  Hooper  immediately  re- 
sumed his  former  kindness.  But  the  young 
lady  continued  discomposed,  and  I  determined, 
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under  all  cireiimstaaceey  to  postpone  my  in- 
tended declaration  until  the  morrow.  Soon 
'  after,  I  made  my  bow,  to  the  evident  relief  of 
Miss  Hooper ;  her  &ther,  however,  dismissed 
me  very  kindly,  and  desired  to  see  me  daily, 
during  my  stay. 


247 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

I  RETURNED  to  mj  inn,  with  feelings  very 
different  from  those  which>  I  once  thought, 
would  have  accompanied  me  to  my  pillow  that 
night.  The  demon  of  jealousy  had  found  access 
to  my  bosom.  With  the  self-tormenting  ac- 
curacy of  a  lover,  I  recollected,  and  dwelt  upon 
every  word  and  look  which  had  passed  between 
my  mistress  and  the  maltster,  and  the  result 
was,  the  torturing  conviction,  that  their  cor- 
respondence was  exceedingly  suspicious.  I  then 
reviewed  everything  that  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  young  lady  and  myself,  since  the 
commencement  of  our  acquaintance,  and  strictly 
examined  all  those  indescribable  passages,  which 
I  had  interpreted  as  marks  of  preference  and 
affection.     By  this  scrutiny,  some  of  the  evi- 
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dence  which  I  had  previonslj  received  was  re- 
jected, much  was  diminished  in  force,  and  even 
proofis,  which  I  had  fondly  considered  concla- 
sive,  were  reduced  to  strong  presumptions.  No- 
thing decidve  had  ever  been  said,  or  done,  on 
either  side  ;  and  I  could  not  disguise  from  mj- 
self,  that  it  was  just  possible  Miss  Hooper 
might  never  have  thought  seriously  of  me  as  a 
husband.  However,  I  resolved  to  endure  this 
suspense  no  longer,  but  to  come  to  an  explana- 
tion the  next  day ;  and,  having  thus  decided, 
I  finished  my  negus,  called  for  slippers  and  a 
candle,  and  walked  off  to  bed,  where,  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  love-lorn  swains,  I  enjoyed 
a  very  sound  sleep,  disturbed  only  by  a  dream 
of  a  sanguinary  pugilistic  contest,  between  the 
late  Duke  of  Gosport  and  the  Hampshire 
Chicken. 

At  an  early  hour  the  foUowing  day  I  waited 
upon  Mr.  Hooper,  and,  having  requested  to 
speak  to  him  alone,  at  once  opened  the  busi- 
ness. I  told  him  that  I  had  insensibly  formed 
an  attachment  to  his  daughter,  and,  before  I 
permitted  it  irretrievably  to  affect  my  happi- 
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nes8^  I  took  the  liberty  of  asking  him  whether 
he  could  encourage  me  to  hope  P 

'^  I  will  treat  you  with  the  same  candour  and 
frankness  which  you  have  used  towards  me, 
Mr.  Wiggins,'^  was  the  answer  of  my  good  old 
friend.  "  Although  I  have  every  hope  of  you 
for  the  future,  I  cannot  so  far  forget  your  past 
life  as  to  feel  that  confidence  in  the  stability 
of  your  character,  which  I  should  naturally 
wish  to  repose  in  the  husband  of  my  child. 
I  will  honestly  tell  you,  that  I  should  feel 
a  great  deal  of  regret  if  my  daughter'^s  choice 
were  to  fix  upon  you, — I  would  even  endeavour 
to  dissuade  her  from  it ;  but,  if  she  persevered, 
I  should  not  carry  my  opposition  beyond  a  cer- 
tain point.  According  to  my  principle,  a  father 
is  not  justified  in  coercing  the  affections  of  his 
offspring,  unless  those  affections  were  placed  in 
a  quarter  where  there  were  serious  moral,  or 
worldly  objections.  I  cannot  countenance  any 
attempt,  at  present,  to  recommend  yourself  to 
my  daughter.  I  am  not  aware  that  she  enter- 
tains any  feeling  towards  you,  similar  to  those 
which  you  have,  I  am  sure,  sincerely  expressed 
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for  her :  I  hope  she  doee  not.  Bot  I  have  al- 
ready possessed  joa  of  my  sentiments  on  that 
head.  This  must  be  pdnfol  to  your  feehngs, — 
I  dionld  not  wish  it  otherwise.  I  wodd  not 
have  spoken  thus  to  a  man  whom  I  believed 
to  be  deficient  in  either  sense  or  feeling.  I 
will  now  give  you  a  further  proof  of  my  con- 
fidence in  your  honour,  by  imparting  to  you 
a  secret,  which  could  be  reyealed  to  none  but 
a  trusted  friend.  The  young  man  whom  you 
saw  here  last  night  is  the  person  in  whom  I 
hope  to  find  a  son-in-law.  He  is,  I  have  CTery 
reason  to  believe,  warmly  attached  to  Mary, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  probability  of  an  objection 
on  her  part.  Under  these  circumstances,  my 
good  friend,  the  only  advice  I  can  give  you, 
is  to  dismiss  the  matter  from  your  thoughts. 
Ck)me,  you  will  not  die  of  love,  I  venture  to 
predict ;  you  will  one  day  console  yourself  with 
a  rich  widow,  a  Lady  Tott,  eh  ?*" 

I  was  too  much  mortified  and  dejected  to  re- 
ply, nor  could  I  allow  myself  the  satisfaction  of 
feeling  angry  or  ill-used,  for  the  truth  and  good 
sense  of  Mr.  Hooper^s  objections  were  too  pal- 
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pable,  and  his  maimer  of  extinguishiiig  my 
hopes  so  kind  and  considerate,  as  to  allay  the 
irritation  which  would,  naturally,  arise  from  a 
proceeding  so  painful.  I  took  my  leave,  there" 
fore,  without  making  any  answer,  nor  did  Mr. 
Hooper,  though  he  pressed  my  hand  warmly, 
make  any  effort  to  detain  me. 

From  Mr.  Hooper's  house,  I  repaired  to  that 
of  a  party  with  whom  I  had  business ;  and  so 
much  is  man,  if  he  chooses  it,  the  creature  of 
reason  and  self-control,  'that  I  entered  as  fully 
and  effectually  into  this  particular  matter,  as 
if  my  mind  were   occupied   by  nothing  else. 
Many  persons,  situated  as  I  then  was,  would 
have  persuaded  themselves  that  they  were  in- 
capable of  presently  attending  to  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life,  and  that  it  argued  insensibility 
to  do  so.     Such  is  the  importance  of  cultivating 
character,  which  alone  can  give  coherence,  vi- 
goiir,  and  stability  to  the  moral  and  intellectual 
qualities. 

Having  succeeded  in  the  ostensible,  though 
not  the  real  object  of  my  mission,  and  visited, 
according  to  my  instructions,  a  few  other  adja- 
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eent  places,  I  retumed  to  London,  and  imme- 
diately communicated  m  j  disappointment  to  my 
friends  in  Doughty  Street.  I  foond,  npon  ex- 
amination, that  their  anziet  j  to  jyromote  my 
wifihes  had,  in  some  measore,  coloured  and  exag- 
gerated the  circnmstances  npon  which  they  had 
founded  my  chances  of  a  happy  result.  Both 
Tibbetts  and  his  lady  expressed  a- great  deal 
of  gratuitous  indignation  on  the  subject,  and 
even  abused  Mr.  Hooper  for  a  proud,  strait- 
laced,  formal  old  fellow,  for  making  such  a  fuss 
about  what  was,  after  all,  nothing  more  than 
a  lark. 

^'I  wouldn^'t  have  stood  it,  if  I  had  been 
you,  Simon,'*'  quoth  Tibbetts,  looking  very  big 
and  resolute ;  '^  dash  my  wig !  if  I  wouldn't 
have  snapped  my  fingers  at  the  old  fellow,  and 
carried  the  girl  off.''    • 

*'  Gh>  along  with  your  nonsense  ! "  said  his 
spouse,  with  huge  contempt ;  *'  you  know  you 
wouldn't  have  done  no  such  a  thing.  You  talk 
of  carrying  girls  off,  indeed,  spooney  !  you 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself." 

**  I  only  meant — " 
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"  You  only  meant,"^  interrupted  Lady  Tott, — 
^'  you  donH  know  what  you  meant,  no  drop  it. 
Wiggins,  I  tell  you  what,  I  think  you  Ve  well 
out  of  this  job.  After  all,  what  ^s  three  thou«^ 
sand  pounds,  for  a  smart  young  fellow  to' go 
at  ?  Now  I  Ve  got  an  article  in  my  eye,  that 
would  be  just  the  thing  for  you,  if  it  could  be 
made  a  deal ;  none  of  your  chits  of  girls,  that 
don^t  know  their  own  minds,  but  a  staid  wo- 
man, come  to  years  of  understanding,  her  own 
missis,  with  a  matter  of  seven  hundred  pounds 
aryear,  besides  some  ready.  What  do  you  say 
to  that,  now  ?^ 

"  You  don't  mean  Mrs.  Dolphin,  lovey  ?*" 

**  Mrs.  Dolphin,  Mrs.  Devil,  —  a  flaunting, 
flareaway  thing,  who  looks  upon  herself  as  a 
beauty,  and  makes  eyes  at  the  men  like  a 
kept  madam.  A  pretty  sort  of  a  wife,  indeed, 
to  stick  into  a  friend.  No,  I  mean  Mrs. 
Chapman,  a  very  different  sort  of  person.*" 

'^  She  shaVt  be  a  beauty,  and  no  mistake,*^ 
muttered  Tibbetts,  half  aside. 

^^  And  what  do  you  know  about  beauties  ?''' 
inquired  his  lady,  by  whom  this  remark  was 


jOQ  ?  I  8aj,  Mn.  Chapmmt  k  wkat  wuy 
people  would  caD  a  fine^ooking  womaB,  quite 
good-loddng  enough  &»*  any  man,  I  'm  sore.^ 

^^  She  may  be  for  a  man,  but  I  ''m  Uessed  if 
die  is  for  a  woman,*^  aaid  Tibbetta,  in  a  low 
key,  and  aomeidiat  soUdly. 

^  Oh,  dear  !  how  sharp  we  are  all  of  a 
sodd^i;  wfaaf's  up  with  yoa  then,  eh?^  in- 
qnired  her  ladyship. 

^^  ^Vlly,  because  your  down  upon  a  fellow 
so. 

^'  Then  what  do  yoa  talk  of  things  you  don't 
know  nothing  about,  for?  Nobody  said  she 
was  a  Venns  of  medicine  ;  bat  what  business 
is  it  of  yours,  pray  ?^ 

^^  I  thought  I  might  q)eak,  though  I  know 
you  're  the  grey  mare.^ 

The  last  part  of  this  reply  was  meant  to  be 
inaudible,  but,  unluckily,  reached  the  eais  of 
Lady  Tott,  whose  count^iance  immediately 
kindled. 

'*  I  desire,  Tibbetts,^  said  her  ladyship,  ^'  tou 
don't  give  me  any  of  your  low-lived,  Tolgar 
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alang.  I  ^11  have  you  to  know,  sir,  that  you  \e 
got  to  deal  with  a  gentlewoman,  you  little 
whipper-snapper." 

"Well,  my  darling  Uttle  Totty,  don't  be 
savage ;  I  didn't  mean  anything.  I  know 
you're  as  superior  to  me,  as  you  are  to  the 
rest  of  your  sex  ;  so  give  us  a  kiss." 

"  Paws  off,  Pompcy !"  cried  the  lady,  with 
a  commanding  yoice  and  gesture,  to  repel  the 
tender  advances  of  her  lord.  "  I  wonder  how 
much  longer  it  will  be,  before  I  shall  learn  you 
manners.  Come,  now,  you  mind  what  you  're 
at." 

With  this,  she  gave  her  lord  a  stem,  sig- 
nificant look,  and  then,  turning  to  me,  re- 
sumed the  subject  of  Mrs.  Chapman,  who,  she 
thought,  was  not  indisposed  to  re-enter  the 
matrimonial  state. 

*'  She  told  me,  the  very  last  time  I  see  her, 
that  she  believed  she  should  be  obliged  to  mar- 
ry, for  a  protection  against  a  growed-up  son 
she's  got,  who  wanted  to  bring  her  to  beg- 
gary. He's  one  of  your  scamps  of  fashion- 
ables, you  know,  always  a  riding,  and  driving, 


wmdjmlbMmg  willi  tke  tip44ip  foifitT,  md  m 
dmidfiil  pmid.  Iky  tdl  wat,  he  west  Mliee 
aobodj  uider  m  honoimble.  Hmrcfrery  tUi 
yoBDg  dMip  is  ahmys  boDyii^  tbe  old  bdy  for 
duno ;  if  ii  woo  me,  I  ^d  soon  Aoiw  him  iht 
OBtflide  of  my  door;  but  ii  iofi  crciybody  at 
luiTe  got  qKTtei ;  and,  between  yon  and  I,  Wig- 
giaa,  Mm.  Chapman  »  as  soft  as  Imtter,  foil  of 
nenrcs  and  hysteries,  and  a  passd  of  stuff;— 
bowerer,  that  *8  neither  here  nor  theie.  They 
wonH  hart  yon,  yon  know.  What  do  yoa  say 
to  it,  eh  'r 

I  fear  the  gentle  reader  will  anticipate  a 
prompt  and  decided  negatire  to  this  design,  and 
will  be  indignant  that  I  shoald  ever  hare  cheat- 
ed him,  or  her,  ont  of  any  sympathy  with  my 
feelings  for  Miss  Hooper,  when  I  confess,  that, 
so  far  Arom  rejecting  it,  I  thanked  my  good 
friend  for  this  &rther  proof  of  her  interest  in 
my  welfiire,  and  at  once  accepted  her  proposal 
of  introducing  me  to  Mrs.  Chapman.  The  con- 
trary coarse  would,  doubtless,  have  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  practice  of  heroes  and  heroines 
of  romance,  but  yery  different  from  that  of  the 
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real  men  and  women  of  this  sordid  world.  AH 
probability  of  podsessing  the  object  of  my  af- 
fections being  now  at  an  end,  I  hnmbly  submit, 
that,  in  reconciling  my  mind  to  a  mate^  who 
could  supply  the  absence  of  sentiment  by  more 
substantial,  and,  perhaps,  (alas !)  more  perma- 
nent recommendations,  I  was  only  prepared  to 
act,  as  many  persons  have  done  before  me, 
without  the  slightest  impeachment  of  their  heads 
or  hearts. 
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and  a  solemn  stare^  which  convinced  me  that 
she  was,  altogether,  the  most  ^^  awfiil  ^  of  her 
sex.  When  die  spoke,  it  was  with  a  deep 
voice  that  grated  like  harsh  thunder.  I  cast 
a  meful  glance  at  Tibbetts,  who  answered  with 
a  grimace,  expressive  of  extreme  distaste.  I 
really,  for  some  minutes,  felt  deprived  of  my 
natural  confidence,  and  we  sat  down  to  dinner 
with  constraint,  which  was,  at  length,  dissipated 
by  the  repeated  frowns,  nods,  winks,  and  ges- 
tures of  Lady  Tott,  urging  me  to  ^'  come  out,^ 
and  do  the  agreeable  to  her  guest.  I  first 
tried  her  with  small  talk,  but  soon  found  that 
this  was  a  circulation  in  which  she  did  not 
deal.  I  then  ofi^ered  her  a  heavier  metal,  which 
she  returned  with  moral  axioms  and  social  re- 
flections, relieving  the  pauses  of  this  grave  dis- 
course, with  Brobdignagian  sighs,  as  if  her 
bosom  was  oppressed  with  a  load  of  care.  By 
a  great  struggle,  I  assumed  an  appearance  of 
delicate  and  tender  sympathy  with  her  myste- 
rious woes,  which  very  soon  had  the  effect  of 
making  her  disburden  them. 

^^  Few  women,^^  said  she,  in  sepulchral  accents. 
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f  <4uiye  gone  tliroiigh  more  trials  than  I  have,  or 
borne  them  with  greater  fortitade,  nrhich  is  the 
more  surprising,  for  I  am  a  female,  sir,  of  the 
softest  nature,  and  the  most  exquisite  sensibili- 
ties. I  may  say,  with  truth,  that  I  am  a  womau 
all  oyer.  In  early  childhood,  sir,  these  eyes 
bare  shed  tears  at  being  the  innocent  cause  of 
the  death  of  a  fly ;  and  my  real  sorrows  ecnn- 
jnenced  in  my  fifteenth  year,  by  the  untimely 
death  of  a  spaniel,  which  I  had  reared  iu  my  bo- 
som ;  the  animal,  sir,  was  fondly  attached  to  me, 
and  I  returned  its  affection.  It  was,  for  two 
years,  and  a  little  better  than  thirteen  weeks, 
my  constant  companion  by  day,  and  the  partner 
of  my  couch  by  night,  and,  ultimately,  expired 
under  circumstances  peculiarly  interesting  aud 
affecting, — it  died,  sir,  in  giviug  birth  to  eleven 
pups ;  for  the  animal,  sir,  was  a  female.  This 
unfortunate  event  determined  me,  Mr.  Wiggins, 
never  again  to  have  a  female  favourite.  In  con- 
sequence of  that  determination, — for,  sir,  I  am  of 
that  disposition  that  I  must  always  have  some- 
thing to  love,  —  I  bestowed  my  affections  upon  a 
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small  boy,  whom  I  selected  for  his  promising 
talents,  and  open,  ingenuous  countenance.  I  fed 
him,  sir ;  I  clothed  him,  I  put  him  to  school, 
but  he  shared  the  fate  of  everything  I  loved  ; 
his  life,  sir,  became  forfeited  to  the  laws  of  his 
country.  He  put  my  father's  name  to  the  foot 
of  a  five  shilling  stamp  ;  my  father,  sir,  was  a 
stem  man,  and,  deaf  to  my  tears  and  entreaties, 
prosecuted  the  unhappy  youth  ;  his  life  was 
spared,  but  his  young  existence  was  paralysed ; 
his  future  became  a  blank  —  in  a  word,  he  was 
transported.^'  Here  Mrs.  Chapman  paused  to 
use  her  handkerchief,  and  apply  a  pint  bottle 
of  salts  to  her  nose.  I  threw  in  a  suitable 
remark,  and  the  lady,  when  she  had  recovered 
herself,  thus  resumed  her  melancholy  tale. 

^^  To  enumerate  all  the  misfortunes  which  I 
have  encountered,  sir,  would  be  to  weary  your 
patience,  and  trespass  too  much  upon  your  sym- 
pathy. In  one  little  year  I  lost  a  sweet  infant, 
a  beautiful  Angola  cat,  and  the  dearest,  love- 
liest piping  bullfinch  that  ever  was.  All  went ; 
but   I   bore  up  wonderfully.     The   next  trial 


whidk  hapf&kei  to  me,  sir,  wib  to  see  my  fiist 
bnsbaiid,  AUemieB  Oaibege,  drop  down  in  an 
apopiectae  fit  at  his  dinner,  jnat  after  hia  tlurd 
lidp  of  collared  bcswn.  I  shall  never  for^get 
it  if  I  was  to  five  a  hundred  year ;  my  life  was 
deqiaired  of  f<»' four  hoars. 

^  In  a  word,  sir,  my  exist^ice  has  been  a  sac- 
cession  of  trials;  I  hare  gone  tfaroogfa  them,  bat 
yoa  see  what  th^  hare  left  me ;  my  constito- 
tion  is  destroyed,  the  flesh  is  worn  off  my  bones, 
I  am  a  mere  mass  of  nerves ;  in  &ct,  Mr.  Wig- 
gins, I  ""m  all  to  pieces,  as  yoa  see."" 

^  Law  a  mercy,  Mrs.  Chapman,'"  here  inter- 
rapted  Lady  Tott,  *^  how  yon  do  go  on  !  why 
yon  ''re  as  hale  and  hearty  a  woman  as  I  wish 
to  see ;  why  donH  yoa  take  yoor  glass  as  I  do, 
and  defy  care.^ 

^^  To  be  sare,^  seconded  Tibbetts,  filling  the 
widow  a  hamper  of  port,  ^^  that  ""s  the  way ; 
hang  care,  care  killed  a  cat.*" 

The  widow  shook  her  sable  locks,  and  slowly 
emptied  her  glass. 

*^  The  doctors  order  me  a  bottle  of  wine  a 
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day,*^  said  she,  ^^  but  it  is  seldom  I  get  beyond 
a  pint.  My  cares  are  not  to  be  drowned  in 
wine.^  And  she  heaved  another  deep  sigh, 
at  the  expiration  of  which,  Lady  Tott  rose,  and 
conducted  the  fair  mourner  to  the  drawing- 
room. 


9M 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

4c  j^  won't  do,  Tibbetis,^  said  I,  as  soon  ii 
the  door  was  closed. 

^'  What,  at  no  price  ?^  asked  my  firiend: 
'^  consider,  old  boy,  there 's  seven  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  safe.^ 

«  ''  So  I  do,   but   one  might   as   well    mairrj 
Gogmagog.'" 

.  ^'  She  has  buried  three  husbands  for  all 
that,^  rejoined  Tibbetts.  '^However,  I  can't 
say  a  word,  for  I  ^m  sure  I  oouldn'^t  have  gone 
to  church  with  such  a  coarse-headed  one  if 
it  liad  been  ever  so.  I  say,  I  wasn't  wrong 
when  I  said  she  wasn't  going  to  be  a  ohanner  ?^ 

"  Nobody  can  doubt  your  taste,  as  for  as 
the  foir  sex  is  concerned,  after  the  choice  you 
have  made.'" 

*^  And  yet  my  little  woman  isn't  what  yo|ft  'd 
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show  for  a  regular  beauty  neither,  at  least 
I  shonldn^t  ticket  her  as  such.  She  isn'^t  more 
than  what  youM  call  comely  like ;  a  good  wear- 
ing handsome  bit  of  stuff,  but  not  first  quality ; 
but,  to  my  thinking,  worth  two  of  your  fine 
flimsy  articles  which  will  neither  wash  nor  wear. 
But  now,  how  about  Mrs.  Chapman  ?  I  wouldn't, 
if  I  was  you,  give  it  up  all  at  once ;  my  lady 
will  be  quite  vexed  if  you  do ;  and  as  to  her 
being  so  desperate  ordinary,  after  all,  what^s 
that  P  I  Ve  heard  say  that  a  man  do'snH  know 
or  care  whether  his  wife's  handsome  or  ugly 
after  a  twelvemonth." 

"  Well,  but,''  said  I,  "  after  having  endured 
this  probationary  twelvemonth,  the  old  lady 
might  give  up  the  ghost,  and  cheat  me  out  of  the 
well-earned  fruits  of  my  patience.  According  to 
her  own  account,  she  must  be  on  her  last 
legs." 

^^  Don't  you  believe  it.  She 's  as  tough  as 
Herculy.  Why,  all  that  chaffing  about  dead 
puppy-dogs  and  bullfinches  is  only  gammon. 
Didn't  you  see  me  wink  at  you  ?  Bless  you, 
I  know  all  about  tiiat.     It 's  what  the  women 

VOL.    III.  N 
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ddl  seatuxMotdi :  I  know  loU  of  ^«in  thai  go  ob 
JQst  the  same  way,  only  not  peifaaps  quite  H 
strong;  they  pnt  it  on  for  effect,  jnst  as  thqr 
would  a  feather  or  a  flooace,  yon  know.  Whf, 
some  of  ^em  will  pipe  their  eye  about  a  dead 
donkey,  or  anything,  and  the  more  tiicy  pipe, 
the  lew  they  oave.  Don^t  tell  me,  I  ''m  awake 
to  all  that.  I  soppoee  yoa  think  I  know  no- 
thing about  the  fiiir  sex.     La  bless  yon  !  ^ 

**  Well,  but  my  good  friend,'**  rq>lied  I, 
^^  what  a  time  one  would  haye  of  it  with  a 
wife  who  was  given  to  these  sentim^itals,  aa 
you  call  them.  A  virago,  a  dmnkard,  a— in 
fact,  anything  would  be  better  than  to  have  to 
do  with  one  of  these  manufacturers  of  fancy 
grievances,'*' 

''  I  don't  see  how  it  could  interfere  with 
you,'*'  answered  Tibbetts,  ^^  and  it  ''s  a  resomte 
for  your  wife  when  you  are  busy,  or  engaged 
abroad.  Poor  soul !  if  you  were  to  deprive 
her  of  her  sentimental  sorrows,  she  would  be 
miserable  in  good  earnest,  and  perhaps  take  to 
something  worse.  And  if  yon  could  take  the 
sentimentml    out,  yon  can't  pnt  the  sense  ia 
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their  plaee ;  bo  70a  wouldnH  be  any  forwarder. 
Therefore,  what  would  be  the  use  ?  However, 
as  I  said  before^  Sunon,  and  I  told  my  lady 
the  eame,  I  wonldn'^t  attempt  to  bias  anybody 
&  the  important  business  of  matrimony.  Con- 
sider^ Stmon,^  added  my  friend,  lifting  up  his 
fiNre-&iger  inqflressively,  and  peaking  in  slow, 
but  not  very  steady  accraits,  ^^  consider,  it  is 
an  event  upon  which  all  your  future  happiness 
in  this  life,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  must 
irre-«»trievably  depend.  My  maxim  is,  that 
mutual  affection  is  the  only  basis  of  connubial 
£e*— licity.  Therefore,  my  dear  comrade,  if  you 
cannot  give  your  ^art  to  Mrs.  Chiq>man,  do  not 
give  your  'and.'"  Having  thus  delivered  him- 
self, he  swallowed  his  wine,  and  leant  back 
in  his  chair  with  the  air  (^  a  man  who  had 
d<»e  his  duty. 

Though  I  cannot  boast  of  the  same  singleness 
of  mind  and  purpose  which  characterized  my 
friend,  I  was  really,  I  hope,  incapable  of  sacri- 
ficing the  happiness  of  another  or  my  own  on 
the  altar  of  Mammon.  I  was  not  prepared, 
in  odd  blood,  to  make  mercenary  addresses 
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to  any  woman,  and  my  morals  were  so  far  im- 
proved, that  I  must  do  mjiself  the  jostice  to 
say  that  I  should  siot  now,  in  similar  circum- 
stances, have  repeated  the  line  of  conduct  which 
I  pursued  with  regard  to  Miss  Griffin.  Still, 
unattractive  as  Mrs.  Chapmui  was,  I  did  not 
feel  myself,  called  upon  to  renounce  the  specu- 
lation until  I  had  ascertained  that  she  was 
^jBvoid  of  every  quality  upon  which  I  could 
anchor  my  regard  or  esteem.  I  communicated 
this  decision  to  my  friend,  who  paid  me  an 
incoherent  compliment  upon  the  soundness  of 
feeling,  and  delicacy  of  understanding,  which 
it  indicated.  Soon  afterwards,  my  worthy 
host^s  sentences  became  so  involved,  and  his 
articulation  so  dense,  that  I  proposed  an  ad- 
jourument  to  the  ladies,  and  was  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  in  listening  to  the 
detail  of  Mrs.  Chapman's  maternal  trials  and 
sorrows. 
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It  required  but  little  skill  to  recommend 
oneself  to  the  good  graces  of  Mrs.  Chapman. 
A  decent  attention  to  her  complaints,  and  an 
appearance  of  sympathy  with  her  imaginary 
woes,  sufficed  to  procure  admittance  to  her 
favour.  To  attempt  to  reason  her  out  of  such 
folly  would  have  been  fruitless,  since  there 
were  no  materials  for  reason  to  work  upon ; 
and  as  her  indulgence  in  this  delusion  had  not 
the  effect,  which  it  usually  has,  of  enervating  the 
real  sensibilities,  it  hardly  amounted  to  more 
than  a  venial  weakness.  I  soon  discovered 
that  she  was  charitable  and  kind-hearted,  but 
that  her  real  affections  were  engrossed  by  her 
graceless  son,  whom  she  constantly  abused,  ex- 
posing his  faults  and  vices  to  everybody  who 
would  listen  to  her. 
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^^  Oil,  Mr.  Wiggins,^  said  she  to  me  one  daj, 
when  I  was  paying  her  a  momiDg  visit,  ^^  if  I 
had  a  hundred  danghters,  my  prayer  to  them 
by  night  and  by  day  would  be,  never  to  marry. 
You  may  take  it,  sir,  as  a  moral  truth,  that 
children  are,  finom  their  cradle  upwards,  a  con- 
stant source  of  anxiety  and  trouble.  *  I  am  sure 
if  ever  mother  had  reason  to  say  so,  I  have.  I 
never  had  but  one,  and  he  has  he&k  a  tomrent 
to  me  fit»n  the  hour  of  his  birth.  He  was  the 
loveliest  creature,  sir,  that  ever  was  seen,  and 
I  have  observed — I  do  not  know  whether  it 
has  ever  struck  you,  Mr.  Wiggins — that  those 
handsome  men  seldom  or  ever  turn  out  well. 
He  grew  up  wonderfully  talented;  his  master 
assured  me  that  he  might  be  Lord  Chancellor, 
or  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  if  he  chose,  and 
advised  me  to  put  him  into  the  law  or  the 
church.  I  sent  him  to  Oxford,  sir ;  but  instead 
of  minding  his  studies,  he  ran  into  aU  sorts  of 
dissipation,  and  in  two  years  cost  me  nearly 
three  thousand  pounds.  You  would  hardly  cre- 
dit me,  Mr.  Wiggins,  if  I  was  to  tell  you  all 
his  extravagance  and  wickedness ;   but  I  have 
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proofs  to  produce.'"  With  thisi  Mrs.  Chapman 
opened  a  desk,  and  drew  therefrom  two  or 
three  packets  of  papers,  one  of  which  she  hand- 
ed to  mc  after  looking  at  the  label.  I  begged, 
however,  to  be  excused  entering  into  these  de- 
tails, telling  her  I  had  no  doubt  she  had  a  great 
deal  to  complain  of;  but  she  pressed  me  to 
examine  the  proofs  of  what  she  had  asserted, 
that  I  might  be  satisfied  she  had  said  no  more 
than  the  truth,  when  she  claimed  to  be  the 
most  unfortunate  mother  in  the  kingdom.  Thus 
urged,  I  glanced  slightly  over  the  papers,  which 
were  for  the  most  part,  bills,  receipts,  and 
dunning  letters  of  tradesmen,  who  foster  the 
extravagance  of  young  men  of  fortune  and 
feshion.  When  I  returned  these  documents, 
which  presented  nothing  extraordinary,  the 
good  lady  thrust  another  set  into  my  hands. 
These  were  letters  from  good-natured  persons 
and  spies  setting  forth  various  irregularities 
and  enormities  of  the  young  gentleman. 

^<  Now,^  said  the  old  lady,  placing  the  third 
and  last  series  before  me,  ^^  there  are  written 
proofs  in  black  and  white  of  the  ungrateful, 


vmdatiU  csnoAadL  wbidk  I  Iatb  eKpcfiaicad 
from  faim  in  return  for  all  my  kindneas.  As 
nobody  eoidd  beKeTe  it  mdeas  tfaej  wHiieflsed 
ii  with  Uifiirown  eyvs,  I  Bake  a  fciai  of  show* 
iag  tbeae  to  all  mj  aoqnaintanee,  that  the  wc»ld 
may  jadlge  whether  I  ecunplaui  without  just 


.  I  was  then  oUiged  to  lock  om*  some  doeen 
epiflUeBi  whieh  were  certainly  not  r^sj  respeet- 
fiiUy  worded,  considering  the  writer'*s  relatioii^ 
diip  to  the  party  to  whom  they  were  address- 
ed ;  bat  seemed  to  me  to  denote  rather  the  pe- 
tulance of  an  impetuous  youth  who  had  nerer 
known  the  advantage  of  judicious  culture  and 
control,  than  the  depravity  of  a  vicious  mind. 
It  was  evident  that  they  had  been  provoked 
by  the  folly  of  his  parent  and  the  impertinent 
nudice  of  her  ^^  friends.'*^  Mrs.  Chapman,  whose 
eyes  had  followed  my  countenance  during  the 
perusal,  in  expectation  of  seeing  horror  and 
indignation  depicted  therein,  plainly  evinced 
surprise  and  displeasure  when  I  returned  the 
packet  with  calm  composure. 

''  Well,  sir,"   said   she,   ''  I  should   be  glad 


to  hear  what  you   think   of  thoM   afflietiiig 
letters?'' 

^'  Ab  yoa  ask  my  opinion,  madam,  I  shall 
not  heatate  to  tell  you  that,  however  nnbcH 
eoming  those  letters  may  be,  I  do  not  think 
yon  act  wisely  in  preserving  them,  and  cer- 
tainly not  like  a  kind  and  judicious  parent  in 
exposing  them  to  yonr  acquaintance.  Your  son 
has,  doubtless,  faults;  but  his  faults  seem  to' 
be  those  of  his  time  of  life,  and  of  the  society 
into  which  you  have  thrown  him.  '  Prom  what 
you  have  told  me  of  him,  and  from  what  I 
have  read  in  his  own  handwriting,  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  has  done  anything  dishonour- 
able. I  should  likewise  infer  from  these  sources 
of  information  tliat  he  is  a  young  man  of  a  quick, 
but  generous  temper,  who  would  willingly  show 
you  respect  and  affection  if  you  would  allow 
him  to  do  so.  You'll  excuse  me,  my  dear 
madam,''  I  proceeded,  repressing  her  by  a 
motion  of  my  hand,  as  she  was  about  to  in- 
terrupt me  with  violence  —  *'  you  have  pressed 
me,  against  my  wish,  to  read  these  documents, 
and  you  have  challenged  my  judgment  upon 

V  5 


will  allow  me  to  express  my  sMtiiicnts.  I 
tai  qmie  p^tsaadeji,  tkerefoie,  ^otwttkstaii&ig 
th«  mtay  hanh  U^igcpyeu  htfve^aid  sud  done 
iiniih  T^Bpet^  to  this  yotUig  gentfenuoir  thai 
yott  feel  no  teal  animosiiy  towards^  him.  Oa 
ttie  eonimrjs  I  ahi  peifeetly  oonvineed  thai 
yon  love  him  with  the  tendereai^  moat  ^levot- 
ed  affecdon^  — that  you  are  wrapped  up  ia 
mm. 

Here  Mrs.  Chapman,  who  could  no  longer 
be  restrained,  disclaimed  with  great  energy  this 
imputation  of  ezcessiye  matemid  affection.  ^^  So 
far  firom  it,^  she  said,  ^^  I  can  have  no  affeetioa 
for  such  a  wretch  —  I  cast  him  off — I  will 
never  see  him  again.  I  own,  Mr,  Wiggins, 
I  am  surprised  at  you ;  how  any  man  of  sense 
and  feeling  can  defend  such  conduct !  But  if 
you  were  a  man  of  that  sort,  you  would  scorn 
to  take  part  against  a  poor,  unprotected,  pei^ 
secuted  woman.**^  Having  thus  spoken,  the 
good  lady  became  slightly  hysterical,  and  ap- 
plied the  salts  frequently  to  her  nose.     I  took 
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B&  notiee  «f  her  agitatioiis  but  quietly  reeuinetjl 
the  aigonent. 

**  Do  you  really  eappoge  then^  ma^am/'  said 
I^  **that  it  is  the  part  of  a  man  of  senie 
or  feeling  to  encourage  you  in  your  angry  feel- 
ings against  yaor  ofB»pring.  Consider  for  a 
moment,  consult  your  own  understanding,  and 
tell  me  whether  a  sincere  friend  would  endea^ 
Your  to  set  a  mother  against  a  child*  What 
possible  motive,  except  that  which  common 
sense  and  common  feeling  dictates,  can  I  have 
for  supporting  your  maternal  feelings  against 
what  I  am  satisfied  is  a  mere  delusion.  If  I 
didn^t  think  so,  be  assured  that  I  and  every 
right-minded  person  must  regard  you  in  a  very 
revolting  light:  if  Mr.  Chapman  had  been 
guilty  of  the  most  undutiftd  and  vicious  con* 
duct,  it  would  not  justify  you  in  abandoning 
him.  But  I  beseech  you  to  reflect  calmly 
whether  your  son  has  done  anything  which  you 
ought  to  conader  unpardonable.  Come,  my 
good  lady,  let  me  beg  you  to  descend  from 
that  bold  eminence  which  you  seem  so  desi- 
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l^iMis  to  mniptaiii,  of  being  the  most  unfortu- 
uate  and  ill-used  of  womankind ;  lode  around 
^'the  world— ^nay^  confine  yonr  contemplation 
4o  the  narrow  circle  in  which  you  yonrsdf  more 
^"^-MMmtpare  jonr  condition,  toot  trials  and  sor- 
rows with  those  of  yonr  aoqnaintanee,  and  leam 
Irom  thence  to  coltiyate  with  Christian  thank- 
iblness  tiie  opportunities  of  happiness  which  are 
'Hibrded  to  you,  and  to  be  grateficd  that  yon 
are  not,  as  other  people  are,  victims  of  bodily 
infirmity-Mshilled  by  penury — broken  in  spirit — 
ay,  and  bowed  down  by  the  untimely  loss  of 
that  staff  to  their  declining  years  which  you  so 
wantonly  and  perversely  cast  away.** 

'*  I  am  sure,""  whimpered  the  old  lady,  "  he 
was  once  my  darling  and  delight,  the  most 
dutiful,  affectionate— — ''''  and,  unable  to  pro- 
ceed, she  burst  into  a  passion  of  tears. 

"  And  pray,"'  said  I,  "  what  has  this  beloved 
son  done  ?  what  enormities  has  he  conmiitted 
to  forfeit  such  affection  as  yours?  I  have 
heard  of  wretches  robbing,  and  even  striking 
their  parents ;  has  he  been  guilty  of  any  such 
acts?'' 
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The  dd  lady  shook  her  head  energetically, 
but  continued  ^o  weep. 

**At  all  events,^  I  proceeded,  ^^you  moft 
be  able  to  name  some  grave  instances  of  filial 
impiety  and  general  depravity  to  warrant  this 
vident  change  in  yonr  feelings  towards  him.**^ 

When  she  had  sufficiently  recovered  herself, 
Mrs.  Chapman,  nnable  to  escape  from  the  ur- 
gency with  which  I  pressed  her  to  the  point, 
proceeded  to  specify  the  causes  of  offenoe  which 
her  son  had  given  her.  These  were,  for  the 
most  part,  trifling  or  ridiculous,  and  could  have 
made  no  permanent  impression,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  malignant  complexion  given  them  by 
the  old  woman^s  gossips.  Thus,  having  sent 
her  son  to  a  fashionable  college  in  order  ^^  to 
make  a  gentleman  and  a  great  man  of 'him,^^ 
as  she  phrased  it,  she  was  taught  to  interpret 
the  almost  natural  consequence,  namely,  his 
incurring  some  debt,  as  a  flagrant  act  of  heart- 
less ingratitude.  Trivial  acts  of  negligence  and 
carelessness  were,  by  the  same  interpretation, 
converted  into  studied  contempt  and  proofs  of 
the  absence  of  affection  ;  while  the  impatience 
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sometiiiies  diciied  by  qaeraloiui  folly  was  oos- 
straed  into  gratoitoas  insoleDce*  The  young 
maoBL^B  real  eiror  and  crime  evidently  lay  in 
paying  no  attention  to,  or  deqMong  the  hags 
and  scandal^mongevs  "wbo  fturosnded  his  mo- 
ther; a  conduct  which  proToked  their  spite 
and  venom.  I  at  length  induced  Mrs.  Chap- 
man to  piomise  that  she  wouU^  for  the  fiitnre, 
cloee  her  ears  against  such  injoriaoa  iaainnations 
rei|»ecttng  her  son,  and  authorized  me  to  com^ 
mnnicate  to  him  her  wish  for  a  reconciliation. 


rid 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

I  LOST  no  tiine  in  setting  abont  this  labow 
of  love,  although  I  was  not  very  sangmne  as 
to  the  permanent  effects  of  my  good  offices; 
Mrs.  Chapman  being  one  of  those  weak  nndei^ 
standings  which  are  incapable  of  receiving  any 
strong  or  lasting  impression. 

Mrs.  Chapman  had  not  seen  her  son  finr 
some  months,  bnt  maternal  solicitude  insensibly 
possessed  the  ascendency  over  resentmmt ;  for 
she  had  made  herself  acquainted  with  his  every 
movement  since  she  had  ceased  to  hold  inter- 
course with  him.  She  not  only  gave  me  his  ad- 
dress, but  minute  directions  how  and  when  I 
was  to  communicate  with  him.  She  was  very 
apprehensive  lest  his  impatient  and  irritated 
spirit  should  prompt  him  to  insult  me  at  my 
first  appearance,  in  which  case  she  entreated 
that  I  would  bear  with  him ;  and,  for  Heaven^s 
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sakd  I  to  a^oid  bloodebed.     I   doald  not  help 
SBOiliiig  at  her  alarms,  and  sought  the  eocoimter 
without  any  bodily  fear. 
:  I  called  about  noon  at  Mr.  Chapmon^s  lodg- 
ings, and  was  told  that  he  was  not  yet  np. 
I  reputed  my  vimt  at  a  later  hoar,  and  the 
8er¥aBt*girl  then  informed  me  Uiat  he  was  gone 
out.     As  her  hesitating  manner  satisfied  me 
that  this  was  not  the   truth,    I   toLd  her  as 
much,  and  desired  her  to  give  Mr.  Chapmaa 
a  card,  upon  which  I  had  written  that  a  person 
wished  to  speak  with  him  on  particular  business, 
and  could  impart  something  to  his  advantage. 
The  girl  took  the  card  up  two  pair  of  stairs ; 
I  followed  her  to  the  first  landing,  and  over- 
heard  a  voice   in  a  loud,  angry  whisper,  scold 
the   servant   for  her   stupidity,    desire   her    to 
swear   that  the  speaker  was  out,  that  his  re- 
turn was  uncertain,  and  to  get  the  person  out 
of  the  house   as   soon  as  she  could.     Just  as 
he  delivered  these  instructions,  I  appeared  be- 
fore  the   young  gentleman,    who   turned    pale 
at  the  sight  of  me,  but   allowed  me  to  enter 
his  apartment  without  farther  resistance. 
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**  Well,  rir,^  said  he,  **  I  beliere  I  can  gneai'' 
joar  bneuiefls;  I  hare  been  expecting  som^'- 
such  visiter  for  a  long  time.^ 

'^  Indeed,  sir :  I  assare  you  I  sincerely  regret 
the  visit  has  been  so  loDg  delayed  ."^ 

^Oive  me  none  of  yonr  impertinence,  if  you 
please ;  I  am  not  obliged  to  submit  to  that,* 
though  I  am  to  your  authority.** 

^^  Nothing  was  farther  from   my   thoughts 
than  to  be  impertinent,***  was  my  reply ;  '*  on* 
the  contrary,  my  meaning  was  courteous ;  and' 
as  to  the  authority  with  which  I  am  charged, 
I  trust  you  will  acknowledge  it  without  any< 
hostile  reluctance.** 

"  What  the  devil  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?** 
inquired  the  youth,  with  marks  of  surprise  and 
impatience.  ^*Are  you  an  officer,  sir,  or  are 
you  not  ?** 

^^  I  beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  I  am  neiUier  an 
officer  in  his  Maje8ty*s  service,  nor  in  that  of 
the  6heriff*s,  if  it  is  the  latter  which  you  refer 
to.** 

'^  I  do,  sir ;  and  as  you  are  not  an  officer, 
I   suppose  you  are  a  dun;  therefore,  to  save 
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tioQUe»  I  tell  you'  at  onee  that  I  cannot  pay 
a.firacti«i.^^ 

*^  You  are  migtakea  in  both  ooi^ectQies ;  I 
came»  Mr.  Chapman,  fran  your  mother.'*' 

^^  From  my  mother  !^  he  repeated,  gazing 
fit  me  with  a  ooontenanoe  in  which  great  sur- 
prise, somewhat  dashed  with  oonoem,  was  de> 
pieted.     '^  What  is  the  matter  ?  is  she  ill  ?^ 

I  instantly  relieved  his  fears  npon  this  point, 
and  proceeded  to  open  my  bnonees,  which  be 
listened  to,  at  first,  with  sullen  attention,  but  as 
I  proceeded,  he  could  not  conceal  his  emotion. 
When  I  had  finished  the  eloquent  and  cogent 
reasoning  with  which  I  urged  him  to  abandon 
his  irr^^lar  habits,  and  bear  with  the  caprice 
and  infirmity  of  a  parent  whose  whole  afiSsctions 
were  centred  in  him,  the  young  man  thanked 
me  for  my  friendly  interposition,  but  added, 
despondingly,  that  he  feared  his  mother's  anger 
would  be  revived  when  she  should  learn  the 
state  of  Ills  affairs.  He  informed  me  that  he 
was  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred 
pounds,  that  he  was  then  almost  destitute  of 
resources,  and,  after  a  little  hesitation,  cimfessed 
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that  he  had  been  <livided  between  seeiuiig  ibr 
subfiLstence  in  Bome  sordid  or  dii^gfraoefiil  occtt- 
pation,  and  making  awaj  with  himsdf.  I  was, 
at  first,  disposed  to  feel  a  little  contempt  ftnr 
the  last  part  of  this  ayowal,  regarding  it  as 
the  empty  threat  of  a  desperate  debauchee,  but, 
on  a  second  consideration,  its  probability  did 
not  appear  so  remote.  His  circnmstances,  and 
the  appearance  of  everything  about  him,  were 
so  miserable,  that  one  might  suppose  an  ill- 
regulated  mind,  so  situated,  to  be  weary  of 
life.  Tears  sprang  from  his  eyes  soon  after  he 
had  given  utterance  to  these  fearful  thoughts, 
and  his  emaciated  person,  and  spiritless  coun- 
tenance, denoted  at  once  bodily  and  mental 
debility. 

^'  I  don't  wish  to  reproach  my  mother,  sir,*" 
said  he,  **  but  I  must  say  she  is  to  blame  for 
this.  From  my  childhood,  she  was  always 
either  flattering  or  finding  fault  with  me.  She 
was  constantly  telling  me,  that  I  was  so  good- 
looking,  genteel,  and  clever,  there  never  was 
anjrthing  like  me*  I  swidlowed  all  these  com- 
pliments easily  enough,  and,  afterwards,  it  was 


HP  vxmder  that  I  eoiild  not  bear  being  told 
\,W9A  eveiything  that  was  bad,  and  fit  only  to 
ba  bcought  up  to  some  sordid  trade,  with 
whicl^  I  was  always  threatened  bj  her  when 
ahe  was  ajogry*  I  was  thus  taught  to  £Euicy 
mjrself  quite,  above  the  sphere  in  which  I 
was  homy  and,  when  other  young  men,  of 
mjr  own  standing,  went  out  into  the  worid, 
qt,  were  apprenticed  to  trades,  I  was  sent  to 
college,  with  an  allowance  of  four  hundred 
pounds  a-year.  I  found  it  was  not  fashionable 
to  read,  so  I  hunted,  and  drank  wine,  and 
gambled,  until  I  got  into  debt  a  cool  thousand, 
and  was  rusticated  for  a  frolic  which  I  entered 
into  with  some  tufts.  I  was  plucked  twice, 
and  never  took  my  degree,  which  I  heard 
then,  to  my  surprise  and  mortification,  was 
owing  to  my  inferiority  in  point  of  talent. 
I  have  since  learnt,  however,  that  my  preten- 
sions on  this  score  were  very  ill-founded.  I 
had  sense  enough  to  make  this  discovery  pretty 
soon.  I  wish  I  could  as  easily  have  found  out 
that  my  qualifications  for  fashionable  society  were 
equally  slender.     I  was  certainly  a  little  daunt- 
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ed  by  finding  that  the  tufts  I  knew'  at  Oxfotd 
cut  me  when  I  met  them  in  London,  though 
they  had  drunk  my  wine,  borrowed  my  monejr, 
and  called   me  a  good  fellow  at  the  formet 
place.     However,   on   the   understanding    that 
I  had  a  large  fortune,  I  got  admission  to  som^ 
houses  of  a  semi-fashionable  character.     Her6 
I  affected  the  libertine,   and   so  blinded  waii 
I  by  self-conceit,  that  I  did  not  readily  per- 
ceive  when    I   met  with  ridicule    or  repulse 
from  the  women.     After  a  short  time  I   wa6 
blown,    and  the    son   of   the    carcass-butcher 
was  banished   with  scorn  and  derision,   eveil 
from  the  third-rate  circles  to   which  he  had 
found  admittance.     What  could  I  do  ?     I  felt 
that  I  had  no  home,  for  my  mother^s  caprice 
and  peevishness  made  her  house  intolerable; 
she  reproached  me  with   my  misfortunes  and 
follies ;  I  foigot  myself,  and  retorted  upon  her ; 
bitter  words   ensued,    and    we    parted,    as    I 
thought,  never  to  meet  again.     I  am  now  cured 
of  my  delusions,  and  would  gladly,  if  I  had  th« 
opportunity,  enter  upon  some  respectable  fine 
of  life,  suited  to  my  original  station.    In  the 
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mw^  .tMOM^  afft  I  beg  .yoa  viU  oooTej  my  doty 
ta  my  m<rfluef,  aody  a«  yoa  aire  eridently  « 
gentkouBi  \ifho  know  hew  to  exprew  yonrsdf, 
IiHHt  Buce  you  will  make  my  sabrnkdoii,  and 
ejiplain  everything  to  her  in  proper  terms,  bet- 
ter than  I  can  suggest.'^ 

I  assured  him  that  I  would  do  eo  to  the 
beet  of  my  aUlity;  and  I  made  sach  a  re- 
presentation to  Mrs.  Chapman,  that,  so  far 
from  feeling  any  resentment  towards  her  nnfor- 
tnnate  and  destitute  son,  nothing  but  tender- 
ness fiDed  her  bosom,  and  she  instructed  me 
to  tell  him  that  the  past  was  forgotten,  that 
his  debts  should  be  discharged,  and  that  he 
should  be  received  by  her  with  open  arms. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  this  recon- 
ciliation, which  I  had  been  mainly  instrumental 
in  bringmg  about.  The  old  lady  went  about 
announcing  herself  as  the  happiest  of  human 
beings,  and  found  her  gossips  almost  as  ready 
to  choros  her  revived  praises  of  her  son,  as 
they  had  before  been  industrious  in  his  detract 
tion.  But  such  is  the  way  of  the  world,  at  least 
of  the  silly  and  servile  female  part  of  it,  xfhose 
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chief  occupation  is  discussing  their  neigfabonrVi 
affairs,  and  who  rather  speak  ill  of  them,  not  so 
much  from  particular  malice,  as  in  obedience 
to  a  propensity  of  human  nature  in  its  untutored 
state. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


Ladt  Tott  seemed  dispoeed  to  think  that 
I  hud  acted  nnwiselj  in  not  using  the  influence 
which  I  had  acquired  with  Mrs.  Chapman 
to  my  own  advantage.  With  her  usual  deci- 
sion, she  had  adopted  the  prevalent  opinion, 
that  joung  Chapman  was  an  irredeemable 
scamp,  and,  therefore,  thought  I  had  done  his 
mother  a  disservice  in  reconciling  her  to  him. 
But  Tibhetts  took  a  different  view  of  the 
matter.  He  designated  mj  conduct'  as  highly 
disinterested  and  handsome,  and  8iq)ported  his 
opinion  with  so  much  determination,  that  his 
spouse,  albeit  unaccustomed  to  defer  to  her 
lord'^s  judgment,  was  at  last  brought  to  confess 
that  it  certainly  was  not  what  everybody  would 
have  done  in  my  place.  Encouraged  by  this 
indirect  concurrence,  Tibhetts  ventured   confi- 
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dently  to  prophesy  that  I  should  be  rewarded 
for  my  magnanimity,  as  he  had  never  known 
a  good  action  fail,  in  some  way  or  other,  of 
redounding  to  the  benefit  of  the  doer.  But 
Lady  Tott  demurred  to  this,  saying,  that  it 
was  all  very  fine  talking,  but,  for  her  part,  she 
saw  too  many  knaves  riding  in  their  coaches, 
while  honest  men  were  walking  in  the  mire, 
to  believe  that  good  conduct  was  certain  of 
meeting  with  its  reward  in  this  life  ;  '*  for  else,"" 
she  observed,  '*  what  merit  would  there  be  in 
it  ?  If  success  and  prosperity  were  sure  to 
follow  them  as  did  right,  a  man  would  be  a 
fool,  more  than  a  rascal,  who  did  wrong:"" 
which  Tibbetts  immediately  agreed  was  a  very 
true  and  sensible  remark. 

My  good  friends,  being  very  desirous  to  see 
me  settled,  began  to  discuss  the  qualifications 
of  other  of  their  female  acquaintances,  but  I 
begged  them  not  to  trouble  themselves,  as  I 
was  in  no  hurry  to  change  my  situation.  But 
Lady  Tott  would  not  hear  of  this  sort  of  inde- 
finite procrastination ;  she  decided  that  I  ought 
to  marry,  and  took  it  upon  herself  to  find  me 
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a  wife.  I  would  not  oppoee  her,  as  she  liked 
to  have  her  own  way,  though  I  felt  no  incli- 
nation to  second  her  exertions  in  my  behalf. 
The  tmih  is,  I  did  not  find  it  so  easy  a  matter 
to  shake  off  my  attachment  to  Miss  Hooper ; 
I  found,  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts,  that  my 
mind  would  return  to,  and  dwell  upon  her 
many  attractive  and  amiable  qualities,  and  I 
really  felt  alarmed  lest  my  future  happiness 
should  be  seriously  impaired  by  this  disappoint- 
ment. 

I  was  under  the  influence  of  much  despon- 
dency, occasioned  by  these  feelings,  when  re- 
turning from  one  of  my  journeys,  after  business 
had  been  settled,  Tibbetts  assumed  a  serious 
countenance,  and  told  me  he  had  a  piece  of  in- 
telligence to  communicate,  which  I  should  be 
sorry  to  hear.  I  immediately  guessed  that  it 
was  Mary'^s  marriage  to  which  he  alluded ;  I 
had  been  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  that 
it  had  taken  place,  and  I  had  hardly  breath 
to  ask  what  had  happened. 

"  It  is  about  poor  Hooper,"**  answered  Tib- 
betts, handing  me  a  letter,  which  he  took  from 
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a  private  drawer.  ^'  I  received  this  yesterday. 
I  could  not  help  thinking,  when  I  read  it,  of 
what  my  lady  said  the  other  day,  about  good- 
ness not  being  sure  of  its  reward  in  this  life. 
I  am  sure  if  any  man  deserved  prosperity,  it  is 
Hooper.  However,  we  know  that  a  better  and 
more  lasting  reward  is  in  store  for  him,  don^t 
we,  Simon?'' 

The  letter  was,  indeed,  a  sad  one;  but  I 
am  ashamed  to  o^ii,  that  selfishness  so  iar  pre- 
vailed, as  to  give  me  a  sensation  of  joy,  when 
I  found  that  it  did  not  contain  the  intelligence 
which  I  had  feared.  It  was  from  Hooper,  to 
acquaint  Tibbetts  that,  in  an  evil  hour,  he  had 
been  induced,  by  the  temptations  held  out,  to 
invest  the  remnant  of  his  daughter's  fortune,  in 
one  of  those  joint-stock  speculations,  which 
were  then  afloat.  The  one  in  which  he  had 
taken  shares  had  sunk  to  rise  no  more,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  was,  that  his  child  was  left 
destitute.  As  there  remained  only  the  annuity 
of  one  hundred  pounds  which  he  received  from 
his  late  creditors,  it  was  necessaiy  that  his 
daughter    should   go   into   some    employment, 

o  2 
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iboaU  be  takes  to 
fhte  her  oat  ia  the  nrid.  Xerer  faaTiiig 
ksned  aaj  fMhintaHe  TrnomlHhi€iit&.  sfae 
■uHt  ieck  tat  m  lirefiiMMtd  br  die  vork  of 
ber  hands. 

*^  Yoa  mar,  peihapa,  feel  sonewfaat  sur- 
ptBttd,  mr  good  ar.*  the  letter  proceeded, 
^that  I  should  applj  to  joa  to  aid  me  in 
thift  project,  when  there  are  other  former  con- 
nectionSy  now  in  London,  whom  I  hare  known 
longer,  and  more  intimately  than  Toorself. 
Bat  I  feel  that  there  is  none  to  whom  I 
can  more  certainly  look  for  good  advice  and 
zealous  assistance.  I  dioold  wish,  if  it  were 
poaable,  to  set  up  mj  poor  child  in  some 
little  bnsinesB,  which  she  would  be  able  to 
manage  after  my  superintendence  is  withdrawn. 
I  will  confess  that  this  misfortune  has  so  &r 
staggered  me,  that  I  am  not,  just  at  present, 
able  to  collect  my  &culties  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  subject.  Do  you,  then,  consult  your 
friends,  and  your  warm-hearted,  sensible    lady 
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Capital  will,  of  course,  be  requisite  to  realize 
my  idea  of  a  business  for  Mary.  It  has  oc- 
curred to  me,  therefore,  under  these  circum- 
stances, application  might  reasonably  be  ma<1e 
to  the  creditors  of  ray  late  firm,  who  are  in- 
debted to  my  daughter'^s  spontaneous  genero- 
sity for  being  paid  in  full.  Perhaps  they 
would  subscribe  something,  making  up,  Siiy 
three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  to  set  her  up  in 
business,  taking  such  security  as  she  can  offer 
for  the  repayment  of  the  loan.  As  they  very 
handsomely  declined,  at  first,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  her  generosity,  I  think  she  has  a 
claim  upon  them,  which  they  will  cheerfully 
acknowledge,  when  the  sum  is,  comparatively, 
so  trifling.  Pray  see  them  on  the  subject,  and 
let  me  know  the  result,  when  I  will  imme- 
diately come  to  London. 

Believe  me. 

Faithfully  yours, 

.  D.  Hooper. 
"  P.  S.     You    will    recollect    that    it    was 
solely  owing  to  Mr.  Crossley's  decided  opposi- 
tion, that  the  five  thousand   poimds  advanced 


about 

the  h 

hoQse 

pound 

the  w. 

get  aL 

tuty  di 

apset  ^ 

conid  e 

infema] 

he    tho 

the  girl 

Bat  I  6 

been  if 

chap  joi 


FITZ-WIGGIN8.  295 

concern  in  consequence  of  this,  for,  of  conrse, 
if  he  had  come  forward,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  the  girl  going  out  for  a  livelihood. 
That^s  a  chap,  now,  that  ought  to  be  kicked 
from  here  into  the  middle  of  next  week.  I 
wish  somebody  would  leave  her  a  fortune,  if 
it  was  only  just  to  spite  him.^^ 

Having  given  vent  to  his  indignation  in  these 
terms  against  the  mercenary  lover,  who,  it 
was  obvious,  had  proved  faithless,  Tibbetts 
hastened  away  to  bestir  himself  about  this 
matter,  forthwith.  When  I  next  saw  him, 
he  was  in  high  wrath  and  dudgeon.  He  had 
failed  in  extracting  a  sixpence  from  the  cre- 
ditors. One  firm  had  said  they  were  very 
sorry  for  Miss  Hooper^s  misfortune,  but  the 
application  was  quite  out  of  the  course  of 
business,  and  could  not  be  listened  to.  The 
acting  partner,  in  another  house,  after  an 
effort  of  memory,  recollected  something  about 
property  having  been  given  up  by  some  rela- 
tion under  the  bankruptcy  of  Hutchins  and 
Hooper,  but  really  times  were  bad,  and  the 
thing  was  out  of  the  question.     A  third  ere- 
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payable  half  yearly.  The  delighted  Tibbetts, 
with  a  profiision  of  thanks,  reminded  him 
that  the  sum  named  exceeded  the  estimate, 
of  which  one  hundred  pounds  having  been 
subscribed,  probably  the  moiety  of  five  hundred 
pounds  would  suffice.  But  the  old  gentleman 
replied  that  he  would  either  advance  the  whole 
of  the  money  required,  or  none,  as  there  was 
no  occasion  to  incur  the  expense  of  two  secu- 
rities for  such  a  limited  amount ;  and  as  to 
five  hundred  pounds  being  less  than  would  be 
required,  he  did  not  believe  a  word  of  it. 


o  2 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


It  remained  only  to  procure  an  Investment, 
which  would  meet  Mr.  Crossley^s  approbation. 
After  some  difficulty,  this  was  found,  and  ar- 
rangements were  finally  made  by  which  Miss 
Hooper  was  to  become  proprietress  of  a  small 
and  promising  concern  in  the  bookselling  and 
fancy  line,  in  a  newly-established  watering-place 
on  the  coast  of  Hampshire.  Some  months  were, 
however,  to  elapse,  before  she  entered  upon 
possession,  and  Mr.  Hooper,  after  some  hesi- 
tation, accepted  the  pressing  invitation  of  Lady 
Tott  and  her  husband,  for  him  and  his  daughter 
to  pass  the  interval  with  them  in  London.  No 
restrictions  were  to  be  imposed  on  my  visits 
in  Doughty  Street  during  this  period,  her  lady- 
sliip  being  satisfied  that  there  could  no  longer 
be  any  fear  of  my  renewing  my  suit  to  Miss 
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Hooper,  now  that  her  circumstances  were  so 
materially  changed.     She  acknowledged  to  me, 
indeed,  that  her  principal  object  in  having  that 
young  lady  at  her   house  was  to  procure  her 
a  warm  husband,  which  she  thought  would  be 
a  much  better  thing  than  a  gimcrack  shop  at 
a  trumpery  watering-place.     To  this  abstract 
proposition,  I  could  not  but   assent,  internally 
resolving,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  would  do 
all  I  could  to  prevent,  in  this  case,  its  practical 
illustration.     My  heart  was  elated,  and  all  my 
former  hopes  revived  by  the  prospect  which 
now  opened  to  me.     I  soon  ascertained  that 
my  rival  Mr.  Pennington,  who  had  so  meanly 
withdrawn  his  addresses  under  the  pretended 
coercion  of  his  father,  when  he  found  that  Miss 
Hooper  was  stripped  of  her  fortune,  had  never 
enjoyed  her  favour  so  much  as  that  of  her 
father.     This  Mr.  Hooper  himself  admitted  to 
me  when  we  met  in  London,  and  as  my  suit 
was  now  freed  from  the  suspicion  of  any  mer- 
cenary motive,  I  asked  my  venerable  friend^s 
permission  to  renew  it ;  which  request,  he  said, 
he  would  no  longer  refuse  to  concede,  hoping 
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what  ""s  the  odds  so  as  you  >e  'appy  ?  that 's  my 


maxim.'^ 


"  Well;'  said  Lady  Tott,  "  I  wash  my 
hands  of  the  concern,  mind;  I  had  no  finger 
in  the  pie ;  but  mark  my  words,  young  man, 
you  11  be  sorry  you  hadn'*t  hearkened  to  my 
advice  when  youVe  got  a  dozen  squeakers 
about  you,  and  hardly  bread  to  put  into  their 
mouths,  that 's  all  I  Ve  got  to  say.'*'' 

Lady  Tott  was  one  of  a  very  numerous  class 
of  well-meaning  folks  who  will  not  allow  people 
to  be  happy  their  own  way.  But  finding  that 
I  was  determined,  she  desisted  from  any  at- 
tempt to  dissuade  me  from  my  purpose,  and 
endeavoured,  as  she  expressed  herself,  to  make 
the  best  of  a  bad  business. 

I  was  for  some  time  doubtful  about  the 
successful  issue  of  my  endeavour  to  recommend 
myself  to  Miss  Hooper.  Reserved  in  manner, 
mild  in  character,  and  of  a  temper  at  once 
sensitive  and  reflecting,  it  was  not  merely  a 
winning  address  and  devoted  assiduity  that 
could  engage  her  afiections.  Her  education 
had    been  such  as  to  develope  her  common 
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pital  to  enable  us  to  set  up  in  a  larger  way. 
A  very  eligible  opening  in  the  clothing  line 
offered,  but  the  capital  required  exceeded  that 
which  I  could  command  by  about  one  thousand 
two  hundred  pounds.  It  occurred  to  me  that 
this  might  afford  a  chance  of  a  respectable 
employment  to  my  proiegSy  young  Chapman, 
and  I  proposed  it  to  him.  He  embraced  the 
offer  with  joy,  and  the  old  lady  was  induced 
to  come  down  with  the  needful.  In  a  few 
weeks'*  time,  Messrs.  Wiggins  and  Chapman 
figured  in  the  trade  list  of  the  metropolis, 
and  about  the  same  period,  I  received  the 
hand  of  one  of  the  best  of  womankind  at 
Marylebone  church. 


Thus,  reader,  did  I  bring  to  a  fortunate  con- 
clusion my  vicissitudes  and  adventures.  My 
domestic  happiness  was  secured  ;  and  my  world- 
ly prosperity  advanced  by  sure,  though  slow 
degrees.  I  could  not  help  sometimes  feeling 
with  remorse  that  I  was  doing  at  forty  what 
I  ought  to  have  been  about  at  five-and-twenty, 
had  I  cultivated  the  opportunities  which  were 
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presented  to  me.  My  partner  profited  by  my 
experience,  and  kept  to  his  business  with  un- 
deviating  steadiness.  His  mother,  with  the 
caprice  of  a  fool,  would  now  tannt  him  with 
the  homility  of  his  station,  when  she  was  in 
the  mood ;  but  Chapman  wonld  not  suffer  him- 
self to  be  irritated,  and  in  due  time  his  patience 
was  rewarded,  for  at  the  death  of  the  old  lady 
she  bequeathed  him  the  whole  of  her  savings, 
amounting  to  between  four  and  five  thousand 
pounds.  Upon  this  he  married  an  amiable 
young  woman,  to  whom  he  had  been  some 
time  attached. 

In  the  course  of  nine  vears  four  cbiUren 
were  bom  to  me,  of  whom  three  survived.  In 
the  tenth  year  of  our  union,  my  wife  was  letl 
twenty  thousand  pounds  by  Mr.  Crossley,  the 
crabbed  old  creditor  who  had  so  resolutelv 
availed  himself  of  her  generosity  at  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  her  father.  We  had  paid  him  off 
the  five  hundred  pounds  which  he  had  advanced 
as  soon  as  the  profits  of  the  concern  enabled 
us  to  realize  the  money.  This  sum  he  left  to 
me  as  a  mark  of  his  esteem  for  my  character 
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as  a  man  of  business.  The  larger  amount  was 
left  to  the  sole  and  separate  disposal  of  my 
wife,  and  was  bestowed  "  because  such  conduct 
as  hers  was  entitled  to  be  rewarded  fourfold,^' 
for  such  was  the  quaint  expression  of  the  old 
gentleman.  Mr.  Hooper  lived  to  see  this  gra- 
tifying mark  of  that  just  Providence  on  whom 
his  humble,  but  firm  reliance  was  ever  placed. 
He  departed  soon  after,  full  of  years  and  vir- 
tues. 

On  this  event,  I  retired  from  active  business, 
retaining  my  share  in  the  house  only  for  one 
of  my  children.  My  eldest  boy  being,  in  the 
opinion  of  his  parents,  a  prodigy  of  promise, 
was  sent  to  a  public  school,  with  the  view  of 
afterwards  being  entered  at  the  University, 
after  taking  high  honours  at  which,  it  was  set- 
tled that  he  should  enter  the  Church,  and 
ultimately  adorn  the  ^ench  of  Bishops  by  his 
piety,  learning,  and  eloquence.  He  is  at  pre- 
sent incumbent  of  a  good  living  in  the  North 
of  England,  and  a  fellow  of  Magdalen.  My 
second  boy  is  junior  partner  in  the  house  of 
Wiggins,    Chapman,   and   Wiggins,   and    my 
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third  is  aeniDg  her  Majesty  as  a  jcily  reefer 
in  the  Mediterranean. 

My  friend  Tibbetts  attained,  in  dae  coarse 
of  time,  the  highest  civic  hononn,  and  presided 
in  that  chair  before  which  he  had  once 
appeared  in  the  most  miserable  circnmstances 
to  which  honesty  can  be  reduced.  In  his  exalt- 
ed fortunes  he  retried  the  same  meekness  of 
^irit  and  singleness  of  heart  which  had  attend- 
ed liim  in  adrersitv.  I  had  the  honoar  of 
dininflr  at  Guildhall  on  the  day  of  his  enteriiiur 
upon  office,  and  when  the  prime  minister  gave 
his  lordship^s  health  in  terms  of  remarkable 
eulogy,  he  described  him  as  a  distinguished 
example  of  the  triumph  of  integrity  and  in- 
dustry over  the  discouragements  of  fortune. 


THE  END. 
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